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President’s Message (Continued on Page Two) 

 

SPEAKER for the JUNE 4TH 
MEETING WILL BE John Ge-
oghegan presenting a dis-
cussion of, WHITE ELE-
PHANT TECHNOLOGY: 50 
CRAZY INVENTIONS THAT 
SHOULD NEVER HAVE BEEN 
BUILT AND WHAT WE CAN 
LEARN FROM THEM 

The Phillips 66 Rodeo Renewable 

Energy Complex Management and Em-
ployees sponsored the 2026 - 17th annual 

WALK of HONOR held on May 16, 
2026. The VietNam Veterans of Diablo 

Valley THANK Phillips 66 for their 
Sponsorship and 

special appreciation 
goes to  Aimee 

and Derrick 

Henry for their 
support of Veterans 

& local community 
on Armed Forces 

Day in Crockett 
and singing of the 

National Anthem. 

May is always our busiest month 
with three events within 8 days.  
 
The Walk of Honor went smoothly 
and we were able to raise $15,000 
for the VNVDV. 
 
Many thanks to Aimee, Phillips 66, 
the WHO Committee, and all who 
helped out or contributed to the 
event. 
 
The Swearing-in Ceremony also 
went very well.  We were able to 
swear-in 6 Navy, 3 Coast Guard 
and 3 Army recruits as well as hon-
oring 5 students going off to vari-
ous military academies.  A heartfelt 
thanks to the Mary O’Donnell and 
her Committee, the many Scouts, 
and all those who helped to make 
this very important Ceremony hap-
pen. 



Dennis Giacovelli 
President  
PH (925) 323-9404 
houseworks@pacbell.net 

President’s Message (Continued from Page One) 

FOURTH OF JULY PARADE WILL BE 

HELD ON SATURDAY JULY 4, 2026 

680 NORTH OR SOUTH EXIT EL CERRO WEST. 

DANVILLE BLVD ONLY RIGHT TURN ALLOWED. 

LEFT DEL AMIGO TO LEFT VERONA TO LEFT 

LOVE LANE TO HIGH SCHOOL PARKING LOT UN-

DER SOLAR PANELS. 

PARADE START 0900 MUSTER 0800. 

VNVDV WHITE COLLARED JERSEY SHIRT, DARK 

SLACKS OR SHORTS, WHITE VNVDV CAP. 

VNVDV MEMBERS WILL HAND OUT FLAGS TO PA-

RADE SPECTATORS.  

JULY 4TH 2024 

And then there was the Memorial 
Day Ceremony and All Wars 
Memorial Ribbon Cutting.   

 
I believe it was our best ever.  
Gold Star Mom, Roxanne 
Langevin, gave us a heartfelt 
and poignant tribute to her son, 
Sean.  Abraham Lincoln led us to 
the All Wars Memorial and reen-
acted the Gettysburg Address. 
Thanks to all those who partici-
pated in some way to make it a 
fitting tribute to those who gave 
their all.   

 
June, we rest. Then July we 

have the parade. Please sign up 

with Slatts to carry a flag or ban-

ner.  If you cannot walk, perhaps 

you could ride in the Huey.  Oth-

ers will walk alongside and give 

out flags to the crowd.   

If you haven’t come down to the 
Veterans Memorial Building lately, 
and enjoyed the camaraderie of 
Saturday Morning Coffee and 
sweets, please do. Every week it 
gets more popular, and now that 
it is sunny, the patio is the place 
to be. 





The 2026 Swearing-In Ceremony Sunday May 17 recognized  graduating 
High School seniors who are entering military service or the Academies. 

ARMY RECRUITS NAVY RECRUITS COAST GUARD RECRUITS 

MILITARY ACADEMY APPOINTEES 



34th Anniversary Memorial Day Remembrance 
Sponsored by Viet Nam Veterans of Diablo Valley 



MAY 2026 VNVDV DINNER MEETING 



VetsBoats.org offers an opportunity for a wonderful day on the SF Bay for Members of The 
Vietnam Veterans of the Diablo Valley to join with other veterans during the delightful sailing 
experience. Special thanks to the generous donors who make this possible and the Vets-
Boats Team without whom these events could not happen! You can learn more about Vets-
Boats: https://VetsBoats.org     DAO NGUYEN CAN PROVIDE MORE INFORMATION 

https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2FVetsBoats.org%2F%3Ffbclid%3DIwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAYnJpZBExdm5uemZQaFlzWk5kd0RsZHNydGMGYXBwX2lkEDIyMjAzOTE3ODgyMDA4OTIAAR79iq_4qBvL33ASGlzpKIKojvIgDj4UZKeZUVpQAJSm1qaAW0kjeWFFE9RQrA_aem_Zuo2W7liAenOuqS8mLERNw&h=AUCdtA4cl
https://vetsboats.org/?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAYnJpZBExdm5uemZQaFlzWk5kd0RsZHNydGMGYXBwX2lkEDIyMjAzOTE3ODgyMDA4OTIAAR6RvBPIV1GSDwdWf27etcFGrjqtco8nptBA26vDSap-QGJ795cIMEzVit1hzg_aem_DAeFGtTbTTsKebFhndk3Ew


New E-Mail:  HSReese@att.net 

VIET NAM VETERANS DIABLO VALLEY JUNE  BIRTHDAYS 

Thanks to the May Speakers VIC MACAIS AND VIC MACAIS JR. present-
ing VIC’S Vietnam experiences while a member of a scout helicopter 
crew that was directly involved in the rescue of SP5 Henry Jackson a 
member of the 7th Squadron of the 17th Calvary.    

Gordon Dunne  Army  Dave Turner   Navy 

Don Schroeder  Army  Pete Longoria  Marines 

Lee Halverson  Marines Bill Green   Army 

Bobby Dunton  Navy  Ed Gaede   Marines 

Mike Youngblood Army  Saber Zell   Marines 

Ken Jones   Navy  William Hendley Air Force 

Dave Farkas  Navy  Mark Marcum  Army 

Virgil Stanger   Navy  Dennis Kline  Navy 

Bob McDonnell Army  Mike Youngblood Army 



Please SUPPORT  &  FOLLOW NEWS from some of our SUPPORTERS & FRIENDS WEBSITES: 

Contra Costa  County Veterans Service Office - Call the County VSO Office for Assistance - call 925 / 313-1481 for Appt. 
All Wars Memorial and obtaining AWM Pavers at Oak Hill Park - visit:   www.AllWarsMemorial.org  
Marines Memorial Association / Hotel / Club in SF - Visit their website at:  www.MarineClub.com 

Sentinels of Freedom Scholarship Foundation - visit:  www.SentinelsofFreedom.org 
Wheelchair Foundation & Wine for Wheels - Support our those in need of mobility - Visit:  www.WineforWheels.org  
Blue Star Moms #101 website:  www.bluestarmoms.org  &  Blue Star Moms #20 website: www.ccbluestarmoms.org 

VNVDV website to see more about the Vietnam Veterans of Diablo Valley  at:  www.VNVDV.org 
 

VISIT THE WEBSITE for the VETERANS MEMORIAL BUILDING  at: www.VMBSRV.org 
 

SUPPORT OUR BLUE STAR MOMS “DROP-OFF” LOCATIONS 

Oak Hill Park Memorial Expands 

The New Paver Section with 600 Pavers 

Do you have an AWM Paver? Don't wait - 

Honor a veteran, friend, neighbor, family member 

or patriot with a special AWM Paver Tribute!   

1st ENGRAVING COMPLETED—Hopefully 1 in May!   
Custom Engraving is performed Spring & Fall. 
Take time to visit the AWM - then the website 
for an application form. Order your AWM Paver 

www.AllWarsMemorial.org  
Questions?  See link on AWM Website 

Contact Procurement Director John “T.J.” Trujillo for White VNVDV Hats and 
Shirts, part of the VNVDV uniform for the Fourth of July Parade.   

For all 

your 

VNVDV 

Shirts and 

Hats team 

with TJ 

and Pow-

er Stitch 

We Thank David Behring & the Wheel 
Chair Foundation for the support of 

VNVDV & our four amazing wheel chair 
distribution trips to Vietnam.  

VNVDV SHIRT HAT 
DISPLAY AT SEPT 

MEETING 



Watch live every 2nd Monday at 7 pm on CCTV 

Join us live on the 2nd Monday of each month to discuss relevant 
issues facing our veterans. 

7:00 PM CCTV, Hosted by the 

Veterans Service Office Con-

tra Costa County 

GET YOUR FLU SHOT 

MARTINEZ CLINIC 

Martinez Clinic 

Monday to Friday, 9 a.m. - 12 p.m. and 1 p.m. - 3 p.m. PT 

Appointments available 

Call 1-800-382-8387, press 2 and then option 3, or stay on the 
line to schedule an appointment. 

tel:+18003828387


JUN 2026  

PRESIDENT - 

   Dennis Giacovelli 

VICE  PRESIDENT - 

   Jim Hill 

TREASURER  

    Ed Baffico 

SECRETARY 

   John Kelly   

MEMBERSHIP  

   Rod Guyette   

DIRECTOR - at - LARGE 

   Larry Tehero 

DIRECTOR  of  
EVENTS 

   Robin Lemmo  

SPEAKERS BUREAU 

   Bill Green   

INFORMATION 

   Jon Robbins   

PROCUREMENT 

   John “T. J.”  Trujillo 
  

PUBLIC  RELATIONS 

   John “jgr”  Reese 

WEBSITE                                              
Chelle Clements 

2025 OFFICERS  &  BOD 

PAST  PRESIDENTS 

Jim Hill 

Steve Burchik 

Dennis Giacovelli 

Gary Estrella  

William “Bill” Green 

Ray La Rochelle 

Michael Slattengren 

Jerry Yahiro 

John Estes 

Del  Loewe 

Tim  Hart 

Mike Weber 

Mike McDaniel 

Rich Lambert 

Ron Azarcon 

Bill Picton 

Norm Mahalich 

 DINNER MEETING 

THURSDAY JUNE 4TH  

BRIDGES GOLF CLUB SAN RAMON 

5 PM SOCIAL 6 PM DINNER  

DINNER COST WILL BE $35 

 

Bridges Golf Club, San Ramon. 


