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Proudly We Served . WS . Nl heeer it
Viet Nam Veterans of Dlablo Valley
FEB 2025
Dennis
' Giacovelli
VNVDV
. BRIDGES GOLF CLUB SAN RAMON
0
PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE VNVDV CRAB FEED FUNDRAISER FEB 9, 2025
| look forward to seeing you and your Valen-
tine at our yearly Crab Feed Fundraiser on BB DAL, 4
February 9th. There are still a few tickets left DOORS OPEN 1 PM
so contact Ed Baffico, a.s.a.p. at edg-
ogolf@sbcglobal.net. SNACK FOOD AND SOCIALIZE
Every VNVDV President, for as long as | can FRESH CRAB DINNER AND FOOTBALL GAME TO

remember, has had their email hacked

which was then used to send out requests FOLLOW

to other members, mostly the board. Late-

ly, however they have been getting much TICKETS ARE $100

more sophisticated. They now include two or PURCHASE TICKETS: ED BAFEICO

more of our names and other items that may

make you think they are real. | have also re- (edgogolf@shcglobal.net)

ceived scam requests from several others in 925-831-9678

our organization. THE DONATION OF GIFT CARDS FOR DOOR PRIZES
Here are two ways to protect yourself from AND LIVE AUCTION ARE REQUESTED (restaurants,
these scammers. Safeway, Starbucks, Home Depot, Target)

1. On your computer, look carefully at the PLEASE NOTE DONATION REQUEST AND RE-
email address of the sender. If you do not CEIPT FORMS IN THE NEWSLETTER

recognize it, delete it. My email is house-

works@pacbell.net. The scams usually say

they are from President followed by several SPEAKER for the FEBRUARY 6TH DINNER

numbers. _You can find t_he other board mem- | MEETING will be VICTOR MACIAS

ber’'s email on our website: vnvdv.org. who will share his experiences as a
_!Scout Observer in an OH6A “Loach”

/. Helicopter, with the 7th Squadron

4 17th Air Cavalry, Viet Nam 1968.

2. No one in this organization will ever ask
you to buy anything through an email or to
click on a link. We request $25 gift cards for
the Crab Feed, but that is either word of
mouth or through this newsletter.

President’s Message (Continued on Page Two)




President’s Message (Continued from Page One)

And now for something completely different:

Several years ago, our president, at the
time, the late Gary Estrella, purchased pin-
on pocket patches with our logo on
them, which he then sold to us. Over the
years | have worn it on my black sport coat
to our more formal occasions and yes, to fu-
nerals and celebrations of life. Others have
asked if they can get one, so | have worked
with Power Stitch and produced one which
T.J. will be selling to our members as soon
as we get them. | would like to have a more
formal look at those occasions and this
patch on a dark jacket might do the trick.

As | look around the room at our dinner
meetings, | notice that at least 25% of those
in attendance are fairly new to the organiza-
tion and may not really know what we do.
For this reason, | will be showing a short
slide show at each meeting explaining, in
pictures, what the next VNVDV event is all
about. Hopefully this will entice you all to at-
tend the various activities.

And please take a look at the flyer on the
100th Anniversary of our Veterans Memo-
rial Building taking place on March 30th.

That's it, see you all at the Crab Feed

nnnnnnnnnnnn

Dennis Giacovelli
President

PH (925) 323-9404
houseworks@pacbell.net

MISSING IN THE JANUARY

INCOMING NEWSLETTER

TIM SAMMONS SPECIAL
RECOGNITION AWARD

TIM’S CONTRIBUTIONS TO VNVDV
2 ARE ESSENTIAL TO OUR SUC-
. ’h: CESS. TIM, PLEASE ACCEPT MY
) MIﬁ. APOLOGY FOR THIS OMISSION.

VNVDYV 2024 CRAB FEED
A GREAT EVENT
A GREAT ORGANIZATION
PURCHASE TICKETS

Contact Ed Baffico:
edgogolf@sbcglobal.net 925-831-9678
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“ Door Prizes & Wine & Beer Bar

SUN. FEB. 9. 2025

Veterans Memorial Building of San Ramon Valley
400 Hartz Ave. Danville, CA

Limited Space Purchase your Ticket(s) by 1/31/25
Contact: Ed Baffico: edgogolf@shcglobal.net or (925) 831-9678

PURCHASE TODAY e NO TICKETS WILL BE SOLD AT THE DOOR!

Please Support this Event with a Glift Card Donation
from a Local Merchant/Restaurant. Thank you!




VIET NAM VETERANY ot DIABLO VALLEY

Crab Feed & Live Auction Fundraiser
Sunday February 9, 2025

Buy a Ticket Now No Tickets
Limited Seating 0id at the Door

Please Support this Event
With 2 $20-925 value Giit Card/Certificate Donation
from a Local Retail Merchant, Restaurant

Fast Food Outlet and/or Goffee House, etc.

We will be collecting Gift Gard/Certificate Donations
at our VNVDV Jan. 9th & Feb. 6th Dinner Meertings

Thank you!

GIFT CARDS WILL BE COLLECTED BY JIM MURPHY
CONTACT 925-858-2618, jimmurphycreative@yahoo.com
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Please Support Qur
202 Grah Feed Fundraiser

With a Glift Gard Donation
from a Local Retailer - Resaturant
super Market « Fast Food Qutlet
Goffee Shop + etc.

Thank you!

CONTACT 925-858-2618, jimmurphycreative@yahoo.com



JANUARY 2025 DINNER MEETING ATTENDEES
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CENTENNIAL PARTY, MARCH 30, 2025

Vererans MenoriaL BuiLpine
OF OAN RAMON VALLEY

1925 2025
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Joi Us fara Daﬂo;l'g Faimil;livent Cel;bration : li AM-5PM
March 30, 2025

Post WWI Theme Displays + Vintage Vehicles
Photo Display of Building History § Life in the 1920’

e Small Bites from Local Restaurants « Live Music 47788
Historic Downtown Danville Walking Tours (&3 2386
o7z Period Role Players in Costume « Scavenger Hunt =25
WWI1 Displays & Artifacts » Art Activities for Children

% Veterans Memorial Building 400 Hartz Ave. Danville, CA




CENTENNIAL PARTY, MARCH 30, 2025

Veterans Memorial Building turns 100

The Veterans Memorial Building of San Ramon Valley, located in downtown Danville, will be
turning 100 years old on April 2, 2025. To mark the event, the Veterans and the Community, will
be holding a Centennial Party on March 30, 2025. The 1920’s themed event will include an
open house-museum showcasing the Veterans Building as well as life in the United States during
the 20’s. The day will be filled with food, entertainment and educational activities.

To help in that effort, the Planning Committee is putting out the call to everyone to please look
in your attic, basement, photo albums, etc., for pictures of the Veterans Building and of
activities that took place in the building throughout its history. Besides a home for Veterans,
the building has been used for the Chamber of Commerce office, Justice of the Peace court,
County Supervisor’s office, Red Cross, Farm Bureau, Boy Scouts, recreational, drama and
exercise classes, youth activities, business and social events, post office, voting location, dances,
performances, and many other uses. Photos of any and all of these activities would be
appreciated.

Please email Dennis Giacovelli at houseworks@pacbell.net or call 925-838-6445. You can email
him your photos or send them to P.O. Box 217, Danville, CA 94526. All physical photos will be
scanned and then returned to you.
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VIET NAM VETERANS DIABLO VALLEY FEB. BIRTHDAYS

Russ Kennedy Air Force Alex Gioulis Army
Alvin Webb Navy Eric Ardell Navy
Harold Griggs Army Tom Corbett Marine
Rudy Rodriquez Navy Jim Kuhn Air Force
Ray Hill Air Force Pete Garcia Navy
Robert Dominici Navy Tim Hart Marine
Don Love Marine Jim Hardy Army
Mike Speakman Navy Dave Brown Army
John Rehnberg Air Force Bob Musor Army

Dick Harrow  Navy

Thanks to the January Speaker Jeffery Castro, Drug Enforcement Admin-
istration Officer, for his very interesting presentation on his duties, responsi-
bilities and career with the DEA.

Bill LaVigne
President & CEO

1f you have any questions or woukd lske .
to schedule a viewmng. ¢all or coail me )
T'oll Free: (866) 369-4446

Cell: (510) 368-4441

INTEGRITY Office: (877) 6683677
Mike Weber (877) MOVE-677

925.487.7609 Fax: (707) 644-2294
integritymoving@yahoo.com

mike@mikeweberrealtor.com

55 Springstowne Ctr. #301 - Vallejo. CA 94591




FIREE DENTAL CARE FOR CHILDREN
AND ADULTS WITH DISABILITIES AND
OUR NATIONS VETERANS

== SOUTHERN ALAMEDA COUNTY )
o DENTAL SOCIETY

GIVE SPECIAL KIDS A SMILE
GIVE VETERANS A SMILE
2025

bring smiles to everyone!
ﬁ :\\f'; ,,'" ,‘:j_ 4. ,'-r

Help us

FEBRUARY
21ST & 22ND
2025

A Smile and Give
Veterans A Smile provides FREE dental care for children and adults

with disabilities and our nations Veterans. These 2 days of dental
care are completely without cost for our disabled and Veteran
patients. (Cleanings, fillings, extractions, etc)

Your generous donation allows us to
rent space, set up a mobile dental
clinic, purchase dental supplies, and
feed our volunteers. All Sponsors
will be recognized publicly on all
event materials.

Contact: Melinda Sciandri (510) 782-5316 msciandri@sacds.org

o WWW.SElCdS.Org Alameda COUﬁt'y Fairgrounds
Pleasanton - Building O



FREE DENTAL & OPTOMETRY SERVICES

FOR VETERANS

SOUTHERN ALAMEDA COUNTY
DENTAL SOCIETY

Healing
California

FREE Dental & Optometry Services
for Veterans

¢ , O
Additional Services Optometry Services
Dental Services Fillings, Some On Site

. Eye Exam &
P ded
rovide Dentures, Prescription Glasses

E"a”"’;( ClEanings, Extractions, & Dental Made & Dispensed
25 42 Kits That Day

This event is made possible by the generous donations of our sponsors.

Rotary Club Of / v
G I I d ewe I I y /{/ 2 ,"4 "i"” ff} "}( ?‘frIJlomn wu? v"

Rotary Club Of E
b ey — Dmvnk :
: - - _ : Rotary Club Of p.».f...d!{.- :\;I;zv.:;.r.:a'

To Schedule a Patient Visit: www.sacds.org

or scan here
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Proudly We Served

Dear Viet Nam Veteran of Diablo Valley Member,

The Viet Nam Veterans of Diablo Valley (VNVDV) proudly announce our “Crab Feed & Live Auction” annual fundraiser and
respectfully request your help and support for this event. Our event will take place on Sunday February 9, 2025 at the Veterans
Memorial Building of San Ramon Valley, 400 Hartz Ave. Danville, CA 94526. As a member of the Viet Nam Veterans of
Diablo Valley we respectfully request your support for this event and are asking you to donate a gift card from your favorite
restaurant, Fast Food Stop, coffee stop/shop, Grocery or Department Store, etc. in support of the VNVDV’s primary annual
fundraising event. Your generous gift card donation will ensure our continued commitment of support to our fellow veterans
and active military within our community.

The VNVDV is an all-volunteer independent, “grass-roots”, non-profit, tax-exempt, 501(c)(19), veterans’ organization,
comprised primarily of Vietnam veterans. We “proudly continue to serve” our community, through a variety of programs and
events.

The money raised through this fundraising event, supports the ongoing administrative costs of the VNVDV. More importantly,
these funds also support our various Veteran, serving military and community related events and programs, throughout the
year. These include:

The Blue Star Moms & Gold Star Families
The Sentinels of Freedom

GWOT Young Veterans Retreat

The Greater Bay Area Stand Downs

The Wheelchair Foundation

Operation Santa Claus

The All Wars Memorial at Oak Hill Park
Memorial Day Program at Oak Hill Park
Danville’s 4™ of July Parade

Danville Veteran’s Day Program

The VNVDYV School Speaker’s Bureau
VNVDV Scholarship Program

We will also be holding a Live Auction at this event. If you have a contact to share or can help with procuring items for our
Live Auction please for follow-ups/referrals contact: Jim Murphy (925) 858-2618 or Email: jimmurphycreative@yahoo.com.

We look forward to your support in making our “Crab Feed & Live Auction” fundraise a success. We are grateful for your
generosity to the VNVDV, your fellow veterans, serving military, and community programs.

Thank you in advance for your support!

Sincerely, Your Board of Directors, Viet Nam Veterans of Diablo Valley
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Peonidly We Sened

December 2024
Dear Business Owner / Community Supporter —
The Viet Nam Veterans of Diablo Valley (VNVDV) announces their 20t annual charity fund-raiser & we
respectfully request your support for this event. On “Super Sunday” - February 9, 2025, we will hold our
annual “Salute to our Troops” Charity Crab Feed, proudly honoring all those who served. This fundraiser
will be at the Veterans Memorial Building — 400 Hartz Avenue in the Town of Danville, beginning at 1PM.

We look forward to your business support for this important event with donated gift certificates or gift
cards to promote your business and/or services. Your generous donation will be used in our Live Auction
or Super Raffle held during the 2025 Charity Crab Feed fund raiser.

The VNVDV are an independent, “grass-roots”, non-profit & tax-exempt, 501(c)19, Veteran’s Service
Organization, comprised primarily of Viet Nam combat veterans. With a motto: We “proudly served’ and
proudly continue to serve our community and veterans... through your support of this annual event.

The funds raised through our Charity Crab Feeds support local veteran, active-duty military, non-profit
community-service events & projects / programs that we conduct/support or sponsor throughout the year
- including...

» East Bay Stand Down — Homeless Vet Sygport » Blue Star Moms Support- 7rogp Care Packages
» Memorial Day Program at Oak Hill Park » Sentinels of Freedom Scholarships

» 4t of July Parade - Danville - Fag Distribution » GWOT Veteran Retreat — Duck Club Weekend
» Veteran’s Day Program - San Ramon Valley » All Wars Memorial at Oak Hill Park

» The VNVDV Speaker’s Bureau — over 80000 reached » Wheelchair Foundation — Distribution/Suygport
» Operation Welcome Home - Returning Veterans » Operation Santa Claus — Sygporting Active-duty
» Armed Forces Day “Walk of Honor” for our Veterans » Veteran Memorial Building — Museum Docent

For more information on the VNVDV, its programs, events, membership, & our monthly newsletter, or how
you can contribute to our organization, visit our website at www.VNVDV.org - or contact us below.

We look forward to you joining us in support of our 2025 “Salute to our Troops’ Charity Crab Feed and
are grateful for your generosity & support of our veterans, active-duty military, & community programs.
Thank you.

Sincerely,

Dennis Giacovelli - President

Viet Nam Veterans of Diablo Valley
Telephone: 925 / 323-9404

E-mail: houseworks@pacbell.net

Viet Nam Veterans of Diablo Valley
VNVDV - P.O. BOX 2079 - DANVILLE, CA 94526-2079 - WEBSITE: www.VNVDV.org - E-MAIL: VNVDV1@gmail.com
Viet Nam Veterans of Diablo Valley is a non-profit veteran’s organization / corporation (EIN 68-0266369) exempt from federal (IRC 501c)
& state (RTC 23701w) income tax
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Pronadly We Served

Date:

VNVDV DONATION - RECEIPT

Donor(s):

The Viet Nam Veterans of Diablo Valley (VNVDV) hereby acknowledges your support to our
annual charity fund-raiser. We are a non-profit organization and the VNVDV provided no
goods or services in exchange for your support. We sincerely thank you for your support of our
annual fund raising event.

Donation Details Estimated $ Value
Value

Procurer:
_ Please return this form along with donation to:

VNVDV Contact: Jim Murphy - Telephone: (925) 858-2618 - E-mail: jimmurphycreative@yahoo.com

Viet Nam Veterans of Diablo Valley
P. 0. BOX 2079 - DANVILLE, CA 94526 - 2079 - E-MAIL: VNVDV1@gmail.com - WEBSITE : www.VNVDV.com
Viet Nam Veterans of Diablo Valley is a non-profit veteran’s organization / corporation (EIN 68-0266369) exempt from federal (IRC 501¢)
& state (RTC 23701w) income tax



Thanks to Procurement Director John “T.J.” Trujillo for his monthly display of
VNVDV Hats and Shirts. Order your VNVDV NAME TAGS contact “T.J.”

For all John T.J. Trujillo
your ' iy VnE‘N Director of Procurement

VNVDV Dhblo Valley
Shirts and E Viet Nam Veterans of Diablo Valley
Hats team | — P.O. Box 2079
with TJ Danvilie, CA 94526
and Pow- 1 925-997-5253
er Stitch Proudly We Served trujilio.tj.john@gmail.com
www.VNVDV.com

VNVDV Members THANIK @avﬁcd] l@[h][rﬁ[mg 8 Vil Veerans e W Ll GSTiuion Ty
Wheelchair e BRTHDAY G gt ot e x4 o e o
A Foundation  pyyges sey e feetomofmoby for hos ckng i baskc e
“Serving the World” WCE wh

We Thank David Behring & the Wheel
Chair Foundation for the support of
e VNVDV & our four amazing wheel chair

S distribution trips to Vietnam.

lIlII ]

The VNVDV participated in the dlstnbutlon of 460 Wheelchalrs durmg the NOV 2019 and 2024 trips to Vietnam.
Thanks to the support of the Wheelchair Foundation & Supporters

VietNam 80th Commemoration Honors A 1] Wars Memorial
our VietNam War Veteran Members

v LIF‘EQI ERS Do you have an AWM Paver? Don't wait
. . YOou havi ver? Don't wait -
Spec.lal SOth Cpmmeratmn - Honor a veteran, friend, neighbor, family member
Honor]_ng Your Service - ONLY $50. or patriot with a special AWM Paver Tribute!

Custom Engraving is performed Spring & Fall.

Danville VMB's County Veterans Setvice Office [ Sustom Engraving is performed Spring & Fall.

OPEN every Wednesday 10-3, appt tegd, 9083131481 o wvr AltWarstomoriaiora -

Please SUPPORT & FOLLOW NEWS from some of our SUPPORTERS & FRIENDS WEBSITES:
Call the County VSO Office for Assistance
All Wars Memorial and obtaining AWM Pavers at Oak Hill Park - visit: www.AllWarsMemorial.org
Marines Memorial Association / Hotel / Club in SF - Visit their website at:
Sentinels of Freedom Scholarship Foundation - visit:

Wheelchair Foundation & Wine for Wheels - Support our those in need of mobility - Visit:
website: & website:

VNVDV website to see more about the Vietnam Veterans of Diablo Valley at: www.VNVDV.org

VISIT THE WEBSITE for the VETERANS MEMORIAL BUILDING
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w Department of Veterans S Q :
Veterans Affairs . i
- It's that
v lkﬁl\u]g o
ueatrvt | EXCELLENCE time of year
CARE | in the 215t Century
GET YOUR FLU SHOT

MARTINEZ CLINIC

)

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF
VETERANS AFFAIRS

Monday-Friday 8:00a.m.-4:30p.m.
Martinez Primary Care Clinic
150 Muir Road, Martinez, Calif 94553

Advice Nurse-Appointment Line

800-382-8387 Martinez Clinic
FPharmacy(Toll Free)Line .
e 2. cnun ran am s amee | | MONday to Friday, 9 a.m.-12 p.m.and 1 p.m.-3 p.m. PT

Appointments available

. - Call 1-800-382-8387 2and th ion 3 h
all 1-800-382- , press 2 and then option 3, or stay on the
Pleass visit one of our VA Clinics In Martinez | |ic to schedule an appointment.

——— - ) Visit VINVDV Websit
= ouar LD @
FLU shot - avalisble to all Veteransi Don'tWall . . . vore Benerit detaiis.

Monthly Show Topics IMPORTANT to VETERANS & Recently Discharged/Returning VETS
SUPPORT our Contra Costa County Veteran Service Officer

"VETERAN VOICES™
‘“}‘g.:‘.‘*" VETERA NS \sumb"

on SECOND WVMIONDAY OF NMIONTH
“pm

\!umlavs ”‘)I C E S \hmdays
AN

A Live, Interactive TV Show for Vets by Vets!

TUNL IN AND NSK YOUR
QUEFESTIONS ABOUT VETERAN
SERVICE OR VETERAN ISSULE.

Join us live on the 2nd Monday of each month to discuss relevant
issues facing our veterans.

‘ ,f\",‘:,e!?\ﬂ‘{"‘ 7:00 PM CCTV, Hosted by the
" Veterans Service Office Con-

(g z’ec‘ tv ! tra Costa County

wl 17 v Comscaet, 30d Surmwd 99 0n AT
pei Wtnend vype .’..Lm..... ' Vo

FA 5]' SIGNS

More than fast. More than signs” ge&»

FASTSIGNS #48 W

2551 San Ramon Valley Blvd. #113
San Ramon, CA 94583

ph. (925) 820-2202

fax. (925) 820-8911 L 4

Email: 48@fastsigns.com To purchase call: Mike Martin - 925.323.1093

s\@%



tel:+18003828387
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Viet Nam Veterans of Diablo Valley “INCOMING”

Feb 2025 |g&

Official Mailing Address:

| Viet Nam Veterans of Diablo Valley
Veterans Memorial Building of SRV
I ‘III ! 400 Hartz Avenue
Prowdy e Sered |- pogt Office Box 2079
Danville, CA 94526 - 2079 )
e i E-Mail: VNVDVI@gmail.com Tol M ;
| 2nzsommcens & 000 oA s | VNVDV s & VIPs
Y,
PRESIDENT -

Dennis Giacovelli
VICE PRESIDENT -

Jim Hill
TREASURER

Ed Baffico
SECRETARY

Carl Swanson
MEMBERSHIP

Rod Guyette

DIRECTOR - at - LARGE BRA S 1 &1 CRAAL VAL (D ¢
Past Newsletters & our
latest news on-line

Pronly e serven

Larry Tehero

DIRECTOR of
EVENTS

Robin Lemmo
SPEAKERS BUREAU

Bill Green
INFORMATION

Jon Robbins
PROCUREMENT

John “T. J.” Trujillo

PUBLIC RELATIONS
John “gr” Reese

WEBSITE
Chelle Clements

Jonathan “JON” Robbins

Director of Information
Editor / Publisher “INCOMING” News
News E-Mail: VNVDV.News@gmail.com

Keep your e-mail address current please!

NvD\/,org

PAST PRESIDENTS
Jim Hill

Steve Burchik
Dennis Giacovelli
Gary Estrella
William “Bill” Green
Ray La Rochelle
Michael Slattengren
Jerry Yahiro
John Estes B
Del Loewe T
Tim Hart bl
Mike Weber

Mike McDaniel

Rich Lambert

Ron Azarcon

Bill Picton

Norm Mahalich

The VietNam Veterans of Diablo Valley = established in
1891 as a local, grass-roots, non-profit, & all-volunteer Veteran
Service Organization (VSO) to promote & enhance the image of the
Viet Nam Veteran through Community Service & Support of our
fellow Veterans, and value & maintain a high level of dignity &
respect for the young men & women currently serving our nation
today in all branches of our military services. Danville’s Veter-
an’'s Memorial Building for the San Ramon Valley is home for
the VNVDV and designed for the next 100 years - to serve our vet-
erans now - those returning & our future veterans - while serving
as a lasting reminder & Memorial for all those who served before
us in the name of Freedom... leaving a “legacy”

The VNVDV meets monthlv on the 1st Thursday of every month
at the Bridges Golf Club, San Ramon.

VNVDV monthly Board of Directors Meetings are held on the 3rd
Thursday each month at the Veterans Memorial Building in the
Library / Board Room at 1800 Hrs. in Danville. To find out more
about programs & projects the VNVDV supports & events spon-
sored... visit the website at: www. VNVDV.com. All veterans &
guests are welcome to attend our “open’” membership meetings.
This VNVDV is a casual - “fun” - social veterans group - always
lockang for new members who enjoy friendship & the special bond
as military veterans. We are Proud of our Military Service... & of
our continued contributions to fellow veterans & community. Our
dinner meetings congist of a social dinner & guest speaker of in-
terest to veterans & military. Please join us... All dinner meetings
are OPEN - bring fellow VietNam veterans - active duty military -
history buffs - friends - community supporters... see what a differ-
ence volunteering makes in the lives of others. All veterans welcome!

DINNER MEETING
FEBRUARY 2025 MEETING
THURSDAY FEBRUARY 6TH

BRIDGES GOLF CLUB SAN RAMON
DINNER COST WILL BE $35




