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Dennis 

Giacovelli         

VNVDV 

President 

SPEAKER for the APRIL 3RD DINNER MEET-

ING will be DAVID BEHRING 

presenting portions of the doc-

umentary developed for the 

WHEELCHAIR FOUNDATION 

25TH ANNIVERSARY. Included 

will be information from the 

VNVDV/WCF trip to Vietnam in 

2024. 

APR 2025 

 
SATURDAY, MAY 17TH 

10:00 am 

First of all, a big shout out to all those 
who participated in the 100

th
 Anniver-

sary of our Veterans Memorial 
Building on Sunday March 30

th
.  If 

you missed this historic event, you will 
have to wait another 100 years.  It 
was truly a family event for the ages.  
The rain subsided and the vintage ve-
hicles decided to attend, highlighted 
by the SRVSFD own 1925 Fire Truck, 
which was stationed here in Danville 
back then.  In addition to displays 
showing the Veterans Memorial and 
Town of Danville through the ages, 
there were displays and artifacts on 
WWI and life in the 1920s.  There 
were also red and white tents with pe-
riod arcade games, inside and out-
side.  Inside the hall, we were serving 
free food and drink under the same 
red and white tents.   
 

I believe a great time was had 
by all.  It was well worth the 
colossal effort by many volun-
teers.  Many thanks to Bob Sa-
da who put on a fantastic 
event.   



President’s Message (Continued from Page One) 

Dennis Giacovelli 
President  
PH (925) 323-9404 
houseworks@pacbell.net 

MEMORIAL DAY 

 REMEMBRANCE 

MONDAY, MAY 26, 2025 

OAK HILL PARK 3005 STONE 

VALLEY ROAD, DANVILLE 

SET-UP 8:30 - MUSIC 10:00 AM - 

PROGRAM 11:00  

SPEAKER: MARY O’DONNELL, 

AMERICAN LEGION POST 246  

Honor  Veterans Walk in 

their Honor at the Phillips 

66 WALK of HONOR  

SAT - May 17, 2025 

REGISTER: 

 SFRWALKOFHONOR.COM 

April 5
th

 is Gold Star Spouses Day.  We 

commonly say Blue Star Moms or Gold 

Star Moms, but to every fallen service 

member there is an entire family unit.  A fa-

ther, a mother, a grandmother, grandfather, 

daughter, son, wife, husband.  Please take 

time to remember and honor all of those 

who are affected by this loss.    

April is a slow month for activities for the 

VNVDV, but rest up for May.   

May 17
th
 is the Walk of Honor, in Crockett.  

Please register on line for this yearly 

event at sfrwalkofhonor.com and press the 

“Register” button on the top right.  Please 

register even if you cannot walk the bridge.  

May 18
th

 is the annual Swearing-in Cere-

mony put on by the Veterans Memorial 

Building.  I believe this is one of the best 

things we can do as we honor those local 

high school graduates who are entering the 

Military.  This is held at the Town Green in 

Danville. Please come out and celebrate 

the commitment that these teens have 

made. 

May 26
th

 is the Memorial Day Ceremony 

the VNVDV puts on every year.  Please 

come out and help set up at 7:30 and or at-

tend at 10:30.   

I will not be attending the April meeting but 

you will be in good hands with Jim Hill. 

Thanks, and be safe 



SATURDAY MAY 17TH CROCKETT 

17, 2025 

16th 

After May 1, registration is $40 



REGISTRATION: INTERNET—sfrwalkofhonor.com, OR mail in registration form 



MAY 17, 2025 

REGISTER TO SUPPORT THE 

 VIETNAM VETERANS of DIABLO VALLEY 
AFTER APRIL 29, REGISTRATION IS $40 



Honoring the Men and Women  

who Served Our Nation 

 
The Phillips 66 Rodeo Renewable Energy Complex invites you to join us in honoring and celebrating the ser-
vice of our military veterans at the 16th Annual Walk of Honor, taking place on May 17, 2025. This event will 
provide a platform for us to come together and recognize the incredible sacrifices made by the men and wom-
en who have served our nation. 
  
A Tradition of Success 
Last year’s Walk of Honor raised an impressive $46,000, marking our highest fundraising total yet. These 
funds were evenly divided between the Vietnam Veterans of Diablo Valley and the Crockett Community Ser-
vices District, both of which continue to support veterans and local community services. 
  
Our Commitment to Veterans 
Over the last fifteen years, the Walk of Honor has raised and donated more than $560,000 to support our local 
veterans and community services. We are working hard to surpass previous years’ fundraising and participa-
tion milestones, and with your support, we are confident we will achieve even greater success. 
 
The VNVDV is dedicated to present and former members of the Armed Forces of the United States, through 
the support of local community activities, which recognize the contributions and sacrifices of Veterans. The 
CCSD is dedicated to the preservation and restoration of the Crockett Veterans Memorial Building. 
  
Schedule of Events 
8:30 – 9:30 am - Check in at the Crockett Community Center, 850 Pomona Street, Crockett. Transportation 
will be provided to and from the bridge. 
10:00 am - “Walk” begins.  
11:45 am - Luncheon Ceremony. 
  
Following the “Walk” all registered participants are invited to join us for a luncheon ceremony. 
  
Many local veterans service organizations and providers will be on hand to share information regarding their 
services. 
  
For questions, contact Aimee Henry at 510-245-5130 or Dave Schoenthal at 510-245-4400. 

 

SFR Community Fund Non-Profit 501c3 Tax ID 45-2483804. 
 

CROCKET COMMUNITY CENTER, CROCKETT, CA 



New E-Mail:  HSReese@att.net 

VIET NAM VETERANS DIABLO VALLEY APRIL BIRTHDAYS 

Thanks to the March Speaker Larry Tehero who discussed the accomplish-

ments of Albert Chang, a United States Army Combat Photographer who 

served in three wars, WW2, Korea and Vietnam. 

   Doug Miller   Army   Harry Fuller    Army  

  Del Loewe   Navy  Dennis Giacovelli  Navy  

  Michael Ebert  Army   Robert Romero  Navy  

  Dave Richardson  Army  Rich Lambert   Navy 

  Tom McHale   USMC  Steve Risk    USMC 

John Ruby Navy 

JOIN VETERANS ON 

SATURDAY MORNINGS 

8:30-12:00. ENJOY COF-

FEE, PASTERIES AND 

CONVERSATION. VMB, 

DANVILLE 



MARCH 2025 DINNER MEETING ATTENDEES 





 
 

Viet Nam Veterans of Diablo Valley 
SCHOLARSHIP  PROGRAM 

  

The Viet Nam Veterans of Diablo Valley are proud to support educational growth 

opportunities for veteran related students in our community. Our organization has established 

a scholarship program to provide some financial assistance to these students in their pursuit 

for a higher education. We encourage all who qualify to apply. 

 

ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS 

 

• Any child or grandchild of an active VNVDV member in good standing is eligible to  

  apply. 

• Scholarship is a onetime issue. This is not a renewable grant  

• Application submissions limited to 2025 graduating High School Seniors and/or current   

  trade or college academic students pursing a certificate or degree. 

• Copy of all High School and/or college related academic transcripts  

• Copy of letter of acceptance or enrollment confirmation to a  

  two (2 ) or four (4 ) year college/university or accredited trade school. 

• Essay - Applicants must submit a 500-1000 word essay based on the theme  

 “The American Veteran”. 

• Essays will be reviewed and scholarship grants will be awarded by an independent panel    

  of U.S, Military Veterans. 

• Four (4) $1000. Individual Scholarship grants will be awarded. One award per person. 

• Awarded recipients and their family will be invited to a future VNVDV reception as our    

  guests and will be honored and acknowledged by our members.  

• Applications, transcripts and essays must be received by May 15, 2025 

 

INFORMATION and QUESTIONS 

 

To request an application or if you have questions regarding the VNVDV Scholarship 

Program please contact: 

Jim Murphy - 925 858-2618 • Email: jimmurphycreative@yahoo.com 

Bill Green - 925 683-3293 • Email: billgreen@aol.com 

 
cc/2025 

 

 

 
 

 

SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM 

 REQUIREMENTS 

CONGRATULATIONS TO 

THE 2024 SCHOLARS AND 

THE TREMENDOUS EFFORT 

OF BILL GREEN AND JIM 

MURPHY CO-CHAIRS OF 

THE AWARD COMMITTEE 



   Viet Nam Veterans of Diablo Valley 

Scholarship Application 

 

Last Name__________________________________     First Name______________________________ 

Address_____________________________________________________________________________ 

City________________________________________ State__________________ Zip_______________ 

Phone______________________________________ Email____________________________________ 

VNVDV Qualifying Member______________________________________________________________ 

Relationship to Applicant________________________________________________________________ 

High School Attended_______________________________ GPA________________________________ 

College/University/Tradeschool___________________________________________________________ 

Address of School Financial Aid Office______________________________________________________ 

City________________________________________ State__________________ Zip_______________ 

List extra-curricular activities and noteworthy 

accomplishments:______________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

NOTE: Scholarship eligibility is limited to children and grandchildren of VNVDV members in good 

standing. 

Scholarship value is $1000. is awarded as a onetime only issue and is not renewable.  

DIRECTIONS: Please fill out application to the best of your ability and attach copies of: 

- Your High School and/or College transcripts 

- Your College/University/Trade School acceptance letter or current student status 

- Your Essay 

Submit completed application along with requested attachments to: 

VNVDV/Scholarship  P.O. Box 2079   Danville, CA 94526 

APPLICATION AND ATTACMENTS MUST BE RECEIVED BY May 15, 2025 



The VietNam Veterans of Dia-
blo Valley thank the Blue Star 
Moms Chapter 101 & Marines Memorial 
Association for their dedication & 
tireless efforts to honor & sup-
port our Gold Star Families 
each year. 

The Blue Star Moms - East Bay Chapter 101 & the Marines Memorial Association 
Club & Hotel Honored & Remembered the Gold Star Families of California in a 

two-day Tribute in  San Francisco at a Reception & Memorial Program to Honor 
our California Fallen Heroes. The VNVDV was  honored to attend. 



Please SUPPORT  &  FOLLOW NEWS from some of our SUPPORTERS & FRIENDS WEBSITES: 

Contra Costa  County Veterans Service Office - Call the County VSO Office for Assistance - call 925 / 313-1481 for Appt. 
All Wars Memorial and obtaining AWM Pavers at Oak Hill Park - visit:   www.AllWarsMemorial.org  
Marines Memorial Association / Hotel / Club in SF - Visit their website at:  www.MarineClub.com 

Sentinels of Freedom Scholarship Foundation - visit:  www.SentinelsofFreedom.org 
Wheelchair Foundation & Wine for Wheels - Support our those in need of mobility - Visit:  www.WineforWheels.org  
Blue Star Moms #101 website:  www.bluestarmoms.org  &  Blue Star Moms #20 website: www.ccbluestarmoms.org 

VNVDV website to see more about the Vietnam Veterans of Diablo Valley  at:  www.VNVDV.org 
 

VISIT THE WEBSITE for the VETERANS MEMORIAL BUILDING  at: www.VMBSRV.org 
 

SUPPORT OUR BLUE STAR MOMS “DROP-OFF” LOCATIONS 

Oak Hill Park Memorial Expands 

The New Paver Section with 600 Pavers 

Do you have an AWM Paver? Don't wait - 

Honor a veteran, friend, neighbor, family member 

or patriot with a special AWM Paver Tribute!   

1st ENGRAVING COMPLETED—Hopefully 1 in May!   
Custom Engraving is performed Spring & Fall. 
Take time to visit the AWM - then the website 
for an application form. Order your AWM Paver 

www.AllWarsMemorial.org  
Questions?  See link on AWM Website 

Thanks to Procurement Director John “T.J.” Trujillo for his monthly display of 
VNVDV Hats and Shirts. Order your VNVDV NAME TAGS contact “T.J.”  

For all 

your 

VNVDV 

Shirts and 

Hats team 

with TJ 

and Pow-

er Stitch 

We Thank David Behring & the Wheel 
Chair Foundation for the support of 

VNVDV & our four amazing wheel chair 
distribution trips to Vietnam.  

VNVDV Hats and Shirts 

Supplier: Power Stitch 3195 

Danville Blvd, Suite 2 

 Alamo, 925-362-3477, 

powerstitch@comcast.net 



Watch live every 2nd Monday at 7 pm on CCTV 

Join us live on the 2nd Monday of each month to discuss relevant 
issues facing our veterans. 

7:00 PM CCTV, Hosted by the 

Veterans Service Office Con-

tra Costa County 

GET YOUR FLU SHOT 

MARTINEZ CLINIC 

Martinez Clinic 

Monday to Friday, 9 a.m. - 12 p.m. and 1 p.m. - 3 p.m. PT 

Appointments available 

Call 1-800-382-8387, press 2 and then option 3, or stay on the 
line to schedule an appointment. 

tel:+18003828387


Apr 2025  

PRESIDENT - 

   Dennis Giacovelli 

VICE  PRESIDENT - 

   Jim Hill 

TREASURER  

    Ed Baffico 

SECRETARY 

   Carl Swanson   

MEMBERSHIP  

   Rod Guyette   

DIRECTOR - at - LARGE 

   Larry Tehero 

DIRECTOR  of  
EVENTS 

   Robin Lemmo  

SPEAKERS BUREAU 

   Bill Green   

INFORMATION 

   Jon Robbins   

PROCUREMENT 

   John “T. J.”  Trujillo 
  

PUBLIC  RELATIONS 

   John “jgr”  Reese 

WEBSITE                                              
Chelle Clements 

2023 OFFICERS  &  BOD 

PAST  PRESIDENTS 

Jim Hill 

Steve Burchik 

Dennis Giacovelli 

Gary Estrella  

William “Bill” Green 

Ray La Rochelle 

Michael Slattengren 

Jerry Yahiro 

John Estes 

Del  Loewe 

Tim  Hart 

Mike Weber 

Mike McDaniel 

Rich Lambert 

Ron Azarcon 

Bill Picton 

Norm Mahalich 

 
DINNER MEETING 

APRIL 2025 MEETING 

THURSDAY APRIL 3RD  

BRIDGES GOLF CLUB SAN RAMON  

DINNER COST WILL BE $35 

Bridges Golf Club, San Ramon. 


