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SPEAKERS for the NOVEMBER 7TH DIN-
NER MEETING, JOSH ZEBLEY 
will provide an update of Veter-
ans Information from the Con-
tra Costa County Veterans Ser-
vice Organization office in 
Martinez. NATHAN JOHNSON 
will discuss his work with Vet-
erans at the VA Martínez Clinic. 

NOV 2024 

 

VNVDV’s dinner of the year…  Christmas 

Holiday Appreciation & Recognition Din-

ner Gala, DECEMBER 5th, 

 Social at 5 - Sit-down Dinner at 6 

RSVP your MEAL SELECTION TO  

Ed Baffico– 925-831-9678 

Email: edgogolf@sbcglobal.net 

by NOV 22nd  

 Entre: Prime Rib  -  Salmon or Vegetarian 

PRICE $70 per DINNER 

Bridges Golf Club, San Ramon 

The Fall has been very busy for VNVDV ac-

tivities. The October Meeting was highlight-

ed by the presentation from Marcia Estrella, 

Chris Burchik and Dave Smith providing a 

path for critical information records prior to 

someone becoming incapacitated. Copies 

of the information are on the VNVDV Web-

site. 

 

We have a lot going on in the next two 

months. Here is the rundown of what has 

happened and what is scheduled. 

 

 SUNDAY NOVEMBER 3     The 

Pleasanton Veterans Day Parade kicked 

off at 1:00 PM and included our full-size 

Huey Helicopter along with our own color 

guard.  Special shout-out to Jim Oram and 

Scott Carr plus the volunteers that pre-

pared the Huey for the parade. 

In the afternoon a full event room at the 

VMB participated in the Celebration of Life 

for Jerry Yahiro. Jerry touched so many 

lives as a Veteran Advocate and a leader of 

the many Events supported by the VNVDV. 

Jerry will be truly missed by all. 
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Bollinger Canyon Road will be com-
pletely closed between Camino Ra-
mon and Market Place on 
from Thursday, November 7. Detours 
will be in place to direct traffic around 
the construction zone 

 

 SUNDAY NOVEMBER 3     The Pleasanton 

Veterans Day Parade kicked off at 1:00 PM 

and included our full-size Huey Helicopter 

along with our own color guard.  Special shoot

-out to Jim Oram and Scott Carr plus the vol-

unteers that prepared the Huey for the parade. 

In the afternoon a full event room at the VMB 

participated in the Celebration of Life for Jer-

ry Yahiro. Jerry touched so many lives as a 

Veteran Advocate and a leader of the many 

Events supported by the VNVDV. Jerry will be 

truly missed by all who worked with him. 

During Jerry’s Celebration Service Gary Villal-

ba, longtime Veteran Service Office Director 

and advocate for VNVDV members was con-

tacted and offered his regrets that he could not 

attend due to homecare commitments in San-

ta Barbara, CA. Gary sends his best wishes to 

all. 

TUESDAY NOVEMBER 5    The Contra Cos-

ta County Board of Supervisors hosted a 

Veterans Day recognition in the Board Cham-

bers at 11:00 AM.  This annual event honors 

Veterans and the support offered by Contra 

Costa County is appreciated. VNVDV attend-

ed and supports this event.  

 

SAT-MONDAY NOVEMBER 9-11    Veterans 

Day Exhibits will be featured at the VMB. De-

tails are in the Flyer in the Newsletter. The 

static Huey will be on display and thanks are 

offered to the volunteers that watch over the 

helicopter during the event.  

 

On Monday November 11, from 7:30-10:30 

there will be a PANCAKE BREAKFAST spon-

sored by the Danville Town Council and will 

be served in the upstairs event room in the 

VMB.   

 

THURSDAY DECEMBER 5   The 

December Meeting is the Christmas 

sit-down Dinner and VNVDV 

Recognition Event to honor mem-

bers and supporters who have con-

tributed to VNVDV activities. Reser-

vations are required and there is a 

deadline of November 22 to re-

serve your place. Prime Rib, Salm-

on and Vegetarian meals are of-

fered, and a meal selection must 

be made with your reservation. 

The per meal cost is $70. Do not 

miss this spectacular gala.  

 

Finally, the November meeting will be 

the election of Officers and Board 

Directors for 2025. Ballots for voting 

will be distributed at the meeting and 

a ballot is also included in the No-

vember Newsletter for mail in voting.  

 

Thank you again for your support and 

I look forward to seeing you at the 

November Dinner Meeting. 











OCTOBER 2024 VNVDV DINNER MEETING 



OCTOBER 2024 VNVDV DINNER MEETING 

THANKS FOR YOUR ATTENDANCE 







New E-Mail:  HSReese@att.net 

VIET NAM VETERANS DIABLO VALLEY NOV. BIRTHDAYS 

Thanks to the October Speakers Marcia Estrella, Chris Burchick and 
Dave Smith. The presentation on “Next of Kin” consideration dis-
cussed practical steps that can be taken to assemble important in-
formation for family members so that vital records and plans are 
identified and developed should a member become incapacitated.  

 Bud Eckert  Marines  Bill Hodges   Navy 

 “TJ” Trujillo  Army  Lorrie Sammons  Navy 

 Tom Holstrom Navy  Gary Pforr    Marines 

 Steve Mazaika Army  Donald Parker  Navy 

 Phil Stage  Army  Slatts Slattengren Navy 

 Kasey Warner Navy  Charles Gibson  Army  

   Bob Poirier  Navy  John Ricardo  Army 

 Steve Shirey Army  Tom Eager   Army 

 Tom Herevy  Army  Jack O’Bryan  Army 

Dave Corozza Air Force  



INFORMATION FOR PLANNING 



Please SUPPORT  &  FOLLOW NEWS from some of our SUPPORTERS & FRIENDS WEBSITES: 

Contra Costa  County Veterans Service Office - Call the County VSO Office for Assistance - call 925 / 313-1481 for Appt. 
All Wars Memorial and obtaining AWM Pavers at Oak Hill Park - visit:   www.AllWarsMemorial.org  
Marines Memorial Association / Hotel / Club in SF - Visit their website at:  www.MarineClub.com 

Sentinels of Freedom Scholarship Foundation - visit:  www.SentinelsofFreedom.org 
Wheelchair Foundation & Wine for Wheels - Support our those in need of mobility - Visit:  www.WineforWheels.org  
Blue Star Moms #101 website:  www.bluestarmoms.org  &  Blue Star Moms #20 website: www.ccbluestarmoms.org 

VNVDV website to see more about the Vietnam Veterans of Diablo Valley  at:  www.VNVDV.org 
 

VISIT THE WEBSITE for the VETERANS MEMORIAL BUILDING  at: www.VMBSRV.org 
 

SUPPORT OUR BLUE STAR MOMS “DROP-OFF” LOCATIONS 

Oak Hill Park Memorial Expands 

The New Paver Section with 600 Pavers 

Do you have an AWM Paver? Don't wait - 

Honor a veteran, friend, neighbor, family member 

or patriot with a special AWM Paver Tribute!   

1st ENGRAVING COMPLETED—Hopefully 1 in May!   
Custom Engraving is performed Spring & Fall. 
Take time to visit the AWM - then the website 
for an application form. Order your AWM Paver 

www.AllWarsMemorial.org  
Questions?  See link on AWM Website 

Thanks to Procurement Director John “T.J.” Trujillo for his monthly display of 
VNVDV Hats and Shirts. Order your VNVDV NAME TAGS contact “T.J.”  

For all 

your 

VNVDV 

Shirts and 

Hats team 

with TJ 

and Pow-

er Stitch 

We Thank David Behring & the Wheel 
Chair Foundation for the support of 

VNVDV & our four amazing wheel chair 
distribution trips to Vietnam.  

VNVDV Hats and Shirts 

Supplier: Power Stitch 3195 

Danville Blvd, Suite 2 

 Alamo, 925-362-3477, 

powerstitch@comcast.net 



Watch live every 2nd Monday at 7 pm on CCTV 

Join us live on the 2nd Monday of each month to discuss relevant 
issues facing our veterans. 

7:00 PM CCTV, Hosted by the 

Veterans Service Office Con-

tra Costa County 

GET YOUR FLU SHOT 

MARTINEZ CLINIC 

Martinez Clinic 

Monday to Friday, 9 a.m. - 12 p.m. and 1 p.m. - 3 p.m. PT 

Appointments available 

Call 1-800-382-8387, press 2 and then option 3, or stay on the 
line to schedule an appointment. 

tel:+18003828387


Nov 2024  
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2023 OFFICERS  &  BOD 
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Steve Burchik 

Dennis Giacovelli 

Gary Estrella  

William “Bill” Green 

Ray La Rochelle 
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John Estes 

Del  Loewe 

Tim  Hart 
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Mike McDaniel 
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Ron Azarcon 

Bill Picton 

Norm Mahalich 

Established 1991 

 
DINNER MEETING 

OCTOBER MEETING 

THURSDAY NOVEMBER 7TH  

BRIDGES GOLF CLUB SAN RAMON  

DINNER COST WILL BE $35 


