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SPEAKER for the JUNE 6th DINNER 
MEETING, Mike Payne will discuss his 

experiences as a beekeep-
er. Mike has more than 30 
years of involvement as an 
Apiculturist and has main-
tained hives in Contra Cos-
ta and Solano Counties  

JUN 2024 

15TH  ANNUAL  WALK OF HONOR HAD 

A GREAT TURNOUT AND THE GENER-

OSITY OF THE 38 SPONSORS YIELDED 

A $23,000 DONATION TO THE VNVDV. 

AIMEE HENRY, PHILLIPS 66 WALK OF 

HONOR EVENT MANAGER AND THE 

VETERANS PLANNING COMMITTEE 

PRODUCED THIS TREMENDOUS EVENT. 

 

JOHN REESE RE-
CEIVES DONATION 

FROM AIMEE HENRY 

We continue to enjoy good dinner 
meeting attendance and thanks to the 
many attendees. Once again Fred Gra-
nados arranged for an interesting May 
speaker, Dao Nguyen who completed 
the story of her family’s relocation 
from Vietnam to America in 1975 after 
the fall of Saigon. Dao also provided 
an update on the “HONOR FLIGHT” 
program.  

May included a number of major 
events. May 18th the 15TH Annual 
WALK OF HONOR sponsored by 
PHILLIPS 66 was a great success. 
The well attended program included 
the support of the following Sponsors: 
VNVDV Members, VFW Post 75, 
American Legion Post 246, Blue Star 
Moms Chapter 101, Railroad Veter-
ans, and members of the Danville 
Town Council. The Sponsors com-
bined with the generosity of PHIL-
LIPS 66 yielded a donation of 
$23,000 for the VNVDV. These funds 
will provide support for the many 
VNVDV activities that benefit Veter-
ans in the Diablo Valley.   
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Jim Hill 
President  
PH (510) 410-1040 
jamauihill@yahoo.com 

FOURTH OF JULY PARADE WILL BE 

HELD ON THURSDAY JULY 4, 2023 

680 NORTH OR SOUTH EXIT EL CERRO WEST. 

DANVILLE BLVD ONLY RIGHT TURN ALLOWED. 

LEFT DEL AMIGO TO LEFT VERONA TO LEFT 

LOVE LANE TO HIGH SCHOOL PARKING LOT UN-

DER SOLAR PANELS. 

PARADE START 0900 MUSTER 0800. 

VNVDV WHITE COLLARED JERSEY SHIRT, DARK 

SLACKS OR SHORTS, WHITE VNVDV CAP. 

VNVDV MEMBERS WILL HAND OUT FLAGS TO PA-

RADE SPECTATORS.  

On May 19th the annual SWEARING-
IN CEREMONY on the Danville 
Green honoring Tri Valley high school 
service recruits and graduates headed 
to the Military Academies. Congratu-
lations to all the honorees.  

May 27th the MEMROIAL DAY RE-
MEMBRANCE CEREMONY was held 
at Oak Hill Park in Danville. The main 
speaker VNVDV member Bill Green 
provided an excellent presentation. 
Many thanks to the Boy Scouts and all 
volunteers who contributed to the site 
preparation for the event. 

June 21-23 Bill Green’s Duck Club in 
Yuba City will host a weekend retreat 
for GWOT Veterans. This event is dis-
cussed in the Newsletter. The Phillips 
66 Walk of Honor donation to the 
VNVDV contributes to the cost of the 
retreat.  

Please plan to participate in the Dan-
ville 4th of July Parade. The 
VNVDV will distribute American 
Flags to children and families view-
ing the parade. Walk with the VNVDV 
Color Guard and engage the crowd. 
Bring family and friends to distribute 
flags and make this event a meaning-
ful success. Parade details are in the 
Newsletter. After the parade return to 
the Veterans Memorial Building for 
the VFW Post 75 BBQ.  

PLEASE NOTE: The June Meeting is 
the last meeting held at Crow Canyon 
Country Club. The July VNVDV 
Monthly Meeting will be held 
on Thursday, JULY 11TH. 

The new meeting facility is Bridg-
es Golf Club, 9000 South Gale 
Ridge Road, San Ramon, CA 
94582. Details are in the Newslet-
ter. 

Finally, please remember BILL PIC-
TON, past VNVDV President who 
passed last month. Bill is recognized in 
the Newsletter. 
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The 2024 Swearing-In Ceremony Sunday May 19 recognized  graduating 
High School seniors who are entering military service or the Academies. 



32nd Anniversary Memorial Day Remembrance 
Sponsored by Viet Nam Veterans of Diablo Valley 



MAY 2024 VNVDV DINNER MEETING 



BILL PICTON was elected the second president of  The 

Viet Nam Veterans of  Diablo Valley in the mid-1990s, fol-

lowing another Marine – Norm Mahalich.  Prior to serving 

as President, he was VNVDV Treasurer for several years, 

and was responsible for incorporated the VNVDV as a non-

profit, tax-exempt veterans’ organization shortly after the 

organization was formed in 1991.  Bill was a CPA and was 

the Chair for the All Wars Memorial fundraising.  After 10+ 

Golf  Tournaments and still needing funds for the AWM a 

Foundation was formed including key community members 

in early 2000.   Picton served on the All Wars Memorial 

Foundation Board in the early 2000s and served as AWM 

Foundation President for most of  the past twenty plus 

years. The AWM began construction in 2003 with a ground-

breaking and dedications, officially opening on Memorial 

Day 2005. The AWM is approaching its twenty-year anni-

versary.  The VietNam Veterans of  Diablo Valley Remember 

Bill Picton! 

  

JULY MEETING 

THURSDAY JULY 11TH  

BRIDGES GOLF CLUB 

SAN RAMON 

9000 S. Gale Ridge Rd. 

San Ramon, CA 94582 

5 PM MEET AND VISIT 

6 PM DINNER 

CROW CANYON 

BRIDGES GOLF 



One of the VNVDV’s less publicized efforts is a special veteran services 

program designed by long-time VNVDV member & Director Bill Green 
- who serves as a volunteer “mentor” for Vet Center support  groups.   

Created to assist our more recent returning vets  - “GWOT” (Global War 

on Terrorism) giving them a relaxed, social environment to aide in read-

justment to civilian life & activities after combat military service..  

Assisting the VNVDV with counselor support is our County Veterans 

Service Office & Vet Center “mentors & coaches” allowing time for these 

younger vets to talk with other veterans.  This worthy program was de-

veloped for returning / GWOT veterans - and made possible, largely due 

to funding received through our partnership with Phillips 66  & their 

annual “Walk of Honor” on Armed Forces Day.  We thank all those 

who support this year’s event. 



THE VETERANS OF FOREIGN  

WARS  POST 75 IS HOSTING A 

BARBECUE AT THE VETREANS 

MEMORIAL BUILDING, 400 HARTZ  

FOLLOWING THE 4TH OF JULY PA-

RADE. PARADE PARTICIPANTS, PA-

RADE VIEWERS, FRIENDS AND 

FAMILY ARE INVITED TO JOIN THIS 

FESTIVE AFFAIR. ED “MOOSE” 

MESHINSKY OFFERS YEARS OF 

EXPEIRNECE PRODUCING  VFW 

EVENTS AND THIS BBQ OFFERS 

A  GREAT WAY TO ENJOY THE 

FOURTH WITH CELEBRANTS.  



New E-Mail:  HSReese@att.net 

VIET NAM VETERANS DIABLO VALLEY JUNE BIRTHDAYS 

Thanks to the MaySpeaker, Dao Nguyen, for her presentation on her 

family escape from Vietnam in 1975 and their journey to the United 

States. Doa also provided information on “Honor Flight”.  

Gordon Dunne  Army  Dave Turner   Navy 

Don Schroeder  Army  Pete Longoria  Marines 

Lee Halverson  Marines Bill Green   Army 

Bobby Dunton  Navy  Phillip Simon  Coast Gd. 

Daniel Miranda  Army  Saber Zell   Marines 

Ken Jones   Navy  William Hendley Air Force 

Dave Farkas  Navy  Mark Marcum  Army 

Hank Stanger   Navy  Dennis Kline  Navy 

Bob McDonnell Army  Bill Youngblood Army 



Please SUPPORT  &  FOLLOW NEWS from some of our SUPPORTERS & FRIENDS WEBSITES: 

Contra Costa  County Veterans Service Office - Call the County VSO Office for Assistance - call 925 / 313-1481 for Appt. 
All Wars Memorial and obtaining AWM Pavers at Oak Hill Park - visit:   www.AllWarsMemorial.org  
Marines Memorial Association / Hotel / Club in SF - Visit their website at:  www.MarineClub.com 

Sentinels of Freedom Scholarship Foundation - visit:  www.SentinelsofFreedom.org 
Wheelchair Foundation & Wine for Wheels - Support our those in need of mobility - Visit:  www.WineforWheels.org  
Blue Star Moms #101 website:  www.bluestarmoms.org  &  Blue Star Moms #20 website: www.ccbluestarmoms.org 

VNVDV website to see more about the Vietnam Veterans of Diablo Valley  at:  www.VNVDV.org 
 

VISIT THE WEBSITE for the VETERANS MEMORIAL BUILDING  at: www.VMBSRV.org 
 

SUPPORT OUR BLUE STAR MOMS “DROP-OFF” LOCATIONS 

Oak Hill Park Memorial Expands 

The New Paver Section with 600 Pavers 

Do you have an AWM Paver? Don't wait - 

Honor a veteran, friend, neighbor, family member 

or patriot with a special AWM Paver Tribute!   

1st ENGRAVING COMPLETED—Hopefully 1 in May!   
Custom Engraving is performed Spring & Fall. 
Take time to visit the AWM - then the website 
for an application form. Order your AWM Paver 

www.AllWarsMemorial.org  
Questions?  See link on AWM Website 

Thanks to Procurement Director John “T.J.” Trujillo for his monthly display of 
VNVDV Hats and Shirts. Order your VNVDV NAME TAGS contact “T.J.”  

For all 

your 

VNVDV 

Shirts and 

Hats team 

with TJ 

and Pow-

er Stitch 

We Thank David Behring & the Wheel 
Chair Foundation for the support of 
VNVDV & our three amazing wheel 
chair distribution trips to Vietnam.  

VNVDV Hats and Shirts 

Supplier: Power Stitch 3195 

Danville Blvd, Suite 2 

 Alamo, 925-362-3477, 

powerstitch@comcast.net 



Watch live every 2nd Monday at 7 pm on CCTV 

Join us live on the 2nd Monday of each month to discuss relevant 
issues facing our veterans. 

7:00 PM CCTV, Hosted by the 

Veterans Service Office Con-

tra Costa County 
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PRESIDENT - 

   Jim Hill 

VICE  PRESIDENT - 

   Dennis Giacovelli  

TREASURER  

    Ed Baffico 

SECRETARY 

   Carl Swanson   

MEMBERSHIP  

   Jim Murphy   

DIRECTOR - at - LARGE 

   Fred Granados 

DIRECTOR  of  
EVENTS 

   Jerry Yahiro/Skip              
George   

SPEAKERS BUREAU 

   Bill Green   

INFORMATION 

   Jon Robbins   

PROCUREMENT 

   John “T. J.”  Trujillo 
  

PUBLIC  RELATIONS 

   John “jgr”  Reese 

WEBSITE                                              
Chelle Clements 

2023 OFFICERS  &  BOD 

PAST  PRESIDENTS 

Steve Burchik 

Dennis Giacovelli 

Gary Estrella  

William “Bill” Green 

Ray La Rochelle 

Michael Slattengren 

Jerry Yahiro 

John Estes 

Del  Loewe 

Tim  Hart 

Mike Weber 

Mike McDaniel 

Rich Lambert 

Ron Azarcon 

Bill Picton 

Norm Mahalich 

Established 1991 

 
DINNER MEETING 

JUNE 6TH, 
 CROW CANYON COUNTRY CLUB 

JULY MEETING 
THURSDAY JULY 11TH  

BRIDGES GOLF CLUB SAN RAMON 

$30 







All are invited to attend the 2024 Swearing-In Ceremony Sunday May 
19 to recognize  graduating High School seniors who are entering mili-
tary service or the Academies. Danville Library, Front Street at 1 PM 

2024 

MEMORIAL DAY REMEMBERANCE 

MONDAY MAY 27, 2024 

OAK HILL PARK 3005 STONE VALLEY ROAD 

DANVILLE 

SET-UP 8:30 - MUSIC 10:00 AM - PROGRAM 

11:00  

SPEAKER: BILL GREEN, VNVDV MEMBER  




