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President 

SPEAKER for the AUGUST 1ST DINNER 
MEETING, VNVDV member KAREN 

BORN will speak about her 
experiences as a Navy Nurse 
stationed on the USS Sanc-
tuary while operating off the 
shore of I Corps in support 
of the Marine Corps. 

AUG 2024 

 

FOURTH OF JULY PARADE 

LARGE ENTHUSIASTIC 

CROWD 

Thanks to the large membership partici-

pation at the July Dinner Meeting held at 

Bridges Golf Cub in San Ramon. This is a 

great start for this new venue. Continued 

attendance greater than 60 insures the 

future success of the VNVDV dinner gath-

erings. Dennis Giacovelli hosted the 

meeting and also provided a very in-

formative presentation covering the Histo-

ry of the Brown Water Navy. 

There will be a Celebration of Life for 

Yolanda Vega, Friday August 9th, 4-7 

PM at the Veterans Memorial Building. 

Please RSVP to: Patty Harris @ (925) 

989-2960 or Roxane Langevin @ (925) 

788-5281 

I want to thank all our members who par-

ticipated in the July 4 parade.  We had 

three contingents: Huey Crew, Color 

Guard and members plus member 

families who passed out 10,000 flags.  

The crowd appeared to be one of the 

largest and they appeared to appreciate 

the presence of Viet Nam Veterans of Di-

ablo Valley. 



President’s Message (Continued from Page One) 

Jim Hill 
President  
PH (510) 410-1040 
jamauihill@yahoo.com 

VNVDV HONORS THOSE WHO CON-

TRIBUTE TO THE PARADE SUCCESS 

WITH THEIR PERSONAL EFFORTS 

President’s Message (Continued from Column One) 

JIM ORAM PREPARED THE “HUEY” HELICOPTER  

FOR THE PARADE. EXTENSIVE CLEANING WAS 

REQUIRED  AFTER OUTDOOR STORAGE AT BU-

CHANAN AIRFIELD 

VNVDV MEM-

BER COLOR 

GUARD 

Please note the VNVDV Group Picture 

on page one of the Newsletter. The 4th 

of July Parade is a special opportunity 

for members to gather. This 2024 post 

parade photo was taken at Luna Loca in 

Danville.  

Please note that the GIANNI’S TIPS 

FOR CHANGE FUNRAISER FOR THE 

Veterans Memorial Building operations 

fund has been cancelled. Gianni’s Res-

taurant management has changed and 

there will be a two-month shutdown for 

renovation. An alternative funding pro-

gram is being developed. 

Monday August 12th VNVDV will sup-

port the 21st Annual Drive Fore Mobili-

ty Golf Tournament to raise funds for 

The Wheelchair Foundation. This event 

is essential in providing the resources 

for the VNVDV Wheelchair Distribution 

trip to Vietnam in October 2024. 

A reminder: Our next Dinner Meeting is 

on August 1st.  It is important that we 

maintain attendance at the monthly Din-

ners.  A number of our members travel 

during the summer so it is even more im-

portant that you make a special effort to 

join us at the dinner. Information on 

Bridges Golf Club is included in the 

Newsletter. 

Thank you for your support and see you 

on August 1st at Bridges. 





FOURTH OF JULY PARADE 2024 



JULY 2024 VNVDV DINNER MEETING 



AUGUST 1ST  
BRIDGES GOLF CLUB 

SAN RAMON 

9000 S. Gale Ridge Rd. 

San Ramon, CA 94582 

5 PM MEET AND VISIT 

6 PM DINNER 

With the change of venues 

the dinner cost is now $35 

 RECENTLY PASSED VNVDV MEMBERS WERE  

HONORED AT THE  JULY 2024 DINNER MEETING 

THANKS TO DENNIS GIACOVELLI FOR THIS 

PRESENTATION 



New E-Mail:  HSReese@att.net 

VIET NAM VETERANS DIABLO VALLEY AUGUST BIRTHDAYS 

Thanks to the July VNVDV Member Dennis Giacovelli for his 
presentation on the history of the Brown Water Navy and his 
personal experiences with Strike Assault Boats operated in 

the Mekong Delta. 

    Jack Enright   Army    Denver Mills   Navy 

    Ed Meshinsky        Army      Carl Swanson  Army    

    James Hart   Marine    Bill Picton  Marine 

    Mike Martin         Navy    Doyle Sivils  Army 

    Gary Sponseller  Army    Trey Blum   Marine 

Marcia Estrella  Honorary 







Please SUPPORT  &  FOLLOW NEWS from some of our SUPPORTERS & FRIENDS WEBSITES: 

Contra Costa  County Veterans Service Office - Call the County VSO Office for Assistance - call 925 / 313-1481 for Appt. 
All Wars Memorial and obtaining AWM Pavers at Oak Hill Park - visit:   www.AllWarsMemorial.org  
Marines Memorial Association / Hotel / Club in SF - Visit their website at:  www.MarineClub.com 

Sentinels of Freedom Scholarship Foundation - visit:  www.SentinelsofFreedom.org 
Wheelchair Foundation & Wine for Wheels - Support our those in need of mobility - Visit:  www.WineforWheels.org  
Blue Star Moms #101 website:  www.bluestarmoms.org  &  Blue Star Moms #20 website: www.ccbluestarmoms.org 

VNVDV website to see more about the Vietnam Veterans of Diablo Valley  at:  www.VNVDV.org 
 

VISIT THE WEBSITE for the VETERANS MEMORIAL BUILDING  at: www.VMBSRV.org 
 

SUPPORT OUR BLUE STAR MOMS “DROP-OFF” LOCATIONS 

Oak Hill Park Memorial Expands 

The New Paver Section with 600 Pavers 

Do you have an AWM Paver? Don't wait - 

Honor a veteran, friend, neighbor, family member 

or patriot with a special AWM Paver Tribute!   

1st ENGRAVING COMPLETED—Hopefully 1 in May!   
Custom Engraving is performed Spring & Fall. 
Take time to visit the AWM - then the website 
for an application form. Order your AWM Paver 

www.AllWarsMemorial.org  
Questions?  See link on AWM Website 

Thanks to Procurement Director John “T.J.” Trujillo for his monthly display of 
VNVDV Hats and Shirts. Order your VNVDV NAME TAGS contact “T.J.”  

For all 

your 

VNVDV 

Shirts and 

Hats team 

with TJ 

and Pow-

er Stitch 

We Thank David Behring & the Wheel 
Chair Foundation for the support of 
VNVDV & our three amazing wheel 
chair distribution trips to Vietnam.  

VNVDV Hats and Shirts 

Supplier: Power Stitch 3195 

Danville Blvd, Suite 2 

 Alamo, 925-362-3477, 

powerstitch@comcast.net 



Watch live every 2nd Monday at 7 pm on CCTV 

Join us live on the 2nd Monday of each month to discuss relevant 
issues facing our veterans. 

7:00 PM CCTV, Hosted by the 

Veterans Service Office Con-

tra Costa County 
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DINNER MEETING 

AUGUST MEETING 

THURSDAY AUGUST 1ST  

BRIDGES GOLF CLUB SAN RAMON  

DINNER COST WILL BE $35 


