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SPEAKER for the FEBRUARY 1ST DINNER 
MEETING Steve Frew - VNVDV Member  - 

Steve was in the Navy and 
served on the USS Hancock. Af-
ter leaving the service Steve 
was involved in Law Enforce-
ment and this evening he will 
speak on Emergency Prepara-
tion. 

2024 VNVDV Crab Feed  

Sunday - Feb. 11th 

“Help Sell Tickets” 

“Donations Needed” 

For the Feb. 11 Crab Feed donations 

don’t fall from the sky. For this 2024 

event Jim Murphy and Jim Hill need 

everyone’s help to make the Auction 

successful. Contact them to discuss 

ways to contribute to the success of 

this fund raiser.  

Left: JIM MURPHY, 925 858 2618 

 jimmurphycreative@yahoo.com 

Right: JIM HILL, 510 410 1040 

 jamauihill@yahoo.com 

ADDITIONAL DONATION INFO IN 

THE NEWSLETTER 

Can you believe it is February 2024 already? Our 
biggest priority now is ensuring the Crab Feed and 
Auction event (that is less than 2 weeks away) on 
February 11th is a resounding success!  

The most important hurdle has been overcome. We 
have been guaranteed a tasty supply of Fresh Crab!   

Jim Murphy and his support group, that is composed 
of many of our members of this fine organization, 
have been busy collecting donations for the raffle 
and auction. We can still use a few more, so let’s 
give them a hand and contribute at least one item 
for this event.  

Beginning September 2023, Slatts and his commit-
tee have conducted monthly meetings, now weekly 
meetings, planning every detail.  As a result this 
event has been vetted, coordinated, and finally 
ready for the implementation stage. 

The February first dinner meeting is the point where 
tickets for the Crab Feed normally sell out.  As I am 
writing this message, I understand that there are 
most likely some tickets left.  They will probably be 
sold out during the Dinner Meeting, so if you and a 
friend want to enjoy a great afternoon feasting on 
appetizers, Fresh Crab, winning some raffle prizes 
and watching a great football game, order your tick-
ets.  Email SLATTS at: slatten-
gren.vndvd@gmail.com (925)- 216-7139 right now! 
Make your reservations and  payment can be mailed 
to: VNVDV, PO Box 2079, Danville, CA 94526. 

mailto:slattengren.vndvd@gmail.com
mailto:slattengren.vndvd@gmail.com
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Jim Hill 
President  
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jamauihill@yahoo.com 

VNVDV 2024 CRAB FEED 

A GREAT EVENT  

A GREAT ORGANIZATION 

Last week I met with Steve Burchik and his 
lovely wife, Christina at their home.  As you 
may be aware Steve has been dealing with a 
medical issue.  He has been focusing his ener-
gies to resolving this matter.  As our 2023 
President he did an exemplary job guiding our 
organization through a very successful year.  
Steve may not be able to attend this meeting, 
so I chose to proceed in presenting him with a 
gift on behalf of the VNVDV recognizing his 
care, concern and leadership for 2023.  Please 
see the photos.  During Steve’s tour in Viet 
Nam he was a Company Forward Observer.  
In civilian life he often sailed in the San Fran-
cisco Bay.  He even instructed sailing of small 
crafts from the Berkeley Marina. He received a 
compass and a sextant.  Steve was apprecia-
tive and overwhelmed with the gifts, and can-
not wait to get on the Bay and use both instru-
ments.  The next time you see Steve please 
thank him for his services as last years’ Presi-
dent. 

One last reminder:  Our next Dinner Meeting 
is on February 1st.  It is important that we 
maintain attendance at the monthly dinners.  
We are committed to having a minimum of 50 
people at the dinner to avoid financial penalty.  
Please try and make a point of participating at 
these gatherings of fellow veterans. 

Thank you again for your support and I look 
forward to seeing you at the dinner on Febru-
ary 1st, and the Crab Feed on February 11

th
.  

Thank you again for your support and I look 
forward to seeing you at the dinner on Feb-
ruary 1st, and the Crab Feed on February 
11

th
.  



MAIL PAYMENT CHECK TO: VNVDV, PO BOX 2079, DANVILLE, CA 94526 



Calling All VNVDV Members, we need your support & help! 

As an organization the VNVDV is committed to supporting veterans, active military and our local community. In order to 

ensure our commitment we must raise funds that support the needs these important groups within our community. 

The Viet Nam Veterans of Diablo Valley (VNVDV) proudly announce their “Super Crab Feed & Auction” annual fundraiser, and 

respectfully request your help and support for this event.  Our event will take place on Sunday February 12, 2023 at the 

Veterans Memorial Building of San Ramon Valley, 400 Hartz Ave. Danville, CA 94526. A fresh cracked crab dinner will be 

served along with a Silent Auction, Raffle, Door Prizes, Football Pool and wine & beer Bar. Attendance is limited to 160 people, 

cost per person is TBD. Once final event details are confirmed information regarding the purchase of tickets will be sent to 

you. 

As a member of the Viet Nam Veterans of Diablo Valley we respectfully request your support for this event.  

 

- Frequent a local restaurant? Asked them for their support with a gift card/certificate or you can buy a gift card for 

your next visit as a way of supporting them during these challenging times and ask them to match it as a way of 

supporting the VNVDV. 

 

- You can do the same when dealing with any of the local businesses you support throughout the year. 

 

- Ask family and friends. Many of our best donations come as a result of who you know. Reach out and ask for their 

help and support.  

 

- Receive gifts of wines and spirits? Why not consider re-gifting them as donations for our event. 

 

All donations received will be identified with the donor’s name. All donors will be acknowledged to our membership and to 
the community at large. These generous donations will ensure our continued commitment of support to our veterans and 
active military community.  

  

If you have any questions regarding donations or need help getting them to us please reach out to: 

 Jim Murphy – Tel: 925 858-2618    EM: jimmurphycreative@yahoo.com 

Jim Hill – Tel: 510 410-1040   EM: jamauihill@yahoo.com 

Thank you in advance for your support! 

 

 

 



 

Dear VNVDV member, 

 

The Viet Nam Veterans of Diablo Valley (VNVDV) proudly announce their “Crab Feed & Silent Auction” annual fundraiser, and re-
spectfully request your help and support for this event.  Our event will take place on Sunday February 11, 2024 at the Veterans Me-
morial Building of San Ramon Valley, 400 Hartz Ave. Danville, CA 94526. A fresh cracked crab dinner will be served along with a 
Silent Auction, Raffle, Door Prizes, Football Pool and Wine & Beer Bar. Attendance is limited to 140 people, cost is $85.00 per per-
son. Tickets may be purchased by contacting Michael Slattengren at (925) 216-7139 or Email: slattengren.vnvdv@gmail.com. 

 

The VNVDV is an independent, “grass-roots”, non-profit, tax-exempt, 501(c)(19), veterans’ organization, comprised primarily of 
Viet Nam veterans.  We “proudly continue to serve” our community, through a variety of programs and events.  

 

The money raised through this fundraising event, supports the ongoing administrative costs of the VNVDV.  More importantly, 
these funds also support our various Veteran, serving military and community related events and programs, throughout the year.  
These include: 

 

 

 

As a member of the Viet Nam Veterans of Diablo Valley I respectfully request your support for this event, I am asking you 
to reach out to friends, associates and family member’s for donations in support of our silent auction. All donations re-
ceived will be identified with the donor’s name. All donors will be acknowledged to our membership and to the communi-
ty at large. These generous donations will ensure our continued commitment of support to our veterans and active mili-
tary community. For donation follow-ups/referrals please contact: Jim Murphy (925) 858-2618 or Email: jimmurphycre-
ative@yahoo.com.   

  

I look forward to you joining us in support of the “Crab Feed & Silent Auction” fundraiser and I’m grateful for your generosity to 
your fellow veterans, serving military, and community programs.  Thank you. 

 

 

 

Sincerely, 

Jin Hill, President 

Viet Nam Veterans of Diablo Valley 

The All Wars Memorial at Oak Hill Park The Blue Star Moms 

Memorial Day Program at Oak Hill Park The Sentinels of Freedom 

Danville’s 4th of July Parade GWOT Young Veterans Retreat 

Danville Veteran’s Day Program The East Bay Stand Down 

The VNVDV School Speaker’s Bureau The Wheelchair Foundation 

The Holiday Gift Drive Operation Santa Claus 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dear VNVDV supporter, 

 

The Viet Nam Veterans of Diablo Valley (VNVDV) proudly announce their “Annual Crab Feed & Silent Auction fundraiser, 

and respectfully request a silent auction donation to support this fundraising event.  Our event will take place on February 11, 

2024 

 

The VNVDV is an independent, “grass-roots”, non-profit, tax-exempt, 501(c)(19), veterans’ organization, comprised primarily 

of Viet Nam veterans.  We “proudly continue to serve” our community, through a variety of programs and events.  

 

The money raised through this fundraising event, supports the ongoing administrative costs of the VNVDV.  More importantly, 

these funds also support our various Veteran, serving military and community related events and programs, throughout the 

year.  These include: 

 

• The All Wars Memorial at Oak Hill Park • The Blue Star Moms 

• Memorial Day Program at Oak Hill Park • The Sentinels of Freedom  

• Danville’s 4th of July Parade • GWOT Young Veterans Retreat 

• Danville Veteran’s Day Program • The East Bay Stand Down 

• The VNVDV School Speaker’s Bureau • The Wheelchair Foundation 

• The Holiday Gift Drive • Operation Santa Claus 

 

As a member of the Viet Nam Veterans of Diablo Valley I respectfully request your support for this event, I am asking you to 

support our silent auction with a donation of an item, service of gift certificate represented or manufactured by your 

organization/company.,  . All donations received will be identified with the donor’s name. All donors will be acknowledged to 

our membership and to the community at large. These generous donations will ensure our continued commitment of support to 

our veterans and active military community. For donation follow-ups/referrals please contact: Jim Murphy (925) 858-2618 or 

Email: jimmurphycreative@yahoo.com. Or Jim Hill (510) 410-1040 or jamauihill@yahoo.com 

 

For more information on the VNVDV, its programs, events, membership, or how you can contribute and donate please visit 

our website or e-mail us at the address below. 

 

I look forward to you joining us in support of our annual charity fundraiser and I’m grateful for your generosity to our local 

veterans, serving military, and community programs.  Thank you. 

 

 

Sincerely, 

Silent Auction Coordinator 

Viet Nam Veterans of Diablo Valley 

 





The Individual Donation for the Wheelchair 

Fundraiser is $300.  Please note that two tables 

of 10 (20 people total) have been co-sponsored 

so that each attendee at these two tables will 

pay $150 per attendee.  The 20 Invitations are 

at the VMB in Danville. Please contact Jon Rob-

bins, 925-997-9074, jonathanrob-

bins@hotmail.com or John Reese, 925-323-

4462, vnvdv@outlook.com for reservations. 

Reservations are required prior to January 

31, 2024 



Wheelchair Foundation Wheel And Grace 2024 - 
Wheelchairs For Vietnam 
FEB 17, 2024 / 5:00 PM 
Blackhawk Museum 
: 
3700 Blackhawk Plaza Cir, Blackhawk, CA, 94506 

The pleasure of your company is requested at the 

VIETNAM: WHEEL & GRACE 2024 

FUNDRAISING GALA 

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 17, 2024 

 

INDIVIDUAL LEVEL TICKETS          $300 

PURCHASE TICKETS: 

https://www.wheelchairfoundation.org/event/vietnam-wheel-grace-2024-fundraising-gala/ 

Wheelchair Foundation Charity Ball 

Wheel and Grace 2024 





JANUARY 2024 VNVDV DINNER MEETING 



New E-Mail:  HSReese@att.net 

VIET NAM VETERANS DIABLO VALLEY FEB BIRTHDAYS 

  Russ Kennedy    Air Force Alex Gloulis Army 

 Alvin Webb       Navy  Eric Ardell  Navy 

 Harold Griggs    Army  Tom Corbett Marine 

 Bob Musor     Army  Jim Kuhn  Air Force  

 Ray Hill        Air Force Pete Garcia  Navy 

 Dick Harrow    Navy  Tim Hart  Marine 

 Don Love     Marine Jim Hardy   Army 

 Mike Speakman      Navy   Dave Brown  Army 

 John Rehnberg     Air Force  Steve Burchik Army 

Rudy Rodriquez  Navy 

Thanks to the January Speaker Josh Zebley, Director Veterans Service, Con-

tra Costa County, for updating the Services and Benefits offered by his office 

and Staff  

Martinez Office 

Open Monday through Thursday 
9 a.m. to 12 p.m. and 1 p.m. to 4 pm 

Friday 
9 a.m. to 12 p.m. 

10 Douglas Drive, Suite 100 
Martinez, CA 94553 (Map) 

Telephone: 925-313-1481 
Fax: 925-313-1490 

https://www.google.com/maps/place/10+Douglas+Dr,+Martinez,+CA+94553/@37.9952496,-122.1219931,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m2!3m1!1s0x808565a242729193:0x3e3d6d9f9d6f9da5




Please SUPPORT  &  FOLLOW NEWS from some of our SUPPORTERS & FRIENDS WEBSITES: 

Contra Costa  County Veterans Service Office - Call the County VSO Office for Assistance - call 925 / 313-1481 for Appt. 
All Wars Memorial and obtaining AWM Pavers at Oak Hill Park - visit:   www.AllWarsMemorial.org  
Marines Memorial Association / Hotel / Club in SF - Visit their website at:  www.MarineClub.com 

Sentinels of Freedom Scholarship Foundation - visit:  www.SentinelsofFreedom.org 
Wheelchair Foundation & Wine for Wheels - Support our those in need of mobility - Visit:  www.WineforWheels.org  
Blue Star Moms #101 website:  www.bluestarmoms.org  &  Blue Star Moms #20 website: www.ccbluestarmoms.org 

VNVDV website to see more about the Vietnam Veterans of Diablo Valley  at:  www.VNVDV.org 
 

VISIT THE WEBSITE for the VETERANS MEMORIAL BUILDING  at: www.VMBSRV.org 
 

SUPPORT OUR BLUE STAR MOMS “DROP-OFF” LOCATIONS 

Oak Hill Park Memorial Expands 

The New Paver Section with 600 Pavers 

Do you have an AWM Paver? Don't wait - 

Honor a veteran, friend, neighbor, family member 

or patriot with a special AWM Paver Tribute!   

1st ENGRAVING COMPLETED—Hopefully 1 in May!   
Custom Engraving is performed Spring & Fall. 
Take time to visit the AWM - then the website 
for an application form. Order your AWM Paver 

www.AllWarsMemorial.org  
Questions?  See link on AWM Website 

Thanks to Procurement Director John “T.J.” Trujillo for his monthly display of 
VNVDV Hats and Shirts. Order your VNVDV NAME TAGS contact “T.J.”  

For all 

your 

VNVDV 

Shirts and 

Hats team 

with TJ 

and Pow-

er Stitch 

We Thank David Behring & the Wheel 
Chair Foundation for the support of 
VNVDV & our three amazing wheel 
chair distribution trips to Vietnam.  

VNVDV Hats and Shirts 

Supplier: Power Stitch 3195 

Danville Blvd, Suite 2 

 Alamo, 925-362-3477, 

powerstitch@comcast.net 



Watch live every 2nd Monday at 7 pm on CCTV 

Join us live on the 2nd Monday of each month to discuss relevant 
issues facing our veterans. 

7:00 PM CCTV, Hosted by the 

Veterans Service Office Con-

tra Costa County 



FEB 2024  

PRESIDENT - 

   Jim Hill 

VICE  PRESIDENT - 

   Dennis Giacovelli  

TREASURER  

   Bob McDonnell 

SECRETARY 

   Carl Swanson   

MEMBERSHIP  

   Jim Murphy   

DIRECTOR - at - LARGE 

   Fred Granados 

DIRECTOR  of  
EVENTS 

   Jerry Yahiro/Skip              
George   

SPEAKERS BUREAU 

   Bill Green   

INFORMATION 

   Jon Robbins   

PROCUREMENT 

   John “T. J.”  Trujillo 
  

PUBLIC  RELATIONS 

   John “jgr”  Reese 

WEBSITE                                              
Chelle Clements 

2023 OFFICERS  &  BOD 

PAST  PRESIDENTS 

Steve Burchik 

Dennis Giacovelli 

Gary Estrella  

William “Bill” Green 

Ray La Rochelle 

Michael Slattengren 

Jerry Yahiro 

John Estes 

Del  Loewe 

Tim  Hart 

Mike Weber 

Mike McDaniel 

Rich Lambert 

Ron Azarcon 

Bill Picton 

Norm Mahalich 

Established 1991 

 
DINNER MEETING 

FEBRUARY 1ST, 
 CROW CANYON COUNTRY CLUB 

$30 


