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SPEAKER for the MARCH 2ND DINNER MEET-
ING WILLIE SHARP will discuss his service 
in Naval Aviation to include training, ad-

vanced training with supersonic 
planes and carri-
er assignment 
with VF  Fighter 
191 in Vietnam. 

I’m happy to share the good news that 
the 2023 Crab Feed was a great suc-
cess. We had a crowd that filled the 
Vet’s Hall, plenty of Fresh Crab and lots 
of raffle prizes and auction items. Spe-
cial thanks go to the hard-working 
members of the Crab Feed Committee 
who invested many hours of their time 
to ensure its success. The members in-
clude: Slatts, Dennis Giacovelli, Jerry 
Yahiro, Jon Robbins, John Reese, 
James Hill, Bill Green, TJ, Patti Kintz, 
Lee Halverson and Jim Murphy. There 
were many others that also pitched in, 
so please understand that this is not a 
complete list. 

We are also continuing to make good 

progress on the development of a 5 

Year Transition Plan for VNVDV. The 6 

Working Committees have been pro-

ceeding with the steps needed to have 

a report and recommendation ready for 

presentation at our May meeting. One  
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piece of this process is the development 
of a short survey that each member will 
receive shortly. It asks a couple of basic 
questions about your preference for con-
tinuing with an evening event for our 
Monthly Dinner Meeting versus switching 
to a Lunch Time event. If a change in the 
meetings does occur, it will not happen 
until January 2024, since we are operat-
ing under a contract with Crow Canyon 
Country Club that runs through Decem-
ber 2023. 

The Spring Scholarship season is in 
full swing. We are now accepting appli-
cations from the children and grandchil-
dren of active members. Four scholar-
ships of $1,000 each will be awarded at 
the end of Spring this year. The deadline 
for submitting an application is April 15. 
Please see Bill Green and Jim Murphy 
for more details. 

The Walk of Honor event will be held on 
Saturday, May 20. The route crosses the 
Carquinez Bridge in Crockett. Early reg-
istration is now open. Link to sign up: 
https://www.sfrwalkofhonor.com/ 

One last reminder: Our next Dinner 
Meeting is on March 2nd. It is important 
that we maintain attendance at the 
monthly Dinners. We are committed to 
having a minimum of 50 people at the 
dinner to avoid a financial penalty. 
Please try to make a point of participat-
ing at this gathering of fellow veterans. 

Thank you again for your support and I 
look forward to seeing you at the dinner 
on March 2nd. 





FEBRUARY 2023 VNVDV DINNER MEETING 





New E-Mail:  HSReese@att.net 

VIET NAM VETERANS DIABLO VALLEY MARCH BIRTHDAYS 

Thanks to the February speaker Kelly McHugh for his presentation on his  

service with the 71st Assault Helicopter Company as a member of the 

“Firebirds”, Gunships in direct support of Infantry operating in southern I 

Corps. Kelly is the author of “Firebirds, God’s Own Lunatics” a novel based 

on his Vietnam experience. 

 Frank Wallace Marine John Baker Navy 

 Alex Siddo  Marine John Kelly Army 

 Patrick McCall Air Force Bob Paulson Army 

 Larry McKenzie Army   Gary Phipps Navy 

 Dennis Petersen  Army  Skip Lausten Army 

Scott Randle Army 



  SUPER SUNDAY  CRAB FEED Fun... for Volunteers & Guests  

Thank You to all our Donors - Blue Star Moms - INTERACT from D/V High School - dedicated Supporters & Guests & all Volunteers!  



PAT LEARY 

VNVDV LIFE MEMBER 

FVSO PRESIDENT  

OFFERS INFORMATION 

ON THIS WORTHWHILE 

ORGANIZATION  

FOR YOUR CONDERATION 

  SUPER SUNDAY  CRAB FEED Fun... for Volunteers & Guests  

Thank You to all our Donors - Blue Star Moms - INTERACT from D/V High School - dedicated Supporters & Guests & all Volunteers!  



Please consider volunteering for the Docent Program. 

Contact Slatts: Slattengren.vnvdv@gmail.com 

JOIN VETERANS ON SATURDAY MORNINGS 9-12 FOR COFFEE AND 

CONVERSATION. 

VETERANS MEMORIAL BUILDING HARTZ AND PROSPECT, DANVILLE 

mailto:Slattengren.vnvdv@gmail.com






Please SUPPORT  &  FOLLOW NEWS from some of our SUPPORTERS & FRIENDS WEBSITES: 

Contra Costa  County Veterans Service Office - Call the County VSO Office for Assistance - call 925 / 313-1481 for Appt. 
All Wars Memorial and obtaining AWM Pavers at Oak Hill Park - visit:   www.AllWarsMemorial.org  
Marines Memorial Association / Hotel / Club in SF - Visit their website at:  www.MarineClub.com 

Sentinels of Freedom Scholarship Foundation - visit:  www.SentinelsofFreedom.org 
Wheelchair Foundation & Wine for Wheels - Support our those in need of mobility - Visit:  www.WineforWheels.org  
Blue Star Moms #101 website:  www.bluestarmoms.org  &  Blue Star Moms #20 website: www.ccbluestarmoms.org 

VNVDV website to see more about the Vietnam Veterans of Diablo Valley  at:  www.VNVDV.org 
 

VISIT THE WEBSITE for the VETERANS MEMORIAL BUILDING  at: www.VMBSRV.org 
 

SUPPORT OUR BLUE STAR MOMS “DROP-OFF” LOCATIONS 

Oak Hill Park Memorial Expands 

The New Paver Section with 600 Pavers 

Do you have an AWM Paver? Don't wait - 

Honor a veteran, friend, neighbor, family member 

or patriot with a special AWM Paver Tribute!   

1st ENGRAVING COMPLETED—Hopefully 1 in May!   
Custom Engraving is performed Spring & Fall. 
Take time to visit the AWM - then the website 
for an application form. Order your AWM Paver 

www.AllWarsMemorial.org  
Questions?  See link on AWM Website 

Thanks to Procurement Director John “T.J.” Trujillo for his monthly display of 
VNVDV Hats and Shirts. Order your VNVDV NAME TAGS contact “T.J.”  

For all 

your 

VNVDV 

Shirts and 

Hats team 

with TJ 

and Pow-

er Stitch 

We Thank David Behring & the Wheel 
Chair Foundation for the support of 
VNVDV & our three amazing wheel 
chair distribution trips to Vietnam.  

VNVDV Hats and Shirts availa-
ble at monthly meetings 



Watch live every 2nd Monday at 7 pm on CCTV 
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 DINNER MEETING MARCH 2ND, 

 CROW CANYON COUNTRY CLUB 

$30 


