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NOV 3RD DINNER MEET-
ING SPEAKER, VNVDV 

Member Eric Ar-
del will discuss 
the “Fall of Sai-

gon, April 1975”.  

NO ZOOM CONNECTION FOR NOV 3RD MEET-

ING. NOTICE IN NEWSLETTER (page 2) 

VNVDV’s dinner of the year…  Christmas 

Holiday Appreciation & Recognition Dinner 

Gala, DECEMBER 1ST, 

 Social at 5 - Sit-down Dinner at 6 

RSVP your MEAL SELECTION TO  

SLATTENGREN.VNVDV@GMAIL.COM 

(925) 216 7139 by NOV 22nd  

Prime Rib / Salmon or Vegan 

PRICE $50 per DINNER 

Remember to bring your $25 TARGET 

GIFT CARD for OPERATION SANTA 

CLAUS TOY FUND 

It was appropriate that a dozen of us VNVDV 
members were together washing and waxing 
the Huey this morning when we found out that 
“Big John” had passed.  John Estes was 
forever large and in charge and a friend to all.  
He was a past president of the VNVDV and on 
the original building committee for the rebuild-
ing of the Veterans Memorial Building.  He will 
be missed. 

And unfortunately, he was not the only mem-
ber who passed in October.  Earlier this month 
we lost Dick Sperling.  Dick was highly deco-
rated for his actions in Vietnam including the 
Distinguished Service Cross and Legion of 
Merit.  Dick was a staple at our dinner meet-
ings and he loved to chat.  He will also be 
missed. 

November is when we have our yearly elec-
tions.  Please give some thought about joining 
our outstanding board in one of the openings 
for next year.  As of right now, the positions 
of Secretary and Director at Large are 
available. 

November is also when we ask that you bring 
a $25 Target gift card to be used during our 
“Operation Santa” where we treat families of 
active-duty military to a little Christmas:  a holi-
day meal and presents for every child.  

Remember the Pleasanton Veterans Parade, 
Nov. 6th, muster 11 AM. 



President’s Message (Continued from Page One) 

Dennis Giacovelli 
President  
PH (925) 383-6445 
houseworks@pacbell.net 

Notice: We are discontinuing 
ZOOM Calls during our monthly 
Dinner Meetings. It has been dif-
ficult to provide a reliable and 
consistent connection. 

If Covid returns at a high level of 
intensity that forces us to discon-
tinue in-person Dinner Meetings, 
we will resume the ZOOM Calls.  

2022 VNVDV Crab Feed  

Sunday - Feb. 12th 

“Donations Needed” 

For the Feb. 12 Crab Feed do-

nations don’t fall from the sky. 

For this 2022 event Jim Mur-

phy and Jim Hill need every-

one’s help to make the Auc-

tion successful. Contact them 

to discuss ways to contribute 

to the success of this fund 

raiser.  

Left: JIM MURPHY, 925 858 2618 

 jimmurphycreative@yahoo.com 

Right: JIM HILL, 510 410 1040 

 jamauihill@yahoo.com 

We recently found out that our hard-
working Contra Costa County Service 
Officer, Nathan Johnson, will be pur-
suing new opportunities.  Nathan has 
lead the County Veterans Service Of-
fice in providing assistance to the men 
and women who served in the Armed 
Forces of America, their dependents 
and survivors, and the general public, 
in obtaining the benefits they deserve.  
We wish him and his family, which is 
growing as we speak, the best.  We 
know he will do well, wherever he 
heads.  

The main theme for this year’s Veter-
ans Day (weekend) open house and 
museum will be Space.  The LHCC 
(Library and Historical Collection Com-
mittee) think this is their best one yet.  
There will even be an actual “moon 
rock” and “space suit”.  Please stop by 
and be educated and amazed.    

And don’t forget the Veterans Day Cer-
emony itself.  Friday November 11

th
 at 

11:00 am, downstairs at the main hall 
of the Veterans Memorial Building.  It 
will be a one-hour ceremony, then you 
and your family (bring the grandkids) 
can spend some time looking at the 
weekend’s museum exhibits.   

On Saturday November 12
th

 from 
8:30-10:00 the Danville Town Council 
will once again be hosting a pancake 
breakfast at the Veterans Memorial 
Building.  Come down and have 
breakfast and then spend some time at 
the yearly museum.   

Please stay safe, healthy and let it rain. 





Veterans Day Parade Pleasanton  -  Sun. Nov 6 

Need volunteers for Flags 

Flags will be assigned on a 

 first come, first assigned basis 

Short parade, start 1:00 

Post parade gathering 

Muster 11:00 Veterans Bldg. Main Street 

Pleasanton  

PHOTOS 2021  

VETERANS DAY  

PARADE 

PLEASANTON 



Contra Costa County’s Board of Supervisors honors Veterans and invites the 

community to the Annual Veterans Day Celebration held on Tuesday, 
November 8, 2022, at 11:00 am. The ceremony will be held in the 
Board’s chambers at 1025 Escobar St. in Martinez. 
  

The keynote speaker is Retired Brigadier General Bart Gilbert. Bart 
served in Vietnam and retired from the Army with over 40 years of service. He 
also worked for Contra Costa County for 27 years and retired as the Director of 
the County’s General Services Department. 
  
“On this Veterans Day, we express our profound gratitude for the service and 
sacrifice of our Veterans,” said Board Chair, Supervisor Karen Mitchoff. “We 
honor these heroes who protect the ideals of freedom and democracy. We also 
celebrate the 75th anniversary of Contra Costa County Veterans Service Office 
which has been vital to serving the needs of Veterans and their families.” 
  
The celebration event will also feature a color guard ceremony by Heritage High 
School JROTC, a beautiful rendition of the National Anthem by Concord High 
School’s Ladies First, and a special recognition of Phillips 66 Veterans Network. 
  
The celebration will also be broadcast live on Contra Costa Television 
(CCTV) www.contracostatv.org and on channels: Comcast Cable 27, ATT/U-
Verse Channel 99, and WAVE Channel 32. 

https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Furldefense.proofpoint.com%2Fv2%2Furl%3Fu%3Dhttp-3A__www.contracostatv.org%26d%3DDwMFAg%26c%3DeuGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM%26r%3DpextaGsMmkWCt-CidbPEQg%26m%3DT1pZjrekCwG44To2OfVeK














 

Sunday, November 13, 2021 
Join us as we honor our Veteran's for their service.  
All Veteran's and their guest’s dinner will be complimentary. 
Lounge Open: 2:00 PM  Dinner: 3:30PM 
Dinner: $15.00/per person for Elk NON-Veteran members. 
Location: Walnut Creek Elks Lodge #1811 
1475 Creekside Dr, Walnut Creek, CA 94596 
RSVP: Wednesday, November 10th, 2pm 
 Send your RSVP to: RSVP@elks1811.org  or 925-935-1811    

OPERATION SANTA 2022 SERVES 100 FAMILIES CONSISTING OF AC-

TIVE DUTY SERVICE AND GWOT VETERANS. THE COAST GUARD 

PROVIDES THE EVENT LOCATION AND THE SELECTED FAMILIES 

RECEIVE TOYS AND GIFT CARDS THAT HELP THEM ENJOY THE 

CHRISTMAS SEASON. VNVDV MEMBERS MAY DONATE TO THE 

PROGRAM BY BRING A GIFT CARD FROM TARGET WITH A SUG-

GESTED VALUE OF $25. THE GIFT CARDS WILL BE COLLECTED AT 

THE NOVEMBER 3RD AND THE DECEMBER 1ST MEETINGS. 

mailto:RSVP@elks1811.org






Calling All VNVDV Members, we need your support & help! 

As an organization the VNVDV is committed to supporting veterans, active military and our local 

community. In order to ensure our commitment we must raise funds that support the needs these 

important groups within our community. 

The Viet Nam Veterans of Diablo Valley (VNVDV) proudly announce their “Super Crab Feed & Auction” 

annual fundraiser, and respectfully request your help and support for this event.  Our event will take 

place on Sunday February 12, 2023 at the Veterans Memorial Building of San Ramon Valley, 400 Hartz 

Ave. Danville, CA 94526. A fresh cracked crab dinner will be served along with a Silent Auction, Raffle, 

Door Prizes, Football Pool and wine & beer Bar. Attendance is limited to 160 people, cost per person is 

TBD. Once final event details are confirmed information regarding the purchase of tickets will be sent to 

you. 

As a member of the Viet Nam Veterans of Diablo Valley we respectfully request your support for 

this event.  

 

- Frequent a local restaurant? Asked them for their support with a gift card/certificate or you can 

buy a gift card for your next visit as a way of supporting them during these challenging times 

and ask them to match it as a way of supporting the VNVDV. 

 

- You can do the same when dealing with any of the local businesses you support throughout the 

year. 

 

- Ask family and friends. Many of our best donations come as a result of who you know. Reach 

out and ask for their help and support.  

 

- Receive gifts of wines and spirits? Why not consider re-gifting them as donations for our event. 

 

All donations received will be identified with the donor’s name. All donors will be acknowledged to our 
membership and to the community at large. These generous donations will ensure our continued 
commitment of support to our veterans and active military community.  

  

If you have any questions regarding donations or need help getting them to us please reach out to: 

 Jim Murphy – Tel: 925 858-2618    EM: jimmurphycreative@yahoo.com 

Jim Hill – Tel: 510 410-1040   EM: jamauihill@yahoo.com 

Thank you in advance for your support! 

 

 

 







OCTOBER Dinner Meeting  -  2022 







New E-Mail:  HSReese@att.net 

THANKS TO OCTOBER SPEAKER  Ricky Deutsch for his presenta-

tion on “The History of Film-based Intelligence Satellites”.   

VIET NAM VETERANS DIABLO VALLEY NOVEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

  Bud Eckert Marines Bill Hodges  Navy 

 “TJ” Trujillo Army  Lorrie Sammons Navy 

 Tom Holstrom Navy  Gary Pforr   Marines 

 Steve Mazaika Army  Donald Parker  Navy 

 Phil Stage  Army  Slatts Slattengren Navy 

 Kasey Warner Navy  Dave Corazza  Air Force 

 Steve Shirley Army  Charles Gibson Army  

   Bob Poirier Navy  John Ricardo  Army 

 Tom Eager  Army  Bob Paulson  Army 

Jim Martin Army   



OFFICIAL BALLOT 
 

PRESIDENT 

 Steve Burchik                          _____  

VICE  PRESIDENT  

 Jim Hill         ____  

TREASURER 

 Mike “Slatts” Slattengren      ____    

SECRETARY 

           ____ 

DIRECTOR  of  MEMBERSHIP 

  Jim Murphy         ____ 

DIRECTOR - at - LARGE 

           ____ 

DIRECTOR  of  EVENTS 

Jerry Yahiro                                                                              ____    

DIRECTOR  of  SPEAKERS                                                                           

 Bill Green         ____   

DIRECTOR  of  INFORMATION 

 Jon Robbins        ____  

DIRECTOR  of  PROCUREMENT 

 John “T. J.”  Trujillo        _____    

DIRECTOR  of  PUBLIC  RELATIONS 

 John “Garfield” Reese       ____ 

Viet Nam Veterans of Diablo Valley 

 OFFICIAL BALLOT for the 2022 ELECTION of OFFICERS & DIRECTORS 

Serving JANUARY 1, 2023  to  DECEMBER 31, 2023 

ALL VNVDV Ballots should be submitted at the Monthly Meeting in Nov.  Or copied from the November issue of the Incoming News and com-
pleted in Full and Mailed to the organization address—VNVDV PO Box 2079—Danville, CA 94526 by Nov. 22, 2022 deadline. 



No-cost flu shots available for enrolled Veter-
ans 

Free flu shots start on September 16, 2022, at all VA Northern California 
Health Care System locations. Flu shots can prevent or reduce flu symp-
toms. 

Why should I get a flu shot? 

During the COVID-19 pandemic, it is especially important for all of us to do our part to help reduce the spread of the 
flu in our communities. A flu shot is a safe way to help protect yourself and those around you from getting sick and 
having complications from flu. You should get an updated flu shot every year. The flu shot neither prevents nor 
causes COVID-19. As a reminder, the flu shot cannot cause a flu-illness, and the vaccine we use does not contain any 
live virus. Visit the VHA Public Health website for more information. 

Routine vaccination prevents illnesses that lead to unnecessary medical visits and hospitalizations. 

If you have already received the COVID-19 and/or flu vaccine outside of the VA, provide your nurse with the docu-
mentation (date/location), so your records will be updated. 

Enrolled Veterans get a no-cost flu shot at Martinez Outpa-
tient Clinic 

During Scheduled Appointments 

Enrolled Veterans can request a flu shot during most scheduled appointments. Ask the provider or clerk about flu 
shots when scheduling an appointment. 
 
Walk-In Vaccination Clinics 

Flu shots are being offered on a walk-in basis at the Martinez, VA Clinic. 

 Monday - Friday, 9 a.m. - 3 p.m. PT 

http://www.publichealth.va.gov/flu/vaccination/


Tony La Russa’s Animal Rescue Foundation (Veterans’ Clinic) 

Wellness Clinic for Veterans’ Pets 
  
Free veterinary wellness care is available through our in-house clinic on Wednesdays, by appointment only. For 

information or to schedule an appointment, Veterans may call (925) 296-3125 (option 7) and leave a message. 

Clinic staff will call you back for scheduling. 

  

Clinics are open to dogs and cats belonging to Veterans of any era (up to two pets per visit). No non-military civil-

ians will be accepted. Clients must furnish valid military identification at the time of check-in. 

Acceptable forms of military identification include military I.D. card, VA health identification card, discharge pa-

perwork with matching photo identification, or Department of Defense Form 214 with matching photo identifica-

tion. 

  
Tony La Russa’s Animal Rescue Foundation (Veterans’ Clinic) 

2890 Mitchell Drive 

Walnut Creek, CA 94598 United States 

(925) 296-3125 (option 7) 

  
Wellness Clinic FAQs 

How do I Make an Appointment to Receive Services? 

Our wellness clinics for Veterans’ pets are by appointment only. For information or to schedule an appointment, 

Veterans may call (925) 296-3125 (option 7) and leave a message. Clinic staff will call you back for scheduling. 

  

What Services Does ARF’s Clinic Offer to Veterans? 

Complimentary services provided include: 

• Annual wellness exam 

• Vaccines 

• Heartworm testing for dogs 

• FeLV/FIV testing for cats 

• Year-round flea, tick, and parasite preventative products 

• Spay and neuter (by appointment, clients must visit our wellness clinic for exam first) 

 
Where do I Go for My Appointment? 

Our Veterans clinic entrance can be found past the main adoption entrance and spay/neuter clinic entrance, 

  

What Can I Expect from My Appointment? 

If you are a new client, your Veterans’ ID will be checked, and you will be given an information form to fill out 

about your pet(s). Dogs must be on leash and under control at all times. Cats must be in carriers. 

  

Are There Limits on How Many Pets Can be Seen? 

In order to serve as many Veterans as possible, we limit services to two pets per household per clinic and we pro-

vide services to a lifetime maximum of six pets per veterans’ household. 

 

Schedule of Events for Veterans  -  Wellness Clinics for Veterans’ Pet at ARF Headquarters 

in Walnut Creek on Wednesdays  Appointment Required 

 

Wellness Clinic for Veterans’ Pets 
Tony La Russa’s Animal Rescue Foundation (Veterans’ Clinic) 2890 Mitchell Drive, Walnut Creek, CA 

 

Free veterinary wellness care is available through our in-house clinic on Wednesdays, by appointment only. For information or to 
schedule an appointment, Veterans may call (925) 296-3125 (option 7) and leave a message. Clinic staff will call you back for … 

https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Farflife.org%2Fvenue%2Ftony-la-russas-animal-rescue-foundation-arf%2F&data=05%7C01%7C%7Cf132581e11ae4eb2d45808da4dbee0d9%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637907779572387375%7CUnknown
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Farflife.org%2Fvenue%2Ftony-la-russas-animal-rescue-foundation-arf%2F&data=05%7C01%7C%7Cf132581e11ae4eb2d45808da4dbee0d9%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637907779572387375%7CUnknown
https://arflife.org/event/veterinary-services-for-veterans-pets/2022-09-07/


Please SUPPORT  &  FOLLOW NEWS from some of our SUPPORTERS & FRIENDS WEBSITES: 

Contra Costa  County Veterans Service Office - Call the County VSO Office for Assistance - call 925 / 313-1481 for Appt. 
All Wars Memorial and obtaining AWM Pavers at Oak Hill Park - visit:   www.AllWarsMemorial.org  
Marines Memorial Association / Hotel / Club in SF - Visit their website at:  www.MarineClub.com 

Sentinels of Freedom Scholarship Foundation - visit:  www.SentinelsofFreedom.org 
Wheelchair Foundation & Wine for Wheels - Support our those in need of mobility - Visit:  www.WineforWheels.org  
Blue Star Moms #101 website:  www.bluestarmoms.org  &  Blue Star Moms #20 website: www.ccbluestarmoms.org 

VNVDV website to see more about the Vietnam Veterans of Diablo Valley  at:  www.VNVDV.org 
 

VISIT THE WEBSITE for the VETERANS MEMORIAL BUILDING  at: www.VMBSRV.org 
 

SUPPORT OUR BLUE STAR MOMS “DROP-OFF” LOCATIONS 

Oak Hill Park Memorial Expands 

The New Paver Section with 600 Pavers 

Do you have an AWM Paver? Don't wait - 

Honor a veteran, friend, neighbor, family member 

or patriot with a special AWM Paver Tribute!   

1st ENGRAVING COMPLETED—Hopefully 1 in May!   
Custom Engraving is performed Spring & Fall. 
Take time to visit the AWM - then the website 
for an application form. Order your AWM Paver 

www.AllWarsMemorial.org  
Questions?  See link on AWM Website 

Thanks to Procurement Director John “T.J.” Trujillo for his monthly display of 
VNVDV Hats and Shirts. Order your VNVDV NAME TAGS contact “T.J.”  

For all 

your 

VNVDV 

Shirts and 

Hats team 

with TJ 

and Pow-

er Stitch 

We Thank David Behring & the Wheel 
Chair Foundation for the support of 
VNVDV & our three amazing wheel 
chair distribution trips to Vietnam.  

VNVDV Hats and Shirts availa-
ble at monthly meetings 



Watch live every 2nd Monday at 7 pm on CCTV 
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WEBSITE                                              
Chelle Clements 

2021 OFFICERS  &  

BOARD MEMBERS 

PAST  PRESIDENTS 

Gary Estrella  

William “Bill” Green 

Ray La Rochelle 

Michael Slattengren 

Jerry Yahiro 

John Estes 

Del  Loewe 

Tim  Hart 

Mike Weber 

Mike McDaniel 

Rich Lambert 

Ron Azarcon 

Bill Picton 

Norm Mahalich 

Established 1991 

 DINNER MEETING NOVEMBER 3RD, 

 CROW CANYON COUNTRY CLUB 

$30 


