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JANUARY Speaker VNVDV Mem-
ber JIM HARDY discussing his 
experience as a Combat Artist. 

Jim would select his schedule 
and join various units while con-
ducting their normal operations. 
When embedded with the 199th 

ID he sketched members of a 
squad and years later created 
balsa carvings of the squad 

which have been displayed at 
numerous veterans events. 

VNVDV 30TH ANNIVERSARY     

DINNER DECEMBER 2021 
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CHALLENGE 

COIN 

Due to the rise of covid cases and the 
many recent holiday gatherings, in an ef-
fort to keep everyone safe, we have decid-
ed that we will go back to Zoom meetings 
for January and February. Hopefully by 
March we can get back to getting together 
at the Club for dinner meetings. We will 
keep watching month to month so check 
the newsletter for updates. 
 
We have also decided to postpone this 
year’s “Luau” fundraiser (formerly 
crab feed). We will be keeping our op-
tions open and perhaps have it later in the 
year. 
 
One of our long-time members and great 
human being, Dick Seavey is in Hospice 
Care at his home. Please keep him in 
your prayers. 
 
O.K., that was the bad news. Now for the 
good news. 
 
I hope you all were able to get together 
(safely) with family and friends over the 
holidays. 
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For those of you who did not attend our 
December recognition/anniversary din-
ner, you missed a great night. We gave 
recognition to several people, both with-
in our organization and in our communi-
ty. Congratulations to all and they were 
all well deserved. See Jon’s recap for all 
who were honored. We had a cake with 
our logo on it and “Congratulation 
VNVDV 30 Years” on it. We also had a 
slide show of members and events over 
the years, especially the early years. 
 
And because it was our 30th anniver-
sary, we gave away $30,000 dollars to 
organizations and causes that we 
support. Donations ranged from 
$1000 in gas cards to $5000 to the 
Sentinels of Freedom. We also donat-
ed funds to the Wheelchair Founda-
tion for 30 wheelchairs. They were in 
honor of our first President, Norm Ma-
halich and our last President, Gary 
Estrella. When David Behring accept-
ed our donation, he promptly 
matched it. 
 
Not much happens in January, but one 
notable exception is the new “Shadow 
Box Program” that Steve Burchik is 
spearheading. The program will be 
discussed at our January meeting 
and also on the Veterans’ Voices 
show on January 10th. The box could 
hold all your metals, ribbons, rank insig-
nia, unit patch, name tag, dog tag, etc.. 
It is not really for yourself, but for your 
children and grandchildren. A reminder 
of your service for generations to come. 
 
Stay safe, hang in there and we will all 
be together soon. 

VNVDV AWARDS DINNER 

DECEMBER 2ND, 2021 

STEVE BURCHIK  -  GARY VILLALBA  AWARD 

JIM HILL  -  VETERAN OF THE YEAR AWARD 

DENISE SILVA CHAPLIN WALNUT CREEK 

ELKS CLUB  -  VOLUNTEER OF THE YEAR 

HONORING DENISE FOR HER PROGRAM 

THAT PROVIDES VETERANS WITH FURNI-

TURE FOR NEW HOUSING 



DECEMBER AWARDS DINNER/GALA  AT CCCC  

ADDITIONAL AWARDS DURING THE VNVDV RECOGNITON DINNER 

Newell Arnerich, Karen Stepper and Marcia Estrella 
Made Honorary Life Members 

 Karen Stepper   

 
Newell Arnerich Marcia Estrella 

VNVDV DONATION TO THE WHEELCHAIR FOUNDATION 

30 WHEELCHAIRS IN HONOR OF NORM MAHALCIK AND GARY ESTRELLA 

Chad Mahalcik David Behring 

Wheelchair Foundation 

Marcia Estrella 

RECOGNITION OF ORGANIZATIONS AND SUPPORTERS 

Blue Star Moms 
Nathan John-

son VSO 

Scott Carr 

Huey Transport 

Valarie Amador 

Power Stitch 

VNVDV Apparel 



DECEMBER AWARDS DINNER/GALA  AT CCCC  



OPERATION SANTA CLAUSE 2021 

VNVDV member Jerry Yahiro 

and Marathon Oil returned OP-

ERATION SANTA after missing 

2020 due to Covid. The Coast 

Guard offered a new venue  for 

this event which assists fami-

lies of enlisted active duty per-

sonnel in the East Bay.  



ARMY/NAVY GAME 2021 SHOWED HOW NAVY 

CAN FIGHT A GROUND CAMPAIGN BY PREPAR-

ING SPECIFIC PLAYS TO BE USED IN SPECIFIC 

SITUATIONS TO UPSET ARMY  



VNVDV LUAU FUNDRAISER FEB 

13TH HAS BEEN CANCELLED  

DUE TO COVID CONSIDERATIONS 



New E-Mail:  HSReese@att.net 

VNVDV JANUARY BIRTHDAYS 

Ron Allen   USMC  Bill Kiper   Navy 

 Alan Perry  Navy    Arthur Gaoiran  Army 

Joseph Roberts Army  Ray La Rochelle Navy 

Bill Hawkins  Army  Rich Lee   Army 

Jerry Carlson Army  Gerald Raver  Army 

 Tim Sammons Navy Mike Feddersen USMC 

 Tom Crews Navy Cary Battersby Army 

Thurman McCormick      Army 

VNVDV member Lorrie Sammons was presented the 
'Town of Danville 2021 Award of Merit' at the 40th 
Annual Mayor's Installation and Community Service 
Awards event on Tuesday, December 7, 2021 in the 
Village Theatre. Pictured receiving the Award are 
Lorrie and Council member Dave Fong, who con-
gratulated Lorrie for "her passion and commitment" 
serving our Veterans Service Organizations, their 
families, and the community.    

THE TOWN OF DANVILLE 

HONORS VNVDV MEMBER 

 LORRIE SAMMONS 









Starting in January 2022 VNVDV members are encouraged to build their own 
SHADOW BOX to display various medals and awards. 

 
There is an additional incentive: Complete a Shadow Box by March 31, 2022 and re-
ceive a FREE DINNER TICKET ($30 Value) to one of our VNVDV Dinner Meetings. 



Please SUPPORT  &  FOLLOW NEWS from some of our SUPPORTERS & FRIENDS WEBSITES: 

Contra Costa  County Veterans Service Office - Call the County VSO Office for Assistance - call 925 / 313-1481 for Appt. 
All Wars Memorial and obtaining AWM Pavers at Oak Hill Park - visit:   www.AllWarsMemorial.org  
Marines Memorial Association / Hotel / Club in SF - Visit their website at:  www.MarineClub.com 

Sentinels of Freedom Scholarship Foundation - visit:  www.SentinelsofFreedom.org 
Wheelchair Foundation & Wine for Wheels - Support our those in need of mobility - Visit:  www.WineforWheels.org  
Blue Star Moms #101 website:  www.bluestarmoms.org  &  Blue Star Moms #20 website: www.ccbluestarmoms.org 

VNVDV website to see more about the Vietnam Veterans of Diablo Valley  at:  www.VNVDV.org 
 

VISIT THE WEBSITE for the VETERANS MEMORIAL BUILDING  at: www.VMBSRV.org 
 

SUPPORT OUR BLUE STAR MOMS “DROP-OFF” LOCATIONS 

Oak Hill Park Memorial Expands 

The New Paver Section with 600 Pavers 

Do you have an AWM Paver? Don't wait - 

Honor a veteran, friend, neighbor, family member 

or patriot with a special AWM Paver Tribute!   

1st ENGRAVING COMPLETED—Hopefully 1 in May!   
Custom Engraving is performed Spring & Fall. 
Take time to visit the AWM - then the website 
for an application form. Order your AWM Paver 

www.AllWarsMemorial.org  
Questions?  See link on AWM Website 

Thanks to Procurement Director John “T.J.” Trujillo for his monthly display of 

VNVDV Hats and Shirts. Order your VNVDV NAME TAGS contact “T.J.”  

For all 

your 

VNVDV 

Shirts and 

Hats team 

with TJ 

and Pow-

er Stitch      181 Hartz Ave. 

We Thank David Behring & the Wheel 
Chair Foundation for the support of 
VNVDV & our three amazing wheel 
chair distribution trips to Vietnam.  

POWER STITCH MOVED TO 3195 DANVILLE 

BLVD, ALAMO  -  925-362-3477 



Watch live every 2nd Monday at 7 pm on CCTV 
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PUBLIC  RELATIONS 

   John “jgr”  Reese 

WEBSITE                                              
Chelle Clements 

2021 OFFICERS  &  

BOARD MEMBERS 

PAST  PRESIDENTS 

Gary Estella  

William “Bill” Green 

Ray La Rochelle 

Michael Slattengren 

Jerry Yahiro 

John Estes 

Del  Loewe 

Tim  Hart 

Mike Weber 

Mike McDaniel 

Rich Lambert 

Ron Azarcon 

Bill Picton 

Norm Mahalich 

Established 1991 

 
DINNER MEETING JANUARY 6TH, 2022 

HAS BEEN CANCELLED 

$30 


