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ZOOM MEETING JANUARY 6TH 

WELL ATTENDED 

FEBRUARY ZOOM Speaker 
JUDGE LAUREL S. BRADY will 

speak on Restorative Jus-
tice Programs Offer Veter-
ans a New Mission. Veter-

ans surrender to a per-
sonal mission thanks to a 
growing number of Veter-

ans Courts. 

YES, IT’S A ZOOM MEETING 
AGAIN. 

I am hoping it is the last.   

We have also decided to post-
pone this year’s “Luau” fund-
raiser (formerly crab feed).  We 
will be keeping our options open 
and perhaps have it later in the 
year.  Since this is half of our 
yearly fundraisers, lets all plan 
on participating in the other 
half, at this year’s “The Walk of 
Honor” which is on Saturday 
May 21st in Crockett.   

I am deeply saddened to inform 
you that one of our long-time 
members and all-around great 
guy, Dick Seavey has passed.  
Please keep him, Georganne and 
the rest of the Seavey family in 
your prayers. 
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VETERANS’ VOICES JAN 

2022 BROADCAST FEA-

TURED A DISCUSSION ON 

“SHADOW BOXES” 

NATHAN JOHNSON INTERVIEWED VET-

ERANS  WHO  DISCUSSED THEIR SHAD-

OW BOXES.  

DENNIS GIACOVELLI DISCUSSED THE 

VNVDV SHADOW BOX PROGRAM 

In addition to Dick, VNVDV member 
Ron Azarcon informed me of the pass-
ing DENNIS MARGUET, a founding 
member of VNVDV. Ron remembers 
“Dennis who had an office down the hall 
from me in Pleasanton, invited me to 
one of the first VNVDV meetings in 
1991. Turned out he lived just around 
the corner from me, in the same model 
house and our daughters were class-
mates in high school. Dennis was a 
great guy and true American hero”. 

Not much happens in January and Feb-
ruary, but one notable exception is the 
new “Shadow Box Program” that Ste-
ve Burchik is spearheading.  The pro-
gram was discussed at our January 
meeting and also on the Veterans’ Voic-
es show that aired on January 10th.   
You can watch the show anytime on 
YouTube.  Just go to YouTube and type 
in “veterans voices shadow box” and 
you can watch the whole show.   The 
box could hold all your metals, ribbons, 
rank insignia, unit patch, name tag, dog 
tag, etc.  It is not really for yourself, but 
for your children and grandchildren.  A 
reminder of your service for generations 
to come.  And perhaps a chance to start 
a long overdue conversation.   

If all goes well, the Veteran Memorial 
Building will be having its Corned Beef 
and Cabbage Fundraiser on Satur-
day March 19th.  See enclosed flyer for 
details. 

Stay safe, hang in there and we will all 
be together soon. 



Starting in January 2022 VNVDV members are encouraged to build their own 
SHADOW BOX to display various medals and awards. 

 
There is an additional incentive: Complete a Shadow Box by March 31, 2022 and re-
ceive a FREE DINNER TICKET ($30 Value) to one of our VNVDV Dinner Meetings. 



VNVDV LUAU FUNDRAISER FEB 

13TH HAS BEEN CANCELLED  

DUE TO COVID CONSIDERATIONS 



THANKS TO JIM HARDY THE VNVDV JANUARY SPEAKER. 

JIM PROVIDED SKETCHES, PHOTOS AND NARRATIVE 

BASED ON HIS UNIQUE ASSINGMENT IN VIET NAM AS A 

COMBAT SKETCH ARTIST. HIS UNIQUE OPPORTUNITY 

CAPTURED THE FACES, SURROUNDINGS AND STORIES 

OF SOLDIERS OPERATING ON THEIR DAILY MISSIONS.  

FOLLOW UP ON THE VNVDV 30TH ANNIVERSARY RECIPIENTS OF DONATIONS  

Veterans First—Los Positas  Contra Costa County  Veterans Service Office 

Concord Vet Center Gold Star Moms  Gold Star Moms Chapter 20 

Gold Star Moms chapter 101  Operation Santa  Sentinels of Freedom 

Elks Club Walnut Creek GWOT Retreat  Judge Laurel Brady Veterans Program 

VNVDV Scholarship Fund  Huey Repair Fund 



OPERATION SANTA CLAUS 2021 UPDATE 

This year, while observing Covid Protocol, our Operation Santa Claus was held at US Coast 

Guard Base Alameda.  On December 11, 2021, seventy-two (72) families with over 80 chil-

dren attended the event.  Operation Santa Claus is our way to say, “Thank You” to those 

currently serving, or who have served, and Gold Star families, for their service and ultimate 

sacrifice, while in the Armed Forces of the United States. 

Marathon Martinez Renewable Fuels, the Viet Nam 

Veterans of Diablo Valley (VNVDV), Fremont Bank, 

and the Blue Star Moms, Chapters 20 and 101, were 

the primary sponsors of this special event. 

Employee Elves at Marathon collected and donated 

35 bicycles and 35 scooters for Santa, so every child 

could choose one or the other, with a helmet included.  

Additionally, Santa invited each child, to select 2 

items, toys / $25 - Target gift cards, from his “Isle of 

Misfit Toys”.   VNVDV Members had donated 70, of 

these Target Gift Cards, while Blue Star Moms donat-

ed an additional 52.  The VNVDV also purchased an 

additional 50, Target Gift Cards. 

One Gold Star Family, the Langevins, who have at-

tended Operation Santa Claus for many years sent 

this text message to thank all those who made the 

event possible. 

“It was WONDERFUL! missed the snow hill for sure. 

But it was soooooo nice to see everyone and just be in the presence of military and blue 

star Moms!  It's a sense of camaraderie and family that you don't get with other people. 

The kids ended up playing outside on the grass for at least 2 hours we were talking with Na-

talie and Greg.  They played hide and seek and freeze tag. It was a beautiful day. Couldn't 

have asked for more.! We came home with not one bike but TWO! That was fun trying to fit 

those in the car.  But seriously from the bottom of our hearts, Thank you so much. Please 

tell everyone how much we just adore and love you all and are so thankful and grateful for 

your kindness and generosity!  This event really is one of our favorites throughout the year. 

Take care, and Merry Christmas! Thanks again!!!!!!” 

By all accounts, Operation Santa Claus 2021, was a huge success and so much appreciat-

ed by our Veterans, active-duty families, and Gold Star Families. 

Thank You, All, for your support of this special Holiday event!!! 

The Langevins, Gold Star Family, Roxane (far left) 
and Jessica Langevin (far right) with children/

grandchildren, left to right, Zoe (13), Malory (12), 
Alyvia (14), and Riley (5) 



New E-Mail:  HSReese@att.net 

VNVDV FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS 

 Russ Kennedy    Air Force Alex Giouis  Army 

 Alvin Webb       Navy  Eric Ardell  Navy 

 Harold Griggs    Army  Tom Corbett Marine 

 Bob Musor     Army  Jim Kuhn  Air Force  

 Ray Hill        Air Force Pete Garcia  Navy 

 Dick Harrow    Navy  Tim Hart  Marine 

 Don Love     Marine Jim Hardy   Army 

 Mike Speakman      Navy   Dave Brown  Army 

 John Rehnberg     Air Force  Wayne Rice  Army 

 Steve Burchik    Army  Rudy Rodriquez  Navy 

THE BLUE STAR MOMS, CHAPTER 20 AND CHAPTER 101 

HAVE DEVELOPED A PROGRAM TO HONOR FALLEN VET-

ERANS. MEMORIALS HAVE BEEN PREPARED TO BE LO-

CATED AT THE HIGH SCHOOL OF THE VETERAN. EACH 

MEMORIAL IS DEDICATED WITH A CEREMONY THAT 

PERMITS THE COMMUNITY TO JOIN WITH FAMILY 

MEMBERS IN RECOGNITION OF THEIR LOSS. VNVDV 

SUPPORT THIS PROGRAM AND ALL MEMBERS ARE EN-

COURAGED TO ATTEND. 

THE MEMORIAL DEDICATION FOR SSG DANIEL SCHEILE 

AND SGT JOHN ARAGON SCHEDULED FOR APRIL 4TH 

AT ANTIOCH HS HAS BEEN CANCELLED. NOTIFICATION 

OF THE RESCHEDULE DATE WILL BE IN THE NEWSLET-

TER. 









Please SUPPORT  &  FOLLOW NEWS from some of our SUPPORTERS & FRIENDS WEBSITES: 

Contra Costa  County Veterans Service Office - Call the County VSO Office for Assistance - call 925 / 313-1481 for Appt. 
All Wars Memorial and obtaining AWM Pavers at Oak Hill Park - visit:   www.AllWarsMemorial.org  
Marines Memorial Association / Hotel / Club in SF - Visit their website at:  www.MarineClub.com 

Sentinels of Freedom Scholarship Foundation - visit:  www.SentinelsofFreedom.org 
Wheelchair Foundation & Wine for Wheels - Support our those in need of mobility - Visit:  www.WineforWheels.org  
Blue Star Moms #101 website:  www.bluestarmoms.org  &  Blue Star Moms #20 website: www.ccbluestarmoms.org 

VNVDV website to see more about the Vietnam Veterans of Diablo Valley  at:  www.VNVDV.org 
 

VISIT THE WEBSITE for the VETERANS MEMORIAL BUILDING  at: www.VMBSRV.org 
 

SUPPORT OUR BLUE STAR MOMS “DROP-OFF” LOCATIONS 

Oak Hill Park Memorial Expands 

The New Paver Section with 600 Pavers 

Do you have an AWM Paver? Don't wait - 

Honor a veteran, friend, neighbor, family member 

or patriot with a special AWM Paver Tribute!   

1st ENGRAVING COMPLETED—Hopefully 1 in May!   
Custom Engraving is performed Spring & Fall. 
Take time to visit the AWM - then the website 
for an application form. Order your AWM Paver 

www.AllWarsMemorial.org  
Questions?  See link on AWM Website 

Thanks to Procurement Director John “T.J.” Trujillo for his monthly display of 

VNVDV Hats and Shirts. Order your VNVDV NAME TAGS contact “T.J.”  

For all 

your 

VNVDV 

Shirts and 

Hats team 

with TJ 

and Pow-

er Stitch      181 Hartz Ave. 

We Thank David Behring & the Wheel 
Chair Foundation for the support of 
VNVDV & our three amazing wheel 
chair distribution trips to Vietnam.  

POWER STITCH MOVED TO 3195 DANVILLE 

BLVD, ALAMO  -  925-362-3477 



Watch live every 2nd Monday at 7 pm on CCTV 
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DINNER MEETING FEBRUARY 3RD, 2022 

HAS BEEN CANCELLED 

$30 


