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AUG 4TH DINNER MEETING SPEAKER, 

ALAN BURNS,  Chief Docent for the Red 

Oak Victory ship will discuss the SS Red 

Oak Victory, a U.S. 

Victory ship of the 

Boulder Victory-class 

cargo ships used in the 

Second World War.  

ZOOM CONNECTION FOR AUG 4tH MEETING IN COVER LETTER 

FOURTH OF JULY   

PARADE RETURNS The 4th of July Parade was a great 
success.  Thanks to all those who 
carried flags, the banner or gave out 

flags.  A special thanks to Jim Tay-
lor who hung out with us all day.  He 
must have been tired as I walked his 

boots off.  And thanks to Lee Hal-
verson and the VFW for the 
great BBQ.  Also a big thanks to 
everyone involved with the Huey.  

Scott, our driver along with 
Denny and the Hoggs.  If you 
popped your head in, you would 
have seen the new seats that Steve 
and Jim secured.  And I am sure I 
missed someone, if so- Thank you. 

 

I was lucky to be a part of the Cele-

bration of Life for Mickey Ganitch 
on the Hornet last Saturday.  Stand-
ing room only.  A fitting tribute to a gi-
ant of a man. 



President’s Message (Continued from Page One) 

Dennis Giacovelli 
President  
PH (925) 383-6455 
houseworks@pacbell.net 

I also attended the Celebration of Life 
for Pat Behring, mother of member Da-
vid Behring.  Pat was a huge supporter of 
Veterans and the Veteran Memorial Build-
ing.  The family put together a wonderful 
timeline in photos and stories depicting the 
remarkable woman she was.  

As I stated at last month’s meeting, we re-
cently lost Blue Star Mom, Docent, Quilter 
and VMB staple, Marilyn Steichen.  Her 
Celebration of Life will be on Satur-
day August 6th at 2:00 at the Veterans 
Memorial Building is open to all. 

The LHCC (Library and Historical Collec-
tion Committee) at the Veterans Memorial 
Building is asking for your help with 
this year’s Veterans Day (weekend) 
pop-up museum.  They are asking each 
Veterans Organization to be responsible for 
two tables worth of display items.  The 
items can be anything related to your time 
in the military.  I am sure you all have items 
you would like to share with the communi-
ty.  Additional to this, the special theme this 
year is “Space”.  If you have anything relat-
ed to space or even the Space Force, please 
let me know.  Please email me your ideas, 
your list of display items, etc. at house-
works@pacbell.net. 

 And if you would like to come help out at 
the Wheelchair Foundation’s Golf 
Tournament Fundraiser, please let me 
know.  See enclosed flyer. 

It's August already, Please enjoy your sum-
mer, get out, see friends and visit family but 
please do it safely. 

mailto:houseworks@pacbell.net
mailto:houseworks@pacbell.net


AUGUST Dinner Meeting  -  2022 



FOURTH OF JULY PARADE 2022 



New E-Mail:  HSReese@att.net 

THANKS TO JULY SPEAKER  Jon Dunphy discussion of his ex-

periences when he served as a platoon medic, radioman, and snip-

er at Seal Team Eight and Seal Team Two. 

VIET NAM VETERANS DIABLO VALLEY AUGUST BIRTHDAYS 

  Jack Enright   Army    Denver Mills   Navy 

  Ed Meshinsky  Army    Carl Swanson  Army 

  James Hart  Marine    Bill Picton     Marine 

  Mike Martin  Navy    Doye Sivils  Army 

  Mimi Steel     Air Force     Gary Sponseller  Army 

Tony Bettencourt Army 













Tony La Russa’s Animal Rescue Foundation (Veterans’ Clinic) 

Wellness Clinic for Veterans’ Pets 
  
Free veterinary wellness care is available through our in-house clinic on Wednesdays, by appointment only. For 

information or to schedule an appointment, Veterans may call (925) 296-3125 (option 7) and leave a message. 

Clinic staff will call you back for scheduling. 

  

Clinics are open to dogs and cats belonging to Veterans of any era (up to two pets per visit). No non-military civil-

ians will be accepted. Clients must furnish valid military identification at the time of check-in. 

Acceptable forms of military identification include military I.D. card, VA health identification card, discharge pa-

perwork with matching photo identification, or Department of Defense Form 214 with matching photo identifica-

tion. 

  
Tony La Russa’s Animal Rescue Foundation (Veterans’ Clinic) 

2890 Mitchell Drive 

Walnut Creek, CA 94598 United States 

(925) 296-3125 (option 7) 

  
Wellness Clinic FAQs 

How do I Make an Appointment to Receive Services? 

Our wellness clinics for Veterans’ pets are by appointment only. For information or to schedule an appointment, 

Veterans may call (925) 296-3125 (option 7) and leave a message. Clinic staff will call you back for scheduling. 

  

What Services Does ARF’s Clinic Offer to Veterans? 

Complimentary services provided include: 

• Annual wellness exam 

• Vaccines 

• Heartworm testing for dogs 

• FeLV/FIV testing for cats 

• Year-round flea, tick, and parasite preventative products 

• Spay and neuter (by appointment, clients must visit our wellness clinic for exam first) 

 
Where do I Go for My Appointment? 

Our Veterans clinic entrance can be found past the main adoption entrance and spay/neuter clinic entrance, 

  

What Can I Expect from My Appointment? 

If you are a new client, your Veterans’ ID will be checked, and you will be given an information form to fill out 

about your pet(s). Dogs must be on leash and under control at all times. Cats must be in carriers. 

  

Are There Limits on How Many Pets Can be Seen? 

In order to serve as many Veterans as possible, we limit services to two pets per household per clinic and we pro-

vide services to a lifetime maximum of six pets per veterans’ household. 

 

Schedule of Events for Veterans  -  Wellness Clinics for Veterans’ Pet at ARF Headquarters 

in Walnut Creek on Wednesdays  Appointment Required 

 
Wednesday - August 10 @ 8:00 am – 4:00 pm 

  

Wednesday - August 17 @ 8:00 am – 4:00 pm 

  

Wednesday - August 24 @ 8:00 am – 4:00 pm 

 

Wednesday - August 31 @ 8:00 am  -  4:00 pm 

  

Each month ARF will publish a schedule for the new month on ARFlife.org website. 

 

https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Farflife.org%2Fvenue%2Ftony-la-russas-animal-rescue-foundation-arf%2F&data=05%7C01%7C%7Cf132581e11ae4eb2d45808da4dbee0d9%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637907779572387375%7CUnknown
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Farflife.org%2Fvenue%2Ftony-la-russas-animal-rescue-foundation-arf%2F&data=05%7C01%7C%7Cf132581e11ae4eb2d45808da4dbee0d9%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637907779572387375%7CUnknown


 

A CROWD-PLEASING FAVORITE RETURNS TO 
DANVILLE UNDER THE SUMMER SUN. THERE’S 

SOMETHING FOR EVERYONE TO ENJOY IN 
DOWNTOWN DANVILLE AT THE 26TH HOT SUM-

MER  SUNDAYS CAR SHOW, FOR HOT RODS, 
CLASSICS AND CUSTOMS TO EXOTICS AND FOR-

EIGN COLLECTIBLES. 



Please SUPPORT  &  FOLLOW NEWS from some of our SUPPORTERS & FRIENDS WEBSITES: 

Contra Costa  County Veterans Service Office - Call the County VSO Office for Assistance - call 925 / 313-1481 for Appt. 
All Wars Memorial and obtaining AWM Pavers at Oak Hill Park - visit:   www.AllWarsMemorial.org  
Marines Memorial Association / Hotel / Club in SF - Visit their website at:  www.MarineClub.com 

Sentinels of Freedom Scholarship Foundation - visit:  www.SentinelsofFreedom.org 
Wheelchair Foundation & Wine for Wheels - Support our those in need of mobility - Visit:  www.WineforWheels.org  
Blue Star Moms #101 website:  www.bluestarmoms.org  &  Blue Star Moms #20 website: www.ccbluestarmoms.org 

VNVDV website to see more about the Vietnam Veterans of Diablo Valley  at:  www.VNVDV.org 
 

VISIT THE WEBSITE for the VETERANS MEMORIAL BUILDING  at: www.VMBSRV.org 
 

SUPPORT OUR BLUE STAR MOMS “DROP-OFF” LOCATIONS 

Oak Hill Park Memorial Expands 

The New Paver Section with 600 Pavers 

Do you have an AWM Paver? Don't wait - 

Honor a veteran, friend, neighbor, family member 

or patriot with a special AWM Paver Tribute!   

1st ENGRAVING COMPLETED—Hopefully 1 in May!   
Custom Engraving is performed Spring & Fall. 
Take time to visit the AWM - then the website 
for an application form. Order your AWM Paver 

www.AllWarsMemorial.org  
Questions?  See link on AWM Website 

Thanks to Procurement Director John “T.J.” Trujillo for his monthly display of 
VNVDV Hats and Shirts. Order your VNVDV NAME TAGS contact “T.J.”  

For all 

your 

VNVDV 

Shirts and 

Hats team 

with TJ 

and Pow-

er Stitch 

We Thank David Behring & the Wheel 
Chair Foundation for the support of 
VNVDV & our three amazing wheel 
chair distribution trips to Vietnam.  

VNVDV Hats and Shirts availa-
ble at monthly meetings 



Watch live every 2nd Monday at 7 pm on CCTV 
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2021 OFFICERS  &  

BOARD MEMBERS 

PAST  PRESIDENTS 

Gary Estella  

William “Bill” Green 

Ray La Rochelle 

Michael Slattengren 

Jerry Yahiro 

John Estes 

Del  Loewe 

Tim  Hart 

Mike Weber 

Mike McDaniel 

Rich Lambert 

Ron Azarcon 

Bill Picton 

Norm Mahalich 

Established 1991 

 
DINNER MEETING AUGUST 4, 2022 

CROW CANYON COUNTRY CLUB 

$30 


