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SEPTEMBER 2ND MEETING AT 

CCCC  INCLUDED ZOOM FOR 

THOSE NOT ABLE TO ATTEND 

OCT 2021 

OCTOBER MEETING SPEAKER 

NICK HORN 

Nick will discuss his 

experiences as a heli-

copter pilot with the 

101st Airborne Division and the 160th 

Special Operations Regiment during 14 

deployments to Iraq and Afghanistan. 

THANKS TO STEVE BURCHIK 

FOR ESTABLISHING THE 

ZOOM LINK PLUS THE SYSTEM 

TESTING TO ENSURE SUC-

CESS 

I am just wrapping up 5 days with 
my STAB brothers, my Boat Group 
in Vietnam.  Every two years we get 
together in Pigeon Forge, Tennes-
see.  This year in two huge 16-
bedroom cabins, side by side, in the 
Great Smokey Mountains.  A great 
time was had by all, and only one 
fall.   

Our first in-person dinner meeting 
on September 2 nd went well.  It was 
great to see you all.  The Contra 
Costa County rules have 
changed since then, and this 
month they will require you to 
be vaccinated to eat indoors.  
Proof of vaccination will be re-
quired. If you are not vac-
cinated, you can still eat, but 
outdoors.  After dinner we can 
all sit together again.  Every-
one will be required to wear 
masks except when eating or 
drinking. 



President’s Message (Continued from Page One) 

Dennis Giacovelli 
President  
PH (925) 383-6455 
houseworks@pacbell.net 

VNVDV MEETING, OCTOBER 

7TH at Crow Canyon Country 

Club will require all attendees 

to present confirmation of 

full vaccination. A copy, print 

or photo on phone, will be 

checked by CCCC personnel. 

Masks will be required for 

the indoor dinner. 

A big Shout Out to 

Phillips 66 - their management & 

all the employees - and especially 

Aimee Henry and Adrienne Ursino  

for their generous donation from the 

Virtual “Walk of Honor” for our Veter-

ans Event. VNVDV appreciate the 

tremendous effort by Phillips 66 ena-

bling support of many worthy veter-

an programs.  

As I stated last month, we now are 
open at the Veterans Memorial Build-
ing.  The concern is there are not 
enough docents to keep it that way.  If 
we do not enlist more people to fulfill 
this rewarding opportunity, we will be 
forced to cut the days or hours of oper-
ation.  Please consider volunteer-
ing for a morning or afternoon 
shift once or twice a month. 

October is a slow month, but we make 
up for it in November.   

November 6th is the Pleasanton Pa-
rade.  An easy parade, it’s short.  Jerry 
will have more info. 

November 11th Veterans Day.  Jerry 
will have more info. 

November 11th thru November 
14th is the Veterans Day (weekend) 
open house and museum at the Veter-
ans Memorial Building.  Plan to drop 
by to see many exhibits and displays 
related to World War II (Last year was 
the 75th anniversary of the end of 
WWII).   

As usual, we will have the Huey 
in front of the building, and our 
job is to guard it 24/7 for the 4 
days.  If you have not already, 
please sign up for a 4-hour shift.  
No work involved.  I will be pass-
ing the clip board at the meeting.   

That’s it for now. 

Stay safe and healthy 



4TH OF JULY PARADE ON SATURDAY THE 4TH OF 

SEPTEMBER WAS SUCCESSFUL 



Thanks to August Speaker, NATHAN JOHNSON, Contra Costa 

County Veteran’s Service Officer, for his update to VNVDV 

Members on Veterans Programs that developed during the 

Covid Virus response as well as current AGENT ORANGE Pol-

icy changes. 

GIANNI’S “TIPS FOR CHANGE” ON AUG 30TH EX-

CEEDED PREVIOUS YEARS. THANKS TO ALL THE 

DINERS AND THEIR GENEROUS TIPS. 





SEPTEMBER 2ND VNVDV MEETING AT CCCC  



New E-Mail:  HSReese@att.net 

THE BLUE STAR MOMS, CHAPTER 20 AND CHAPTER 101 

HAVE DEVELOPED A PROGRAM TO HONOR FALLEN VETER-

ANS. MEMORIALS HAVE BEEN PREPARED TO BE LOCATED 

AT THE HIGH SCHOOL OF THE VETERAN. EACH MEMORIAL 

IS DEDICATED WITH A CEREMONY THAT PERMITS THE 

COMMUNITY TO JOIN WITH FAMILY MEMBERS IN RECOG-

NITION OF THEIR LOSS. VNVDV SUPPORT THIS PROGRAM 

AND ALL MEMBERS ARE ENCOURAGED TO ATTEND. 

THE MEMORIAL DEDICATION FOR SSG DANIEL SCHEILE 

AND SGT JOHN ARAGON SCHEDULED FOR APRIL 4TH AT 

ANTIOCH HAS BEEN CANCELLED. NOTIFICATION OF THE 

RESCHEDULE DATE WILL BE IN THE NEWSLETTER. 

VNVDV OCTOBER BIRTHDAYS 

 Jim Murphy  Navy  Jon Robbins   Army  

 James Handlin Army  Bob Sada    Air Force 

 John Reese   Navy  Patti Wernet   Army 

 Jerry Yahiro  Army  Phil Butler   Navy 

 Dennis Marguet Marine   Henry Fanger   Navy 

 David Behring Honorary Robert Mitchell  Marine 

 Pat Leary  Army  Les Chakurian  Army 

 Mike Huntsman Navy  Roy Warner   Navy 

 Joe Callaway  Army  Patty Chew   Army 

 Juan Kelly  Army  Dave Smith   Air Force  

 Gary Slattengren  Navy 





President Dennis Giacovelli selected our 2021/2022 Nomina-

tion Committee. Gary selected the very experienced Past 

President Rich Lambert Chair to include additional VNVDV 

Past President to seek out new & future leaders & potential 

Board Members & Committee Chairs. President Estrella se-

lected Past President Mike Weber. We encourage all VNVDV 

members to find out more about the organization and the vari-

ous positions available.  VOLUNTEERING in a leadership 

position can be 

 EXTREAMNLY REWARDING  PERSONALLY!  Find out 

more… if you have any questions about any position or the du-

ties of any Board Positions please contact Rich or Mike.   Elec-

tions are held at our Annual Meeting in the month of Novem-

ber by Ballot.    

YOU CAN MAKE A DIFFERENCE! 



Nominations are OPEN for 2022 Officers & Directors - as announced at the September Membership Dinner Meeting & men-
tioned in the INCOMING News.   President Dennis Giacovelli appointed Past President Rich Lambert as Chair of the Recruit-
ment & Nomination Committee for 2022.   He also appointed Past President Mike Weber to serve as official member of the 
2022 committee for the Election of Officers & Directors for the VNVDV.  Past President Rich Lambert expressed he is looking 
for a few good men… to serve on the Board in 2022.  The President needs a solid team behind him… so all members are en-
couraged to find out more about these positions from any of these Past Presidents…  Jerry Yahiro - Mike Weber or Rich Lam-
bert.   The Official Ballots will be distributed at the November 4th dinner meeting with the names of those nominated to-date.  You can nomi-
nate yourself - or members can nominate other current members in good standing.  Any election questions about the “responsibilities” of each 
office should be directed to any of these three members of the election committee.  Elections/Voting (turning in your written ballot) 
will be held at the General Membership Meeting on Thursday - November 4, 2021.  Ballots may also be returned by mail to the VNVDV 
official mailing address.  All “mailed ballots” must be “completed in full” and received no later than November 22, 2021 to be counted in the 
final results.  Election results will be announced by the President & Election Committee at the December meeting & announced in the In-
coming electronic newsletter. 

The 2022 Election is for the  VNVDV  Officers & Board of Directors positions listed: 

 President     

 Vice-President    

 Treasurer     

 Secretary     

 Director of Public Relations  

 Director of Membership   

 Director of Events    

 Director At Large    

 Director of Information   

 Director of Procurement   

 Director of Speakers   

The Election Committee has received nominations for each position and encourages members to find out about each leadership role and be-
come involved in our Board of Directors meetings.  All positions are OPEN and we encourage members to run for whatever position they de-
sire by notifying the Nomination Selection Committee by e-mail (please copy Election Committee members).  The duties & responsibilities of 
all “Officers & Directors” positions listed above are outlined in our organizational by-laws.  We encourage new members - as well and those 
now with time available - to attend our October Board of Directors meetings this month on the 3rd Thursday of each month at the Danville 
Veteran’s Memorial Building at 1800.  This is a good way to find out what each position is responsible for and gives you a better understand-
ing and background of the organization. All members are welcome to attend any Board meeting.  If you have questions about the positions - 
speak one of the members of the nomination/election committee.  Co-Chairs and Assistants are “appointed” by the President - and are need-
ed in most areas.  This is a great way to learn about the duties - help in a significant way - and keep our organization strong & active in help-
ing fellow veterans - those serving and our community.  Past President Jerry Yahiro noted… “The quality of an organization de-
pends on its current leaders’ and  the members’ willingness to participate in the administration of the organization.”  We en-
courage all members to “strongly consider” becoming more active & involved in “the program of your choice” in our organization.  

President Dennis Giacovelli previously indicated there are many enjoyable positions to serve - making a difference in the direction of this 
amazing organization and he strongly encourages all members to consider joining the 2022 team which he promises will be another fun & 

exciting year. Our events & activities are so varied… there is truly something for everybody!  You can make a difference.  Join the team.           









The deadline was moved to May 3, 2023, for the Golden State and 
the rest of the nation as the coronavirus pandemic lingers on. The 

pandemic has made it harder for residents to make trips to the Cali-
fornia Department of Motor Vehicles, since the agency is still oper-

ating in person at a limited capacity.  

https://www.redcrossblood.org/ 



 







Please SUPPORT  &  FOLLOW NEWS from some of our SUPPORTERS & FRIENDS WEBSITES: 

Contra Costa  County Veterans Service Office - Call the County VSO Office for Assistance - call 925 / 313-1481 for Appt. 
All Wars Memorial and obtaining AWM Pavers at Oak Hill Park - visit:   www.AllWarsMemorial.org  
Marines Memorial Association / Hotel / Club in SF - Visit their website at:  www.MarineClub.com 

Sentinels of Freedom Scholarship Foundation - visit:  www.SentinelsofFreedom.org 
Wheelchair Foundation & Wine for Wheels - Support our those in need of mobility - Visit:  www.WineforWheels.org  
Blue Star Moms #101 website:  www.bluestarmoms.org  &  Blue Star Moms #20 website: www.ccbluestarmoms.org 

VNVDV website to see more about the Vietnam Veterans of Diablo Valley  at:  www.VNVDV.org 
 

VISIT THE WEBSITE for the VETERANS MEMORIAL BUILDING  at: www.VMBSRV.org 
 

SUPPORT OUR BLUE STAR MOMS “DROP-OFF” LOCATIONS 

Oak Hill Park Memorial Expands 

The New Paver Section with 600 Pavers 

Do you have an AWM Paver? Don't wait - 

Honor a veteran, friend, neighbor, family member 

or patriot with a special AWM Paver Tribute!   

1st ENGRAVING COMPLETED—Hopefully 1 in May!   
Custom Engraving is performed Spring & Fall. 
Take time to visit the AWM - then the website 
for an application form. Order your AWM Paver 

www.AllWarsMemorial.org  
Questions?  See link on AWM Website 

Thanks to Procurement Director John “T.J.” Trujillo for his monthly display of 

VNVDV Hats and Shirts. Order your VNVDV NAME TAGS contact “T.J.”  

For all 

your 

VNVDV 

Shirts and 

Hats team 

with TJ 

and Pow-

er Stitch      181 Hartz Ave. 

We Thank David Behring & the Wheel 
Chair Foundation for the support of 
VNVDV & our three amazing wheel 
chair distribution trips to Vietnam.  

POWER STITCH MOVED TO 3195 DANVILLE 

BLVD, ALAMO  -  925-362-3477 



Watch live every 2nd Monday at 7 pm on CCTV 



OCT 2021  

PRESIDENT - 

   Dennis Giacovelli 

VICE  PRESIDENT - 

   Steve Burchik  

TREASURER  

   Mike Slattengren 

SECRETARY 

   Clifford  DeCuir 

MEMBERSHIP  

   Jim Murphy   

DIRECTOR - at - LARGE 

   Jim Hill 

DIRECTOR  of  
EVENTS 

   Jerry Yahiro   

SPEAKERS BUREAU 

   Bill Green   

INFORMATION 

   Jon Robbins   

PROCUREMENT 

   John “T. J.”  Trujillo 
  

PUBLIC  RELATIONS 

   John “jgr”  Reese 

WEBSITE                                              
Chelle Clements 

2021 OFFICERS  &  

BOARD MEMBERS 

PAST  PRESIDENTS 

Gary Estella  

William “Bill” Green 

Ray La Rochelle 

Michael Slattengren 

Jerry Yahiro 

John Estes 

Del  Loewe 

Tim  Hart 

Mike Weber 

Mike McDaniel 

Rich Lambert 

Ron Azarcon 

Bill Picton 

Norm Mahalich 

Established 1991 

 RESUMPTION OF DINNER MEET-

INGS, OCTOBER 7TH 2021 

$30  


