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JUNE VIRTUAL SPEAKER  

RADM Tom Andrews, USN 

(Ret.)  will discuss The Bat-

tle of Leyte Gulf from the 

perspective of the contribu-

tion of the USS Kitun Bay 

(CVE-71) and VC-5 which in-

cluded Tom’s Father. PART TWO 

At several solemn events over the past 

two months, I noticed that our members 

have started to venture out and are at-

tending events.   Although the Memorial 

Day Remembrance and honoring 

VNVDV members who passed away 

were somber, there was an uplifting 

spirit.  It was good to see so many of 

you in person again.  

On the 4th of July, there will be no pa-
rade, but the Kiwanis will be holding 
a pancake breakfast at Luna Loca 
restaurant.  For those of you who nor-
mally participate in the 4th of July pa-
rade, you know that we all end up at Lu-
na Loca after the parade for Margaritas 
and chips anyway.  Perhaps Pancakes 
and Margaritas can catch on.  For 
those of you who miss the camara-
derie, come join me, in uniform, at 
8:00-10:30.  I hear that some of our 
friends will be cooking.  You do have to 
get tickets in advance at:  
 
www.srvkiwanis.org/store/2021-
pancake-breakfast 

http://www.srvkiwanis.org/store/2021-pancake-breakfast
http://www.srvkiwanis.org/store/2021-pancake-breakfast
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Crow Canyon Country Club 
monthly meetings return Septem-
ber 2, 2021. It has been a year 
and a half since we were able to 
gather together so look at your 
calendars and make note  of  the 
VNVDV return to dinner with 
friends. Starting in September the 
meal cost will be $30. As stated in 
the President’s message RESER-
VATIONS will be required. Contact 
info. Call or E-mail Mike Slatten-
gren (925) 216-7139, slatten-
gren.vnvdv@gmail.com 

Pictures from Sep. 2019, Dinner. 

Monday August 30th the Veterans Me-
morial Building is having a “Tips for 
Change” fundraiser at Gianni’s Italian 
Bistro in San Ramon.  Please make res-
ervations the week before.  Special treat- 
Vice-Mayor Newell Arnerich and Town 
Councilmember Robert Storer will be 
waiting tables and Karen Stepper will be 
greeting you at the door.  It promises to be 
a great night. 
 
July and August we will continue to have 
Zoom Dinner meetings.   
 
Then, join us on September 2nd for our 
first on-site Dinner at the Crow Canyon 
Country Club of the year.   Call or email 
Slatts to make a reservation so we 
know how many to tell the club.  
(925) 216-7139  or slatten-
gren.vnvdv@gmail.com 
  
Also the following Saturday, September 
4th will be the re-scheduled 4th of July 
parade.  The same parade, but in Sep-
tember.  Come on out in uniform and carry 
a flag, hold a banner or pass out flags.   
   
So this month’s message is a repeat of 
last month’s: 
Enjoy every day.  Get back together with 
friends.  Re-establish a friendship that has 
gone awry.  Make someone’s day.  Enjoy 
this summer with family and friends. 
 
That’s it.  Stay safe and healthy, and live 
life to the fullest every day. 
Dennis 

mailto:slattengren.vnvdv@gmail.com
mailto:slattengren.vnvdv@gmail.com


 

VNVDV MEMBER, PAT LEARY HAS 

BEEN DIRECTLY INVOLED WITH 

THE FVSO FOR YEARS AND SPENT 

MUCH OF HIS TOUR IN VIETNAM IN 

THE KONTUM PROVINCE. THESE 

SHORT NOTES ARE AN UPDATE OF 

THEIR ACTIVITIES. NOTHING GETS 

DONE WITHOUT MONETARY SUP-

PORT. VINH SON ORPHANAGE  DO-

NATIONS FEED THE SUCCESS OF 

THIS PROGRAM. 

MANY OF OUR MEMBERS ARE 

FARMILIAR WITH THE MON-

TANARDS AND THE STRUGGLES 

THEY HAVE ENDURE DUE TO THEIR 

DISTRUST OF THE VIETNAMESE 

GOVERNMENT. 

PLEASE CONSIDER THIS PRO-

GRAM AND THE LIFE SAVING RE-

SULTS IT YIELDS. 

SATURDAY COFFEE  AT VMB 8-12 

Kiwanis Club of the San 
Ramon Valley pancake 
breakfast on the 4th of Ju-
ly!  Presented in partner-
ship with Luna Loca, the 
pancake breakfast will be 
held from 8:00 -10:30am 
at Luna Loca restaurant in 
the Livery Mercantile 
shopping center.  









New E-Mail:  HSReese@att.net 

THE BLUE STAR MOMS, CHAPTER 20 AND CHAPTER 101 

HAVE DEVELOPED A PROGRAM TO HONOR FALLEN VETER-

ANS. MEMORIALS HAVE BEEN PREPARED TO BE LOCATED 

AT THE HIGH SCHOOL OF THE VETERAN. EACH MEMORIAL 

IS DEDICATED WITH A CEREMONY THAT PERMITS THE 

COMMUNITY TO JOIN WITH FAMILY MEMBERS IN RECOG-

NITION OF THEIR LOSS. VNVDV SUPPORT THIS PROGRAM 

AND ALL MEMBERS ARE ENCOURAGED TO ATTEND. 

THE MEMORIAL DEDICATION FOR SSG DANIEL SCHEILE 

AND SGT JOHN ARAGON SCHEDULED FOR APRIL 4TH AT 

ANTIOCH HAS BEEN CANCELLED. NOTIFICATION OF THE 

RESCHEDULE DATE WILL BE IN THE NEWSLETTER. 

 Gary Villalba   Army   Dick Sperling Army 

Mike Weber    Army   Earl Conklin  Army 

James Hill   Army   John Schafgans Army 

Alex McElee   Navy   Frank Luna  Army 

Wayne Norwood  Army   Daniel Harrington    Navy  

Joe Cardinale  Army   Steve Cochran Army 

Larry Ashcock         Army   Marty De Venuta      Air Force 

Ron Huesman         Marines            John Willing        Marines 

Dick Seavey          Army   Billy Rogers  Army 

Sandra Johnson  Air Force  Jeremy Bonelle Army 

John Prentice  Marine 

VIET NAM VETERANS DIABLO VALLEY JULY BIRTHDAYS 



RYAN SYKES LIFE-HONORARY MEMBER OF THE 

VIET NAM VETERANS DIABLO VALLEY 

THANKS TO THE JUNE VIRTUAL SPEAKER TOM AN-

DRES, RADM USN (Ret.) FOR HIS PRESENTATION ON 

THE BATTLE OF LAYTE GULF. 

RYAN SYKES NEW HOME IS UNDER 

CONSTRUCTION. UPDATE PHOTO 

OF THE PROGRESS. 



The deadline was moved to May 3, 2023, for the Golden State and 
the rest of the nation as the coronavirus pandemic lingers on. The 

pandemic has made it harder for residents to make trips to the Cali-
fornia Department of Motor Vehicles, since the agency is still oper-

ating in person at a limited capacity.  

https://www.redcrossblood.org/ 





 







Please SUPPORT  &  FOLLOW NEWS from some of our SUPPORTERS & FRIENDS WEBSITES: 

Contra Costa  County Veterans Service Office - Call the County VSO Office for Assistance - call 925 / 313-1481 for Appt. 
All Wars Memorial and obtaining AWM Pavers at Oak Hill Park - visit:   www.AllWarsMemorial.org  
Marines Memorial Association / Hotel / Club in SF - Visit their website at:  www.MarineClub.com 

Sentinels of Freedom Scholarship Foundation - visit:  www.SentinelsofFreedom.org 
Wheelchair Foundation & Wine for Wheels - Support our those in need of mobility - Visit:  www.WineforWheels.org  
Blue Star Moms #101 website:  www.bluestarmoms.org  &  Blue Star Moms #20 website: www.ccbluestarmoms.org 

VNVDV website to see more about the Vietnam Veterans of Diablo Valley  at:  www.VNVDV.org 
 

VISIT THE WEBSITE for the VETERANS MEMORIAL BUILDING  at: www.VMBSRV.org 
 

SUPPORT OUR BLUE STAR MOMS “DROP-OFF” LOCATIONS 

Oak Hill Park Memorial Expands 

The New Paver Section with 600 Pavers 

Do you have an AWM Paver? Don't wait - 

Honor a veteran, friend, neighbor, family member 

or patriot with a special AWM Paver Tribute!   

1st ENGRAVING COMPLETED—Hopefully 1 in May!   
Custom Engraving is performed Spring & Fall. 
Take time to visit the AWM - then the website 
for an application form. Order your AWM Paver 

www.AllWarsMemorial.org  
Questions?  See link on AWM Website 

Thanks to Procurement Director John “T.J.” Trujillo for his monthly display of 

VNVDV Hats and Shirts. Order your VNVDV NAME TAGS contact “T.J.”  

For all 

your 

VNVDV 

Shirts and 

Hats team 

with TJ 

and Pow-

er Stitch      181 Hartz Ave. 

We Thank David Behring & the Wheel 
Chair Foundation for the support of 
VNVDV & our three amazing wheel 
chair distribution trips to Vietnam.  

POWER STITCH MOVED TO 3195 DANVILLE 

BLVD, ALAMO  -  925-362-3477 



Watch live every 2nd Monday at 7 pm on CCTV 
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WEBSITE                                              
Chelle Clements 

2021 OFFICERS  &  

BOARD MEMBERS 

PAST  PRESIDENTS 

Gary Estella  

William “Bill” Green 

Ray La Rochelle 

Michael Slattengren 

Jerry Yahiro 

John Estes 

Del  Loewe 

Tim  Hart 

Mike Weber 

Mike McDaniel 

Rich Lambert 

Ron Azarcon 

Bill Picton 

Norm Mahalich 

Established 1991 

 RESUMPTION OF DINNER MEET-

INGS, SEPTEMBER 2ND 2021 

$30  


