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Pearl Harbor Remembrance Day: 58th 
“Eye of Diablo” Beacon Lighting Cere-

mony DEC 7th 
Weather permitting, the 
ceremony will be held 
outdoors at the Cal State 
East Bay Concord Cam-
pus, at 4700 Ygnacio Val-
ley Road in Concord at 
3:45. The Ca State system 
requires all campus visi-
tors to be vaccinated or 
have a valid exemption.  

VNVDV HOLIDAY AWARDS    

DINNER DECEMBER 2019 
I hope you all got a chance to visit 
the wonderful and very educational 
displays at the Veterans Memorial 
Building over the four days during 
Veterans Day weekend.  The Library 
and Historical Collections Committee 
(LHCC) and others put together quite 
a museum.  Along with the Veterans 
Day Ceremony, Purple Heart Cere-
mony and Pancake Breakfast, the 
Huey out front, bunting and the huge 
American flag, our Veterans and our 
Community made quite a ceremony. 

December 2nd will be our annual 
Christmas Dinner and recognition 
gathering.  In addition to the usual 
activities, we will be celebrating our 

30th anniversary.  I will be giving 
out a special VNVDV 30th Anni-
versary challenge coin to each 
member.  Please consider bring-
ing a $25 Target gift card in lieu of 
a toy for this year’s Operation San-
ta.  
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VNVDV MEETING, DECEM-

BER 2ND at Crow Canyon 

Country Club will require all at-

tendees to present confirma-

tion of full vaccination. A 

copy, print or photo on phone, 

will be checked by CCCC per-

sonnel. Masks will be required 

for the indoor dinner. 

2022 VNVDV Hawaiian BBQ  

Sunday - Feb. 13th 

“Donations Needed” 

For the Feb. 13 Hawaiian 

BBQ donations don’t fall 

from the sky. For this 2022 

event Jim Murphy and Jim 

Hill need everyone’s help to 

make the Auction success-

ful. Contact them to discuss 

ways to contribute to the 

success of this fund raiser.  

Left: JIM MURPHY, 925 858 2618 

 jimmurphycreative@yahoo.com 

 

Right: JIM HILL, 510 410 1040 

 jamauihill@yahoo.com 

If you haven’t already rsvp’d, 
check with Slatts to see if there 
is still room.  I will be bringing 
the coins to future meetings so 
ask me next month if you are 
not attending Christmas Dinner.   

 

December 11th at 12:00 pm, 
Saturday, will be the Army/
Navy game.  Please come and 
join us in the downstairs main 
hall and bring a side dish to 
share and a beverage.   

 

December 18th at 11:00 am, 
Saturday will be the annual 
Wreaths Across America at 
the Alamo Cemetery.   Come 
join our community in laying a 
wreath at the grave of deceased 
veterans from our community. 

 

I sincerely wish you all a Merry 
Christmas and Happy New 
Year.  I wish you also good 
health and safe travels.  Spend 
time with friends and family.  
And, may next year be your 
best year yet.  



Veterans Day Parade Pleasanton  -  Sun. Nov 7 



VETERANS DAY 2021  -  FOUR DAY PRESENTATION TO 

HONOR THOSE WHO SACRAFICED FOR THEIR COUNTRY  











NOVEMBER 4TH VNVDV MEETING AT CCCC  



Thanks to the November speaker Steve Shodeen for his discussion of his 

experiences while assigned to The Old Guard. Steve’s Badge 386 is a Life Time 

Achievement and Steve is participating in the 100th Anniversary of the of the Old 

Guard honoring the Tomb of the Unknown.  

On December 18, 2021 at 10:00 am, Wreaths Across America will be at Ala-
mo Cemetery, 130 El Portal, Danville, CA 94526 to Remember and Honor our 
veterans through the laying of Remembrance wreaths on the graves of our 
country's fallen heroes and the act of saying the name of each and every 
veteran aloud. 

Please help our location lay wreaths at as many graves as possible by 
clicking the red "Sponsor" button. Or, if you would like to volunteer to par-
ticipate in the wreath laying ceremony, please click the “Volunteer” button 
next to the cemetery name below, and don't forget to click the "Invite" but-
ton to invite your friends and family to join you. 

REMEMBER the Fallen. . . HONOR those who Serve. . . 
TEACH our children the value of Freedom.  









New E-Mail:  HSReese@att.net 

VNVDV DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

OPERATION SANTA 2021 SERVES 100 FAMILIES CONSISTING OF ACTIVE DUTY 

SERVICE AND GWOT VETERANS. THE COAST GUARD PROVIDES THE EVENT LO-

CATION AND THE SELECTED FAMILIES RECEIVE TOYS AND GIFT CARDS THAT 

HELP THEM ENJOY THE CHRISTMAS SEASON. VNVDV MEMBERS MAY DONATE 

TO THE PROGRAM BY BRING A GIFT CARD FROM TARGET WITH A SUGGESTED 

VALUE OF $25. THE GIFT CARDS WILL BE COLLETED AT THE NOVEMBER 4TH 

AND THE DECEMBER 2ND MEETINGS. 

  Harry Stonelake Navy  Chelle Clements Army    

  Floyd Cox    Army  Mike McDaniel  USMC 

  David Koury  Navy  Patrick Pralle  Navy  

  Gene Cota    Air Force Ron Lowe   Army 

  Cliff DeCuir  Army  Bill LaVigne  Army 

   James Taylor   Army  Lawrence Tehero Air Force 

   Kelly McHugh  Navy  Steve Telles   Navy 

CONGRATULATIONS TO MICKY GANITCH, 

PEARL HARBOR SURVIVOR, NAVY, 102 

YEARS OLD THIS DECEMBER 









Please SUPPORT  &  FOLLOW NEWS from some of our SUPPORTERS & FRIENDS WEBSITES: 

Contra Costa  County Veterans Service Office - Call the County VSO Office for Assistance - call 925 / 313-1481 for Appt. 
All Wars Memorial and obtaining AWM Pavers at Oak Hill Park - visit:   www.AllWarsMemorial.org  
Marines Memorial Association / Hotel / Club in SF - Visit their website at:  www.MarineClub.com 

Sentinels of Freedom Scholarship Foundation - visit:  www.SentinelsofFreedom.org 
Wheelchair Foundation & Wine for Wheels - Support our those in need of mobility - Visit:  www.WineforWheels.org  
Blue Star Moms #101 website:  www.bluestarmoms.org  &  Blue Star Moms #20 website: www.ccbluestarmoms.org 

VNVDV website to see more about the Vietnam Veterans of Diablo Valley  at:  www.VNVDV.org 
 

VISIT THE WEBSITE for the VETERANS MEMORIAL BUILDING  at: www.VMBSRV.org 
 

SUPPORT OUR BLUE STAR MOMS “DROP-OFF” LOCATIONS 

Oak Hill Park Memorial Expands 

The New Paver Section with 600 Pavers 

Do you have an AWM Paver? Don't wait - 

Honor a veteran, friend, neighbor, family member 

or patriot with a special AWM Paver Tribute!   

1st ENGRAVING COMPLETED—Hopefully 1 in May!   
Custom Engraving is performed Spring & Fall. 
Take time to visit the AWM - then the website 
for an application form. Order your AWM Paver 

www.AllWarsMemorial.org  
Questions?  See link on AWM Website 

Thanks to Procurement Director John “T.J.” Trujillo for his monthly display of 

VNVDV Hats and Shirts. Order your VNVDV NAME TAGS contact “T.J.”  

For all 

your 

VNVDV 

Shirts and 

Hats team 

with TJ 

and Pow-

er Stitch      181 Hartz Ave. 

We Thank David Behring & the Wheel 
Chair Foundation for the support of 
VNVDV & our three amazing wheel 
chair distribution trips to Vietnam.  

POWER STITCH MOVED TO 3195 DANVILLE 

BLVD, ALAMO  -  925-362-3477 



Watch live every 2nd Monday at 7 pm on CCTV 
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 DINNER MEETING, DECEMBER 

2ND, 2021 

$30  


