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VIRTUAL MEETING MARCH 4TH  

 APRIL VIRTUAL SPEAKER 

 Joseph C. Willoughby, Lt Col, 
USAF (Ret.) will speak on his var-

ied assignments in Europe and 

the Middle East and finally IN 
Moscow as the Russian Desk Of-

ficer for the Department of De-
fense. 

 

APR 2021 

If you have not already, please, 
please get your Covid 19 vaccina-
tions.   Vaccines are widely availa-
ble through the VA, County, and 
your health provider. 
 
Due to both the pandemic and 
mother nature’s harsh weather this 
past year, the need for blood dona-
tions is especially great.  All types 
are needed but especially type O.  
The Red Cross is having a blood 
drive in Danville on Tuesday April 
27th at the Grange Hall, 743 Dia-
blo Road.  You need to contact 
the Red Cross in advance to 
make an appointment.  You can 
call 1(800) REDCROSS or on-line 

at the Red Cross website, red-
crossblood.org/give. 
   
I did it, it is painless.  Please do it 
soon as the appointments book up 
quickly.   
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Dennis Giacovelli 
President  
PH (925) 383-6455 
houseworks@pacbell.net 

Although we are now in the Red tier 
and businesses are starting to open 
up, the Veterans Memorial Building is 
still closed.  We are looking forward 
to soon being able to gather, meet 
and hang out at the VMB building. 
Until then, Lee is holding down the 
fort. 
 
We are anxiously looking at getting 
back to having meetings at the Crow 
Canyon Country Club.  I hope that 
will happen this summer.  I hope all of 
you will be back when we do. 
 
Phillips 66 and the VNVDV are con-
tinuing our pursuit of having a Walk 
of Honor this year.  It will be a combi-
nation of individual walk and then on 
May 15th (Armed Forces Day) we will 
have a zoom speaker and possibly 
raffle/auctions etc.  Many thanks to 
Phillips 66 for supporting us for all 
these years, and in finding a way to 
do so, even during these pandemic 
times.   Please stay tuned and sup-
port this event as this will probably be 
our only fundraiser for the year. 
 
Just received, VA is now offering 
Covid vaccines to non-veteran 
spouses and their caregivers. 
 
Stay safe, get vaccinated, and maybe 
even give blood. 
 
Dennis 

May 15th ARMED FORCES DAY  

PHILLIPS 66 is organizing a ZOOM 

Event to recognize all The Serving   

Members of the Armed Forces. 

There will be a Virtual Speaker fol-

lowed by an Auction/Raffle 

A portion of the proceeds from this 

event are donated to the Viet Nam 

Veterans Diablo Valley to support 

continuing Veterans Activities. 

Details will be updated in the MAY 

INCOMING NEWSLETTER. 



A Message from the Director ...  
The fourth anniversary of National Vietnam War Veterans 
Day, March 29, is coming up soon!  As it approaches, we 
are utilizing the ongoing vaccine distribution to reach our Vi-
etnam veterans who are physically able to make it to the inocu-
lation sites.  As New York City rolled out the vaccine program 
at the Javits Center, we leveraged that effort to reach Vietnam 
veterans and within days, more than 200 were thanked and 
honored.  On January 19, we had a teleconference with Adju-
tant Generals from all 50 States, 3 territories and the District of 
Columbia to share that success and encourage them to do the 
same.  

This effort is picking up steam, but we need you to –   

-- Help us thank and honor our Vietnam veterans, our Na-
tion’s blood and treasure from a generation ago, in the neigh-
borhoods where they live. 

– Help us connect with our hard-to-reach veterans—those in 
Service-associated retirement homes, nursing homes or assisted 
living facilities.  

– Help us with the healing that happens when a veteran, who 
would just rather leave Vietnam in the rear-view mir-
ror, receives our Nation’s thanks and gratitude. 

There is a scene from Saving Private Ryan where an aged Private Ryan (played by Harrison Young) 
turns to his wife and says: “Tell me I’ve led a good life.”  “Tell me I’m a good man.”  We believe that is 
what we do when we extend our Nation’s thanks to our Vietnam veterans.  We tell these men and women 
they earned it.  They made a difference in our lives and in the lives of our children. 

Our hope is that COVID ends soon and our Commemorative Partners will again be able to host events, 
especially since the VA estimates that we are losing 557 Vietnam veterans each day.  We are deeply con-
cerned about what the separation imposed by COVID means to our Vietnam veterans … separation 
from families, the loneliness, the anxiety, and depression.  We want them to know just how much we ap-
preciate them and their service to our Nation.  We want them to know that they have earned the Na-
tion’s gratitude!  

So, I encourage everyone to visit www.vietnamwar50th.com. There you will find great examples of 
safe and successful events honoring Vietnam veterans during COVID.  

Please follow these examples and reach out to the Vietnam veterans in your neighborhood.  I promise, 
you will make a huge difference in their lives! 

Join the Nation … thank a Vietnam veteran! 

We are privileged to welcome 
the Chairman of the 
Joint Chiefs of Staff, 
U.S. Army Gen. Mark A. Milley, 

as a Commemorative 
Ambassador. Thank you for 
honoring Vietnam veterans! 

file://///usr.osd.mil/Home/WSO/VNWar50th/WaiteAP1/_MyComputer/Documents/VWC/SITREP/www.vietnamwar50th.com


Vietnam Veteran Lapel Pins 
The Vietnam Veteran Lapel Pin has become “a lasting memento of the Nation’s thanks.” Living 

U.S. Veterans who served on active duty in the U.S. Armed Forces at any time during the 
period of November 1, 1955, to May 15, 1975, regardless of location, are eligible to receive 
one lapel pin. 

Normally, these lapel pins are presented during a dignified, public ceremony to individual Vi-
etnam Veterans. However, given the global pandemic, most commemorative events have 
been postponed, while others have been rescheduled for next year. 

As a unique alternative during this challenging period, The Vietnam War Commemoration is en-
couraging Vietnam Veterans to submit a request for their lapel pin via email 
at whs.vnwar50th_events@mail.mil. At the earliest opportunity, Veterans will receive a lapel 
pin in the mail. 

 

Who does Vietnam War Commemoration Honor? 

U.S. Armed Forces personnel with active duty service between November 1, 1955 to May 15, 1975, re-
gardless of location of service which includes: 

Nine million Americans serving during that time 

6.4 million Americans living today 

2.7 million U.S. service members who served in Vietnam 

58,000 whose names are memorialized on a black granite wall in our Nation’s capital 

304,000 who were wounded 

1,253 Missing in Action (MIA) heroes who have not yet returned to American soil 

2,500 Prisoners of War (POWs) 

The commemoration makes no distinction between veterans who served in-county, in-theater, or were 
stationed elsewhere during those 20 year 

Presidential Proclamation Regarding Vietnam War Vet-
erans Recognition Act of 2017 

“To ensure the sacrifices of the 9 million heroes who served during this difficult chapter of our country’s 
history are remembered for generations to come, I signed into law the Vietnam War Veterans Recogni-
tion Act of 2017, designating March 29 of each year as National Vietnam War Veterans Day. Throughout 
this Commemoration of the 50th Anniversary of the Vietnam War, and every March 29 thereafter, we will 
honor all those who answered our Nation’s call to duty.” -President Trump 

mailto:whs.vnwar50th_events@mail.mil
https://militarybenefits.info/pow-mia-recognition-day/


New E-Mail:  HSReese@att.net 

THE BLUE STAR MOMS, CHAPTER 20 AND CHAPTER 101 

HAVE DEVELOPED A PROGRAM TO HONOR FALLEN VETER-

ANS. MEMORIALS HAVE BEEN PREPARED TO BE LOCATED 

AT THE HIGH SCHOOL OF THE VETERAN. EACH MEMORIAL 

IS DEDICATED WITH A CEREMONY THAT PERMITS THE 

COMMUNITY TO JOIN WITH FAMILY MEMBERS IN RECOG-

NITION OF THEIR LOSS. VNVDV SUPPORT THIS PROGRAM 

AND ALL MEMBERS ARE ENCOURAGED TO ATTEND. 

THE MEMORIAL DEDICATION FOR SSG DANIEL SCHEILE 

AND SGT JOHN ARAGON SCHEDULED FOR APRIL 4TH AT 

ANTIOCH HAS BEEN CANCELLED. NOTIFICATION OF THE 

RESCHEDULE DATE WILL BE IN THE NEWSLETTER. 

 

VNVDV Member April Birthdays 

  Doug Miller  Army   Harry Fuller    Army  

  Del Loewe  Navy  Dennis Giacovelli  Navy  

  Michael Ebert Army   Robert Romero  Navy  

  Dave Richardson  Army  Rich Lambert  Navy 

  Tom McHale   USMC  Steve Risk   USMC 

Thanks to the March Virtual Speaker TOM ANDREWS FOR HIS PRESENTA-

TION OF THE UPCOMING EVENT—THE COMMISSIONING OF THE USS 

OAKLAND scheduled for April 17, 2021 at the Oakland Bay. 



Norm Mahalich, founding member of the Viet Nam Veterans 
of Diablo Valley, enjoyed his prize hotrod. It is a 1937 Ford Cabri-
olet - it has a Corvette LT1 engine put in about 7 years ago (and 
the engine has less than 1,000 miles on it).  Photos are attached, 
and others are available and can be sent.  The Hotrod is running 
and needs a good home.  The asking price is $55,000 but this is 
negotiable.  Please feel free to give any friend of yours. Contact 

is cell phone: 925-548-2511.  Please text Chad Mahalich. 

Year: 
1937 

Make: 
Ford 

Model: 
Cabriolet 

Mileage: 
8372 

Engine: 
tuned-port fuel injection V8 

Engine Size: 
5.7L 350 LT1 

Exterior Color: 
Teal 

Interior Color: 
White 

Transmission: 
automatic (Turbo 350) 

Differential Ratio: 
Ford 9" differential 

Description  
Vintage A/C and hood, rotor brakes 
front, disc brakes rear, pinion steer-
ing, custom radiator, full custom 
chassis, underneath all painted/
detailed. Engine all detailed, leather 
interior, custom stereo VDO gauges, 
power steering, power windows, re-
movable top, rear seat, vintage 
wheels, and tilt. 





 DATE: Saturday, April 24, 2021  

TIME: Zoom opens at 9:50am - Start Time: 10:00am Pacific 

Time (PT)  

Zoom opens at 12:50pm – Start Time: 1:00pm Eastern Time 

(ET)  

LOCATION: No need to travel, join us from home or work!  

RSVP: Register to receive Zoom link for this event:  

www.hfotusa.org/Sykes  

For more information or to get involved, please contact Val San-

tos, Community Outreach Coordinator  

vsantos@hfotusa.org or at 774-218-1357 (call or text)  

RYAN SYKES LIFE-HONORARY MEMBER OF THE 

VIET NAM VETERANS DIABLO VALLEY 



One our favorite Sentinels,  USN Ret. Ryan Sykes, now living in Grass Valley and is going to be the recipient of a new specially 
equipped home built and donated by Homes For Our Troops. 
 
Sentinels of Freedom has proudly supported and collaborated with Homes For Our Troops on many of these homes that they 
have built across the nation for our severely wounded and injured veterans. 
  
As many of you remember, Ryan was a recipient of a Sentinels of Freedom Scholarship and lived here in San Ramon with us for 
several years after is injury while on duty in Afghanistan. 
Soon after he arrived here in San Ramon, he volunteered at our Police Department, joined the Dougherty Valley Rotary Club, 
attended 4th of July Parades and Veterans events with his dog Doc and along the way made hundreds of true friends. His pro-
gress in speech, agility , cognition in his transition was helped by these very same people. His dogged determination and his vow 
to never quit in his recovery carried 99% of the heavy water to get him back home to Grass Valley where he grew up. 
  
Honestly, I don’t think he could have landed in a better community than our Valley to help him achieve his objectives and goals. 
Personally, for me it was hard to see him leave. But he was determined to move on, and ready to start a new chapter in his life 
so we supported his move. And so, another chapter in Ryan’s incredible life and journey begins with this new home. 
  
To all of you in the Valley who met him, mentored him and embraced him as a friend, we can’t thank you enough. He proved 
worthy of every bit of our support and efforts. 
As special thanks to our local Veterans organizations, Blue Star Moms, Shepell Homes,  his brothers at the San Ramon Police 
Dept. and the Dougherty Valley Rotary Club for your kindness, support and mentoring of Ryan. You all made a huge difference 
and positive impact on his life. 
  
Attached is an invitation to the Zoom event that will be held April 24th 2021,  as Homes For Our Troops breaks ground on the 
new home for Ryan. 
  
Please signup and support Ryan and Homes for Our Troops as we seek to support the fundraising for his new home. 
  
Ryan, we all miss you, we were blessed to have you live in our community all those years. Along the way you touched all our 
hearts and enriched our lives with your drive, wicked sense of humor and great big smile. You and I had some great fun and a 
lot of laughs traveling together and attending events across the country with your wonder dog, Doc.   
  
An old Irish quote sums up our feelings about you best, 
  

“There are wooden ships, there are sailing ships, there are ships that sail the sea, 

but the best ships are friendships and may they always be.” 

  
We all wish you Fair Winds and Following Seas in your new home and new journey. 
  
Sincerely, Mike Conklin 

RYAN SYKES 







You may be eligible for this study if:

You are a relative or friend who cares for a veteran. 

This research study involves filling out questionnaires and 

participating in a 1 hour telephone interview. We will ask about 

your experiences using home and community resources for 

veterans and their caregivers, and get feedback to improve VA 

resources. 

You will be compensated up to $50 for your time.

Participant’s rights questions, contact: 1-866-680-2906.

Contact: Rashmi Risbud

650-614-9997 x 23434 

VHAPALCaregiverCoE@va.gov

VA Palo Alto Health Care System Research/Partnership with 

Sentinels of Freedom 

Understanding Gaps in Home-based 

Services from Informal Caregivers



 

Veterans: Call before visiting your VA facility 

Medical appointments possible at home via VA Video Connect 

 
Got a fever, cold, cough or flu-like symptoms? Are you worried that you have a viral illness? 
 The last thing you want to do is get out of the house to see the doctor, exposing yourself (and others) to more 
potential bugs and viruses. 
 
VA can make it easier and safer to get back to health with virtual care through My HealtheVet and the VA 
Video Connect app on your smartphone, tablet or computer. 
 
What is virtual care? Virtual care means you can contact your VA provider (and health care team) through 
secure messaging or receive treatment by telephone or video. Last year, Veterans had over 20 million virtual 
engagements with VA. 
 
Any Veteran who qualifies to receive VA care and lives in the U.S. is eligible to use virtual care. 
 

 
Long Description 
 
Staying home – easier for you, safer for the community. 
Virtual care is personalized and can connect you with your providers more effectively than ever. Ask your 
health care team if virtual care can help meet some of your health care needs. Options include in-home health 
monitoring with tailored technologies, connection to specialists, or even remote scans and data. 
 
Cold and flu care made easy 
 
Virtual care is safe and effective. Imagine the benefits to you and to your fellow Veterans if you don’t have the 
hassle of going to the hospital or clinic with a with a cold, flu or other viral illness. You can stay at home and 
avoid battling for a parking spot and spending time in a waiting room. Most importantly, you won’t put other 
Veterans at risk of a highly contagious illness. Staying home can be easier for you AND safer for the community 
by helping contain the spread of infectious diseases. 
 
You probably already know My HealtheVet is a great way to manage your care – with online Rx Refills, VA 
Appointments, and your labs and tests, radiology reports, and images. 
 
With secure messaging and video appointments, reaching your providers while at home can be easy, too. 
While not for use in emergencies, a secure and private session begins with a simple request with a Secure 
Message for a video appointment. Sign in and request one next time you need to see your doctor or other 
providers. 
 
Your health care team can also set up an in-person appointment, if needed. Call your VA health center if you 
have symptoms. 
 
For more information, visit: 
VA Video Connect (allows you to test your equipment compatibility) 
Reach Your VA Care Team Over Live Video (YouTube) 
VA Telehealth Services 



 

Veterans can search free resources through Code 

of Support’s  PATRIOTlink 

Find vetted, direct, cost-free services

 
Code of Support’s PATRIOTlink® platform is a free online resource database that includes thousands of programs tailored to 

the military and Veteran community. 

Through PATRIOTlink, users can search vetted, direct, cost-free services specific to their needs. PATRIOTlink was recently rede-

signed to make it even easier to use. Now, users can complete searches by entering less information and they can view events and 

job opportunities in their area through a news feed feature. 

Working together, a partnership with VA 

With over 40,000 Veteran Service Organizations offering resources, both VA and Code of Support recognize that collaboration is a 

key to ensuring military and Veteran families find the right help. This partnership between Code of Support formally started in De-

cember 2018 when VA’s Veterans Experience Office signed a Memorandum of Understanding with Code of Support. 

Through its ongoing collaboration with VA, Code of Support’s PATRIOTlink database includes a list of VA resources along with pro-

gram information for each resource. Listed resources include suicide prevention coordinators, Vet Centers, domiciliary units, and 

caregiver support services. Including these resources in PATRIOTlink makes it easier and more efficient for Veterans to access VA 

resources, which improves outcomes. The VA collaboration also ensures that awareness of available resources extends to more 

suicide prevention coordinators and caregivers across the nation. 

 

Long Description 

 
Together, VA and Code of Support hope to improve the access to and navigation of resources in local communities to best serve 

Veterans, families, caregivers and survivors. Code of Support provides case coordination, education and engagement, and a navi-

gation platform that allows service providers to reduce the amount of time it takes to find resources to meet their client ’s needs. VA 

cannot do it alone, and partnerships like Code of Support help to augment and supplement VA services and benefits where needed. 

VA is providing Code of Support the most up to date resource and contact information to access and navigate VA services and ben-

efits that includes caregiver support services, suicide prevention and homeless coordinators, Vet Centers and domiciliary units. One 

of VA’s goals is to ensure that access to services and benefits is easy, efficient, and creates positive experiences in receiving care 

and support where they live. 

Veterans and their families should not have to struggle with finding resources and services, so VA encourages Veterans and their 

families to use the free services from partners like the Code of Support Foundation for easier access and navigation support. 

How do I join? 

To get started, simply login at www.patriotlink.org, enter a few keywords or select a service 

need, and filter the results by your specific eligibility criteria. You can then see a list of unique 

resources customized to your needs. 

To learn more, visit Code of Support Foundation or PATRIOTlink.  additional information, email patriotlinksup-

port@codeofsupport.org. 

 

https://www.blogs.va.gov/VAntage/wp-content/uploads/2020/02/patriotlink-graphic.png
https://www.blogs.va.gov/VAntage/wp-content/uploads/2020/02/patriotlink-graphic.png
https://www.blogs.va.gov/VAntage/wp-content/uploads/2020/02/patriotlink-graphic.png
http://www.patriotlink.org/
https://www.codeofsupport.org/
https://www.patriotlink.org/
mailto:patriotlinksupport@codeofsupport.org
mailto:patriotlinksupport@codeofsupport.org
https://www.blogs.va.gov/VAntage/wp-content/uploads/2020/02/patriotlink-graphic.png


 





2020 



Please SUPPORT  &  FOLLOW NEWS from some of our SUPPORTERS & FRIENDS WEBSITES: 

Contra Costa  County Veterans Service Office - Call the County VSO Office for Assistance - call 925 / 313-1481 for Appt. 
All Wars Memorial and obtaining AWM Pavers at Oak Hill Park - visit:   www.AllWarsMemorial.org  
Marines Memorial Association / Hotel / Club in SF - Visit their website at:  www.MarineClub.com 

Sentinels of Freedom Scholarship Foundation - visit:  www.SentinelsofFreedom.org 
Wheelchair Foundation & Wine for Wheels - Support our those in need of mobility - Visit:  www.WineforWheels.org  
Blue Star Moms #101 website:  www.bluestarmoms.org  &  Blue Star Moms #20 website: www.ccbluestarmoms.org 

VNVDV website to see more about the Vietnam Veterans of Diablo Valley  at:  www.VNVDV.org 
 

VISIT THE WEBSITE for the VETERANS MEMORIAL BUILDING  at: www.VMBSRV.org 
 

SUPPORT OUR BLUE STAR MOMS “DROP-OFF” LOCATIONS 

Oak Hill Park Memorial Expands 

The New Paver Section with 600 Pavers 

Do you have an AWM Paver? Don't wait - 

Honor a veteran, friend, neighbor, family member 

or patriot with a special AWM Paver Tribute!   

1st ENGRAVING COMPLETED—Hopefully 1 in May!   
Custom Engraving is performed Spring & Fall. 
Take time to visit the AWM - then the website 
for an application form. Order your AWM Paver 

www.AllWarsMemorial.org  
Questions?  See link on AWM Website 

Thanks to Procurement Director John “T.J.” Trujillo for his monthly display of 

VNVDV Hats and Shirts. Order your VNVDV NAME TAGS contact “T.J.”  

For all 

your 

VNVDV 

Shirts and 

Hats team 

with TJ 

and Pow-

er Stitch      181 Hartz Ave. 

We Thank David Behring & the Wheel 
Chair Foundation for the support of 
VNVDV & our three amazing wheel 
chair distribution trips to Vietnam.  

POWER STITCH MOVED TO 3195 DANVILLE 

BLVD, ALAMO  -  925-362-3477 



Because You Chose To  Proudly Serve 

Oakmont Memorial Park Cemetery in Lafayette is offering 

major financial assistance to all Veterans and Veteran Spous-

es on both Traditional and Cremation Property. 

Pre-Planning Lifts the Burdens Off Your Loved Ones 

Contact: Thomas Corbett, Vet-

eran Liaison Officer, LIC# 44629
(925) 935-3311, (925) 216-4785 

TCOAK8@gmail.com 

Watch live every 2nd Monday at 7 pm on CCTV 
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