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VIRTUAL MEETING DECEMBER 

3RD WILL BE THE RECOGNITION 

MEETING TO HONOR THOSE WHO 

SERVE OUR ORGANIZATION 

TO VIEW CEREMONY www.SaveMountDiablo.org 

December letter, my second Decem-

ber, last and 24th letter of my tenure 

as your President.  The past 24 

months have seemed long and 

short.  I think COVID-19 had a lot to 

do with it.  The first year was full of 

our well-established activities with 

successes due mainly to our mem-

bership and supporters.  The second 

year (the COVID-19 year) was and is 

another story.  As veterans we em-

braced the situation with the Warrior 

Ethos and did what was expected.  

We placed the mission first, didn’t 

accept defeat, improvised and over-

came.  Thank you for your support. 
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VETERNS DAY 2020 CEREMONY 

WAS HELD AT THE VMB IN DAN-

VILLE   -  VETERAN SERVICE ORGAI-

ZATIONS, BLUE STAR MOMS AND 

DANVILLE COUNCIL REPRESENTA-

TIVES HONORED VETERANS 

NOTE THE DECORATIONS ON THE 

VMB PREPARED BY THE VMB LHCC 

COMMITTEE 

The biggest challenge now is how do we have our 

annual Christmas Dinner Gala to recognize and 

honor the amazing efforts of those individuals and 

groups that contributed to the success of the Viet 

Nam Veterans of Diablo Valley the last couple of 

years.  The Board is still in the midst of finalizing 

the details. It will be virtual with a few surprises.  

You will not want to miss it.  Get up to speed using 

Zoom.  Perhaps some can gather in small groups 

(exercising appropriate COVID-19 precautions) as 

some have during our regular meeting Zoom meet-

ings this year. 

 

We will recognize recipients of the Gary Villalba 

2020 Dedicated Service Award, Veteran of the 

Year, Volunteer of the Year, as well as Special 

Recognitions.  The VNVDV has already presented 

a Special Recognition to Mike “Hoff” Hoffschneider 

at the Contra Costa County Board of Supervisors 

Veterans Day to honor and thank him for his al-

most 40 years of service to veterans and his coun-

try on his retirement. 

 

I think I have exceeded the newsletter’s limits for 

this Message.  So, in signing off, thanks for your 

support these last two years.  Merry Christmas, 

Happy Holidays and here’s to a safer and healthier 

2021. 



VNVDV DECEMBER EVENTS THAT ARE COVID 

RESTRICTED 

 

 

NOV 5, 2020 VNVDV 

MONTHLY 

MEETING (VIRTUAL) 

PHOTOS 

 

 

OPERATION SANTA 

CLAUS (PHOTOS FROM 

PAST YEARS) 

CONCORD VET CENTER 

CHRISTMAS PARTY 

(PHOTOS FROM PAST 

YEARS) 



Thanks to November Virtual Speaker Bill Hodges 

 

Bill Hodges discussed his involvement with the Potomac 

Association for twenty years. The Potomac is known to 

many and Bill provided a history of the Potomac and what 

was required to restore the ship to operational status. 

CASUALTIES: 
  
The first man to die in Vietnam was James Davis, in 1958. He was with the 509th Radio Research Station. 
Davis Station in Saigon was named for him. 
Hostile deaths: 47,378 

Non-hostile deaths: 10,800 

Total: 58,202 (Includes men formerly classified as MIA and Mayaguez casualties). Men who have subse-
quently died of wounds account for the changing total. 
8 nurses died - 1 was KIA. 
61% of the men killed were 21 or younger. 
11,465 of those killed were younger than 20 years old. 
Of those killed, 17,539 were married. 
Average age of men killed: 23.1 years 

Total Deaths: 23.11 years 

Enlisted: 50,274; 22.37 years 

Officers: 6,598; 28.43 years 

Warrants: 1,276; 24.73 years 

E1: 525; 20.34 years 

11B MOS: 18,465; 22.55 years 

Five men killed in Vietnam were only 16 years old. 
The oldest man killed was 62 years old. 
Highest state death rate: West Virginia - 84.1% (national average 58.9% for every 100,000 males in 1970). 
Wounded: 303,704 - 153,329 hospitalized + 150,375 injured requiring no hospital care. 
Severely! disabled: 75,000, - 23,214: 100% disabled; 5,283 lost limbs; 1,081 sustained multiple amputations. 
Amputation or crippling wounds to the lower extremities were 300% higher than in WWII and 70% higher 
than Korea. 
Multiple amputations occurred at the rate of 18.4% compared to 5.7% in WWII. 
Missing in Action: 2,338 

POWs: 766 (114 died in captivity) 
As of January 15, 2004, there are 1,875 Americans still unaccounted for from the Vietnam War.  



New E-Mail:  HSReese@att.net 

THE BLUE STAR MOMS, CHAPTER 20 AND CHAPTER 101 

HAVE DEVELOPED A PROGRAM TO HONOR FALLEN VETER-

ANS. MEMORIALS HAVE BEEN PREPARED TO BE LOCATED 

AT THE HIGH SCHOOL OF THE VETERAN. EACH MEMORIAL 

IS DEDICATED WITH A CEREMONY THAT PERMITS THE 

COMMUNITY TO JOIN WITH FAMILY MEMBERS IN RECOG-

NITION OF THEIR LOSS. VNVDV SUPPORT THIS PROGRAM 

AND ALL MEMBERS ARE ENCOURAGED TO ATTEND. 

THE MEMORIAL DEDICATION FOR SSG DANIEL SCHEILE 

AND SGT JOHN ARAGON SCHEDULED FOR APRIL 4TH AT 

ANTIOCH HS HAS BEEN CANCELLED. NOTIFICATION OF 

THE RESCHEDULE DATE WILL BE IN THE NEWSLETTER. 

VNVDV Member DECEMBER Birthdays 

  Harry Stonelake Navy  Chelle Clements Army    

  Floyd Cox    Army  Mike McDaniel  USMC 

  David Koury  Navy  Patrick Pralle  Navy  

  Gene Cota    Air Force Ron Lowe   Army 

  Cliff DeCuir  Army  Bill LaVigne  Army 

   James Taylor   Army  Lawrence Tehero Air Force 

   Kelly McHugh  Navy  Steve Telles   Navy 



Free Entrance to National 
Parks for Veterans and 
Gold Star Families 
 

The National Park Service in partnership with Operation Live 
Well would like to thank military personnel and their families 
for their service and invite them to enjoy their national parks. 
Beginning on Veterans Day, November 11, 2020, Gold Star 
Families and U.S. military veterans receive free access to 
more than 2,000 federal recreation areas, including national 
parks, wildlife refuges and forests. The free access program 
is a way to thank America’s veterans and Gold Star families 
for their support of our country and to encourage them to ex-
plore recreational opportunities on their public lands and wa-
ters. 
Free access is for the veteran or the holder of the Gold Star 

Family voucher as well as travelling companions who are 

occupants of a single, private non-commercial vehicle OR 

the veteran or voucher-holder and three persons (16 and 

older) where per person fees are charged. The voucher is 

non-transferrable and void if altered. 

 

Who is eligible to gain free entrance 
as a veteran? 
For purposes of this program, a veteran is identified as an 
individual who has served in the U.S. Armed Forces, includ-
ing the National Guard and Reserves, and is able to present 
one of the following forms of identification when entering a 
national park: 

• Department of Defense Identification Card (CAC Card) 

• Veteran Health Identification Card (VHIC) 

• Veteran ID Card 
Veterans designation on a state-issued U.S. driver’s license 
or identification card 
 

The National Park Service in partnership with Operation Live 
Well would like to thank military personnel and their families 
for their service and invite them to enjoy their national parks. 

ALAMEDA COUNTY TOYS FOR 

TOTS ORGANIZED A DRIVE-BY IN 

HONOR OF MICKEY GANITCH CEL-

EBRATING HIS 101ST BIRTHDAY. 

MICKEY HAS BEEN A SPEAKER AT 

VNVDV AND THE WALK OF HONOR 



You may be eligible for this study if:

You are a relative or friend who cares for a veteran. 

This research study involves filling out questionnaires and 

participating in a 1 hour telephone interview. We will ask about 

your experiences using home and community resources for 

veterans and their caregivers, and get feedback to improve VA 

resources. 

You will be compensated up to $50 for your time.

Participant’s rights questions, contact: 1-866-680-2906.

Contact: Rashmi Risbud

650-614-9997 x 23434 

VHAPALCaregiverCoE@va.gov

VA Palo Alto Health Care System Research/Partnership with 

Sentinels of Freedom 

Understanding Gaps in Home-based 

Services from Informal Caregivers



Good afternoon, Northern California Veterans. Below are several steps we've taken to ensure your access to 
VA health care is as smooth as possible during the COVID-19 pandemic. 

VEText 

Beginning this Friday, June 26, VA NorCal will implement a new check-in procedure using VEText. This new 
feature allows Veterans with scheduled appointments to notify their care team when they arrive at the facility 
for further instruction (to use this feature, Veterans must have a text-capable cell phone number on file with 
us; contact your care team if you're unsure). 

The process is simple! 
Once you arrive on campus, text “HERE” to 53079 to alert your care team you're at the facility an 

waiting to be called to your appointment. 
You will receive a text acknowledging your check-in status. 
When your care team is ready for you, you will receive a text instructing you to proceed to your ap-

pointment. 

The Sacramento VA Medical Center in Mather now of-

fers drive-up, elective COVID-19 testing to Veterans reg-

istered as VA patients from 9 a.m. - noon each Tuesday 

and Thursday. Other VA NorCal sites also offer COVID-

19 tests to Veterans inside their clinics, with plans to es-

tablish drive-up testing in the near future.  

Fast-Track Screening 

To speed up the COVID-19 screening process for VA NorCal 
Veteran patients and staff, we have created a QR code to help 
you fast-track your way through our screening stations. Just 
scan the QR code with a smartphone before leaving home, an-
swer several questions about possible COVID-19 symptoms, 
and show your phone’s green screen to our screeners when 
you arrive. No more waiting as you answer same questions at 
each and every appointment - show the green screen, get your 
wristband, and move on with your VA day! 

Appointment Arrival and Departure 
To discourage foot traffic and reduce risk of COVID-19 exposure at our sites, VA NorCal is asking all pa-
tients to arrive no earlier than 30 min. prior to your appointment and to leave as soon as possible after your 
appointment is complete. We appreciate your cooperation.   

CONTACT JONATHANROBBINS@HOTMAIL.COM  

TO RECEIVE ACTUAL E-MAIL FOR THE TESTING 



 

Veterans: Call before visiting your VA facility 

Medical appointments possible at home via VA Video Connect 

 
Got a fever, cold, cough or flu-like symptoms? Are you worried that you have a viral illness? 
 The last thing you want to do is get out of the house to see the doctor, exposing yourself (and others) to more 
potential bugs and viruses. 
 
VA can make it easier and safer to get back to health with virtual care through My HealtheVet and the VA 
Video Connect app on your smartphone, tablet or computer. 
 
What is virtual care? Virtual care means you can contact your VA provider (and health care team) through 
secure messaging or receive treatment by telephone or video. Last year, Veterans had over 20 million virtual 
engagements with VA. 
 
Any Veteran who qualifies to receive VA care and lives in the U.S. is eligible to use virtual care. 
 

 
Long Description 
 
Staying home – easier for you, safer for the community. 
Virtual care is personalized and can connect you with your providers more effectively than ever. Ask your 
health care team if virtual care can help meet some of your health care needs. Options include in-home health 
monitoring with tailored technologies, connection to specialists, or even remote scans and data. 
 
Cold and flu care made easy 
 
Virtual care is safe and effective. Imagine the benefits to you and to your fellow Veterans if you don’t have the 
hassle of going to the hospital or clinic with a with a cold, flu or other viral illness. You can stay at home and 
avoid battling for a parking spot and spending time in a waiting room. Most importantly, you won’t put other 
Veterans at risk of a highly contagious illness. Staying home can be easier for you AND safer for the community 
by helping contain the spread of infectious diseases. 
 
You probably already know My HealtheVet is a great way to manage your care – with online Rx Refills, VA 
Appointments, and your labs and tests, radiology reports, and images. 
 
With secure messaging and video appointments, reaching your providers while at home can be easy, too. 
While not for use in emergencies, a secure and private session begins with a simple request with a Secure 
Message for a video appointment. Sign in and request one next time you need to see your doctor or other 
providers. 
 
Your health care team can also set up an in-person appointment, if needed. Call your VA health center if you 
have symptoms. 
 
For more information, visit: 
VA Video Connect (allows you to test your equipment compatibility) 
Reach Your VA Care Team Over Live Video (YouTube) 
VA Telehealth Services 



 

Veterans can search free resources through Code 

of Support’s  PATRIOTlink 

Find vetted, direct, c

ost-free services 
 
Code of Support’s PATRIOTlink® platform is a free online resource database that includes thousands of programs tailored to 

the military and Veteran community. 

Through PATRIOTlink, users can search vetted, direct, cost-free services specific to their needs. PATRIOTlink was recently rede-

signed to make it even easier to use. Now, users can complete searches by entering less information and they can view events and 

job opportunities in their area through a news feed feature. 

Working together, a partnership with VA 

With over 40,000 Veteran Service Organizations offering resources, both VA and Code of Support recognize that collaboration is a 

key to ensuring military and Veteran families find the right help. This partnership between Code of Support formally started in De-

cember 2018 when VA’s Veterans Experience Office signed a Memorandum of Understanding with Code of Support. 

Through its ongoing collaboration with VA, Code of Support’s PATRIOTlink database includes a list of VA resources along with pro-

gram information for each resource. Listed resources include suicide prevention coordinators, Vet Centers, domiciliary units, and 

caregiver support services. Including these resources in PATRIOTlink makes it easier and more efficient for Veterans to access VA 

resources, which improves outcomes. The VA collaboration also ensures that awareness of available resources extends to more 

suicide prevention coordinators and caregivers across the nation. 

 

Long Description 

 
Together, VA and Code of Support hope to improve the access to and navigation of resources in local communities to best serve 

Veterans, families, caregivers and survivors. Code of Support provides case coordination, education and engagement, and a navi-

gation platform that allows service providers to reduce the amount of time it takes to find resources to meet their client ’s needs. VA 

cannot do it alone, and partnerships like Code of Support help to augment and supplement VA services and benefits where needed. 

VA is providing Code of Support the most up to date resource and contact information to access and navigate VA services and ben-

efits that includes caregiver support services, suicide prevention and homeless coordinators, Vet Centers and domiciliary units. One 

of VA’s goals is to ensure that access to services and benefits is easy, efficient, and creates positive experiences in receiving care 

and support where they live. 

Veterans and their families should not have to struggle with finding resources and services, so VA encourages Veterans and their 

families to use the free services from partners like the Code of Support Foundation for easier access and navigation support. 

How do I join? 

To get started, simply login at www.patriotlink.org, enter a few keywords or select a service 

need, and filter the results by your specific eligibility criteria. You can then see a list of unique 

resources customized to your needs. 

To learn more, visit Code of Support Foundation or PATRIOTlink.  additional information, email patriotlinksup-

port@codeofsupport.org. 

 

https://www.blogs.va.gov/VAntage/wp-content/uploads/2020/02/patriotlink-graphic.png
https://www.blogs.va.gov/VAntage/wp-content/uploads/2020/02/patriotlink-graphic.png
https://www.blogs.va.gov/VAntage/wp-content/uploads/2020/02/patriotlink-graphic.png
http://www.patriotlink.org/
https://www.codeofsupport.org/
https://www.patriotlink.org/
mailto:patriotlinksupport@codeofsupport.org
mailto:patriotlinksupport@codeofsupport.org
https://www.blogs.va.gov/VAntage/wp-content/uploads/2020/02/patriotlink-graphic.png






2020 



Please SUPPORT  &  FOLLOW NEWS from some of our SUPPORTERS & FRIENDS WEBSITES: 

Contra Costa  County Veterans Service Office - Call the County VSO Office for Assistance - call 925 / 313-1481 for Appt. 
All Wars Memorial and obtaining AWM Pavers at Oak Hill Park - visit:   www.AllWarsMemorial.org  
Marines Memorial Association / Hotel / Club in SF - Visit their website at:  www.MarineClub.com 

Sentinels of Freedom Scholarship Foundation - visit:  www.SentinelsofFreedom.org 
Wheelchair Foundation & Wine for Wheels - Support our those in need of mobility - Visit:  www.WineforWheels.org  
Blue Star Moms #101 website:  www.bluestarmoms.org  &  Blue Star Moms #20 website: www.ccbluestarmoms.org 

VNVDV website to see more about the Vietnam Veterans of Diablo Valley  at:  www.VNVDV.org 
 

VISIT THE WEBSITE for the VETERANS MEMORIAL BUILDING  at: www.VMBSRV.org 
 

SUPPORT OUR BLUE STAR MOMS “DROP-OFF” LOCATIONS 

Oak Hill Park Memorial Expands 

The New Paver Section with 600 Pavers 

Do you have an AWM Paver? Don't wait - 

Honor a veteran, friend, neighbor, family member 

or patriot with a special AWM Paver Tribute!   

1st ENGRAVING COMPLETED—Hopefully 1 in May!   
Custom Engraving is performed Spring & Fall. 
Take time to visit the AWM - then the website 
for an application form. Order your AWM Paver 

www.AllWarsMemorial.org  
Questions?  See link on AWM Website 

Thanks to Procurement Director John “T.J.” Trujillo for his monthly display of 

VNVDV Hats and Shirts. Order your VNVDV NAME TAGS contact “T.J.”  

For all 

your 

VNVDV 

Shirts and 

Hats team 

with TJ 

and Pow-

er Stitch      181 Hartz Ave. 

We Thank David Behring & the Wheel 
Chair Foundation for the support of 
VNVDV & our three amazing wheel 
chair distribution trips to Vietnam.  

POWER STITCH MOVED TO 3195 DANVILLE 

BLVD, ALAMO  -  925-362-3477 



Because You Chose To  Proudly Serve 

Oakmont Memorial Park Cemetery in Lafayette is offering 

major financial assistance to all Veterans and Veteran Spous-

es on both Traditional and Cremation Property. 

Pre-Planning Lifts the Burdens Off Your Loved Ones 

Contact: Thomas Corbett, Vet-

eran Liaison Officer, LIC# 44629
(925) 935-3311, (925) 216-4785 

TCOAK8@gmail.com 

Watch live every 2nd Monday at 7 pm on CCTV 
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