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President 

VETERAN ‘s  

SAT  Morning  

Social Coffee… 

Join fellow  

Veterans each Saturday  

8AM until 11AM 

In Danville at the  

Veterans  

Memorial 

Building 

Pastries too! 

OCTOBER 3rd SPEAKER 

GARY ESTRELL A 
Gary will discuss his 

experiences while 
serving in Vietnam 
with the 2nd BN of 

the 9th Marines and 
his visit at Oak Knoll 

Naval Hospital. 

A big Shout Out to 
Phillips 66 - their management & all 

the employees - and especially Aimee 

Henry (with check) and Adrienne 

Ursino  for their generous donation from 

the 11th annual “Walk of Honor” for our 

Veterans Event. VNVDV appreciate the 

tremendous effort by Phillips 66 ena-

bling support of many worthy veteran 

programs.  

September begins, the last third of 2019.  

First, I should say from what I heard I 

missed a really good meeting in August.  

I had planned on attending but had a 

medical procedure that prevented me 

from going.  Some of you may know that 

since April I have been going through 

some medical tests.  Well, it looks like 

the lymphoma I had about 10 years ago 

has either re-emerged or came back.  The 

prognosis is good.  I’ll be going through 

chemo again.  It is a good thing that I 

saved my do-rags from the last go 

around.  The chemo starts in October and 

goes for three rounds.  I’ve been told I 

may not be on my A game until the 

rounds are finished which is forecast for 

about 6 weeks.  I’ve also been told I 

won’t need a Halloween costume and no 

one should take me off their Christmas 

list. 

I will be at the meeting October 3rd and 

will be the Speaker.  I’ll have the oppor-

tunity to share my experiences with the 

2nd Battalion, 9th Marine Regiment in Vi-

etnam. 

As the end of the year approaches, we 

need to recognize that a lot of activities 

still remain and preparations for our crab 

feed begins.  With some of our members  
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making the Wheel Chair Vietnam Trip in a few 

weeks while the rest of us will step forward and 

begin the work needed to make our yearend 

events successful.  We have our annual Christ-

mas meeting and Program, Operation Santa 

Claus, our Board of Directors Elections, and the 

Crab Feed Event that will take up some of our 

“free time” without sacrifice time with our 

grandchildren. 

My message this month is shorter than last 

months, because I think I took up too much 
space in our last newsletter.  Besides, Jon Rob-
bins and John Reese include more detailed infor-
mation about our upcoming events.  All I could 
offer this month is that they both do great jobs 
and you should read every word in the newslet-
ter.  Next month I might add a feature in my 

message similar to a trivia quiz on what ap-
peared in the last newsletter just to check to 

make sure you guys keep on your toes. 

2020 VNVDV Crab Feed  

Sunday - Feb. 2nd  

“Donations Needed” 

For the Feb. 2 

Crab Feed 

there are some 

BIG BOOTS to 

fill. Donations 

don’t fall from 

the sky. Andres Schmidt 

and Ray LaRochelle have 

moved. Their donation in-

put was significant. Jim 

Murphy and Jim Hill need 

everyone’s help to make 

the Auction successful. 

Contact them to discuss 

ways to fill the this void.  

Veterans Day Parade 

Pleasanton  -  Sun. Nov 3 

 

Need volunteers for Flags 

 

Contact Jerry Yahiro 

925 / 683—2541 

Muster 11:00 Veterans 

Bldg. Main Street 

Pleasanton  

Planning Ahead   

December Holiday Dinner 

Reservations Required 

 Annual VNVDV Appreci-

ation/Recognition Dinner 

Gala Thursday - Dec. 5th 







VNVDV 2020 King Pacific Lodge Fishing Trip  
A  VNVDV Fundraiser 

An iconic luxury lodge to stay in while you fish… 

West Sport fishing King Pacific Lodge is a luxury floating lodge, designed in the 

spirit of a modern and efficient fishing lodge; where understated elegance 

meets the wilderness with many quality details and finishing touches catering 

exclusively to 34 guests. See Bill Green - Jerry Yahiro or Mike Slattengren for tickets – 

  

$50/opportunity/ticket - maximum 300 -  opportunities /tickets 

 
For more information on the Lodge go to the King Pacific Lodge website 

Here is the flier with more information 

 

For more information and details on this outstanding fishing opportunity 

visit:    http://kingpacificlodge.com 

 

To donate for opportunities  - Contact VNVDV Treasurer Mike Slattengren  

available at VNVDV Dinner Meeting “Check-In” at Crow Canyon Country Club 

 

Drawing at VNVDV annual 2020 Super Sunday Crab Feed – 02FEB2020 

 

Feb 2th – Sunday at the Veterans Memorial Building of San Ramon Valley in 

the Town of Danville 

Need Not be present to Win 

http://kingpacificlodge.com/
https://vnvdv.org/media/pdf/temp/2018KingPacificLodge-fundraiser.pdf






September Dinner Meeting  -  2019 





 

December 2019 

Dear Business Owner / Community Supporter - 

The Viet Nam Veterans of Diablo Valley (VNVDV) proudly announces their annual charity fund-raiser & 

we respectfully requests your support for this event.  On Sunday, February 2, 2020, we will hold our 17th 

annual Charity Crab Feed, at the newly remodeled Veterans Memorial Building, in Danville, CA. 

The VNVDV are an independent, “grass-roots” -  non-profit / tax-exempt - 501(c)(19), veteran’s 

organization, comprised primarily of Viet Nam combat veterans.  We “proudly continue to serve” our 

community, with your support,  through a variety of programs, projects and events. (Tax ID number below). 

The money raised through our 2020 Charity Crab Feed will support local veteran, active-duty military & 

community-service events and programs that we conduct and proudly support throughout the year.  These 

include: 

➢ The East Bay Stand Down ➢ The Blue Star Moms 

➢ Memorial Day Program at Oak Hill Park ➢ The Sentinels of Freedom 

➢ Danville’s 4th of July Parade ➢ Diablo Valley Flag Brigade 

➢ San Ramon Valley Veteran’s Day Program ➢ All Wars Memorial at Oak Hill Park 

➢ The VNVDV School Speaker’s Bureau ➢ The Wheelchair Foundation 

➢ Operation Welcome Home – Returning Vets 
 

➢ Armed Forces Day  “Walk of Honor” 

➢ Operation Santa Claus / Toys for Tots 
 

➢ Memorials Dedicated to Fallen Service Members 

 

We respectfully request your business support for this event - through a discount on goods purchased for 

this event, “monetary sponsorship” - ticket purchase - donated items or gift cards /certificates for your 

goods & services.  Your donated items will be used in our Silent Auction or Raffle held during the 2020 

Charity Crab Feed, to raise the necessary funds to continue these & many other worthwhile projects for our 

community. 

For more information on the VNVDV, its programs, events, membership, our monthly newsletter, or how 

you can contribute to our Crab Feed, visit our website at www.VNVDV.com - or e-mail us at the address 

below. 

We look forward to you joining us in support of our 2020 “Tribute to our Troops” Charity Crab Feed and 

are grateful for your generosity to our veterans, serving military, and community programs.  Thank you. 

 

 

Gary Estrella - President      

Viet Nam Veterans of Diablo Valley 

Telephone: (925) 693-9552  

E-mail: gamastar6@aol.com 

 
Viet Nam Veterans of Diablo Valley 

P. O.  BOX 2079 - DANVILLE, CA 94526-2079 - E-MAIL: VNVDV1@gmail.com - WEBSITE :   www.VNVDV.com 

Viet Nam Veterans of Diablo Valley is a non-profit veteran’s organization / corporation (EIN 68-0266369) exempt from federal (IRC 501c)  
& state (RTC 23701w) income tax 



 

Date: ___________________________ 

DONATION RECEIPT 

 

To:       ___________________________________________ 

 ___________________________________________ 

The Viet Nam Veterans of Diablo Valley (VNVDV) hereby acknowledges your donation to our annual 

charity fund-raiser. The VNVDV is a non-profit organization and the VNVDV provided no goods or ser-

vices in exchange for your donation. We sincerely thank you for your support of our annual fund raising 

event. 

Your Donation Details         $ - Value 

______________________________________________     _________ 

______________________________________________     _________ 

______________________________________________     _________ 

______________________________________________     _________ 

______________________________________________     _________ 

______________________________________________     _________ 

______________________________________________     _________ 

______________________________________________     _________ 

 

The money raised through our 2020 Charity Crab Feed, will support local veteran, active-duty military & 

community-service programs and events the VNVDV conducts and proudly supports throughout the 

year.  We thank you again for your support of the VNVDV. 

Sincerely, 

 

Coordinator 

Crab Feed Donation Committee 2019   

Viet Nam Veterans of Diablo Valley 
 

 

VNVDV Contact:  President Gary Estrella - Telephone: (925) 963-9552 - E-mail: gamstra6@alo..com 
Viet Nam Veterans of Diablo Valley 

P. O.  BOX 2079 - DANVILLE, CA 94526 - 2079 - E-MAIL: VNVDV1@gmail.com - WEBSITE :   www.VNVDV.com 

Viet Nam Veterans of Diablo Valley is a non-profit veteran’s organization / corporation (EIN 68-0266369) exempt from federal (IRC 501c)  
& state (RTC 23701w) income tax 







New E-Mail:  HSReese@att.net 

VNVDV Member OCTOBER Birthdays 

   

Thanks to the September Speaker Max Smith for his presentation on the 

APOLLO 11  -  EARTH LANDING SYSTEM   

 Jim Murphy  Navy  Jon Robbins   Army 

 James Handlin Army  Bob Sada    Air Force 

 John Reese   Navy  Tim Perry   Navy 

 Jerry Yahiro  Army  Greg Brown   Marine 

 Dennis Marguet Marine   Henry Fanger   Navy 

 Mac McConnico Army  David Behring  Honorary 

 Terry Miller  Army  Pat Leary   Army 

 Less Chakurian Army  Mike Huntsman  Navy 

 Joe Callaway  Army  Bill Chew   Army 

 Juan Kelly  Army  Robert Mitchell  Marine 

 Dave Smith  Air Force  Gary Slattengren  Navy 

 Patti Wernet  Army  Roy Warner   Navy 



Nominations are OPEN for 2020 Officers & Directors - as announced at the September Membership Dinner Meeting & mentioned in the IN-
COMING News.   President Gary Estrella appointed Past President Rich Lambert as Chair of the Recruitment & Nomination Committee for 
2020.   He also appointed Past President Mike Weber to serve as official member of the 2020 committee for the Election of Officers & Direc-
tors for the VNVDV.  Past President Rich Lambert expressed he is looking for a few good men… to serve on the Board in 2020.  The President 
needs a solid team behind him… so all members are encouraged to find out more about these positions from any of these Past Presidents…  
Jerry Yahiro - Mike Weber or Rich Lambert.   The Official Ballots will be distributed at the November 7th dinner meeting with the names 
of those nominated to-date.  You can nominate yourself - or members can nominate other current members in good standing.  Any election 
questions about the “responsibilities” of each office should be directed to any of these three members of the election committee.  Elections/
Voting (turning in your written ballot) will be held at the General Membership Meeting on Thursday - November 7, 2019.  Ballots 
may also be returned by mail to the VNVDV official mailing address.  All “mailed ballots” must be “completed in full” and received no later 
than November 22, 2019 to be counted in the final results.  Election results will be announced by the President & Election Committee at the 
December meeting & announced in the Incoming electronic newsletter. 

The 2020 Election is for the  VNVDV  Officers & Board of Directors positions listed: 

 President 

 Vice-President 

 Treasurer 

 Secretary 

 Director of Public Relations 

 Director of Membership 

 Director of Events 

 Director At Large 

 Director of Information 

 Director of Procurement 

 Director of Speakers 

The Election Committee has received nominations for each position and encourages members to find out about each leadership role and be-
come involved in our Board of Directors meetings.  All positions are OPEN and we encourage members to run for whatever position they de-
sire by notifying the Nomination Selection Committee by e-mail (please copy Election Committee members).  The duties & responsibilities of 
all “Officers & Directors” positions listed above are outlined in our organizational by-laws.  We encourage new members - as well and those 
now with time available - to attend our October Board of Directors meetings this month on the 3rd Thursday of each month at the Danville 
Veteran’s Memorial Building at 1800.  This is a good way to find out what each position is responsible for and gives you a better understand-
ing and background of the organization. All members are welcome to attend any Board meeting.  If you have questions about the positions - 
speak one of the members of the nomination/election committee.  Co-Chairs and Assistants are “appointed” by the President - and are need-
ed in most areas.  This is a great way to learn about the duties - help in a significant way - and keep our organization strong & active in help-
ing fellow veterans - those serving and our community.  Past President Jerry Yahiro noted… “The quality of an organization de-
pends on its current leaders’ and  the members’ willingness to participate in the administration of the organization.”  We en-
courage all members to “strongly consider” becoming more active & involved in “the program of your choice” in our organization.  

President Gary Estrella previously indicated there are many enjoyable positions to serve - making a difference in the direction of this amaz-
ing organization and he strongly encourages all members to consider joining the 2020 team which he promises will be another fun & exciting 

year. Our events & activities are so varied… there is truly something for everybody!  You can make a difference.  Join the team.           







 

Friday, September 19th, Mike 
Weber met with a trucking com-
pany that was able to move our 
EBSD conex boxes (as requested 
by the Pleasanton/Alameda coun-
ty fair board).   
 
Mike is always there to get things 
done. 





Please SUPPORT  &  FOLLOW NEWS from some of our SUPPORTERS & FRIENDS WEBSITES: 

Contra Costa  County Veterans Service Office - Open in Danville every Wednesday - call 925 / 313-1481 for Appt. 
All Wars Memorial and obtaining AWM Pavers at Oak Hill Park - visit:   www.AllWarsMemorial.org  
Marines Memorial Association / Hotel / Club in SF - Visit their website at:  www.MarineClub.com 

Sentinels of Freedom Scholarship Foundation - visit:  www.SentinelsofFreedom.org 
Wheelchair Foundation & Wine for Wheels - Support our those in need of mobility - Visit:  www.WineforWheels.org  
Blue Star Moms #101 website:  www.bluestarmoms.org  &  Blue Star Moms #20 website: www.ccbluestarmoms.org 

VNVDV website to see more about the Vietnam Veterans of Diablo Valley  at:  www.VNVDV.org 
 
 

VISIT THE VMB/SRV’s WEBSITE - for the VETERANS MEMORIAL BUILDING  at: 
www.VMBSRV.org 

We Thank David Behring & Joel Hodge 
for your support of VNVDV & our two 

amazing wheel chair distribution trip to 
Vietnam. 

Oak Hill Park Memorial Expands 

The New Paver Section Opened JAN 2019 

Do you have an AWM Paver? Don't wait - 

Honor a veteran, friend, neighbor, family member 

or patriot with a special AWM Paver Tribute!   

New Walkway of 600+ Pavers to Open $300.   
Custom Engraving is performed Spring & Fall. 
Take time to visit the AWM - then the website 
for an application form. Order your AWM Paver 

www.AllWarsMemorial.org  
Questions?  See link on AWM Website 

Thanks to Procurement Director John “T.J.” Trujillo for his monthly display of 
VNVDV Hats and Shirts. Order your VNVDV NAME TAGS contact “T.J.”  

For all 

your 

VNVDV 

Shirts and 

Hats team 

with TJ 

and Pow-

er Stitch 



Because You Chose To  Proudly Serve 

Oakmont Memorial Park Cemetery in Lafayette is offering 

major financial assistance to all Veterans and Veteran Spous-

es on both Traditional and Cremation Property. 

Pre-Planning Lifts the Burdens Off Your Loved Ones 

Contact: Thomas Corbett, Vet-

eran Liaison Officer, LIC# 44629
(925) 935-3311, (925) 216-4785 

TCOAK8@gmail.com 



                                                                         September 20, 2019 
 
Greetings EBSD Coordinators, Volunteers and Supporters! 
 
I hope this finds all is well with all of you. 
 
This message is to give you an update on what has happened since our last EBSD, held this time last year, 
in 2018, and to share our plans for EBSD going forward.  Yes, there will be an EBSD 2020, our 
17th Stand Down!!! 
 
Before going further, I want to thank all of you for volunteering and serving as coordinators/co-coordinators 
in 2018.  A special THANK YOU to those of you who have been with the East Bay Stand Down (EBSD) over 
many years, especially those who have been with me since its inception in 1999. I think that we all need to 
congratulate ourselves for a job well done! BRAVO ZULU  (to use a US Navy term for “a job well done”). 
 
Going forward, we have some organizational changes for the EBSD Team.  MG Ron Lowe, USA (Ret.) has 
elected to “Retire” and step down as our Executive Director of the Board.  Thank you, Ron, for your years of 
service, not only to our Nation, but to all the other organizations and activities that have supported and ben-
efited so many Veterans. 
 
I will move to the Executive Director / Chairman of the Executive Board position.  Scott Whitacre will take 
my old position, becoming the new Director of EBSD.  Scott, a Marine Veteran (we won’t hold that against 
him…), has been associated with the EBSD since its beginning.  Early on he was our Public Relations con-
tact from AT & T, one of our Major Corporate Sponsors.  Over the years Scott has volunteered in many dif-
ferent areas at EBSD and served as Tent Leader multiple times.  He has been active in many other aspects 
of the Stand Down, as well as recruiting volunteers and arranging for much needed resources at our 
event.  Our Veterans and EBSD will be in good hands under Scott’s leadership.  Please join me in saying: 
“Welcome, Scott and Thank You!!!” 
 
We anticipate there will be some other changes to our EBSD organization in the near future. We will let you 
know of them as soon as we can. 
 
With all of this in mind, please respond back to this email as to whether you wish to return as a Coordinator/
Co-coordinator for EBSD 2020.  Also, please indicate your desire to serve in your previous coordinator posi-
tion, or a new/different area or capacity.  Also, please indicate your willingness to consider/serve in another 
capacity, other than your previous positions, at the EBSD Board’s request, should the need arise to staff all 
positions with some measure of expertise.  Please, get back to us with your response and input no later 
than October 15, 2019, so that we can move forward with staffing.  We would also appreciate your input/
suggestions/recommendations you may have to improve the overall EBSD experience, for all our Veterans 
and Volunteers. 
 
Additionally, Scott will be contacting each Coordinator to formally introduce himself and understand your 
role with more familiarity and how he can help you succeed in providing our veterans with top notch support. 
 
EBSD 2020 will be held in the September time frame, with specific dates yet “To Be Determined” by the Al-
ameda County Fairgrounds, pending space availability at their facility. Community planning meetings will 
begin on Tuesday, February 11, 2020, at 6:00 PM, at the SRV Veterans Memorial Building, 115 East 
Prospect Ave., Danville. Successive meetings will be held on the 2nd Tuesday of the month, at the same 
time, same location, until the event. 
 
Once again, I want to thank all of you for what we accomplished! 
 
Jerry 
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