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Community 

Event  

A Reminder… The  

East Bay’s Largest  

MEMORIAL DAY 

REMEMBER-

ANCE 

Monday - MAY 27  

ALL WARS   

MEMORIAL 

Oak Hill Park 

 3005 Stone Valley 

Road   

(Next to Monte 

Vista High School) 

in the Town of 

Danville 

FREE & OPEN  

to the PUBLIC - 

A FAMILY 

EVENT 

UPCOMING EVENTS: 

Danville 

4th 0f 

July 

Parade 

March with VNVDV to dis-

tribute Flags to the kids 

enjoying this event 

Check with TJ if you need a 

White VNVDV Hat and White 

VNVDV  Short Sleeve Shirt 

MAY SPEAKER 

BART GILBERT 

  will discuss his Vietnam 

tour with the 1st Infantry Di-

vision. Bart’s Army career 

started in the enlisted ranks 

till as a SFC Bart received a 

Commission. Bart served as 

a Captain with the 1st ID and 

continued till he reached the 

rank of Brigadier General and 

was a member of the Army 

Chief of Staff at the Pentagon 

VNVDV JULY MEETING JULY 11TH 

President’s Message May 2019 
 
Well April has come and gone. May 
has a lot of stuff to keep us busy. We 
start off with the Walk of Honor on 
May 18th. There shouldn’t be any 
need to explain the importance of this 
event to any of us Vietnam Veterans. If 
you have not purchased your ticket yet, 
I am sure our Incoming Newsletter has 
all the ways for you to get your ticket, 
which includes a colorful T-Shirt. John 
Reese has worked very hard in getting 
exhibitors and sponsors. Even if you 
don’t care to walk across the Bridge, 
you can still come and enjoy the 
lunch and program. 
 
Sunday May 19th is the Swearing In 
at the Memorial Building for those 
entering the service or the Military 
Academies from our community, host-
ed by American Legion and VFW. We 
have supported this event in the past 
and it has always been one to remem-
ber. Let’s show these young people our 
gratitude and support for their decision 
to answer the call to duty. Attendance 
should be a no brainer. Remember - we 

distribute flags on July 4th meet July 11th 



President’s Message (Continued from Page One) 

Gary Estrella 
President  
PH:  925 / 962-9552 
E:  gamastar6@aol.com 

sfrwalkofhonor.com/register 

WALK of HONOR 

for our Veterans Sponsored by  

PHILLIPS 66 

Armed Forces Day Saturday 

May 18th 

Bridge Walk / BBQ & more in 

Crockett, CA 

Crockett Community Center   

650 Pomona - Crockett 8-1PM 

BBQ Bridge Walk 

A couple of Saturdays ago I attended a public  
WELCOME HOME for a soldier returning 
from his active duty tour. The SWEARING IN 
ceremony is the beginning of a soldier’s career 
and a Welcome Home is the bookend to the ad-
venture of serving one’s country. As all of us 
know the Vietnam Veteran didn’t experience 
what we are doing for our veterans today – the 
reason many us participate in these events. 
 
On Monday, May 27th, we have our annual 

MEMORIAL DAY remembrance. Plans are 

well under way and the event will feature two 

speakers…David Behring of the Wheelchair 

Foundation and Captain Kris Conklin, U.S. 

Army Ranger & Gulf War Veteran. Program 

starts at 10:00 with music.  Members Only 

Family BBQ  & fallen remembrance - in the 

parking lot “after” the program. 

In conclusion I would be remiss in not honoring 
a fallen hero of WWII. U.S. Army Air Corps 
Lieutenant Dick Cole’s passing on Tuesday, 
April 9th, raised barely a ripple of interest. But 
Lt. Cole was a genuine American hero. Today’s 
youth display scant knowledge, interest or pa-
tience with the history of the blood that has been 
shed to raise them to their current sheltered ex-
istence, of which they do much complaining. It 
is men and women of such courage and dedica-
tion to freedom that has assured them that privi-
lege. Lt. Cole was the last surviving member of 
an elite group of 80 Airmen under the command 
of Colonel James Doolittle who, in one of our 
country’s darkest hours, gave it hope that by 
courage and dedication, America and our allies 
would prevail against the axis forces. This small 
band struck the first American offensive blow of 
the war against Japan, shocking that nation and 
its leaders to know that America had just begun 
to fight. Our nation needs more men like Lt. 
Cole. We thank you for your service and I know 
my fellow Vietnam Vets will not forget you. 





Memorial Day Remembrance 

Mon. May 27th 

Oak Hill Park in Danville 

Viet Nam Veterans of Diablo Valley are working with the All Wars 

Memorial Foundation, Town of Danville & fellow VSOs to present 

another successful Memorial Day at Oak Hill Park. 

Plan to join us and attend 

The VNVDV will need VOLUNTEERS to help set-up cammo & chairs beginning 

at 0730 at Oak Hill Park on Monday May 27th prior to the arrival of community 

guests beginning at 10AM for seating.  The Danville Community Band play 

at 10:30 & the Program will start at 11:00.  This year’s one-hour program will 

feature Two Guest Speakers. David Behring and CPT Kris Conklin. David has 

been a member of the All Wars Memorial Foundation since inception and also 

has a wealth of Military History study and travel. Chris is currently assigned to 

the Post Graduate School in Monterey. Please join us at Oak Hill Park/All Wars 

Memorial, next to MVHS on Stone Valley Road. 

This is the largest traditional Memorial Day Remembrance program in the east 

bay & it is Open to the public.  Please invite friends, neighbors & community 

members to take two-hours out of the weekend to honor FALLEN WARRIORS 

whose sacrifice made it possible for us to enjoy the freedom we have. 

We will also need VOLUNTEERS again to assist in taking-down the cammo & 

chairs… and following the clean-up - we will have our annual Members Only 

Family BBQ  & fallen remembrance - in the parking lot “after” the program. 

REMEMBER - all members need to bring “something to share” - a side dish - 

salad or dessert “enough for their family plus extra - to share with members.”  

Everyone is also responsible for “bringing their own”  favorite beverage.  Fur-

nished by the organization:  HOTDOGS - condiments - plates/silver wear/

napkins.  Bring your own chairs or picnic blanket, sun-screen. 



Jerry Yahiro continues to share the travel schedule for the VNVDV’s fall 2019 wheelchair distribu-

tion trip to  Vietnam in conjunction with the Wheelchair Foundation. The itinerary is provided and 

days are specifically provided for the distribution of wheelchairs.  The trip cost is estimated at 

$4,000/person and please note this does not include airfare.  Flights are available from $900-1,000. 

Any VNVDV Members wishing to join this humanitarian trip to Vietnam should send a $1,000.  de-
posit check made out to VNVDV and indicate in the memo that the check is for the Vietnam trip. Cut
-off date is SOON. Please contact Jerry Yahiro (926-683-2541) to reserve a place on this trip. 

October 28th SAIGON - ARRIVAL  

 

October 30th CAN THO - MISSION DAY - SAIGON 

 

October 31st SAIGON - CU CHI - TAY NINH 

November 1st SAIGON – HUE 

November 2nd  HUE - MISSION DAY 

November 3rd  DMZ QUANG TRI - DONG HA 

November 4th, 2019  HUE - CITY TOUR 

November 5th, 2019  HUE – HANOI 

November 6th, 2019  HANOI - MISSION DAY 

November 7th, 2019 HANOI - HA LONG BAY 

 November 8th, 2019  HA LONG BAY – HANOI 

November 9th, 2019 HANOI - DEPARTURE 







Following the “Walk” all registered participants are 

invited to join us for a luncheon ceremony. There will 

also be by the John Swett High School Band & a raffle. 

 

Many local government agencies & veterans service 

organizations will be on hand providing information 

regarding services - programs & benefits for Veterans 

 

100% of all contributions will be divided evenly be-

tween the Viet Nam Veterans of Diablo Valley 

(VNVDV) & the Crockett Community Services Dis-

trict (CCSD).  

The VNVDV is dedicated to present & former mem-

bers of the Armed Forces of the United States, through 

the support of local community activities, which recog-

nize the contributions and sacrifices of Veterans. The 

CCSD is dedicated to the preservation and restoration 

of the Crockett Veterans Memorial Building. 

 

Phillips 66 is proud to be the Lead Sponsor of Ameri-

can Jobs for America's Heroes, a national nonprofit 

campaign coordinated by the Center for America to 

encourage employers to post jobs for 60,000+ unem-

ployed National Guard members. Register 

at: www.CenterforAmerica.org to post jobs at no 

cost. 

Saturday, May 18, 2019 
Armed Forces Day  
8:30-9:30am - Check-in at the Crock-
ett Community Center, 850 Pomona 
Street - Crockett. Transportation  pro-
vided to and from the bridge.  
10:00am - "Walk" begins. 
11:45am - Luncheon Ceremony. 

Walk of Honor  
Honoring the Men & Women  

who Served Our Nation 

The Phillips 66 Refinery and Carbon Plant invite you to join 

with us in honoring and celebrating the service of our military vet-

erans on Saturday, May 18, 2019. The 11th Annual "Walk of 
Honor for our Veterans" will be a short walk across the Alfred 

Zampa Memorial Bridge and back. Last years event was a huge 

success. Over 400 employees, contractors, local residents and vol-
unteers participated in the celebration and together we raised in 

excess of $41,000. We are working hard to surpass last years fund-

raising and attendance milestones, and with your help we are sure 
to succeed! We promise you a fun, exciting and fulfilling day hon-

oring the men and women who have valiantly served our nation. 

VNVDV JULY MEETING JULY 11TH 

VNVDV JULY MEETING JULY 11TH 

http://vnvdv.com/
http://vnvdv.com/
http://www.town.crockett.ca.us/
http://www.town.crockett.ca.us/
http://www.town.crockett.ca.us/index.aspx?NID=899
http://www.centerforamerica.org/
http://www.town.crockett.ca.us/index.aspx?NID=464
http://www.town.crockett.ca.us/index.aspx?NID=464
http://www.phillips66.com/EN/about/our-businesses/refining/Pages/San-Francisco-Refinery.aspx
http://alzampabridge.com/bridge/
http://alzampabridge.com/bridge/


2018 Sentinels of Freedom Gala with Guest of Honor                  

General Paul J. Selva Vice Chairman, Joint Chiefs of Staff  



April Dinner Meeting  -  2019 VNVDV JULY MEETING JULY 11TH 



MEMORIAL DAY REMEMBERANCE 

Monday 10:30 - MAY 27  

ALL WARS   

MEMORIAL 

Oak Hill Park 

 3005 Stone Valley Road, Danville 

 

After visiting the VA  -  Can 

no longer tell her I did not see 

you… also using the ‘I can’t 

hear you’ won’t work either! 



OPERATION WELCOME HOME  HONORED SPC5 

RAYMUNDO RICARDO LARA, U.S. ARMY MILITARY 

POLICE, APRIL 7, 2019  



New E-Mail:  HSReese@att.net 

Thanks to the April Speaker Jim Hill for his presentation on 

Pathfinder history/operations that prepared the way for Infan-

try Unit helicopter insertions while serving with the 25th ID.  

  

 

VNVDV Member May Birthdays 

 

Wednesday, July 3rd vs.  Minnesota Twins 
 
Military Appreciation Night, presented by Chevro-
let, will be held on Wednesday, July 3. A portion of 
each ticket is donated back to Military non-profits. 
Following the game will be a Patriotic Firework 
Show. If we have a group of 15+, we can qualify as 
a group. Ticket prices are $40 each Plaza Level. 

  Bob Moore - Army      Mike Stalcup - Army   Gary Estrella - Marine  

  Norm Mahalich - Marine     Jim Morrill - Navy     Ron Azarcon - Air Force 

  Dennis Stogner  Army     Steve Mick - Navy    Gene Ghio  - Army  

  Esteban Ramirez - Army    Jim Oram - Army     Mark Connors - Air Force  

  Skip George - Army     Shelly Hansen - Navy   Chris Mezzapelle - Air Force 

  Alan Kalin - Army       John Domde - Army    Mike Houston - Air Force 

  John Cahill - Army     Mike Stalcup  -  Army 
REMEMBER 

VNVDV JULY MEETING JULY 11TH 







During the uneven years THE STAND ON THE DELTA 2019 supports 

Veterans – check to see where you can help  

Find out more - Visit:  https://www.deltaveteransgroup.org 



Please SUPPORT  &  FOLLOW NEWS from some of our SUPPORTERS & FRIENDS WEBSITES: 

Contra Costa  County Veterans Service Office - Open in Danville every Wednesday - call 925 / 313-1481 for Appt. 
All Wars Memorial and obtaining AWM Pavers at Oak Hill Park - visit:   www.AllWarsMemorial.org  
Marines Memorial Association / Hotel / Club in SF - Visit their website at:  www.MarineClub.com 

Sentinels of Freedom Scholarship Foundation - visit:  www.SentinelsofFreedom.org 
Wheelchair Foundation & Wine for Wheels - Support our those in need of mobility - Visit:  www.WineforWheels.org  
Blue Star Moms #101 website:  www.bluestarmoms.org  &  Blue Star Moms #20 website: www.ccbluestarmoms.org 

VNVDV website to see more about the Vietnam Veterans of Diablo Valley  at:  www.VNVDV.org 
 
 

VISIT THE VMB/SRV’s WEBSITE - for the VETERANS MEMORIAL BUILDING  at: www.VMBSRV.org 

We Thank David Behring & Joel 
Hodge for your support of 

VNVDV & our two amazing 
wheel chair distribution trip to 

Oak Hill Park Memorial Expands 

The New Paver Section Opened JAN 2019 

Do you have an AWM Paver? Don't wait - 

Honor a veteran, friend, neighbor, family member 

or patriot with a special AWM Paver Tribute!   

New Walkway of 600+ Pavers to Open $300.   
Custom Engraving is performed Spring & Fall. 
Take time to visit the AWM - then the website 
for an application form. Order your AWM Paver 

www.AllWarsMemorial.org  
Questions?  See link on AWM Website 

Thanks to Procurement Director John “T.J.” Trujillo for his monthly display of 
VNVDV Hats and Shirts. Order your VNVDV NAME TAGS contact “T.J.”  

“T.J.” has the new 

VNVDV Coffee Mugs 

that have been pre-

pared for the Viet 

Nam Veterans of Dia-

blo Valley…  Nice! Or-

der your set from TJ 





Contra Costa County Veterans Service Office TV Show 

Watch VETERANS’ VOICES on CCTV Every Month on 3rd Monday 

Veterans’ Voices - our VSO TV Show Airs Live Every 3rd Monday at 7PM. 
 

WATCH every month and call in, text or live chat with the hosts & guests.  Be a part of the conversation and you can 
help other vets who are struggling with the same issue.  New topics every month - 3rd Monday! 

Veterans’ Voices will be broadcast live/online on CCTV every third Monday, from 7:00 p.m. until 8:00 p.m. 
The show is a joint production of the Contra Costa County Veterans Service Office & Contra Costa Television (CCTV.)  It is 
underwritten by a grant from the California Department of Veterans Affairs.  “Veterans’ Voices” airs the third Monday 
every month at 7:00 p.m. on CCTV.  “VETERANS’ VOICES” highlight Veteran programs & events at the end of the show. 
 

CCTV and Veterans’ Voices can be found on Comcast Channel 27, Astound Channel 32 and AT&T U-Verse Channel 99 
throughout Contra Costa County.  If you missed this edition… Catch it and all other prior shows or watch the show live 
online by visiting: http://www.contracostatv.org/veteransvoices.  All previous shows are on-demand 24/7 & If your or-
ganization can help support an episode of Veterans’ Voices - contact Nathan Johnson our County VSO for more info. 
 

If you know non-profit Foundations supporting “education” - “history” - “military issues” - Veterans, or other - please 
advise County Service Officer Nathan Johnson - Funding support is needed to continue these CCTV “Veterans’ Voices 
special monthly TV shows to provide this valuable information for returning veterans & their family members. If you 
have any TV or production skills or are willing to learn - stop by the CCTV studios on the 3rd Monday prior to the live 
broadcasting of Veterans’ Voices… YOU may be able to help or learn to help & reduce production costs of shows. 
 

  Veterans’ Voices provides information on important Veteran Events in the East Bay 

VETERAN’S VOICES PRODUCTION STAFF 

http://www.contracostatv.org/veteransvoices


Because You Chose To  Proudly Serve 

Oakmont Memorial Park Cemetery in Lafayette is offering 

major financial assistance to all Veterans and Veteran Spous-

es on both Traditional and Cremation Property. 

Pre-Planning Lifts the Burdens Off Your Loved Ones 

Contact: Thomas Corbett, Vet-

eran Liaison Officer, LIC# 44629
(925) 935-3311, (925) 216-4785 

TCOAK8@gmail.com 
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