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President’s final Message (Continued on Page Two) 

Gary           

Estrella  

VNVDV 

President 

Members - Supporters 

& Friends: 

We urgently need your personal 

support to obtain Donations for our 

"Super Sunday" -  FEB. 3rd 2019 

event!  Final Countdown… Help us 

Obtain Needed Donations  

All Donations go to Jim Murphy -

bring to meeting & for Tickets con-

tact Treasurer Mike “Slats” Slatten-

gren @ 925 / 837-6238 

Ideas & Donation Letter 

for Merchants provided 

in this edition of the 

Incoming  

JANUARY SPEAKER 

DENNIS 

GIACOVELLI 
 will discuss his 

tour with the  

Brown Water Navy 

in Vietnam as a 

crew member on a 

PBR, Patrol Boat, River. 

THE JAN 

INCOMING 

Featured in 
this edition: 

Crab Feed  Do-
nation Letter -  

Receipt  & 
Idea List in 
this Edition 

Donation Ur-

gently needed 
for Silent Auc-
tion & Super 
Raffle Please 

help & do your 
part!   

THANKS  

Operation 

Santa 

Claus     
Toy Drive 

HUGE  
SUCCESS 
THANKS  

to all      

donors of 

toys and 

gift cards 

Echoing President Bill Greene’s last Presi-
dent’s Message, “Wow!”  December has 
been a busy month.  It going to be a bit 
strange not having Bill as President of the 
VNVDV after three years.  He has done a 
great job and I hope not to disappoint him 
our VNVDV. 
 
 As we saw at our Christmas Meeting, we 
can be very proud and grateful for the things 
we have been able to accomplish in our 
communities.  Our presence and the efforts 
of our veterans clearly show that we contin-
ue to serve.  Like any good soldier, sailor, 
airman or marine we cannot sit back and 
rest on our laurels.  We must forge ahead 
and meet new challenges.  Of course, as 
time catches up with us, forging becomes 
more challenging for some of us.  It doesn’t 
mean we don’t aim as high; it means we 
continue to draw upon our experiences and 
resourcefulness and seize the opportunities 
that come our way. 
 
The biggest challenge before us is our Feb-
ruary 3rd Crab Feed.  Since there is only one 
Meeting, January 3rd, before our Crab Feed, 
there are a lot of details that need your at-
tention.  Tickets are still on sale and seem to 
be going fast.  The January meeting is your 
last chance to buy tickets conveniently.  Af-
ter the meeting adjourns you will have to get 
the tickets from authorized vendors as there 
are no ticket sales at the door.  Authorized 
Ticket Vendors will be announced at the 
January 6th meeting. 



President’s Message (Continued from Page One) 

Gary Estrella 
President  
PH:  925 / 962-9552 
E:  gamaster@aol.com 

2019 Crab Feed Merchant & Business  

Donation Request Letter & Donor Re-

ceipts available at the JAN. Dinner 

Meeting & also included in this issue 

of the 

INCOMING News. Pick-up or copy & 

keep request with you to use for so-

liciting your event merchant dona-

tions.  

A donation idea list of items to 

request + 2019 Crab Feed poster 

for you to copy - use & keep in 

your car to ask local businesses 

you frequent in you neighbor-

hood. It’s easy… just ask  

2018 CRAB FEED is a 

FUNDRAISER 

Have you got your tickets yet?  Crab 

Feed tickets going FAST! Don’t 

be left out… only 160 tickets 

will be sold - all in advance. 

This is the largest VNVDV sponsored fundraiser 

each year & we need all members & supporters 

to dig in & participate to make it a success.  

If every member gets just one contribution 

each, it will ensure a successful event.  

Please do your part! 

 Donation Request letter & receipt are in this newslet-

ter edition with poster & idea list. 

Keep it with you and use them . 

Jim Murphy & Jim Hill are working on and coordi-
nating the donations for the Auction. Your donation 
items are needed early.  If you are dropping off do-
nations at the Veterans Building, you must call and 
coordinate the drop off with them.  Jim Murphy’s 
contact information is 925-858-2618.  Jim Hill is 510
-410-1040. 
 
Our VNVDV 2019 calendar, the calendars of our 
brother and sister VSOs, along with the calendars 
of the various communities in which we live and 
serve provide us with limitless opportunities for ser-
vice.  As your 2019 President I thank you for your 
vote of confidence and together we will continue to 
proudly serve. 
 
Upcoming events and activities: 
 
January 19th Docent Appreciation Brunch 10am, Veter-
ans Building San Ramon Valley 
 
January 26th American Legion Post 246 Crab Feed 1pm, 
Veterans Building San Ramon Valley 
 
February 2nd USCGC ROBERT WARD commissioning  
 
February 16th MCL #942 Crab Feed 5pm, Veterans 
Building San Ramon Valley 
 
February 16th USS Tulsa Commissioning 10:00 a.m. SF, 
CA Pier 30/32 on the Embarcadero 
 
April 13th Sentinels of Freedom Gala 6pm, Blackhawk 
Museum, Danville, California 
 
March 16th St. Patrick’s Dinner 5pm, Veterans Building 
San Ramon Valley 
 
May 18th Armed Forces Day, Walk of Honor Crockett, 
CA 
 
May 19th High School Swearing in Ceremony, Veterans 
Building San Ramon Valley 
 
May 27th VNVDV Memorial Day Observance, Danville 
 
July 4th Independence Day Parade, Danville 
 
August 12th Giannis’ Dinner, San Ramon 
 
These are just some of the things on the calendar.  
To say there are a few things that could keep us 
busy is an understatement. 
 
I am looking forward to the coming year and wish 
everyone a Happy and prosperous New Year. 





JANUARY DINNER MEETING 

SIGN UP FOR THE “SUPER 

SUNDAY” 

FOOTBALL GAME 

TJ WILL HELP YOU PICK YOUR SQUARE 



APPRECIATION DINNER HONORS & RECOGNIZES EAST BAY CON-

TRIBUTORS DEDICATED TO SERVING OUR VETERANS 

Additional Appreciation & Recognition by the VNVDV went to: 

Contra Costa County  Veterans Service Office  -  Blue Star Moms  -  Chapter 20 and 101 

Concord Vet Center -  Diablo Valley Flag Brigade -  AMVETS Huey Display - 

Warriors Watch Riders - all other VMB/SRV Veteran Service Organizations 

Gary Villalba 2018 Dedi-

cated Service Award to 

Mike Slattengren sur-

rounded by VNVDV’s 

Past Recipients 

VETERAN of the YEAR       

ANDERS SCHMIDT 

VOLUNTEER of the YEAR Award   

PATTI KINTZ 

BLUE STAR MOMS 
JOE CALLAWAY WITH GARY VILLALBA 

BLUE STAR MOMS CHAPTER 20 

RECEIVE VNVDV DONATION  

LIFETIME ACHIEVEMENT 

AWARD TO RON LOWE 
NATHAN JOHNSON VSO DIRECTOR       

RECEIVES VNVDV DONATION 

CONCORD VET CENTER AWARD 

TO BILL (SANTA) GREEN 



OVER 125 MEMBERS & GUESTS ATTENDED THE 2018 APPRECIATION 

DINNER & ENJOYED A GREAT DINNER & GALA EVENING 

 THANKS TO SAN RAMON VALLEY 

EMT FOR ASSISTING A MEMBER 



VNVDV  Supported the Concord Vet Center Staff & 
their Annual Holiday Party for Veteran Families 



MARATHON - BLUE STAR MOMS CHAPTER 101  

VNVDV  -  FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH 

Supported & Hosted “OPERATION SANTA CLAUS”  



A reminder to our Members & Dinner Guests: 

 We are a non-profit service organization. 

Therefore - Absolutely NO politics - political discussions or political comments anytime.  Not at our dinner tables or at Anytime 

during our meeting.  Leave it at the door - when you are at a meeting please.  Again, as a non-profit / non-political service or-

ganization & must protect our status & do not want to violate - our by-laws or jeopardize our state & federal status in any  man-

FOR SALE 

ENCAMPMENT COORDINATOR 

Hard-working, but requires frequent pee breaks 
and constant supervision to stay on task.  Used to 
disrespectful insults and daily floggings.  Current 

owners are motivated to sell due to subpoenas, 
restraining orders, parole violations, customer 

outrage and a desire to skip town and duck out on 
anticipated bills. 

For pricing information contact present owners: 

Mike Weber at 867-5309 or Jerry Yahiro at BEechwood 4-5789 

VNVDV PRESIDENT 
BILL GREEN RECEIVES TOWN AWARD OF MERIT 



New E-Mail:  HSReese@att.net 

VNVDV Member January Birthdays 

Ron Allen   Marine Bill Kiper   Navy 

 Alan Perry  Navy    Arthur Gaoiran  Army 

Joseph Roberts Army  Ray La Rochelle Navy 

Bill Hawkins  Army  Rich Lee   Army 

Jerry Carlson Army  Gerald Raver  Army 

Tom Crews  Navy  Carey Battersby Army 

      Tim Sammons Navy  Bill Hawkins  Army 

Rich Lee Army 

Bill Green—Three Years President 

Three Army Victories 



VietNam Veterans of Diablo Valley supported & participated 

in Alamo Cemetery “WREATHS Across America” 



After visiting the VA -Can 

no longer tell her I did not 

see her… also using the ‘I 

VETERANS 

Free Vaccines & Wellness Exams 

 for Your Pets 

ARF's Mobile Clinic visits the Martinez VA & Livermore 

VA on an ongoing basis each month to perform FREE 

wellness exams, give vaccinations, and answer ques-

tions about basic pet wellness for veterans. Cats and 

dogs only   and limit 2 [two] pets per veteran. 

 

Services are provided at NO COST to Veterans present-

ing military ID / VA Health care photo ID. 

 

Dogs Must be on-Leash and under Control at All Times.  

Cats must be in carriers. Wait times may vary; please 

wear comfortable clothes. Water will be provided for 

people and pets. ARF’S Mobile Clinic will be stationed 

in the Parking Lot area.  Clinics always on Fridays. 

MARTINEZ VA 

https://www.arflife.org/

pages/1059/va-mobile-clinic 

Check for 2019 UPDATED INFO 



Please SUPPORT  &  FOLLOW NEWS from some of our SUPPORTERS & FRIENDS WEBSITES: 

Contra Costa  County Veterans Service Office - Open in Danville every Wednesday - call 925 / 313-1481 for Appt. 

All Wars Memorial and obtaining AWM Pavers at Oak Hill Park - visit:   www.AllWarsMemorial.org  

Marines Memorial Association / Hotel / Club in SF - Visit their website at:  www.MarineClub.com 

Sentinels of Freedom Scholarship Foundation - visit:  www.SentinelsofFreedom.org 

Wheelchair Foundation & Wine for Wheels - Support our those in need of mobility - Visit:  www.WineforWheels.org  

Blue Star Moms #101 website:  www.bluestarmoms.org  &  Blue Star Moms #20 website: www.ccbluestarmoms.org 

VNVDV website to see more about the VietNam Veterans of Diablo Valley  at:  www.VNVDV.org 
 

See other website LINKS listed inside this edition of the INCOMING News & on our website. 
 

VISIT THE VMB/SRV’s WEBSITE - for the VETERANS MEMORIAL BUILDING  at: www.VMBSRV.org 

We Thank David Behring & Joel 
Hodge for your support of 

VNVDV & our two amazing 
wheel chair distribution trip to 

Oak Hill Park Memorial Expands 

The New Paver Section Opens JAN 2019 

Do you have an AWM Paver? Don't wait - 

Honor a veteran, friend, neighbor, family member 

or patriot with a special AWM Paver Tribute!   

New Walkway of 600+ Pavers to Open $300.   
Custom Engraving is performed Spring & Fall. 
Take time to visit the AWM - then the website 
for an application form. Order your AWM Paver 

www.AllWarsMemorial.org  
Questions?  See link on AWM Website 

Thanks to Procurement Director John “T.J.” Trujillo for his monthly display of 

VNVDV Hats and Shirts. Order your VNVDV NAME TAGS contact “T.J.”  

“T.J.” has the new 

VNVDV Coffee Mugs 

that have been pre-

pared for the Viet 

Nam Veterans of Dia-

blo Valley…  Nice! Or-

der your set from TJ 





Contra Costa County Veterans Service Office TV Show 

Watch VETERANS’ VOICES on CCTV Every Month on the 3rd Monday 

Veterans’ Voices - our VSO TV Show Airs Live Every 3rd Monday at 7PM. 
 

WATCH every month and call in, text or live chat with the hosts & guests.  Be a part of the conversation and you can 
help other vets who are struggling with the same issue.  New topics every month - 3rd Monday! 

Veterans’ Voices will be broadcast live/online on CCTV every third Monday, from 7:00 p.m. until 8:00 p.m. 
The show is a joint production of the Contra Costa County Veterans Service Office & Contra Costa Television (CCTV.)  It is 
underwritten by a grant from the California Department of Veterans Affairs.  “Veterans’ Voices” airs the third Monday 
every month at 7:00 p.m. on CCTV.  “VETERANS’ VOICES” highlight Veteran programs & events at the end of the show. 
 

CCTV and Veterans’ Voices can be found on Comcast Channel 27, Astound Channel 32 and AT&T U-Verse Channel 99 
throughout Contra Costa County.  If you missed this edition… Catch it and all other prior shows or watch the show live 
online by visiting: http://www.contracostatv.org/veteransvoices.  All previous shows are on-demand 24/7 & If your or-
ganization can help support an episode of Veterans’ Voices - contact Nathan Johnson our County VSO for more info. 
 

If you know non-profit Foundations supporting “education” - “history” - “military issues” - Veterans, or other - please 
advise County Service Officer Nathan Johnson - Funding support is needed to continue these CCTV “Veterans’ Voices 
special monthly TV shows to provide this valuable information for returning veterans & their family members. If you 
have any TV or production skills or are willing to learn - stop by the CCTV studios on the 3rd Monday prior to the live 
broadcasting of Veterans’ Voices… YOU may be able to help or learn to help & reduce production costs of shows. 
 

  Veterans’ Voices provides information on important Veteran Events in the East Bay 

http://www.contracostatv.org/veteransvoices


Because You Chose To  Proudly Serve 

Oakmont Memorial Park Cemetery in Lafayette is offering 

major financial assistance to all Veterans and Veteran Spous-

es on both Traditional and Cremation Property. 

Pre-Planning Lifts the Burdens Off Your Loved Ones 

Contact: Thomas Corbett, Vet-

eran Liaison Officer, LIC# 44629
(925) 935-3311, (925) 216-4785 

TCOAK8@gmail.com 
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 Jim Murphy 

PRESIDENT - 

   Gary Estrella 

VICE  PRESIDENT - 

   Dennis Giacovelli  

TREASURER  

   Mike Slattengren 

SECRETARY 

   Clifford  DeCuir 

MEMBERSHIP  

   Jim Murphy   

DIRECTOR - at - LARGE 

   Steve Burchik 

DIRECTOR  of  
EVENTS 

   Jerry Yahiro   

SPEAKERS BUREAU 

   Mike Martin   

INFORMATION 

   Jon Robbins   

PROCUREMENT 

   John “T. J.”  Trujillo 
  

PUBLIC  RELATIONS 

   John “jgr”  Reese 

WEBSITE                                              
Chelle Clements 

2018 OFFICERS  &  

BOARD MEMBERS 

PAST  PRESIDENTS 

William “Bill” Green 

Ray La Rochelle 

Michael Slattengren 

Jerry Yahiro 

John Estes 

Del  Loewe 

Tim  Hart 

Mike Weber 

Mike McDaniel 

Rich Lambert 

Ron Azarcon 

Bill Picton 

Norm Mahalich 

Established 1991 


