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NOV  Dinner Speakers 
 Keith Hedley and Mark 

Epperson will discuss the 

history of the USS Hornet 

during the Vietnam war. 

President’s Message (Continued on Page Two) 

Operation 

Santa 

Claus     

Toy Drive     
GIFT 

CARDS  
Bring your 

gift cards to 

the NOV  

and/or DEC 

meeting 

ELECTION of OFFICERS & 

DIRECTORS in NOV.  

Ballot in Newsletter 

Holiday Dinner Dec 6th 
Reservations a Must      

Cutoff date Nov 21 

$45 per ticket  -  Pay at Nov or 

Dec meeting or any time prior 

to Dec 6th. Order tickets from 

Mike Slattengren 

(slattengren.vnvdv@gmail.com) 

 SELECT YOUR MEAL when 

making rsvp. Prime Rib, 

Salmon, Veggie              

VNVDV 

Crab Feed  
Donations 

Needed 

Sunday - 

Feb. 4th  

Get your 

Crab Feed 

Tickets 

Now - $45 

NOVEMBER…  WOW - it’s a busy month - so 
let’s try to take it “one day at a time!”  
Thursday - NOV. 1 is our dinner meeting and 
election time for our Officers and Directors. If you 
can’t attend the meeting, the Ballot is in this NOV. 
newsletter. Print the page containing the Ballot. 
Complete the Ballot - print name – sign & update 
phone/email & mail to VNVDV - Box 2079 - Dan-
ville, CA – 94526 to arrive by Nov. 15  
SATURDAY – NOV. 3 from 8 AM - 10 AM – An-
nual Veterans Pancake Breakfast at the Veter-
ans Memorial Building of San Ramon Valley – 
located in The Town of Danville. This annual Vet-
eran recognition breakfast is open to all Military – 
Veterans & immediate family members.  The Pan-
cake Breakfast is Hosted by … American Legion 
Post 246  & our 16th District Assemblywoman 
Catharine Baker.  This is a Veterans Day 
“Salute” to ALL Veterans… RSVP please & join 
us!  See the Veterans Pancake Breakfast “Flyer” 
in this edition for full details.  VMB will host the reg-
ular Saturday Veteran’s Social Coffee from 9 AM 
– 12 Noon 
SUNDAY – NOV. 4 is the Pleasanton Veterans 
Parade. VNVDV will participate with our military 
service colors & Jerry Yahiro will coordinate the 
VNVDV Color Team & other members.  The Color 
Guard of 10-12 is required. Please contact Jerry to 
participate. Muster Sun @ 11:30 at the VMB - 301 
Main St. - Pleasanton. This Parade is ONLY four 
blocks and starts at 1:00. Please join us.  A great 
parade to view for the family. 
WEEKEND – NOV 10-11-12 Veteran’s Day 
Weekend “OPEN HOUSE” at the Veterans Me-
morial Building of San Ramon Valley [VMB] in the 
Town of Danville.  New & exciting exhibits from 
local families will be on display inside & out honor-
ing the 100th Anniversary of the End of World 
War I.  The expanded Museum will also feature 
displays recognizing the 50th anniversary of the 
Tet Offensive in Viet Nam.  A UH-1 Huey Helicop-
ter will be featured to climb aboard for photos!   



President’s Message (Continued from Page One) 

Bill Green 

President 2016 - 2017 - 2018 

PH:  925 / 683 - 3293 

E:  BillGreen@aol.com 

VNVDV’s largest dinner of the year…  Christmas Holiday 

Appreciation & Recognition Dinner Gala - RSVP & Join 

Us for an outstanding evening + our annual TOY drive 

Thursday – DEC. 6th  Social 5 / Sit-Down Dinner 6 PM 

President Bill Green has been busy attending & planning many events, 

although few as important as his year-end personal opportunity to host 

our annual membership & supporter recognition dinner.  Once a 

year, the VNVDV steps back, taking extra time to gather as many mem-

bers & supporters as possible.... Including our spouses, family, friends 

& supporters for our annual Christmas Holiday Dinner on the 1st 

Thursday in December. This is our largest dinner meeting and reserva-

tions in advance are a Must for the Country Club.  Contact Treasurer 

“Slatts” & make your reservations  to join us this year on Dec. 6th. 

Advance Reservations are REQUIRED to enable Crow Canyon Coun-

try Club’s Chef to plan the meal for our gala!. This is our only dinner 

that NEEDS your RSVP in advance.  Please ALL members & guests - 

confirm the number of guests in your party & the required number of 

seats & also include your entrée meal selection for each reservation  

when forwarding your Reservation. All DEC dinner reservations must go 

to VNVDV Treasurer Mike “Slatts” Slattengren at: Slattengren. 

VNVDV@gmail.com or provide this information at the November dinner 

when checking in.  Meal choice/dinner for each seats requested @ $45.  

Choose from:  PRIME RIB  /  SALMON  or  VEGGIE for each meal. 

A jet cockpit from the USS Hornet will be on display to 
“climb aboard” along with military vehicles and a rare 
WW I motorcycle.  Inside the VMB many additional dis-
plays including military Humanitarian missions & Peace 
Time military operations – in addition to many others. 

 

MONDAY – NOV 12  [the Federal Holiday] the Town of 
Danville’s Veterans Service Organizations [VSO] at the 
VMB jointly are presenting the San Ramon Valley Com-
munity Veterans Day Celebration at San Ramon Valley 
High School’s Performing Arts Center – music & video 
at 10:30 and 11 AM official program begins. This year 
will honor all Veterans & highlight Veterans serving on 
military Humanitarian missions & military Peace Time op-
erations. After the SRVHS program there will be a recep-
tion at the VMB in Danville to meet Veterans. This is a 
free program – open to the entire community – help 
share this information & attend! 

 

TUESDAY - NOV 13 the Contra Costa County Board 
of Supervisors salute Veterans and Veteran Service 
Organizations with a Tribute at the Martinez offices. 

Plan to arrive at 10:30 at 621 Pine Street, Martinez. 

 

SATURDAY – NOV. 10 there are two events. The Wal-
nut Creek Elks Lodge #1811 - 1475 Creekside Drive -  
Walnut Creek hosts their annual VETERAN THANK 
YOU DINNER. Doors open at 2:00 PM - Dinner at 4:30 
PM. Reservation required; 925/935-1811. Check the 
Flyer in this Newsletter. 

 

Also on SATURDAY – NOV. 10… If you cannot find 
enough to do the Blue Star Moms join the Diablo Hills 
Golf Course to sponsor “TEE IT UP FOR THE 
TROOPS” inaugural charity golf tournament. See details 
in the flyer. 

 

WEDNESDAY - NOV. 14th - 4:00 PM – the Contra Cos-
ta Blue Star Moms will be dedicating another east bay 
high school Memorial to fallen soldiers.  It is being dedi-
cated at Olympic High School - 2730 Salvio St - Con-
cord. This Memorial is sponsored by Blue Star Moms 
Chapter 20 and represents a continuing mission to honor 
Contra Costa County fallen service members on assign-
ment in Iraq and Afghanistan. 

 

Just after the calendar rolls into the New Year, we have 
our 2019 Crab Feed fundraiser, which I know is not until 
February 3rd.  NOW is the time for REQUESTING DO-
NATIONS.  Event Chair Mike Slattengren has the 2019 
donation request letters & receipts for members to use in 
obtaining donations NOW!  He also has limited event 
Tickets for this “sell-out” fundraiser - obtain yours early & 
notify $ friends $. We need nice donations, so please 
start early and work on this... We need your help. Tickets 
for the Crab Feed and the Christmas dinner party are on 
sale now & available at both the NOV & DEC  dinner 
meetings.  Get yours!  Finally - Let’s remember, Thanks-
giving is the 22nd  & we all have lots to be thankful for!  So, 
I wish all of you a Happy Turkey Day.  I hope to see you 
at the meeting this Thursday - Nov. 1st!  Thanks for your 
Support! 



EVENTS NOT TO MISS NOV. (details in letter) Mark Your Calendar  

Tri-Valley Veterans Day Parade  in Pleasanton  

Sun. -  Nov. 4 -  Muster 11:30 @ VMB 

Need volunteers for Military Service Flags 

Parade starts @ 1 pm in front of VMB 

Contact Jerry Yahiro 

Contra Costa Board of Supervisors 

100th Anniversary Veterans Day Celebration & 

Veteran Appreciation 

Tue  -  Nov. 13th  - 11 AM 

Supervisors Chambers   

Construction—Limited Parking/Contact County VSO 

American Legion & Assembly Member Baker’s 

Veterans Pancake Breakfast  - SAT - Nov. 3 

8 AM  UNTIL 10 AM 

Veterans Memorial Building - DANVILLE 

Veterans Day Observance 

San Ramon Valley Joint VSO   

Mon.  -  Nov.  12  - 10:30  am 

San Ramon Valley HS - Perf. Arts Center 

Veterans Day Weekend 3-Day “OPEN HOUSE” 

Veterans Memorial Building - Town of Danville    

Fri - Nov 10/Sat - Nov 11/Sun -  Nov 12 

 

CENTENNIAL OBSERVANCE PROGRAM - SUN - NOV 11 - 11 AM 
“Bells of Peace” 21 Bell Tolls - See Flyer for Details 

Elk’s Lodge #1811 “Thank You Veterans” Dinner 

Walnut Creek  Lodge -  SAT.  -  Nov 10 

Opens 2 PM  -  Dinner - 4:30PM 

Reservations Required - See flyer for details & Number 

Veterans:  Check the Internet for discounts & free meals or deals on 

Veterans day for Veterans.  Be sure to call ahead & check on any spe-

cial requirements & id required.  Veterans —Thank You for Serving 









Operation Santa Claus: 

Honoring Our Military Men & Women 

The VNVDV’s DEC Holiday Dinner is the time of our Annual 

Toy Drive. Toy donations are great, although to help support 

the VNVDV’s major purchase of new toys to support Operation 

Santa this year it’s requested $20/$25 Gift Cards for Toy 

Stores i.e.  WAL-MART, TARGET, KOHL’S AND ETC. are essential for the 

supply of toys for  Operation Santa Claus.  These GIFT CARDS will be used 

for the bulk purchase of new toys used in conjunction with the ANDEAVOR 

GOLDEN EAGLE REFINERY who generously agreed to continue their support 

of OPERATION SANTA CLAUS for 2018. VNVDV members are asked to partici-

pate by bringing  $20-25 Gift Cards for Toy Stores to the Dec 6th Holiday Din-

ner.  The goal is to facilitate the purchase of toys for both male & female children 

of all ages, especially TEENS!  The toys will be distributed to children of special-

ly invited military families, including U.S. Coast Guard, Gold Star Families, Re-

serve/National Guard families & GWOT families… selected & invited by their 

Command.  Shop now for your gift card!  Remaining Toys will be used for Toys 

for Tots & the Concord Vet Center “Santa Visit” - BRING ALL GIFT CARDS for 

Toys to our NOV 1st meeting or DEC. Holiday Dinner. 

The VNVDV thanks you for your generous donation of toys this year!  Official donation receipts are available. 



Wreaths Across America in conjunction with the Blue Star Moms join 

to lay Christmas wreaths  on the graves of the veterans buried in the 

Alamo Cemetery. December 15th at noon this  annual event 

brings us together to honor those fallen service men and women 

who gave the ultimate for our freedoms. 

Pleasanton 2018 

Veterans Day Pa-

rade Nov 4th - 1 PM.  

Muster in front of the Veter-

ans Memorial Building (VMB) 

-  301 Main St.  - Pleasanton 

Muster at 1130 hrs. (11:30 

AM), advise getting there 

earlier as parking can be lim-

ited the later it gets.     

VNVDV Members Required: 

10 - 12 members to carry 

military service flags & 

VNVDV banner— in blue 

pants & VNVDV white polos 

+ hat 

Contact: Jerry Yahiro, Direc-

tor (925)-683-2541   jya-

hiro@aol.com  HE NEEDS 12 

VOLUNTEERS for MILITARY 

SERVICE COLORS & VNVDV 

BANNER for this roughly four 

to six block parade. It’s short 



October 2018 Dinner Meeting Members & Guests 



New E-Mail:  HSReese@att.net 

Thanks to our October Speaker - Marty De Venuta speaking about 

Air Force Stuff and his wonderful experience at the King Pacific 

Lodge which donated the trip of a life time for the 2018 Crab Feed 

Raffle winner Marty 

VNVDV Member November Birthdays 

 Michael Karl Navy   Michael McClosky Air Force  

 “TJ” Trujillo Army  Lorrie Sammons Navy 

 Tom Holstrom  Navy  Gary Pforr    Army 

 Steve Mazaika Army  Donald Parker  Navy 

 Phil Stage  Army  Slatts Slattengren Navy 

 Kasey Warner Navy  Dave Corozza  Air Force 

 Steve Shirley Army  Charles Gibson  Army  

   Bob Poirier     Navy  Jim Bell    Army 

      Tom Eager Army 

New Members: Ben Nighswonger, Marine, Bud Eckert, Marine 







On Tuesday - November 13th at 11:00AM all Veterans & patriotic community mem-

bers are encouraged to gather in Martinez for the Contra Costa County Board of Su-

pervisors annual  Veteran’s Day Tribute honoring all Veterans.  This special salute is 

again led by our outstanding County Veterans Service Officer Nathan Johnson. Do 

not miss the Contra Costa County Board of Supervisors on Tuesday Nov. 13th - ar-

rive by 10:30AM - limited parking available. We thank our County Board of Supervi-

sors for their support of our Veterans Service Office & our special appreciation to 

Service Officer Nathan Johnson and his outstanding team for their support of all Vet-

erans & their families.  This year the Supervisors will Celebrate the 100TH Anniver-

sary of the signing of the treaty and the end of World War I.  Open to all - Join us! 









A reminder to our Members & Dinner Guests:  We are a non-profit service organization.  Therefore - 
 absolutely NO politics - political discussions or political comments anytime.  Not at our dinner tables 

or at anytime during our meeting. Leave it at the door when you are at a meeting please. Again, we are 
a non-profit / non-political service organization & must protect our status & do not want to violate our 

by-laws or jeopardize our state & federal status in any manner. We appreciate your support. 
Thank You for helping. Veterans fought for Freedom and do practice the privilege of VOTING. 

COUNTY  VETERAN 

SERVICE OFFICER 

in Danville - 400 Hartz 

Ave. Open every Wednes-

day from 10 to 2 for Vet-

erans & family members.  

Schedule a “benefit 

check-up”  - Call our 

County VSO in Martinez:  

925/ 313-1481 





November 14, 2018 





Contra Costa County Veterans Service Office TV Show 

Watch VETERANS’ VOICES on CCTV Every Month on the 3rd Monday 

Veterans’ Voices - our VSO TV Show Airs Live Every 3rd Monday at 7PM. 
 

WATCH every month and call in, text or live chat with the hosts & guests.  Be a part of the conversation and you can 
help other vets who are struggling with the same issue.  New topics every month - 3rd Monday! 

Veterans’ Voices will be broadcast live/online on CCTV every third Monday, from 7:00 p.m. until 8:00 p.m. 
The show is a joint production of the Contra Costa County Veterans Service Office & Contra Costa Television (CCTV.)  It is 
underwritten by a grant from the California Department of Veterans Affairs.  “Veterans’ Voices” airs the third Monday 
every month at 7:00 p.m. on CCTV.  “VETERANS’ VOICES” highlight Veteran programs & events at the end of the show. 
 

CCTV and Veterans’ Voices can be found on Comcast Channel 27, Astound Channel 32 and AT&T U-Verse Channel 99 
throughout Contra Costa County.  If you missed this edition… Catch it and all other prior shows or watch the show live 
online by visiting: http://www.contracostatv.org/veteransvoices.  All previous shows are on-demand 24/7 & If your or-
ganization can help support an episode of Veterans’ Voices - contact Nathan Johnson our County VSO for more info. 
 

If you know non-profit Foundations supporting “education” - “history” - “military issues” - Veterans, or other - please 
advise County Service Officer Nathan Johnson - Funding support is needed to continue these CCTV “Veterans’ Voices 
special monthly TV shows to provide this valuable information for returning veterans & their family members. If you 
have any TV or production skills or are willing to learn - stop by the CCTV studios on the 3rd Monday prior to the live 
broadcasting of Veterans’ Voices… YOU may be able to help or learn to help & reduce production costs of shows. 
 

  Veterans’ Voices provides information on all Veteran Events in the East Bay 

Veterans Voices Staff Volunteers 

Help keep Veterans Voices on the air 

 

http://www.contracostatv.org/veteransvoices


Please SUPPORT  &  FOLLOW NEWS from some of our SUPPORTERS & FRIENDS WEBSITES: 

Contra Costa  County Veterans Service Office - Open in Danville every Wednesday - call 925 / 313-1481 for Appt. 

All Wars Memorial and obtaining AWM Pavers at Oak Hill Park - visit:   www.AllWarsMemorial.org  

Marines Memorial Association / Hotel / Club in SF - Visit their website at:  www.MarineClub.com 

Sentinels of Freedom Scholarship Foundation - visit:  www.SentinelsofFreedom.org 

Wheelchair Foundation & Wine for Wheels - Support our those in need of mobility - Visit:  www.WineforWheels.org  

Blue Star Moms #101 website:  www.bluestarmoms.org  &  Blue Star Moms #20 website: www.ccbluestarmoms.org 

VNVDV website to see more about the VietNam Veterans of Diablo Valley  at:  www.VNVDV.org 
 

See other website LINKS listed inside this edition of the INCOMING News & on our website. 
 

VISIT THE VMB/SRV’s WEBSITE - for the VETERANS MEMORIAL BUILDING  at: www.VMBSRV.org 

We Thank David Behring & 
Joel Hodge for your support 
of VNVDV & Two Wheelchair 
Distribution Trips to Vietnam 

AWM ENGRAVING TWICE A YEAR 

A New Paver Section will be Opening 

this Year… do you have an AWM Paver? 

Don't wait - Honor a veteran, friend, neighbor, 
family member with a Paver Tribute!   

New Walkway of Pavers to Open soon $300.00   
Engraving is performed in the Spring & Fall. 

Take time to visit the AWM website for an ap-
plication form & historical & educational infor-

mation about all wars and the AWM Pavers.  
www.AllWarsMemorial.org  

Thanks to Procurement Director John “T.J.” Trujillo for his monthly display of 
VNVDV Hats and Shirts. Order your VNVDV NAME TAGS contact “T.J.”  

“T.J.” has the new 

VNVDV Coffee Mugs 

that have been pre-

pared for the Viet 

Nam Veterans of Dia-

blo Valley…  Nice! Or-

der your set from TJ 



Because You Chose To  Proudly Serve 

Oakmont Memorial Park Cemetery in Lafayette is offering 

major financial assistance to all Veterans and Veteran Spous-

es on both Traditional and Cremation Property. 

Pre-Planning Lifts the Burdens Off Your Loved Ones 

Contact: Thomas Corbett, Vet-

eran Liaison Officer, LIC# 44629
(925) 935-3311, (925) 216-4785 

TCOAK8@gmail.com 









NOV 2018 

 Jim Murphy 

PRESIDENT - 

   William  “Bill”  Green 

VICE  PRESIDENT - 

   Dennis Giacovelli  

TREASURER  

   Mike Slattengren 

SECRETARY 

   Clifford  DeCuir 

 

MEMBERSHIP  

   Jim Murphy   

DIRECTOR - at - 

LARGE 

   Steve Burchik 

DIRECTOR  of  
EVENTS 

   Jerry Yahiro   

SPEAKERS BUREAU 

   Mike Martin   

INFORMATION 

   Jon Robbins   

PROCUREMENT 

   John “T. J.”  Trujillo 
  

PUBLIC  RELATIONS 

   John “jgr”  Reese 

WEBSITE                                              

Chelle Clements 

2018 OFFICERS  &  

BOARD MEMBERS 


