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Honor Your Hero 

Walk in their Honor 

on Armed Forces Day 

SAT - May 19, 2018 

At the Phillips 66  



Carry a Photo Sign of your 

Veteran or Family Member 

to Honor them.  Sign up 

online or mail Walk Application 

in this edition! 

To the Community  

A Reminder… The  

East Bay’s Largest  

MEMORIAL DAY 

REMEMBRANCE 

is Monday -    

MAY 28  

ALL WARS        

MEMORIAL 

In Oak Hill Park - 

3005 Stone Valley 

Road  (Monte Vista 

High School) in the 

Town of Danville 

FREE & OPEN  

to the PUBLIC - 

A FAMILY EVENT 

May Speaker - Shauna Springer  

Dragon’s Tail:   Long Lasting  

Psychological Impacts of the  

Viet Nam War 

WEDNESDAY 

4th of  JULY 

DANVILLE/

KIWANIS  

PARADE 

PARTICIPATE 

WITH VNVDV 

Greetings to all the VNVDV members & the 

many supporters reading our newsletter. 

May is my busiest month of the year!!!  This 

is due to the two biggest and most important 

program / events happening during the 

month -- The Walk of Honor  for our Vet-

erans - occurs annually on the 3rd Saturday 

in May -  ‘Armed Forces Day.’  This year it’s  

on the 19th of May and we are celebrating 

our 10th Anniversary.  Phillips 66 is the ma-

jor sponsor, hosting the “Walk” in Crocket. -  

It begins with a short morning walk across 

the bridge & back.  After the walk you will re-

turn to the Crocket Community Center for a 

great catered lunch + guest speaker and raf-

fle plus a surprise event that you’ll have to 

come to see.  Your “Walk” shirt +  transpor-

tation to & from the bridge & luncheon is in-

cluded with your $30. registration.  This can 

be done on-line in advance.  I am personally 

encouraging anyone & everyone who can-

not attend to at least Register.  Submit the 

names of the Veterans or Military you would 

like to have honored on Armed Forces Day.  

As mentioned, this is the 10th year we part-

nered & participated in the Walk of Honor 

- and because of the generosity & support of 

Phillips 66, our largest sponsor, the funds 

raised from this event allows the VNVDV to 

help others in the Veteran community as 

much as we do. The VNVDV can never thank 

Phillips 66 enough for their support over the 

past 10 years. Please support this event 

even if you can’t walk.  Sponsorships still 

available for businesses & individuals.   
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Bill 

 “BILL” Green 

President 2016 - 2017 

PH:  925 / 683 - 3293 

E:  BillGreen@aol.com 

WALK of HONOR 

for our Veterans Sponsored by  

PHILLIPS 66 

Armed Forces Day Saturday 

May 19th 

Bridge Walk / BBQ & more in 

Crockett, CA 

Crockett Community Center   

650 Pomona - Crockett 8-1PM 

BBQ Bridge Walk 

REGISTER FOR THE  
WALK OF HONOR 

sfrwalkofhonor.com/register 

As I mentioned May is my busiest month for me - it’s also 

very busy for your VNVDV Board of Directors & many volun-

teers.  The next major event in May is really just a week after 

Armed Forces Day 

Memorial Day  This is the VNVDV's 27th year doing the 

east bay’s largest traditional Memorial Day Remembrance 

Ceremony with the support and participation from the Town of 

Danville - the All Wars Memorial Foundation - the U. S. Ma-

rine Detachment in Concord & the local VSOs. This is my per-

sonal call out to our members to volunteer. We need our able 

bodied to come at 0730 to set-up the shade cammo & chairs 

prior to the event starting at 10:30 AM.  There will be coffee 

and doughnuts as always for working set-up volunteers.  This 

year we are extremely honored to have Gary Villalba our 

former Contra Costa County Veteran Service Officer as our 

featured guest speaker for Memorial Day 2018.  Encourage 

everyone to help pass the word about our program this year 

for maximum attendance.  After the one-hour remembrance 

program - this year will be like last, the All Wars Memorial 

Foundation will have a professional actor playing Teddy 

Roosevelt as part of the education mission of the AWM.  If 

it’s anything like last year -  you don’t want to miss it.  This 

special educational and enjoyable history feature will start 

right after the remembrance program ceremony.  

As in years past - the VNVDV will have a Memorial Day BBQ 

lunch in the corner of the parking lot of the high school for our 

members & families along with program participants & volun-

teers.  Of course this is AFTER our members and volunteers 

have taken down the cammo - removed the chairs and 

cleaned up the program area for our members and helpers.  

I want to stress to all of our members - supporters - patriots & 

others in the community the importance of considering to be-

come a “SPONSOR” for the “Walk of Honor.”  Full details 

are in the newsletter and we really need help in securing 

some additional east bay sponsors.  Thanks for helping.  

Also please note - East Bay Stand Down public community 

planning meetings are held on the 2nd Tuesday of  each 

month at the Veterans Memorial Building of San Ramon Val-

ley - in Danville.  The Meeting starts at 6PM and runs about 1 

& 1/2 hours.  The date of the 2018 EBSD has been modified 

by the Alameda County Fairgrounds, our host to SEPT 13-16  

There are many events that came up at the very last moment 

and they wanted to have them included in our news - so we 

did and this edition is out a few days later than expected.  

Read it carefully it is packed with information important to 

you.  I look forward to seeing on Thursday at our meeting. 



The Phillips 66 Refinery and Carbon Plant invite 
you to join with us in honoring and celebrating the ser-
vice of those serving and those who have served - our 
military veterans on Saturday, May 19, 2018. The 
10th Annual "Walk of Honor for our Veterans" will 
be a short walk across the Alfred Zampa Memorial 
Bridge and back. Last years event was a huge success. 
Over 400 employees, contractors, local residents and vol-
unteers participated in the celebration and together we 
raised in excess of $41,000. We are working hard to sur-
pass last years fundraising and attendance milestones, 
and with your help we are sure to succeed! We promise 
you a fun, exciting and fulfilling day honoring the men 
and women who have valiantly served our nation. 

Walk of Honor  -  Honoring the 
Men and Women who Served Our 

Nation on Armed Forces Day 

Saturday, May 19, 2018  

8:30 - 9:30 AM - Check in at the Crockett 
Community Center, 850 Pomona Street, 
Crockett. Transportation will be provided to 
and from the bridge.  Information Expo open. 
10:00AM - "Walk" begins. 
11:45AM - Luncheon Ceremony. 

Following the “Walk” all registered participants are in-
vited to join us for a luncheon ceremony. There will also 
be by the John Swett High School Band and a raffle. 
 
Many local non-profit  agencies and service organiza-
tions will be on hand providing information regarding 
their services for Veterans and their families. 
 
100% of all contributions will be divided evenly between 
the Viet Nam Veterans of Diablo Valley (VNVDV) 
and the Crockett Community Services District 
(CCSD). Additional Sponsor Opportunities Available. 

The VNVDV is dedicated to present and former mem-
bers of the Armed Forces of the United States, through 
the support of local community activities, which recog-
nize the contributions and sacrifices of Veterans. The 
CCSD is dedicated to the preservation and restoration of 
the Crockett Veterans Memorial Building. 
 
Phillips 66 is proud to be the Lead Sponsor of Ameri-
can Jobs for America's Heroes, a national nonprofit 
campaign coordinated by the Center for America to en-
courage employers to post jobs for 60,000+ unemployed 
National Guard members. Register 
at: www.CenterforAmerica.org to post jobs at no 
cost.  Join us at the “Walk” - Register  Today 

http://www.phillips66.com/EN/about/our-businesses/refining/Pages/San-Francisco-Refinery.aspx
http://alzampabridge.com/bridge/
http://alzampabridge.com/bridge/
http://www.town.crockett.ca.us/index.aspx?NID=464
http://www.town.crockett.ca.us/index.aspx?NID=464
http://vnvdv.com/
http://www.town.crockett.ca.us/
http://www.town.crockett.ca.us/
http://www.town.crockett.ca.us/index.aspx?NID=899
http://www.centerforamerica.org/


This is a total lack of respect & honor for the Veterans 
who are buried on this former Naval Base.  The City 
does not have the funds to care for the much needed 
maintenance. We want the VA Cemetery Administra-
tion to take control of the Mare Island Naval Cemetery 
where three CMOH recipients are buried along with 
over 1,000 graves.  Base closure let this slip through 
the crack and you can see the results… the place is a 
wreck!   
VNVDV & CMOH recipient James “Jim” Taylor has 
signed the petition along with our Board Members. 
However WE NEED YOUR HELP... we encourage 
you to “SIGN" the Petition & also "Share” the infor-
mation & link with others. You are also encouraged to 
contact your elected officials about this serious issue.  

Link:  https://chn.ge/2jqj4HX 



April 2018 Dinner Meeting Members & Guests 

VETERAN SERVICE OFFICER 

at VMB in Danville  

400 Hartz Avenue  every Wednesday 

from 10 to 2 for Veterans & family mem-

bers.  Schedule a “benefit check-up”  

appointment - Call our County Veteran 

Service Office - Martinez:  925/ 313-1481 



ALL SERVICES 
RETIREE SEMINAR 

 
Presented by the Northern California Coast Guard Retiree Council 

Supported by Sea West Coast Guard Federal Credit Union 
 

SATURDAY:   5 May 2018 
 

GRESHAM HALL - COAST GUARD ISLAND, ALAMEDA, CA 
(Military ID Card Required at the Gate) 

 

0730-0800 hrs: REGISTRATION & Continental Breakfast 
0800-1200 hrs: Speakers & Presentations on the following subjects: 

 

Tri-Care and Tri-Care for Life - Retiree Legal Issues 
Fraud and Identity Theft Protection - Space “A” Travel Recent 

Legislation Affecting Military Retirees and more!! 
 

Information Tables from a variety of organizations of interest 
to retirees will be available from 0800-1100hrs. 

 

ALL U.S. Military Services ID Card - and DEERS Update 
Services - will be available by appointment beginning at 

1200 hrs. Call 510-437-2924 for an Appointment 
 

Seminar Reservation is NOT required. Spouses are Welcome! 
 

LUNCH Reservations ARE REQUIRED for the Coast Guard 
Galley after the Seminar. Pay $7.70 at the door w/reservation. 

 

For Lunch Reservations, contact LCDR Art Curtis, USCGR (ret) at: 
awcurtis@comcast.net or Call 415-350-0531 (Leave a message) 

A very special ceremony & monument dedication with Gold Star Moms & 
Families was held on Sunday, April 29th, honoring 23 Contra Costa 
County members of the Armed Forces who have given their lives in de-
fense of our Country since September 11, 2001. Supervisor Andersen 
had the privilege of introducing Senator Steve Glazer & Assemblywom-
an Catharine Baker, who read the names of the fallen, which graced one 
side of the many-sided monument located at the Lafayette Veterans 
Memorial Building. Candace also presented a commemorative certifi-
cate to the Lafayette War Veterans, who sponsored the ceremony & 
worked for many years to create & fund the monument. 
 
For Info contact:  Mike Gilson @ 925 / 766 - 6114 

Lafayette War Veterans  
Dedicate 9/11 Monument 
Honoring 23 Contra Costa 
ServiceMbrs Who Gave All 



2018 Sentinels of Freedom Gala with Guest of 

Honor Vice Admiral Joseph P. Malloy  -  Retired 









About the Virtual Wall Faces 

In an effort to further preserve the legacy of those who sacrificed all in Vietnam, 

VVMF is committed to finding a photo to go with each of the more than 58,000 

names on The Wall. The Wall of Faces allows family and friends to share 

memories, post pictures and connect with each other. 

  
Explore the Virtual Wall of Faces 

If you have a picture of a loved one or fellow veteran whose name is on The 

Wall, please help the Memorial Fund honor these individuals by putting a face 

with a name.  Regardless of whether or not the Memorial Fund has a photo of 

the individual already, we encourage you to submit it anyway.  We are trying to 

collect as many photos of each individual as possible.   

ENSURING THESE FACES ARE NEVER FORGOTTEN 

Contra Costa Fallen Missing Photos - Can You Find The Needed Pictures? 

NAME     DOB HOME OF RECORD APPROX. HIGH SCHOOL YEARS 

Baker, Ronald Ray   1944 Concord   1958-1962 

Casey, Daniel Gene  1948 Concord   1962-1966 

Croke, Robert Stanlye  1945 Walnut Creek  1959-1963 

Laine, Wayne Kevin  1947 Walnut Creek  1961-1965 

Law, Jerald Lee   1949 Pittsburg   1963-1967 

McGinley, Gerald Greydon 1948 Concord   1962-1966 

Morrison, Joe Harold  1943 Richmond   1957-1961 

Noble, Morris Allan  1943 San Pablo   1960-1964 

Pars, David Morris   1947 Concord   1961-1965 

Riggs, Willard Wayne  1948 Pittsburg   1962-1966 

Walke, Thomas Michael  1949 Richmond   1963-1967 

Janna Hoehn 

neverfogotten2014@gmail.com 
Jerry Yahiro has been working with Janna on the Virtual 
Wall Faces Project and Janna will be the keynote speaker 
at this years WALK OF HONOR on May 19th. 

High School 

Yearbooks are a 

potential source 

of photos - some 

may not have 

graduated so any 

year photo will 

work 

http://vvmf.org/wall-of-faces


THE BLACKHAWK CHORUS PRESENTS "COAST TO COAST”  

The 120 voices of the Blackhawk Chorus has two upcoming performances 
of "Coast To Coast", two hours of music loved by all including a medley from 
"Oklahoma", "Georgia On My Mind", "I Left My Heart in San Francisco", 
"Route 66", a toe tapping "Mississippi Mud", "Shenandoah" and many other 
classic songs. The Blackhawk Chorus has performed at Lincoln Center in 
NYC, at the Vatican, at the Queen's Jubilee in London and in seven countries 
throughout Europe. 

The first performance is at  Walnut Creek’s  Lesher Center for the Arts on 
May 19th at 8 PM and this show will be followed by a second performance at 
the Walnut Creek Presbyterian Church (WCPC) on May 20th at 4 PM. All 
proceeds from the performance at WCPC will benefit the Music Education 
Fund of the Chorus and since 2012, this Fund has provided Grants to seven 
local Middle Schools and High Schools in the East Bay totaling over 
$108,000 to support vocal music in our schools. 

Tickets for each performance are $25/adult and $17/children.  For more infor-
mation and to purchase tickets please visit www.blackhawkchorus.com 

http://www.blackhawkchorus.com




SATURDAY Morning Veterans Social Coffee in Danville every week Join fellow Veterans each Satur-

day 9 AM until 12 PM at 

Veterans Memorial Building of San Ramon Valley in Danville 

Join hosts: Hank Glauser - Art Gaskins - Lee Halverson in the Lounge at your 

 Veterans Memorial Building 

Join Us for a few minutes or an hour - Just Drop In - Say Hi! 

SAT  Morning Veter-

ans Social Coffee in 

Danville every week 

Join fellow Veterans 

each Saturday 9 AM 

until 12PM at 

Veterans Memorial 

Building of San Ramon 

Valley in Danville    

Art Gaskin pours cof-

fee for visitors 



OPERATION WELCOME HOME  HONORED 

SPC4 GARRETT MATHEWS, U.S. ARMY 2ND 

BN 22ND INFANTRY ON MARCH 24, 2018 



On  the  following  Fridays  -  





New E-Mail:  HSReese@att.net 

VNVDV Member May Birthdays 

Bob Moore - Army      Mike Stalcup - Army   Gary Estrella - Marine  

Norm Mahalich - Marine  Jim Morrill - Navy     Ron Azarcon - Air Force 

Dennis Stogner  Army     Steve Mick - Navy    Gene Ghio  - Army  

Esteban Ramirez - Army    Jim Oram - Army     Mark Connors - Air Force  

Skip George - Army     Shelly Hansen - Navy   Chris Mezzapelle - Air Force 

Alan Kalin - Army       John Domde - Army    Mike Houston - Air Force 

John Cahill - Army 

Thanks to April Speaker “T.J.” Trujillo for his talk on his Viet Nam Tour with 

the 2nd Battalion of the 7th Cavalry (Garry Owen) 1st Cavalry Division  

T.J.’s Grandfather WWI 



 



Contra Costa County Veterans Service Office 

WATCH VETERANS’ VOICES on CCTV Every Month on the 3rd Monday 

Veterans’ Voices - VSO TV Show Airs Live Every 3rd Monday 7 PM 
 

WATCH every month and call in, text or live chat with the hosts & guests.  Be a part of the conversation and you can 
help other vets who are struggling with the same issue.  New topics every month - 3rd Monday! 

Veterans’ Voices will be broadcast live/online on CCTV every third Monday, from 7:00 p.m. until 8:00 p.m. The show is 
a joint production of the Contra Costa County Veterans Service Office & Contra Costa Television (CCTV.)  It is under-
written by a grant from the California Department of Veterans Affairs.  “Veterans’ Voices” airs the third Monday every 
month at 7:00 p.m. on CCTV.  “VETERANS’ VOICES” highlight Veteran programs & events at the end of the show. 
 

CCTV and Veterans’ Voices can be found on Comcast Channel 27, Astound Channel 32 and AT&T U-Verse Channel 99 
throughout Contra Costa County.  If you missed this edition… Catch it and all other prior shows or watch the show live 
online by visiting: http://www.contracostatv.org/veteransvoices.  All previous shows are on-demand 24/7 & If your or-
ganization can help support an episode of Veterans’ Voices - contact Nathan Johnson our County VSO for more info. 
 

If you know non-profit Foundations supporting “education” - “history” - “military issues” - Veterans, or other - please 
advise County Service Officer Nathan Johnson - Funding support is needed to continue these CCTV “Veterans’ Voices 
special monthly TV shows to provide this valuable information for returning veterans & their family members. If you 
have any TV or production skills or are willing to learn - stop by the CCTV studios on the 3rd Monday prior to the live 
broadcasting of Veterans’ Voices… YOU may be able to help or learn to help & reduce production costs of shows. 
 

  Veterans’ Voices provides information on all Veteran Events in the East Bay 

Veterans Voices Staff Volunteers 

 
East Bay Stand Down September 2018 

Monthly Information Meetings 

http://www.contracostatv.org/veteransvoices


VFW 

POST 75 

TEXAS 

HOLD ‘EM 

TOURNEY 

MAY 12, 

2018 

Veteran Memorial Building 

Trustees and Veteran Building 

Operations  joined to prepare 

breakfast—recognize & honor 

the VMB/SRV Docents who vol-

unteer for a 3-hour period as-

sisting visitors  to our Military 

Library & Museum during the 

week  Monday thru Friday from 

9 AM until 3 PM.  More Docents 

are needed & training is provid-

ed.  Special recognition is given 

to the Docent volunteering the 

most hours 



MEMORIAL DAY -  Annual Remembrance at Oak Hill 
Park - Danville - Gary Villalba, featured Key Note Speaker 

Following official one-Hour Remembrance @ 11 AM 
Special Educational Program with - Teddy Roosevelt 



Please SUPPORT  &  FOLLOW NEWS from some of our SUPPORTERS & FRIENDS WEBSITES: 

Contra Costa  County Veterans Service Office - Open in Danville every Wednesday - call 925 / 313-1481 for Appt. 

All Wars Memorial and obtaining AWM Pavers at Oak Hill Park - visit:   www.AllWarsMemorial.org  

Marines Memorial Association / Hotel / Club in SF - Visit their website at:  www.MarineClub.com 

Sentinels of Freedom Scholarship Foundation - visit:  www.SentinelsofFreedom.org 

Wheelchair Foundation & Wine for Wheels - Support our those in need of mobility - Visit:  www.WineforWheels.org  

Blue Star Moms #101 website:  www.bluestarmoms.org  &  Blue Star Moms #20 website: www.ccbluestarmoms.org 

VNVDV website to see more about the VietNam Veterans of Diablo Valley  at:  www.VNVDV.org 
 

See other website LINKS listed inside this edition of the INCOMING News & on our website. 
 

VISIT THE VMB/SRV’s WEBSITE - for the VETERANS MEMORIAL BUILDING  at: www.VMBSRV.org 

We Thank David Behring & 
Joel Hodge for your support 
of VNVDV & Two Wheelchair 
Distribution Trips to Vietnam 

AWM ENGRAVING TWICE A YEAR 

A New Paver Section will be Opening this 
Year… do you have an AWM Paver? 

Don’t wait - Honor a veteran, friend, neighbor, 
family member with a Paver Tribute!  Only - 

$250.00  until Memorial Day - $300..00   
Engraving is performed in the Spring & Fall. 

Take time to visit the AWM website for a Paver 
order form & historical & educational infor-

mation about all wars.  

www.AllWarsMemorial.org  

Thanks to Procurement Director John “T.J.” Trujillo for his monthly display of 
VNVDV Hats and Shirts. Please contact “T.J.” for all your uniform requirements.  

Contact “T.J.” to ob-

tain one of the FIRST 

EDITION Coffee 

Mugs that have been 

prepared for the Viet 

Nam Veterans of Dia-

blo Valley 



Because You Chose To  Proudly Serve 

Oakmont Memorial Park Cemetery in Lafayette is offering 

major financial assistance to all Veterans and Veteran Spous-

es on both Traditional and Cremation Property. 

Pre-Planning Lifts the Burdens Off Your Loved Ones 

Contact: Thomas Corbett, Vet-

eran Liaison Officer, LIC# 44629
(925) 935-3311, (925) 216-4785 

TCOAK8@gmail.com 

 



MAY 5 AND MAY 12 CONCORD VET CENTER 

1333 WILLOW PASS RD., CONCROD 

JUNE 2 AND JUNE 9  VMB 

400 HARTZ in DANVILLE 
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 Jim Murphy 

PRESIDENT - 

   William  “Bill”  Green 

VICE  PRESIDENT - 

   Dennis Giacovelli  

TREASURER  

   Mike Slattengren 

SECRETARY 

   Clifford  DeCuir 

 

MEMBERSHIP  

   Jim Murphy   

DIRECTOR - at - 

LARGE 

   Steve Burchik 

DIRECTOR  of  
EVENTS 

   Jerry Yahiro   

SPEAKERS BUREAU 

   Mike Martin   

INFORMATION 

   Jon Robbins   

PROCUREMENT 

   John “T. J.”  Trujillo 
  

PUBLIC  RELATIONS 

   John “jgr”  Reese 

WEBSITE                                              

Chelle Clements 

2018 OFFICERS  &  

BOARD MEMBERS 


