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VETERAN ‘s  

SAT  Morning  

Social Coffee… 

Join fellow Veterans 

each Saturday  

8 AM until 12:00 

In Danville at the  
Veterans Memorial 

Building 

of San Ramon Valley 

 

Pastries too! 

June Speaker Dave (AF) Smith  

presenting an overview of his ca-

reer experiences as a member of 

the Air Force One Flight Team 

WEDNESDAY 

4th of  JULY 

DANVILLE/

KIWANIS  

PARADE 
 

VETERANS 
PARTICIPATE 
WITH VNVDV 

Phillips 66 San Francisco 

Refinery & Carbon Plant 

Management & Employees spon-

sored the 2018 - 10th annual WALK 

of HONOR. The VietNam Veterans of 

Diablo Valley THANK Phillips 66 for 

their Sponsorship & special apprecia-

tion goes to Public 

Affairs Manager Paul 

Adler & Aimee Lohr for 

their support of Veter-

ans & local community on 

Armed Forces Day [3rd Sat 

in May annually] in Crockett. 

Greetings - 

This is the end of May and what a 

month it has been. First we had the 

Walk of Honor, the 10
th
 annual,  & the 

best one yet. I could write all day about 

the event but let me just give you the 

highlights. First we cannot give enough 

thanks to Phillips 66 & to Paul Adler & 

Aimee Lohr, plus the entire crew of vol-

unteers that put the Walk together. 

Then we can talk about the singing of 

our National Anthem by Aimee Lore, 

WOW!  What a surprise and what a 

voice!! That’s her Job from now on. 

Then we had our guest speaker with an 

amazing mission - Janna Hoehn from 

Hawaii. Then we saw Ms. Cindi 

Pearce, who wore Lt. Bohlig’s POW/

MIA bracelet, return it to the Lt’s wife.  

Lt. Bohlig, who was from Crockett, was 

declared MIA, body not recovered, Au-

gust 19, 1969, in the South China Sea. 

In Ms. Pearce words -  “It is my great 

honor & privilege to return the bracelet 

to its rightful place, his wife’s wrist.” 

Then John Schafgans sang “God 

Bless America” & I don’t know if there 

was a dry eye in the house. Our thanks 

to all the Exhibitors at the 2018 Walk. 



President’s Message (Continued from Page One) 

 

Bill 

William “BILL” Green 

President 2016 - 2017 - 2018 

PH:  925 / 683 - 3293 

E:  BillGreen@aol.com 

The VNVDV annually purchases over 

10,000 American Flags - made in the USA  
to distribute FREE to children & adults 

along the parade route.  Expected are 

40+ Thousand ‘Cheering’ children & 
community members at the 4th of July 

Parade in Danville. VNVDV Members -  

wear your white polo shirt - see “T.J.”  if 
you need one... & have the best time 

distributing free Flags to a very appre-

ciative crowd!  Note:  We have been requested to 

muster at 0730 at the south end of SRVHS at Love & Rail-

road…  Look for the ‘white’ shirts!  The Parade Kicks-off at 

0900 Hrs. and only takes 30 minutes.  Remember - your 

VNVDV white ball cap - sun screen - water bottle.   Check

-in with Event Director Jerry Yahiro when you arrive for 

details / duties. Parking becomes more difficult 
the later you arrive & street close early. Plan 
accordingly & muster on-time.  This event is 
worth it!   

The VFW hosts a BBQ for ALL Veterans from 
any VSO.  This is at the VMB - right after we 
finish the parade.  Walk back down to the VMB 
and join in the food - drink & friendship before 
leaving downtown. 

President Bill Green hosts a gathering at 1PM 
of VNVDV members & guests participating in 
the parade at the plush - but not overly osten-
tatious Green Estate on Pine Tree Drive in Ala-
mo. All members / guests attending need to 
bring a salad - side dish or desert to share.  

The Parade is one of the most amazing & memorable 
events you - as a Viet Nam veteran can participate… 
It is the “Welcome Home” you may not have re-
ceived!  Mark your calendar & plan to distribute free Flags! 

Then there’s our 27
th
 annual Memorial Day Re-

membrance at Oak Hill Park. Since this was go-
ing to be my last Remembrance as your Presi-
dent, I wanted it to be special and Jerry Yahiro 
put together a program that knocked my socks 
off!  Starting with the outstanding Danville Com-
munity Band - EMCEE Richard Lambert, Gary 
Estrella, who read the Invocation and later the 
remembrance of our local veterans who have 
passed away, a Town’s Welcome by our Mayor 
Newell Arnerich -  Lee Halvorsen leading the 
rifle salute with combined VSO’s VFW Post 75 – 
AL Post 246 – MCL Det 942, Echo Taps played 
by Stephen Maris and Darryl Witibeck, and 
best of all our guest speaker, Gary Villalba 
who’s Memorial Day presentation was so mov-
ing. Gary you NAILED IT.  

 
Lets us remember that this event would not be 
possible without the hard work of all of our vol-
unteers led by Dennis Peterson, who picks up 

& returns the camo cover every year & Slatts - JR 
 - Jon Robbins, - the Town - the Vet Center and 

ALL the rest.  Thank you all, you made it a very 
a “Special Day” Remembering! 
 
During the month Mike Martin & the Speakers 
Bureau spoke to almost 5,000 students from our 
local High Schools. Thanks Mike. 

This month in addition to “Flag Day” - the VA 
Leadership hosting a special “Town Hall” 
meeting on Tuesday - JUN 12 at 5 PM until 7 
PM at VA Martinez. I encourage all members & 
Vets to attend (see flyer). Tell them about Mare 
Island Cemetery & the need for the VA to step 
in and take over this very sad situation. 

Thanks to all for their support of our events in 
May - a busy month! June will slow down a lot. I 
will miss the June dinner meeting... so I asked 
our VP Dennis Giacovelli to take over. I will be 
at our tenth annual Duck Club Retreat we 
sponsor for our GWOT & younger Vets. This 
year we have 21 of them coming and I’ll tell you 
all about it next month because that’s all I have 
time for right now!    Take Care - you have a 
great speaker this month.   





LAFAYETTE VETERANS MEMORIAL CENTER DEDICATES 

A MONUMENT HONORING CONTRA COSTA COUNTY’S 

MILITARY PERSONNEL WHO HAVE LOST THEIR LIVES IN 

SERVICE SINCE 9/11 



May 2018 Dinner Meeting Members & Guests 

VETERAN SERVICE OFFICER 

in Danville - 400 Hartz Ave. Open every 

Wednesday from 10 to 2 for Veterans & 

family members.  Schedule a “benefit 

check-up”  - Call our County VSO in 

Martinez:  925/ 313-1481 



27th Anniversary Memorial Day Remembrance 
Sponsored by Viet Nam Veterans of Diablo Valley 



Thank You to the patriotic community for Honoring their Heroes & Patriots - Engraving all 1,127 All Wars Memorial Pavers in the walkway 



Veteran Service Organizations joined Parents & Families of 

our Military Recruits for the 2018 “Swearing-in Ceremony”  



A reminder - absolutely NO politics - political comments or any political discussions at our dinner tables or meeting.  We are a non-profit service organiza-
tion & must not jeopardize or violate our by-laws or non-profit service organization status with state or federal.  We Thank You for helping. 



New E-Mail:  HSReese@att.net 

VNVDV Member June Birthdays 

Thanks to our May Speaker - Shauna Springer  discussing Drag-

on’s Tail:   Long Lasting Psychological Impacts of the Viet Nam War 

Gordon Dunne  Army  Dave Turner   Navy 

Don Schroeder  Army  Pete Longoria  Marines 

Lee Halverson  Marines Bill Green   Army 

Bobby Dunton  Navy  Phillip Simon  Coast Guard 

Daniel Miranda Army  Saber Zell   Marines 

Ken Jones   Navy  William Hendley Air Force 

Dave Farkas  Navy  Mark Marcum  Army 

 Gordon Dunne Army 



MAY 5 AND MAY 12 CONCORD VET CENTER 

1333 WILLOW PASS RD., CONCORD 

JUNE 2 AND JUNE 9  VMB 

401 HARTZ, DANVILLE 



Contra Costa County Veterans Service Office 

WATCH VETERANS’ VOICES on CCTV Every Month on the 3rd Monday 

Veterans’ Voices - our VSO TV Show Airs Live Every 3rd Monday at 7PM. 
 

WATCH every month and call in, text or live chat with the hosts & guests.  Be a part of the conversation and you can 
help other vets who are struggling with the same issue.  New topics every month - 3rd Monday! 

Veterans’ Voices will be broadcast live/online on CCTV every third Monday, from 7:00 p.m. until 8:00 p.m. The show is 
a joint production of the Contra Costa County Veterans Service Office & Contra Costa Television (CCTV.)  It is under-
written by a grant from the California Department of Veterans Affairs.  “Veterans’ Voices” airs the third Monday every 
month at 7:00 p.m. on CCTV.  “VETERANS’ VOICES” highlight Veteran programs & events at the end of the show. 
 

CCTV and Veterans’ Voices can be found on Comcast Channel 27, Astound Channel 32 and AT&T U-Verse Channel 99 
throughout Contra Costa County.  If you missed this edition… Catch it and all other prior shows or watch the show live 
online by visiting: http://www.contracostatv.org/veteransvoices.  All previous shows are on-demand 24/7 & If your or-
ganization can help support an episode of Veterans’ Voices - contact Nathan Johnson our County VSO for more info. 
 

If you know non-profit Foundations supporting “education” - “history” - “military issues” - Veterans, or other - please 
advise County Service Officer Nathan Johnson - Funding support is needed to continue these CCTV “Veterans’ Voices 
special monthly TV shows to provide this valuable information for returning veterans & their family members. If you 
have any TV or production skills or are willing to learn - stop by the CCTV studios on the 3rd Monday prior to the live 
broadcasting of Veterans’ Voices… YOU may be able to help or learn to help & reduce production costs of shows. 
 

  Veterans’ Voices provides information on all Veteran Events in the East Bay 

Veterans Voices Staff Volunteers 

 
East Bay Stand Down September 2018 

Monthly Information Meetings 

http://www.contracostatv.org/veteransvoices


Please SUPPORT  &  FOLLOW NEWS from some of our SUPPORTERS & FRIENDS WEBSITES: 

Contra Costa  County Veterans Service Office - Open in Danville every Wednesday - call 925 / 313-1481 for Appt. 

All Wars Memorial and obtaining AWM Pavers at Oak Hill Park - visit:   www.AllWarsMemorial.org  

Marines Memorial Association / Hotel / Club in SF - Visit their website at:  www.MarineClub.com 

Sentinels of Freedom Scholarship Foundation - visit:  www.SentinelsofFreedom.org 

Wheelchair Foundation & Wine for Wheels - Support our those in need of mobility - Visit:  www.WineforWheels.org  

Blue Star Moms #101 website:  www.bluestarmoms.org  &  Blue Star Moms #20 website: www.ccbluestarmoms.org 

VNVDV website to see more about the VietNam Veterans of Diablo Valley  at:  www.VNVDV.org 
 

See other website LINKS listed inside this edition of the INCOMING News & on our website. 
 

VISIT THE VMB/SRV’s WEBSITE - for the VETERANS MEMORIAL BUILDING  at: www.VMBSRV.org 

We Thank David Behring & 
Joel Hodge for your support 
of VNVDV & Two Wheelchair 
Distribution Trips to Vietnam 

AWM ENGRAVING TWICE A YEAR 

A New Paver Section will be Opening 

this Year… do you have an AWM Paver? 

Don't wait - Honor a veteran, friend, neighbor, 
family member with a Paver Tribute!  Now - 

$300.00   
Engraving is performed in the Spring & Fall. 
Take time to visit AWM website for a Paver 

order form & historical plus educational infor-
mation about all wars.  Engraving by Bras & 
Mattos Monument www.AllWarsMemorial.org  

Thanks to Procurement Director John “T.J.” Trujillo for his presentation of 
VNVDV Hats and Shirts. Please contact “T.J.” for all your uniform requirements.  

Contact “T.J.” to ob-

tain one of the FIRST 

EDITION Coffee 

Mugs that have been 

prepared for the Viet 

Nam Veterans of Dia-

blo Valley 



Because You Chose To  Proudly Serve 

Oakmont Memorial Park Cemetery in Lafayette is offering 

major financial assistance to all Veterans and Veteran Spous-

es on both Traditional and Cremation Property. 

Pre-Planning Lifts the Burdens Off Your Loved Ones 

Contact: Thomas Corbett, Vet-

eran Liaison Officer, LIC# 44629
(925) 935-3311, (925) 216-4785 

TCOAK8@gmail.com 

 



EMERGENCY / URGENT 

CARE GUIDE 

For VA S/C VETERANS                   







Membership  Recruiter 



Life Membership: $50 payable to VNVDV 
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 Jim Murphy 

PRESIDENT - 

   William  “Bill”  Green 

VICE  PRESIDENT - 

   Dennis Giacovelli  

TREASURER  

   Mike Slattengren 

SECRETARY 

   Clifford  DeCuir 

 

MEMBERSHIP  

   Jim Murphy   

DIRECTOR - at - 

LARGE 

   Steve Burchik 

DIRECTOR  of  
EVENTS 

   Jerry Yahiro   

SPEAKERS BUREAU 

   Mike Martin   

INFORMATION 

   Jon Robbins   

PROCUREMENT 

   John “T. J.”  Trujillo 
  

PUBLIC  RELATIONS 

   John “jgr”  Reese 

WEBSITE                                              

Chelle Clements 

2018 OFFICERS  &  

BOARD MEMBERS 


