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NOTE  TIME 

CHANGE 

VETERAN ‘s  

SAT  Morning  

Social Coffee… 

Join fellow  

Veterans each 

Saturday  

9AM until 

12PM 

In Danville at the  

VMB 

SEPT 7th 

SPEAKER 

Carrie Pepper 
author of Missing 

On Hill 700: How 

Losing a Brother in 

Vietnam Created a 

Family in America 

Please 

Note: 

Nominations 
Open for 
VNVDV  

Officers & 
Board of    

Directors for 
2018 

 
Election at 

Nov Meeting 

9/11 Remembrance…  

a Community Ceremony at 
the All Wars Memorial in 

Danville to re-
member & honor.  
Featured speaker 
Derek McGinnis, 

Navy Corpsman, Veteran, 
Husband & Father of 3. 
The Patriot Day public  

ceremony will take place - 
Monday - Sept 11 - at 5:30 
PM at All Wars Memorial in 
Oak Hill Park - 3500 Stone 

Valley Road in Danville. 
Please Share & Join us! 

Greetings to our VietNam Veterans & Patriots -  

I hope everyone had an enjoyable summer and 

Labor Day weekend as we roll into our busy fall 

season.  But first, let me look back at August be-

fore we get into September.  We lost RADM Russ 

Gorman at the end of July and on the 6th of Au-

gust and attended his Celebration of Life at the 

VMB that was uplifting to all of us - dealing with 

the loss of a Great Patriot... and on the 7th many of 

us went to the final salute & military honors at the 

Sacramento Valley National Cemetery in Dixon. 

You’ll be missed Russ.  In August we lost a long 

time VNVDV member Richard Vannucci.  Rich 

was well known for his volunteer work with so 

many organizations and his generosity of time & 

energy to the VNVDV. For years Rich donated all 

his volunteer hours aboard the liberty ship USS 

Jeremiah O’Brien in exchange for guest tickets to 

be auctioned by the VNVDV for Fleet Week to see 

the Blue Angels.  Rich also participated in our 

Wheelchair Foundation distribution trip to VietNam 

in 2006 with other VNVDV members. He will be 

missed - always remembered & never forgotten.  

Later in August Jerry and I went on our annual pil-

grimage to the King Pacific Lodge once again in 

search of my Bucket List Salmon and no luck. As 

always, we had a great time with outstanding food, 

wine, cigars, friends & needless to say FISHING!! 

(even though Jerry out fished me again this year) for all 

of you that enjoy all of the above (except being out 

fished) Remember to get your special tickets for the 

“opportunity of a lifetime”  -  a deluxe fishing trip 

to the King Pacific Lodge. 

Now let’s look at the many great events during 

September (more details of each in this edition).. 



President’s Message (Continued from Page One) 

EVENTS NOT TO MISS 
Sep. Oct. Nov. (details in letter) 

Mark Your Calendar - Share 

GIANNIS tips for change 

Monday SEP 18 - VMB 

operating costs benefit 

9/11 Remembrance 

Monday SEP 11  -  5:30     

Oak Hill Park Danville 

V3 & HOPFEST SAT SEP 16TH 

BISHOP RANCH SUPPORTING  

SENTINELS OF FREEDOM 

MIKE ERGO SILENT AUCTION 

SUPPORTING SENTINELS OF 

FREEDOM - Sept. 30th 

HONORING OUR VETERANS 

FRI. SEP 8TH MONTA VISTA 

HS FOOTBALL FREE TICKETS 

STONE VALLEY ROAD, DAN-

VILLE - CALL LEE HALVER-

SON @ VMB 925-362-9806   

TAKE THE ROCK - SUN OCT 1   

Veterans Alcatraz Swim Challenge 

Contact Mike Ergo—Vet Center for Details 

VNVDV DINNER MEETING - 1st Thur. 

Crow Canyon County Club 

SOCIAL HOUR 5 - 6 PM 

BUFFET DINNER 6 - 7 PM 

Time is running out for Veterans to get their FREE tickets to 
the Monta Vista High School football game Fri/Sept 8. 
Contact Lee Halverson at the VMB in Danville NOW before 
our dinner for your ticket. No tickets at the game. Veterans 
receive free hot dog, beverage & homemade apple pie & 
introduced at game. This is a great evening out. 
 

On September 11th - “Patriot’s Day” there will be a public 
community 9/11 Remembrance Program held in Oak Hill 
Park at the All Wars Memorial on Stone Valley Road - 5:30 
and I encourage our members to attend & support. 
 

One of the most important events during September is the 
Veterans Memorial Building’s “Operating Fund” fundrais-
er. This covers expenses for jointly running our VMB Veter-
an’s Wing events (see flyer) - our museum & other general 
expenses. Join us for dinner on Monday the 18th - it’s the 
only fundraiser of the year.  Veteran waiters will be working 
for TIPS at Giannis Restaurant. The VMB will receive all tips 
& also 10% of the nights proceeds. Your Maitre’D that even-
ing will be Ron Lowe & some of your fine waiters will be 
Dennis Giacovelli, Jim Murphy, Lee Halverson, Hank 
Glauser and of course your VNVDV President!!!  This fund-
raiser is important for the VMB so PLEASE make your din-
ner reservation ASAP, and tell your friends. A Great Meal 
and a GREAT Cause, ---  You can’t beat that!!! 
 

There are a number of other great events worthy of your 
consideration outlined, in detail, in this edition. One special 
event to support is Mike Ergo who is coordinating our swim 
is also going to participate in the IRONMAN in Hawaii and 
he is having an AUCTION on Sept. 30th and could use a 
few more auction items donated & supporters showing up. 
See the flyer with details & contact information in newsletter. 
 

On Oct. 1st is the annual TAKE THE ROCK SWIM CHAL-
LENGE for VETERANS & ACTIVE-DUTY MILITARY and 
the VNVDV is again very proud to sponsor this event. We 
also thank all the coaches for their time & effort is helping 
train & qualify all the swimmers. Once again, Mike Ergo, of 
the Concord Vet Center, is coordinating & leading this 
event and doing a HELL of a job!  Last year we had 50 
swimmers, this year it looks like we may have as many as 
80!! These are young Vets, Old Vets, and many active-duty  
Military who have been training for this swim all summer. 
The swim is from Alcatraz to Aquatic Park (1.3 miles) & it 
can’t be done without our coaches & a long list of volun-
teers. If you are interested in helping out at the Swim let us 
know at the Sept. dinner.  Members - friends - family & patri-
ots just come on out & join in the fun of watching our guys & 
gals meet the challenge and conquer San Francisco Bay on 
the morning of OCT. 1st.  Thanks for your support. 
 

If you have not purchased a copy of Jerry Whiting’s newest  
book released about the VietNam Veterans of Diablo Valley 
- I personally encourage you to do so.  “It Don’t Mean 
Nothin’ Man” - We’re back in the world now… is a great read 
 

Know you’re busy… take time to review your newsletter & 
the events. Please share your news & events with others 
who may be interested.  Use our membership cards & bring 
a fellow VietNam Veteran (or a guest) to our 
1st Thursday dinner meeting. See you Thursday 
 

Veterans Day Parade 
Pleasanton  -  Sun. Nov 5 

         Mark your calendar - More Later 



Volunteers from all VSOs will be waiters/servers for this dinner & others 
are encouraged to CALL & make reservations for dinner on Sept 18th. 

Monday, September 18, 2017 

Please Call 925-820-6969 for Reservations 

Or go to http://giannissanramon.com/  

2065 San Ramon Valley Blvd.   San Ramon, CA 94583 

www.giannissanramon.com    925/820-6969 

http://giannissanramon.com/
http://www.giannissanramon.com/


President Bill Green selected our 2018 Nomination Committee. Bill selected the 
very experienced Past President Del Loewe as Chair and included other very quali-

fied VNVDV Past Presidents – to seeking out new & future leaders & potential 
Board Members & Committee Chairs.  The other Nomination & Election Commit-
tee Members are Past President Rich Lambert – Mike Weber – Ray La Rochelle 
should you have any questions about any position or the duties of any Board Posi-

tions.   Elections held at our Annual Meeting in the month of November by Ballot.   









When: September 30, 2017  (Time TBD) 

Where: Northgate HOA , 1025 Trails End Drive, Walnut Creek 

 The SILENT AUCTION benefiting severely wounded and injured 

Veterans has been developed over the past months in conjunction 

with the Sentinels of Freedom. The inspiration for the Auction 

spawned as a result of Mike Ergo being invited to the Ironman 

World Championships in Kona this October. Ironman saw the work 

Mike has done with vets and the information presented in Mike’s 

blog ( http://transitionsfromwar.com/) about how Mike uses triath-

lon events to honor the fallen from his unit by wearing their names 

on his jersey. Mike decided to set a fundraising goal of $18,000 in 

honor of his unit 1st Battalion, 8th Marines aka "One-Eight." So far 

he has raised $9,000 just by doing a digital fundraising cam-

paign: https://www.crowdrise.com/sentinelsoffreedom 

Auction Items: Wine tasting tour to Cass Winery, Paso Robles, 

Weekend at Silverado Country Club, custom made guitar, babysit-

ting and movie tickets, road runner sports gift basket, portrait ses-

sion family or equestrian. Items Needed: sports tickets, sports 

equipment, bottles of wine, gift cards, electronics. Mike.Ergo@gmail.com 





AKCM RICHARD JOHN VANNUCCI USNR, Ret. 

Richard was born in San Francisco on October 7, 1937 and passed away at the 
age of 79 on Thursday August 10 of heart failure.  He was preceded in death by 
his parents Rudolph and Mabel.  He is survived by his brother Gary, also by 
many cousins and friends.  Gary appreciates all the help his cousin Bill Lucche-
si provided in the last months of his brother’s life. Also to Gayle & Fred Matsu-
moto, Art Smith, Greg Hickey & George Nobori for their assistance.  
 
Richard was raised in Oakland and was a graduate of Castlemont High School 
in 1956 and also enjoyed his involvement with their class reunions.   Shortly 
after graduating, Richard joined the Navy in 1956.  He served in the Navy in 
both Active and Reserve status for over 35 years achieving the rank of Master 
Chief Petty Officer which he was very proud of attaining.  He had two tours in 
the Vietnam conflict in 1959.  Richard was a lifelong parishioner of St. Louis 
Bertrand Church, was a member of the church choir, and volunteered at the 
church’s Food Locker serving food to the people in need. He was a Resident of 
Castro Valley 
 
Richard worked for the Parks and Recreation Department in Oakland, Hayward 
and Fremont for over 30 years.  He was an avid gardener and enjoyed passing 
his talents of gardening to anyone who would listen.  Richard was also a dedi-
cated crew member of the Liberty ship USS Jeremiah O’Brien in San Fran-
cisco and enjoyed preparing meals for the crew and recruiting new volunteers.  
Richard was a huge jazz supporter especially to the Bob Enos Big Band and 
other Jazz venues in the bay area. 
 
Richard was a member of the Naval Enlisted Reserve Association (NERA) and 
a recipient of the 1776 NERA award.  He was also a member of the Naval Or-
der of the United States and was a life member in the Vietnam Veterans of Dia-
blo Valley - VFW Post 9601 and the Moose Lodge 1491.  Richard was involved 
in the following Italian Associations: American Heritage, Fratellanza Club, Buon 
Tempo Club, Colombo Club and Galileo Club. 
 
Richard’s services were held for Friends and family Holy Angels Funeral and 
Cremation Center in Hayward and the Funeral Mass was held at St. Louis Ber-
trand Parish in Oakland.  Entombment was at Holy Sepulchre Cemetery on 
Mission Blvd. in Hayward with full military honors.  Donations may be made to 
the St. Louis Bertrand Food Locker. 

AKCM RICHARD JOHN VANNUCCI USNR, Ret. 
October 7, 1937  -  August 10, 2017 

Rich proudly displays a sketch drawn by a Vietnam student  

The VietNam Veterans of Diablo Valley will sorely miss our friend & fellow VietNam Veteran - 

Rich Vannucci and his dedication to serving others… he will be remembered & never forgotten Rich with “Wild Bill” & Reese in 

VietNam watching students perform 



New E-Mail:  HSReese@att.net 

 VNVDV MEMBER SEPTEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

 Tom Hutchens  Navy  Michael Hurder Army 

 Bill Tharp   Army  Nathan Greene Air Force 

 Fred Granados Army  Bob Miller   Navy 

 Don Loeffler  Army  Lawrence Ames Air Force 

 Dave Smith   Army  John McPartland Marine 

 Bart Gilbert  Army  Julian Mathews Navy 

 Keith Harrigan Army  Dan Young   Army 

 Don Loeffer  Army  Dennis Nead  Marine 





SAT  Morning Veterans 

Social Coffee in Danville 

every week -  Join fellow 

Veterans each Saturday 

AM from 9AM until 12PM 

at the Veterans Memorial 

Building of San Ramon Valley 

Join hosts: Hank Glauser - 
Art Gaskins - Lee Halverson 

in the Lounge at our 

 Veterans Memorial Building 

Join Us for a few minutes or an 

hour - Just Drop In! 

Thanks to August Speaker, John 

Schembra for his talk on his ex-

perience with the Military Police 

and the many varied assign-

ments during his service in 

Vietnam. In addition, John spoke 

about novels he has written. 

Last month, 12,000 veterans began 
shopping at the military exchanges by 
way of a “beta test.” The beta test al-
lowed veterans’ to test the new online 
exchange shopping experience, which 

will open for millions of honorably dis-
charged veterans on Veterans Day Nov. 
11th. All veterans are being encour-
aged to confirm veteran eligibility 

status at https://www.vetverify.org. It 
might be a multi-step process if the De-
fense Manpower Data Center lacks in-

formation to verify that a veteran served 
and received an honorable discharge. 

https://www.vetverify.org/


Operation Welcome Home! 

We will never, ever again let our military 

heroes be treated like they were when they 

came home from the Vietnam War, when our 

Soldiers, Airmen, Seamen and Marines were 

spat on when they got off the plane   

Vietnam Veterans of Diablo Valley 
along with the Diablo Flag Brigade - Warriors 
Watch Riders - Blue Star Moms - & our fellow 

VSO organizations. 

Welcome Home Celebration           
US Army Capt. Dean De Smet                      



Contra Costa County Veterans Service Office 

WATCH VETERANS’ VOICES on CCTV Every Month on the 3rd Monday 

Veterans’ Voices - our VSO TV Show Airs Live Every 3rd Monday at 7PM. 
 

WATCH every month and call in, text or live chat with the hosts & guests.  Be a part of the conversation and you can 
help other vets who are struggling with the same issue.  New topics every month - 3rd Monday! 

Veterans’ Voices will be broadcast live/online on CCTV every third Monday, from 7:00 p.m. until 8:00 p.m. The show is 
a joint production of the Contra Costa County Veterans Service Office & Contra Costa Television (CCTV.)  It is under-
written by a grant from the California Department of Veterans Affairs.  “Veterans’ Voices” airs the third Monday every 
month at 7:00 p.m. on CCTV.  “VETERANS’ VOICES” highlight Veteran programs & events at the end of the show. 
 
CCTV and Veterans’ Voices can be found on Comcast Channel 27, Astound Channel 32 and AT&T U-Verse Channel 99 
throughout Contra Costa County.  If you missed this edition… Catch it and all other prior shows or watch the show live 
online by visiting: http://www.contracostatv.org/veteransvoices.  All previous shows are on-demand 24/7 & If your or-
ganization can help support an episode of Veterans’ Voices - contact Nathan Johnson our County VSO for more info. 
 
If you know non-profit Foundations supporting “education” - “history” - “military issues” - Veterans, or other - please 
advise County Service Officer Nathan Johnson - Funding support is needed to continue these CCTV “Veterans’ Voices 
special monthly TV shows to provide this valuable information for returning veterans & their family members. If you 
have any TV or production skills or are willing to learn - stop by the CCTV studios on the 3rd Monday prior to the live 
broadcasting of Veterans’ Voices… YOU may be able to help or learn to help & reduce production costs of shows. 

  Veterans’ Voices provides information on all Veteran Events in the East Bay 

Veterans Voices Staff Volunteers 

http://www.contracostatv.org/veteransvoices


Please SUPPORT  &  FOLLOW NEWS from some of our SUPPORTERS & FRIENDS WEBSITES: 

Contra Costa  County Veterans Service Office - Open in Danville every Wednesday - call 925 / 313-1481 for Appt. 

All Wars Memorial and obtaining AWM Pavers at Oak Hill Park - visit:   www.AllWarsMemorial.org  

Marines Memorial Association / Hotel / Club in SF - Visit their website at:  www.MarineClub.com 

Sentinels of Freedom Scholarship Foundation - visit:  www.SentinelsofFreedom.org 

Wheelchair Foundation & Wine for Wheels - Support our those in need of mobility - Visit:  www.WineforWheels.org  

Blue Star Moms #101 website:  www.bluestarmoms.org  &  Blue Star Moms #20 website: www.ccbluestarmoms.org 

VNVDV website to see more about the VietNam Veterans of Diablo Valley  at:  www.VNVDV.org 
 

See other website LINKS listed inside this edition of the INCOMING News & on our website. 
 

VISIT THE VMB/SRV’s WEBSITE - for the VETERANS MEMORIAL BUILDING  at: www.VMBSRV.org 

Thank you for your 
support of VNVDV & 
Two Trips to Vietnam 

AWM ENGRAVING ONLY TWO TIMES A 

YEAR - Only 15 Blank Pavers Remain 

Do you have Your AWM Paver Ordered? 

Don’t wait - Honor a veteran, friend, neighbor, 
family member with a Paver Tribute!  Only - 

$250.00   
Engraving is only performed in the Spring & 
Fall. Take time to visit the AWM website for 

an order form & more historical & educational 
information about all wars.  
www.AllWarsMemorial.org  

Thanks to Procurement Director John “T.J.” Trujillo for his presentation of 
VNVDV Hats and Shirts. Please contact “T.J.” for all your uniform requirements.  



BRING A VietNam Veteran to 
Dinner! Share these new 

cards with other Veterans! 
Tell about being a member 

of the Viet Nam Veterans of 
Diablo Valley  

VNVDV Information Cards 
are available for your use. This 

“business card” format allows 

each Member to share VNVDV in-

formation about the our dinner 

meetings & our Veterans Memo-

rial Building in Danville. Help 
spread the WORD.  

Hot Summer Nights in July & August  

Featured Unique Military Vehicles at  

Veterans Memorial Building in Danville 

Veteran’s Day will feature GWOT Veterans 





SENTINELS OF FREEDOM UPDATE 



Veteran’s Writing  Workshop (Cost: free) 

 For U S Military Veterans ONLY - Every Thursday  

This is a Drop In Class, no advance notice or reservation required 

Facilitator: Dan O’Conner, USAF Veteran -  American Legion # 246  

When: Every Thursday 1-2 PM, SEP 7  -  DEC 14, 2017, Veterans 

Memorial Building - in the Library, 400 Hartz - Danville 

Creative Writing: Write your military story for your grand children or get help 

with Memoirs, essays, novels, short stories and/or poetry.  Program adapted 

to  attendees. Optional-in-class writing exercises may take place according 

to class interest. Participants are invited to bring writing samples to class 

for potential group, or instructor, review and comment. Impromptu How-to-

lectures are anticipated.  Any and all writing projects of any kind are wel-

come. No prior writing experience is required or expected. 

Pleasanton 2017 Veterans 

Day Parade November 5th at 

1:00 PM.  

Theme: Medics in the Military 

Muster in front of the Veterans Memorial 

Building (VMB) -  301 Main St.  - Pleasanton 

Muster at 1130 hrs (11:30 AM), advise getting 

there earlier as parking can get bad.     

Requirement: 10—12 members to carry flags 

and the VNVDV banner  

Post Parade: Gathering of VNVDV members 

and a Veteran Day Program  at VMB  

Contact: Jerry Yahiro (925)-683-2541           

jyahiro@aol.com 

Pleasanton Veterans Day Parade 2016 



Because You Chose To  Proudly Serve 

Oakmont Memorial Park Cemetery in Lafayette is offering 

major financial assistance to all Veterans and Veteran Spous-

es on both Traditional and Cremation Property. 

Pre-Planning Lifts the Burdens Off Your Loved Ones 

Contact: Thomas Corbett, Vet-

eran Liaison Officer, LIC# 44629
(925) 935-3311, (925) 216-4785 

TCOAK8@gmail.com 

 



IMPORTANT VETERANS                  

EMERGENCY/URGENT 

CARE GUIDE 



Membership  Recruiter 



Life Membership: $50 payable to VNVDV 



SEP 2017SEP 2017SEP 2017   

 Jim Murphy 


