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Greetings to our VietNam Veterans & Patriots - 
 

Oct. is upon us already and it started in a BIG way 
on Sunday with “TAKE THE ROCK” our Alcatraz 
Swim Challenge we sponsor for Active-Duty Mili-
tary & Veterans. This was our 5th year and we had 
a total of 79 Swimmers and they all did a GREAT 
job! There were also a dozen VNVDV members 
who volunteered & worked from the wee hours of 
the morning till the afternoon making sure that this 
event was a great success. My personal thank you. 
 

On Sunday we also participated in a Welcome 
Home for returning military member -  Sgt. Larry 
Wills in El Sobrante and we all want to thank T.J.  
for representing the SRV VSOs and welcoming 
Sgt. Wills properly. 
 

This week is our 1st Thursday dinner meeting… 
and this week is also the start of FLEET WEEK in 
San Francisco.  Most have seen the Navy’s Blue 
Angels – although it’s great every time!  Many 
events at Marines Memorial & tours of the ships. 
 

The rest of Oct. is light... but we will be doing ad-
vance planning & working on Veterans Day, Opera-
tion Santa, Walk of Honor & our 2018 Crab Feed, 
in addition to our Christmas Dinner on Dec. 7th. 
(Did I say Oct. was LIGHT) -  Oh… and I cannot 
forget DUCK SEASON starts on the 21st. 
 

During Sept we supported many events & active.  A 
large group of VNVDV members attended a fabu-
lous one-hour 9-11 annual remembrance program 
in Oak Hill Park at All Wars Memorial.  Very well 
done sponsored by the Exchange Club! 
 

Our members participated & supported the Veter-
ans Memorial Building Fundraiser at Gianni’s 
helping the Operating Committee raise about half 
the funds needed to operate next year which is out-
standing. One additional fundraiser should raise 
needed funds. I thank all of you that attended. Our 
members also participated supporting a info table 
at the VMB for the Senior Health Fair 2017 . 



President’s Message (Continued from Page One) 

EVENTS NOT TO MISS 
NOV. (details in letter) 

Mark Your Calendar NOW & Share 

Veterans Day Parade 

Pleasanton  -  Sun. Nov 5 

Need volunteers for Flags 

Contact Jerry Yahiro 

As I mentioned, September was a busy & very successful 
month filled with many Veteran activities to support... 
 

Monte Vista High School’s annual Tribute to Veterans 
at one of their football games was attended by a number of 
our members & other VSO members. They provided free 
tickets, food, drink & homemade pie plus asked all Veter-
ans out on the field during halftime.  A good game against 
Dublin. We thank MVHS for this tribute & enjoyable event. 
 

As your President, I had the honor of attending the “CWA”  
(California Waterfowl Association) Blackhawk dinner honor-
ing our younger & returning veterans. Held at the Black-
hawk Auto Museum. I was honored to attend with a num-
ber of local “young Veterans” for this annual fundraiser. 
 

On the 19th of the month I celebrated my good fortune &  
wonderful luck of having Peggy put up with me for 49 
years!!!!! 
 

As the month of Sept. came to an end - Mike Ergo from 
the Concord VET Center held a Silent Auction to support 
the Sentinels of Freedom Scholarship Foundation at his 
homeowner’s clubhouse.  It was well attended by friends & 
neighbors. I am pleased to report six VNVDV members at-
tended to support this worthy event,  We also thank Mike 
for all his hard work on “TAKE the ROCK” 2017 Swim. 
Mike was selected to participate in the IRONMAN! 
 

A reminder to all - get your special opportunity tickets for 
the fishing “opportunity of a lifetime”  -  a deluxe fishing trip 
for Two to the King Pacific Lodge .  Valued at $9000. 
 

Also - If you have not purchased a copy of the new Jerry 
Whiting book released about the VietNam Veterans of 
Diablo Valley - I personally encourage you to do so. The 
title is -  “It Don’t Mean Nothin’ Man” - We’re back in the 
world now… featuring stories from our VNVDV members. 
 

Know you’re busy… but this is your newsletter.  take time 
to review it & the events. Also, please share the newsletter 
& events with others who may be interested.  You can for-
ward it or refer them to our website.  All members should 
carry our VNVDV dinner cards with them.  Use them to 
bring a fellow VietNam Veteran (or a guest) to our 
1st Thursday dinner meeting. First dinner is on us! 
 

Be sure to look at the many great programs & events com-
ing up in November—specifically the Veterans Day pro-
gram in the San Ramon Valley.  I do know the VMB Muse-
um Committee is looking for military items to be loaned for 
display for the three-day weekend from our younger veter-
ans which could be—Gulf War—GWOT—Post 9/11—
Iraq—Afghanistan and other more recent veterans for dis-
play this year.  They should contact Tim Sammons or Bob 
Sada.  Many other Veterans Day events in the area—
included in this edition..-  take note & attend these events. 
 

Look forward to seeing you at the dinner meeting Thursday 
evening at Crow Canyon Country Club. 

Assembly Member Baker’s 

Veterans Pancake Breakfast  

Friday  -   Nov 10 

Veterans Memorial Building 

Veterans Day Observance 

San Ramon Valley Joint VSO  

Sat.  -  Nov.  11  -  10:30  am 

San Ramon  Valley High School 

Elks Thank You Veteran Dinner 

Walnut Creek -  Sun. Nov 12 

Opens 2PM  -  Dinner 4:30PM 

See flyer for details on free 

Contra Costa Board of Supervisors 

Veteran Appreciation 

Martinez - Tue -  Nov. 7th  11AM   

Arrive early for parking  

Veterans 3 - Day OPEN HOUSE 

Veterans Memorial Building 

Danville  -  Fri/Sat/Sun 

See Flyer & Flash News for Details 

Veterans Day  

FREE MEALS & DEALS for VETS 

SAT  —   NOV. 11 

Check website & internet for latest 

Veterans —Thank You for Serving 



VNVDV Dinner September 2017 

A reminder - absolutely NO politics or political comments at our dinner tables or meeting.  We are a non-
profit service organization & do not want to violate our by-laws or jeopardize our state & federal status.  



New E-Mail:  HSReese@att.net 

VNVDV Member October Birthdays 

 Joe Callaway  Army  Richard Vanucci  Navy    

 Jim Murphy  Navy  Jon Robbins   Army 

 James Handlin Army  Bob Sada    Air Force 

 John Reese   Navy  Tim Perry   Navy 

 Jerry Yahiro  Army  Greg Brown   Marine 

 Dennis Marguet Marine   Henry Fanger   Navy 

 Mac McConnico Army  David Behring  Honorary 

 Terry Miller  Army  Pat Leary   Army 

 Less Chakurian Army  Mike Huntsman  Navy 

WELCOME TO NEW MEMBER  -  JOHN CAHILL  -  

ARMY  -  7TH BN 11TH ARTILLERY 25TH DIVISION 

VNVDV Honorary Life 

Member & VMB Senior 

Docent Art Gaskin Cel-

ebrated his 99th Birth-

day on 29 August - 

Best Wishes Art!!! 



SAT  Morning Veterans 

Social Coffee in Danville 

every week -  Join fellow 

Veterans each Saturday 

9AM until 12PM at 
Veterans Memorial Building 

of San Ramon Valley 

Join hosts: Hank Glauser - 
Art Gaskins - Lee Halverson 

in the Lounge at our 

 Veterans Memorial Building 

Join Us for a few minutes or an 

hour - Just Drop In! 

Thanks to September Speak-

er, Carrie Pepper for her talk 

on How Losing A Brother In 

Vietnam Created A Family In 

American through her book 

MISSING ON HILL 700  

Last month, 12,000 veterans began 
shopping at the military exchanges by 
way of a “beta test.” The beta test al-
lowed veterans’ to test the new online 
exchange shopping experience, which 

will open for millions of honorably dis-
charged veterans on Veterans Day Nov. 
11th. All veterans are being encour-
aged to confirm veteran eligibility 

status at https://www.vetverify.org. It 
might be a multi-step process if the De-
fense Manpower Data Center lacks in-

formation to verify that a veteran served 
and received an honorable discharge. 

https://www.vetverify.org/


“Take The Rock” Alcatraz Swim 
Challenge in its’ fifth year has close to 
one hundred military & veteran partici-
pants as families cheer them on beach 





SHARE these new cards 
with other Veterans! BRING 
a Viet Nam Veteran to Din-

ner! Tell them about being a 
member of the Viet Nam Vet-

erans of Diablo Valley  

VNVDV Information Cards 
are available for you. This 

“business card” format allows 

each Member to share VNVDV in-

formation about our dinner meet-

ings & our Veterans Memorial 

Building in Danville.  

Help spread the WORD.  

TREMENDOUS OPPORTUNITY  -  TRIP 

FOR TWO  -  4 DAY/3 NIGHT STAY 

King Pacific Lodge at Milbank Sound is a BC 

salmon lodge company created as a testa-

ment to the friendship of the many anglers 

and friends George and Lisa Cuthbert have 

come to know over the past twenty-five 

years 



Nominations are OPEN for 2018 Officers & Directors - as announced at the September Membership Dinner Meeting & mentioned in the IN-
COMING News.   President Bill Green appointed Past President Del Loewe as Chair of the Recruitment & Nomination Committee for 2018.   
He also appointed Past Presidents Mike Weber & Rich Lambert to serve as official members of the 2018 committee for the Election of Of-
ficers & Directors for the VNVDV.  Past President Del Loewe  expressed is looking for a few good men… to serve on the Board in 2018.  The 
President needs a solid team behind him… so all members are encouraged to find out more about these positions from any of these Past Pres-
idents…  Jerry Yahiro - Del Loewe - Mike Weber or Rich Lambert.   The Official Ballots will be distributed at the November 2nd dinner 
meeting with the names of those nominated to-date.  You can nominate yourself - or members can nominate other current members in good 
standing.  Any election questions about the “responsibilities” of each office should be directed to any of these five members of the election 
committee.  Elections/Voting (turning in your written ballot) will be held at the General Membership Meeting on Thursday - Novem-
ber 2, 2017.  Ballots may also be returned by mail to the VNVDV official mailing address.  All “mailed ballots” must be “completed in full” 
and received no later than November 17, 2017 to be counted in the final results.  Election results will be announced by the President & 
Election Committee at the December meeting & announced in the Incoming electronic newsletter. 

The 2018 Election is for the  VNVDV  Officers & Board of Directors positions listed: 

 President 

 Vice-President 

 Treasurer 

 Secretary 

 Director of Public Relations 

 Director of Membership 

 Director of Events 

 Director At Large 

 Director of Information 

 Director of Procurement 

 Director of Speakers 

The Election Committee has received nominations for each position and encourages members to find out about each leadership role and be-
come involved in our Board of Directors meetings.  All positions are OPEN and we encourage members to run for whatever position they de-
sire by notifying the Nomination Selection Committee by e-mail (please copy Election Committee members).  The duties & responsibilities of 
all “Officers & Directors” positions listed above are outlined in our organizational by-laws.  We encourage new members - as well and those 
now with time available - to attend our October Board of Directors meetings this month on the 3rd Thursday of each month at the Danville 
Veteran’s Memorial Building at 1800.  This is a good way to find out what each position is responsible for and gives you a better understand-
ing and background of the organization. All members are welcome to attend any Board meeting.  If you have questions about the positions - 
speak one of the members of the nomination/election committee.  Co-Chairs and Assistants are “appointed” by the President - and are need-
ed in most areas.  This is a great way to learn about the duties - help in a significant way - and keep our organization strong & active in help-
ing fellow veterans - those serving and our community.  Past President Jerry Yahiro noted… “The quality of an organization de-
pends on its current leaders’ and  the members’ willingness to participate in the administration of the organization.”  We en-
courage all members to “strongly consider” becoming more active & involved in “the program of your choice” in our organization.  

President Bill Green previously indicated there are many enjoyable positions to serve - making a difference in the direction of this amazing 
organization and he strongly encourages all members to consider joining the 2018 team which he promises will be another fun & exciting 

year. Our events & activities are so varied… there is truly something for everybody!  You can make a difference.  Join the team.           





EVERY THURSDAY at Veterans Memorial Building 

 FREE for U S Military Veterans ONLY –1PM-2PM  

This is a Drop-In Class, no advance notice or reservation required 

Facilitator: Dan O’Conner, USAF Veteran -  American Legion # 246  

When: Every Thursday 1-2 PM, SEP 7  -  DEC 14, 2017 at Danville 

Veterans Memorial Building - in the Library - 400 Hartz Ave 

Creative Writing: Write your military story for your grand children or get help 

with Memoirs, essays, novels, short stories and/or poetry.  Program adapted 

to  attendees. Optional-in-class writing exercises may take place according 

to class interest. Participants are invited to bring writing samples to class 

for potential group, or instructor, review and comment. Impromptu How-to-

lectures are anticipated.  Any and all writing projects of any kind are wel-

come. No prior writing experience is required or expected. 

Pleasanton 2017 Veterans 

Day Parade Nov 5th - 1 PM.  

Theme: Medics in the Military 

Muster in front of the Veterans Memorial 

Building (VMB) -  301 Main St.  - Pleasanton 

Muster at 1130 hrs (11:30 AM), advise getting 

there earlier as parking can get bad.     

VNVDV Members Required: 10 - 12 members 

to carry military service flags & VNVDV ban-

ner— in blue pants & VNVDV white polos + hat 

Post Parade: Gathering of VNVDV members at 

a Veteran Day Program at Pleasanton VMB  

Contact: Jerry Yahiro, Director (925)-683-2541   

jyahiro@aol.com  HE NEEDS 12 VOLUNTEERS 

for MILITARY SERVICE COLORS & VNVDV 

BANNER for this roughly six block parade. 

Pleasanton Veterans Day Parade 2016 

Medal of Honor Recipient Jim Taylor -  a  
Life Member of the VNVDV leads the 
Pleasanton 2016 Parade as Grand Mar-
shall & speaker at post parade event. 







Contra Costa County Veterans Service Office 

WATCH VETERANS’ VOICES on CCTV Every Month on the 3rd Monday 

Veterans’ Voices - our VSO TV Show Airs Live Every 3rd Monday at 7PM. 
 

WATCH every month and call in, text or live chat with the hosts & guests.  Be a part of the conversation and you can 
help other vets who are struggling with the same issue.  New topics every month - 3rd Monday! 

Veterans’ Voices will be broadcast live/online on CCTV every third Monday, from 7:00 p.m. until 8:00 p.m. The show is 
a joint production of the Contra Costa County Veterans Service Office & Contra Costa Television (CCTV.)  It is under-
written by a grant from the California Department of Veterans Affairs.  “Veterans’ Voices” airs the third Monday every 
month at 7:00 p.m. on CCTV.  “VETERANS’ VOICES” highlight Veteran programs & events at the end of the show. 
 
CCTV and Veterans’ Voices can be found on Comcast Channel 27, Astound Channel 32 and AT&T U-Verse Channel 99 
throughout Contra Costa County.  If you missed this edition… Catch it and all other prior shows or watch the show live 
online by visiting: http://www.contracostatv.org/veteransvoices.  All previous shows are on-demand 24/7 & If your or-
ganization can help support an episode of Veterans’ Voices - contact Nathan Johnson our County VSO for more info. 
 
If you know non-profit Foundations supporting “education” - “history” - “military issues” - Veterans, or other - please 
advise County Service Officer Nathan Johnson - Funding support is needed to continue these CCTV “Veterans’ Voices 
special monthly TV shows to provide this valuable information for returning veterans & their family members. If you 
have any TV or production skills or are willing to learn - stop by the CCTV studios on the 3rd Monday prior to the live 
broadcasting of Veterans’ Voices… YOU may be able to help or learn to help & reduce production costs of shows. 

  Veterans’ Voices provides information on all Veteran Events in the East Bay 

Veterans Voices Staff Volunteers 

http://www.contracostatv.org/veteransvoices


Please SUPPORT  &  FOLLOW NEWS from some of our SUPPORTERS & FRIENDS WEBSITES: 

Contra Costa  County Veterans Service Office - Open in Danville every Wednesday - call 925 / 313-1481 for Appt. 

All Wars Memorial and obtaining AWM Pavers at Oak Hill Park - visit:   www.AllWarsMemorial.org  

Marines Memorial Association / Hotel / Club in SF - Visit their website at:  www.MarineClub.com 

Sentinels of Freedom Scholarship Foundation - visit:  www.SentinelsofFreedom.org 

Wheelchair Foundation & Wine for Wheels - Support our those in need of mobility - Visit:  www.WineforWheels.org  

Blue Star Moms #101 website:  www.bluestarmoms.org  &  Blue Star Moms #20 website: www.ccbluestarmoms.org 

VNVDV website to see more about the VietNam Veterans of Diablo Valley  at:  www.VNVDV.org 
 

See other website LINKS listed inside this edition of the INCOMING News & on our website. 
 

VISIT THE VMB/SRV’s WEBSITE - for the VETERANS MEMORIAL BUILDING  at: www.VMBSRV.org 

Thank you for your 
support of VNVDV & 
Two Trips to Vietnam 

AWM ENGRAVING ONLY TWO TIMES A 

YEAR - Only 10 Blank Pavers Remain 

Do you have Your AWM Paver Ordered? 

Don’t wait - Honor a veteran, friend, neighbor, 
family member with a Paver Tribute!  Only - 

$250.00   
Engraving is only performed in the Spring & 
Fall. Take time to visit the AWM website for 

an order form & more historical & educational 
information about all wars.  
www.AllWarsMemorial.org  

Thanks to Procurement Director John “T.J.” Trujillo for his presentation of 
VNVDV Hats and Shirts. Please contact “T.J.” for all your uniform requirements.  





Because You Chose To  Proudly Serve 

Oakmont Memorial Park Cemetery in Lafayette is offering 

major financial assistance to all Veterans and Veteran Spous-

es on both Traditional and Cremation Property. 

Pre-Planning Lifts the Burdens Off Your Loved Ones 

Contact: Thomas Corbett, Vet-

eran Liaison Officer, LIC# 44629
(925) 935-3311, (925) 216-4785 

TCOAK8@gmail.com 

 





EMERGENCY / URGENT 

CARE GUIDE 

For VA S/C VETERANS                   



JEFF  JEWELL,  DIRECTOR - CONCORD VET CENTER WAS NAMED “GRAND 

MARSHALL  WALNUT CREEK’S TWILIGHT PARADE  KICKING OFF THE  

WALNUT FESTIVAL .  NEXT TO HIS VEHICLE WITH WW II VETERAN -  EARL 

“CHUCK”  KOLHER - A PEARL HARBOR SURVIVOR.  CONGRATULATIONS JEFF! SENIOR HEALTH FAIR 
HELD AT VMB IN DANVILLE 

VMB INFO TABLE AT SENIOR HEALTH FAIR - STAFFED 

BY VNVDV & RESOURCE CENTER VOLUNTEER 

PROVIDING INFO ON ALL VSOs & VMB ACTIVITIES. 

VIETNAM VETS ALONG WITH VETS FROM THE VFW - AMERI-

CAN LEGION & MARINE CORPS LEAGUE JOINED TOGETHER 

TO ATTEND MONTE VISTA HIGH SCHOOL FOOTBALL GAME  
MVHS GAME HONORED VETERANS 

& PROVIDED FOOD & RECOGNITION 



Membership  Recruiter 



Life Membership: $50 payable to VNVDV 



OCT 2017OCT 2017OCT 2017   

 Jim Murphy 


