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Members – Fellow Veterans – 

Supporters: 

We are leaving 2015 and starting a 

New Year.  I wish all of you & your 

families a happy & healthy New Year.   

Next, I want to thank Ray LaRochelle 

for his service and dedication to the 

VNVDV, not just his two years as Presi-

dent, but for his many years of service. 

Twenty five years ago this April, I was 

asked if I would like to go to a meeting 

of a new veterans group called VNVDV.  

I really had no interest in joining any 

veterans group at that time, but I was 

told this one was different!  First, it was 

non-political and second it was just Vi-

etnam vets.  I instantly had a feeling of 

comradery at that meeting.  We repre-

sented all the service branches and dif-

ferent MOS’s, but we all shared the 

same stigma of being veterans of this 

countries most unpopular war. Need-

less to say, I wanted more after that first 

meeting! 

Members - Supporters & 

Friends: 

We urgently need your per-

sonal support to obtain Do-

nations for our "Super Sun-

day" - FEB. 7th 2016 event!  

Final Countdown… Help us 

Obtain Needed Donations  

Your Donations go to Jim 

Murphy this year - for Tick-

ets contact Treasurer Mike 

“Slatts” Slattengren @ 

925 / 837-6238 

Ideas & Donation Letter for 

Merchants provided in this 

edition of the Incoming 

January Speakers 

LTC Larry Janes (USAF retired) &  
Dr. Ronald Chun, MD  will discuss 

their work developing the V.A.’s Ala-

meda Point Project & provide infor-
mation on the Land Acquisition, VA 
Out-Patient Clinic & Columbarium 
Project. Don’t miss this informa-

tive VA update presentation. 



(Continued from Page One) 

2016 Crab Feed Merchant/Business 

Donation Request Letter & Donor 

Receipts are available at the JAN. 

Dinner Meeting & also included in 

this issue of the INCOMING News. 

Pick-up or copy & keep with you 

to use for soliciting your event 

merchant donations.  
An idea list of items to request 

& 2016 Crab Feed poster for 

you to copy & keep in your car  

2016 CRAB FEED is a 
FUNDRAISER 

Have you got your tickets yet?  
Crab Feed tickets going 

FAST! Don’t be left out… 

only 160 tickets will be 

sold - all in advance. 

This is the largest VNVDV sponsored fund-

raiser each year & we need all members & 

supporters to dig in & contribute to its suc-

cess. Purchase tickets for our Military! 
If every member gets just 

one contribution each, it will 

ensure a successful event.  

Please do your part! 

  Donation Request letter & receipt are 

in this edition with poster & idea list. 

Almost 25 years have gone by… and 

we have seen the group change from what 

some called a “Good Old Boys Club” to - one 

of the most active VSO’s in the Bay Area!  One 

thing has never changed... the VNVDV mem-

bers still have that same comradery, common 

bond… that same love for each other.   

We just do a hell-of-a-lot more towards our 

founding commitment... to improving the image 

of VietNam Veterans and providing support to 

Veterans… especially Viet Nam Veterans, 

through our actions in programs & projects. 

Now, after 25 years as a VNVDV member… I 

find myself being asked to be the President.   

Words cannot begin to tell you how honored 

and moved I am to be put in this office.  I 

thank you for having such faith in me. 

We will continue to do all that we did last year 

and hopefully more!  We will continue to serve 

our community & our young veterans, both serv-

ing and those returning home from service.  To 

do this I will need your help - starting with our 

annual Crab Feed (or maybe non-crab feed) on 

Sunday - February 7.  We need items donated 

for our auction and raffle.  You will not be just 

helping the group, but the community and our 

young veterans.  To help, just contact myself or 

any board member to assist. 

I thank you & look forward to working with each 

of you throughout the New Year! 

Bill 

WILLIAM “BILL” GREEN 
President 2016 
PH:  925 / 683-3293 
E:  BillGreen@aol.com 



APPRECIATION DINNER HONORS AND RECOGNIZES EAST BAY 

CONTRIBUTORS DEDICATED TO SERVING OUR VETERANS 

VNVDV’s Highest Recognition the 

Gary Villalba Dedicated Service Award 
Aimee Lohr  

Veteran of the Year Award 

Steve Mazaika 

Aimee Lohr with Gary Villalba 

Volunteers of the Year 

Mike Haus and Chris Miller 

Challenge Coin Presented to 

Concord Sportsmen’s Club  

Additional Recognition by 

the VNVDV went to: 

Contra Costa County 

Veterans Service Office  

 

Blue Star Moms 

 Chapter 20 and 101 

 

Concord Vet Center 

Diablo Valley Flag Brigade 



OVER 140 MEMBERS & GUESTS ATTENDED THE 2015 APPRECIATION 

DINNER & ENJOYED A GREAT DINNER & GALA EVENING  



 

VNVDV Member January Birthdays 

 Ron Allen  1/7    Marine  Bill Kiper  1/7    Navy 

 Alan Perry  1/10    Navy     Arthur Gaoiran 1/13    Army 

 Ray La Rochelle 1/20    Navy  Bill Hawkins  1/21    Army 

 Rich Lee   1/21   Army  Jerry Carlson  1/24   Army 

VNVDV  Supported the Concord Vet Center Staff & their Annual Holiday Party 

Santa 

Arrives 

Santa 

Checks 

His List 

Twice 

Mrs. 

Claus 

Arrives 

Elected Officials & Representatives at-

tended & welcomed Veterans & families Santa & his official 

photographer 

Service Officer Visits 

Santa at Vet Center 

Lots of Good little Boys 

& Girls visit Santa 







 

combined

Veterans Service Organization 

Fundraiser

Tickets $35.00
Saturday March 12, 2016 at 5:00 PM

Veterans Memorial Building 

400 Hartz Ave  Danville, CA 

All funds collected go directly to the Veterans Memorial Building 

Operating Committee to pay for the operating expenses of the 

Veterans Wing of the building

Or Contact Dennis Giacovelli at houseworks@pacbell.net or 

Lee Halverson at lhazmateer@aol.com for tickets

Help us celebrate again and enjoy our third annual

Purchase Tickets at the VMB in Danville



DECEMBER EVENTS INVOLVING VNVDV MEMBERS 

Mayor Mike Doyle presenting 

THE DANVILLE AWARD to Ron 

Lowe in recognition of his years 

of Community Service 

Incoming Mayor Karen 

Stepper presents the 

DANVILLE AWARD OF 

MERIT to the VMB 

LIBRARY & HISTORICAL 

COLLECTION COMMITTEE 

for their Efforts in the VMB 

Educational Military Museum 

& Veterans Day Exhibits  

VMB DOCENT RECOGNITION BREAKFAST 

ART GASKIN 

(LEFT) RE-

CEIVED THE 

FIRST ANNUAL 

DOCENT OF THE 

YEAR AWARD 



SENTINELS OF FREEDOM SENTINELS OF FREEDOM SENTINELS OF FREEDOM    

Because You Chose To  Proudly Serve 

Oakmont Memorial Park Cemetery in Lafayette is offer-

ing major financial assistance to all Veterans and Veteran 

Spouses on both Traditional and Cremation Property. 

Pre-Planning Lifts the Burdens Off Your Loved Ones 

Contact: Thomas Corbett, Veter-

an Liaison Officer, LIC# 44629 

(925) 935-3311, (925) 216-4785 







 

Date: ___________________________ 

DONATION RECEIPT 

 

To:       ___________________________________________ 

 ___________________________________________ 

The Viet Nam Veterans of Diablo Valley (VNVDV) hereby acknowledges your donation to our annual charity 

fund-raiser. The VNVDV is a non-profit organization and the VNVDV provided no goods or services in exchange 

for your donation. We sincerely thank you for your support of our annual fund raising event. 

Your Donation Details         $ - Value 

______________________________________________     _________ 

______________________________________________     _________ 

______________________________________________     _________ 

______________________________________________     _________ 

______________________________________________     _________ 

______________________________________________     _________ 

______________________________________________     _________ 

______________________________________________     _________ 

 

The money raised through our 2016 Charity Crab Feed, will support local veteran, active-duty military & com-

munity-service programs and events the VNVDV conducts and proudly supports throughout the year.  We thank 

you again for your support of the VNVDV. 

Sincerely, 

 

Coordinator 

Crab Feed Donation Committee 2016   

Viet Nam Veterans of Diablo Valley 
 

 

VNVDV Contact:  Treasurer Mike Slattengren - PH: (925) 837-6238 -  E-mail: slattengren.vnvdv@gmail.com 

 
Viet Nam Veterans of Diablo Valley 

P. O.  BOX 2079 - DANVILLE, CA 94526 - 2079 - E-MAIL: VNVDV1@gmail.com - WEBSITE :   www.VNVDV.com 

Viet Nam Veterans of Diablo Valley is a non-profit veteran’s organization / corporation (EIN 68-0266369) exempt from federal (IRC 501c)  
& state (RTC 23701w) income tax 



 

California’s Veteran Benefit Book Available and the New  

Federal  Veteran Benefit Handbook  - See  CCC VSO for copy. 



Have you ordered an All Wars Memorial  

PAVER at Oak Hill Park ? 

These solid granite stones set in the walk-

way at Oak Hill Park are now limited…  

Less than thirty blank pavers remain! 

Honor a veteran, friend, neighbor, family 

member with a paver tribute it will last for-

ever…   Only - $250.00  Engraving is completed in 

the Spring & Fall.  Engraving cannot be completed dur-

ing the winter due to wet conditions.  Visit the website 

for an order form.  www.AllWarsMemorial.org 

Danville “VSO” Outstation - 400 Hartz Ave. 

Open every Wednesday from 10 to 2 for 

veterans & your family.  Schedule your   

appointment by calling 925/ 313-1481 

Unfortunately, we Are Behind 

in “Super Sunday” Donations 

for our FEB. 7th 2016 event! 

We Really Need EVERY-

ONE'S Help in Obtaining Do-

nations. Contact 2016 Crab Feed 

Chair Mike Slattengren @ 925 / 837-

6238 ASAP 

 Ideas for 2016 Donations are 

Please CHECK-OUT  &  FOLLOW MONTHLY some of our SUPPORTERS & FRIENDS WEBSITES: 

All “Operation Welcome Home” event updates can be found at: www.DiabloValleyFlagBrigade.com for upcoming events. 

All Wars Memorial and obtaining AWM Pavers at Oak Hill Park - visit:   www.AllWarsMemorial.org  

Marines Memorial Association / Hotel / Club in SF - Visit their website at:  www.MarineClub.com 

Sentinels of Freedom Scholarship Foundation - visit:  www.SentinelsofFreedom.org 

Wheelchair Foundation & Wine for Wheels - Support our those in need of mobility - Visit:  www.WineforWheels.org & see VNVDV 

Blue Star Moms #101 website:  www.bluestarmoms.org  &  Blue Star Moms #20 website: www.ccbluestarmoms.org 

Contra Costa  County Veterans Service Office - Open in Danville every Wednesday - call 925 / 313-1481 for Appt. 

VNVDV website to see more about the VietNam Veterans of Diablo Valley  at:  www.VNVDV.com 
 

See other website LINKS listed inside this edition of the INCOMING News & on our website. 
 

VISIT THE VMB’s WEBSITE - for the VETERANS MEMORIAL BUILDING visit: www.VMBSRV.org 



Jan 2016 

PRESIDENT - 

   William  “Bill”  Green 

VICE  PRESIDENT - 

   Dennis Giacovelli  

TREASURER  

   Mike Slattengren 

SECRETARY 

   Clifford  DeCuir 

  

MEMBERSHIP  

   Joe Callaway   

DIRECTOR - at - LARGE 

   John Schafgans 

DIRECTOR  of  EVENTS 

   Jerry Yahiro   

SPEAKERS BUREAU 

   Mike Martin   

INFORMATION 

   Jon Robbins   

PROCUREMENT 

   John “T. J.”  Trujillo   

PUBLIC  RELATIONS 

   John “jgr”  Reese 

PAST  PRESIDENTS 

 

Ray La Rochelle 

 

Michael Slattengren 
 

Jerry Yahiro 
 

John Estes 

 

Del  Loewe 

 

Tim  Hart 
 

Mike Weber 

 

Mike McDaniel 

 

Rich Lambert 

 

Ron Azarcon 
 

Bill Picton 

 

Norm Mahalich 
 

Established in 1991 

- Join Us in 2016! 

Meeting are OPEN to ALL Veterans - Supporter & Guests 

2016 OFFICERS  &  

BOARD MEMBERS 


