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SPEAKER AUGUST 4th  
Richard Jarrett 
will discuss his 

early days in the 
DEA to include 

development of the International 
Network for training and infor-

mation exchange. Richard Jarrett 
has been honored by the DEA 
Educational Foundation Inner 
Circle 2008. Please join us for 
dinner on Thursday - AUG 4th. 

August 2016 

Bill Green VNVDV 

President 2016  

  

East Bay Stand 

Down is a community 

support program 

providing a helping 

hand-up... not a hand-

out to our Homeless  & 

in-need Veterans from  

SEP. 15 - 18 

Registration is Open 

2,500 Volunteers are 

needed.  Sign-up in 

advance  on-line. 

 

We are honored to be a 

Major Sponsor of EBSD 

2016. 

Join us in supporting 

EBSD 

VETERAN ‘s  

SAT  Morning  

Social Coffee 

In Danville… 

 
Join fellow Veterans 

every Saturday  

8AM until 11AM 

at the Veterans 

Memorial Building 

In Danville 

Pastries too! 

Greetings…  At the time that I’m writing this, July is 

closing & we are beginning the month of August.  

July is always a rewarding month for our non-profit 

service organization and its members due to our 

participation in the Kiwanis / Danville 4th of July Pa-

rade, and it was again, truly Grand!  First, our 

thanks go out to VNVDV Life Member - Major 

James Taylor, USA (Ret.) Medal of Honor Recipi-

ent. Jim was able to join us this year for the parade 

and we were especially honored to have the Kiwa-

nis Club select him as the Grand Marshal of the 

Parade & the Kiwanis Club’s special tribute honor-

ing the Vietnam War Veterans in the 4th of July Pa-

rade this year.   

The VNVDV also thank the U.S. Marine Corps Col-
or Guard from Concord - our own members who 
provided the military service colors - the Prince 
Charles Pipe Band - the Daughters of American 
Revolution (DAR) & Boy Scout Troop 805 for car-
rying our large U.S. Garrison Flag – a special 
thanks & recognition to Mike Conklin & the Senti-
nels of Freedom for hours of labor & effort provid-
ing a beautiful VietNam War Commemoration pa-
rade float honoring VietNam Veterans & the 50th 
Anniversary that carried our members who could 
not walk the parade route & wanted to participate – 
thanks to T. J. & the Amvets UH-1 Huey Helicopter 
& the escort provided by the Warrior Watch Riders 
– and my thanks to all the VNVDV members & fami-
ly that passed out the 10,000 + American Flags to 
the children & 45,000 community members who 
came out this year along the parade route - and it 
wouldn’t be a parade without John Reese & our 
Parade Truck transporting all the flags for distribu-
tion. Thanks to Jerry Yahiro for organizing & coordi-
nating the parade and my thanks to all of you for 
making us look so GOOD leading the Danville 4th of 
July Parade. 
 

Lots of events in this edition of the Incoming! 



(Continued from Page One) 

VOLUNTEERS FOR  SET-UP  &  

VOLUNTEER IN THE FOUR DAY 

PROGRAM & TEAR DOWN TOO! 

Sign-Up On-Line NOW!  

A complete list of  the Sept 15 - 18 need-

ed volunteer areas and requirements will 

be listed on the EBSD website. 

All volunteers must register on-line. 
 NO on-site volunteer registration permitted. 

At our monthly meeting, I told the membership 
that the VietNam Veterans of Diablo Valley is a 
Commemoration Partner with the Department of 
Defense 50th Anniversary Commemoration of the 
Vietnam War. The VNVDV Board of Directors, 
as partners in this national recognition program, 
wants to honor the service of our Members who 
served in Vietnam during the war in a special 
way… A special tribute of VNVDV Lifetime 
Membership for only $50. to recognize the Com-

memoration of 50 years and honor the service 
and sacrifice of all those who proudly wore our 
nation’s uniforms in VietNam. This special trib-
ute is to also celebrate & commemorate 
VNVDV’s 25th Anniversary of service our organi-
zation has provided Veterans & our community 
since establishment in 1991.  I encourage all of 
our VietNam Veterans to take part in this recog-
nition tribute. 
 
WE, as individuals, have come a long way since 
Vietnam & the Viet Nam Veterans of Diablo Val-
ley - as a non-profit, grass-root, & all volunteer 
organization has been extremely helpful to our 
fellow Veterans, the local military & continues to 
do a great job in working with our community to 
enhance their impression & commitment to also 
support Veterans. As President, I am EX-
TREMELY Proud of our organization, its 
achievements, its service to others, and how it 
has bonded so many great friendships. Thank 
you for your service. 
 
Now let’s get ready for East Bay Stand Down 
2016!   2,500 Volunteers are needed this 
year. It will be from Sept. 15th thru the 18th  - but 
they can use all the help they can get starting on 
the weekend of the 10th until it opens on the 15th. 
If you have any time to help, please go to East-
baystanddown.org & VOLUNTEER. Remem-
ber…  PROUDLY WE SERVED & now PROUD-

LY WE CONTINUE TO SERVE 
                                                    
We distributed special 50TH Commemorative 
lapel pins to VietNam Veterans at the parade & 
our July meeting.  If you did not receive your pin 
- we will be making another presentation at the 
August Dinner.  
 
Please review all the upcoming events in this issue of 
the INCOMING news and participate in as many as 
you are able.  Stay active & get the full rewards of 
being a member of one of the most active service 
organizations.  
 

WILLIAM “BILL” GREEN 
President 2016 
PH:  925 / 683-3293 
E:  BillGreen@aol.com 



In the film “THE UN-

KNOWNS”  you wit-

ness behind the 

scenes, never seen 

before view of volun-

teers from the U.S. 

Army’s most elite cer-

emonial unit taking 

on the intense train-

ing cycle at the Tomb 

of the Unknown Sol-

dier in Arlington Na-

tional Cemetery.   

Take the journey with 

the ‘New Men’ as they 

progress through a 

strict gauntlet of in-

struction, correction, 

& the endless pursuit 

of perfection. Watch 

as these soldiers are 

exposed to the rich 

history & honorable 

traditions of the 

brotherhood of Senti-

nels who guard the 

Tomb. Thank you Steve 

BAY AREA NEWS GROUP 



EBSD receives generous support from tri-valley donors. 
Final Community Planning Meeting - Aug. 9 in Danville 

Kaiser Permanente Director Scott Whitacre & Kaiser Employees attended the East 

Bay Stand Down 2016 July community planning meeting in Danville, along with 

about 100 other interested members of groups - organizations – churches – corpo-

rations - non-profits & community supporters.  These informational, public plan-

ning meetings are held on the 2nd Tuesday of each month to provide information & 

updates on the September 15 through 18 East Bay Stand Down community support 

event.  The objective is to provide a “helping hand-up… not a hand-out” to our bay 

area homeless Veterans & at-risk Veterans who unfortunately “slipped through the 

system” of benefits & assistance they earned through their military service to our na-

tion. 



 

VOLUNTEER ON-LINE NOW for EAST BAY STAND DOWN 

The 2016 East Bay Stand Down (EBSD) is scheduled for September 15 through 18, 2016 at 

Alameda County Fairgrounds in Pleasanton - the original four-day Stand Down in the U.S. 

ATTEND AUGUST 9TH PUBLIC ADVANCE PLANNING MEETING - TUE  6PM 

EBSD 2016 final public, community informational meetings will be held in Danville on 

TUESDAY - AUGUST 9th at 1800 Hrs. (6PM) at VETERANS MEMORIAL BUILDING of San 

Ramon Valley - 400 Hartz Avenue - in Danville, CA.  Use Prospect Street Entrance Doors 

ALL Volunteers - community organizations - clubs - businesses - churches & interested indi-

viduals are encouraged to attend to discover how you can support & assist in EBSD - our major 

community effort to end homelessness for our military Veterans.  The 2016 event will be held 

at the Alameda fairgrounds & 2,500 community volunteers are needed.  Volunteers are 

needed prior to the event - to aid with set-up & after the close of EBSD for the tear-down & 

storage of the encampment.   Advance Registration a MUST & is now OPEN on website. 

Businesses - organizations & individuals can  help “sponsor” EBSD 2016.  The August public 

community planning meeting is an excellent venue to show your support  & present your 

“Sponsorship Donation Checks.”  Major Sponsorship begins at $5,000.00.  Non-profit groups 

can sponsor a “Tent” for $500.  & Business & organization “Tent” sponsorship is $1,000.  

NOTE:  All East Bay Stand Down (EBSD) donation & sponsor checks should be made payable 

to - Diablo Valley Veterans Foundation, a 501(c)3 non-profit foundation funding EBSD. 

If you have questions - about EBSD - volunteering - support - wish list needs or other… 

check the EBSD website at:  www.EastBayStandDown.org   NOTE: No Walk-In Volunteers 

All registration must be done in advance on-line using the EastBayStandDown website.  

“Volunteer Sign-Up” is now OPEN  & Coordinators of each areas have identified positions & 

time slots available to Volunteer.  2,500 Volunteers are needed… please go online & register 

to Volunteer... BEFORE the event - DURING the event & AFTER the EBSD 2016 event.  

 The EBSD “Executive Board” meets at 1700 Hrs. prior to the public planning meeting. Volunteers are always 

needed to help setting up chairs & putting them away prior to & after public community meeting. REMEMBER…. 

NO on-site Volunteer Registration Available - NO Walk-Ins… All Volunteers MUST Register in ADVANCE! 

Help spread the word & help get other organizations - churches - non-profits - service 

clubs - businesses aware & volunteer & support homeless Veterans at EBSD 2016. 



HOT SUMMER NIGHTS  -  JULY 14, 2016 

Danville’s Hot Summer Nights Car Show 

This is the 22nd year! Please join us …. On Thurs-

day August 11th from 4PM to 9PM 







VNVDV Dinner - July 2016   



VNVDV Pass Out Flags To Celebrate The Fourth and 

Recognize the 50th Anniversary of Viet Nam 



V3 Hopfest DISCOUNT TICKETS! 
 

Just a quick note to let our veterans support organizations know about a 

35% discount to V3 Hopfest on September 17th in San Ramon that will only 

be available via our FACEBOOK  page. 

 

Find us on FACEBOOK, like our page, and get the coupon code that will be 

available July 28 – August 3! Please share widely!!  I know many of you are 

probably involved in East Bay Stand Down that weekend, but feel free to 

share this email with others who might be interested. 

  

As you know, the beer festival is preceded by a charity bike ride – one of 

the finest in the East Bay – whose proceeds benefit the Sentinels of Free-

dom Scholarship Foundation.  Over the past two years, our Rotary club has 

given over $33,000 to Sentinels and to other veterans support organiza-

tions.  

  

Once again, we will have 20-25 NorCal craft breweries pouring their finest 

and a FANTASTIC band – Wolf Hamlin and the Front Porch Drifters!   

  

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me 

at dvsrv3@gmail.com 

  

Gayle Larson 

Dougherty Valley - San Ramon Rotary Club 

Hi all, I wanted to summarize what we have planned so far for the BBQ this Satur-

day. Please send out this invite to anyone who you think will be interested. If they 

sign up for the Viewer Advisory Panel it will be free to attend, if not we are asking 

for $10 donations which we will collect at the event. In the Evite I’ve included a 

link to sign up for the panel and the Evite has also gone out to panel members. 

The focus will be for panel members to be celebrated and fed. Although, if we can 

get some other friends of the show to attend and pitch in for food that would be 

great too. http://evite.me/vEFnhV2CPN 

  

http://v3hopfest.com/
https://www.facebook.com/events/1559642717651569/
http://sentinelsoffreedom.org/
http://sentinelsoffreedom.org/
mailto:dvsrv3@gmail.com
http://evite.me/vEFnhV2CPN


VNVDV Fourth of July Celebration With the Blue Star Moms 

Post Parade Relaxation 





A Special Thanks to Mike Conklin and the Senti-

nels of Freedom  for the Float Recognizing the 



THANKS to the VNVDV June 

Dinner Speakers Debra 

Johnson for her continuing 

effort to locate pictures of 

Viet Nam KIAs from Contra 

Costa County and Nathan 

Johnson speaking on Veter-

ans’ Benefits, updates and 

VNVDV Member August Birthdays 

 Jack Enright   Army  Anthony Bettencourt  Army 

 Denver Mills   Navy  Ed Meshinsky  Army 

 Phil Butler   Navy  Carl Swanson  Army 

 Leo Brunning  Air Force Bob Wright   Marine 

 Jack Bailey   Marine  James Hart   Marine 

 Art Gaskin   Army  Mike Martin   Navy 

Special Recognition to Jack Bailey  -  Leo Brunning  -  Art Gaskin 

VNVDV Honorary Life Members and World War II Veterans 

Welcome to new Member Paul Cahalen 









Our Contra Costa County Veterans Service Office reported that Army One Source has compiled data on 

Contra Costa County (and other counties as well). This data is available online at http://
www.aosresourcecenter.com/data/search-data-maps  

When reviewing estimated enlisted separations from service from 4/1/15 to 1/31/17 
& this is what the data shows: 

  
West County: 53 of 301 total enlisted military separations or 18% 

Central County (Concord, Walnut Creek, Pleasant Hill, LaMorinda): 98 of 301 or 32% 
South County (Alamo, Danville, San Ramon): 29 of 301 or 10% 

East County (Pittsburg & East): 117 of 301 or 39%  
Unknown: 4 of 301 or 1% 

  
This information helps our office with its planning for future service delivery.  

Because of this data and high demand, we have recently added an additional day of service to 
our Brentwood outstation. 
Here is a summary of all of our locations & hours: 

  
Martinez:  Monday – Thursday 9am -12pm & 1pm – 4pm & Fridays 9 am – 12pm.  Drop in only 

San Pablo:  Tuesdays 9am – 12pm & 1pm – 4pm.   Drop in only 
Danville:   Wednesdays 10am – 2pm.   Appointment only 

Brentwood:   Tuesdays & Thursdays 9am – 12pm & 12:30pm – 3:30pm.   Appointment only 
  
Costa County Veterans Service Office addresses & phone numbers for appointments - please visit our 

website at:   www.contracosta.ca.gov/vets 

 
The VNVDV strongly encourages All Veterans & those returning from the Military to always seek 
support from your Veteran Advocate / Service Representative at the Contra Costa County Veter-
ans Service Office in Martinez or one of the outstations.  

http://www.aosresourcecenter.com/data/search-data-maps
http://www.aosresourcecenter.com/data/search-data-maps
http://www.contracosta.ca.gov/vets


Because You Chose To  Proudly Serve 

Oakmont Memorial Park Cemetery in Lafayette is offering 

major financial assistance to all Veterans and Veteran Spous-

es on both Traditional and Cremation Property. 

Pre-Planning Lifts the Burdens Off Your Loved Ones 

Contact: Thomas Corbett, Vet-

eran Liaison Officer, LIC# 44629
(925) 935-3311, (925) 216-4785 

TCOAK8@gmail.com 

 



Danville “VSO” Outstation - 400 Hartz 

Ave. Open every Wednesday from 10 

to 2 for Veterans & family member.  

Schedule your “benefit check-up”  

appointment by calling the County 

VSO in Martinez at:  925/ 313-1481 

SAT  Morning Social Coffee in Danville 

Join fellow Veterans each Saturday AM 

from 8-11at Veterans Memorial Building 

Hosts: Hank Glauser - Art Gaskin & Lee 

Halverson & the Veterans Memorial Building 

Join Us for a few minutes or an hour—Drop In! 

 

Contra Costa County Veterans Service Office 

WATCH VETERANS’ VOICES on CCTV Every Month on the 3rd Monday 

Veterans’ Voices - our VSO TV Show Airs Live Every 3rd Monday at 7PM. 
 

Each month you’re invited to call in, text or live chat with the hosts & guests.  Be a part of the conversation and you can 
help other vets who are struggling with the same issue.  New topics every month - 3rd Monday! 

Veterans’ Voices will be broadcast live/online on CCTV every third Monday, from 7:00 p.m. until 8:00 p.m. The show is 
a joint production of the Contra Costa County Veterans Service Office & Contra Costa Television (CCTV.)  It is underwritten 
by a grant from the California Department of Veterans Affairs.  “Veterans’ Voices” airs the third Monday every month at 
7:00 p.m. on CCTV.  “VETERANS’ VOICES” will be promoting the WALK of HONOR in their MAY TV Show 
 
CCTV and Veterans’ Voices can be found on Comcast Channel 27, Astound Channel 32 and AT&T U-Verse Channel 99 
throughout Contra Costa County.  If you missed this edition… Catch it and all other prior shows or watch the show live 
online by visiting: http://www.contracostatv.org/veteransvoices.  All previous shows are on-demand 24/7 & If your or-
ganization can help support an episode of Veterans’ Voices - contact Nathan Johnson our County VSO for more info. 
 
If you know non-profit Foundations supporting “education” - “history” - “military issues” - Veterans, or other - please 
advise County Service Officer Nathan Johnson - Funding support is needed to continue these CCTV “Veterans’ Voices 
special monthly TV shows to provide this valuable information for returning veterans & their family members. If you 
have any TV or production skills or are willing to learn - stop by the CCTV studios on the 3rd Monday prior to the live 
broadcasting of Veterans’ Voices… YOU may be able to help or learn to help & reduce production costs of shows.  

  Veterans’ Voices will be providing information on East Bay Stand Down & the Sept. 15-18 event. 

http://www.contracostatv.org/veteransvoices


Please SUPPORT  &  FOLLOW NEWS from some of our SUPPORTERS & FRIENDS WEBSITES: 

Contra Costa  County Veterans Service Office - Open in Danville every Wednesday - call 925 / 313-1481 for Appt. 

All Wars Memorial and obtaining AWM Pavers at Oak Hill Park - visit:   www.AllWarsMemorial.org  

Marines Memorial Association / Hotel / Club in SF - Visit their website at:  www.MarineClub.com 

Sentinels of Freedom Scholarship Foundation - visit:  www.SentinelsofFreedom.org 

Wheelchair Foundation & Wine for Wheels - Support our those in need of mobility - Visit:  www.WineforWheels.org & see VNVDV 

Blue Star Moms #101 website:  www.bluestarmoms.org  &  Blue Star Moms #20 website: www.ccbluestarmoms.org 

VNVDV website to see more about the VietNam Veterans of Diablo Valley  at:  www.VNVDV.org 
 

See other website LINKS listed inside this edition of the INCOMING News & on our website. 
 

VISIT THE VMB/SRV’s WEBSITE - for the VETERANS MEMORIAL BUILDING  at: www.VMBSRV.org 

Thank you for your 

support of VNVDV 

EAST BAY STAND DOWN Registration is Now OPEN online 

AWM ENGRAVING ONLY TWO TIMES A 

YEAR - Only 25 Blank Pavers Remain 

Do you have Your AWM Paver Ordered? 

Don’t wait - Honor a veteran, friend, neighbor, 

family member with a Paver Tribute!  Only - 

$250.00   
Engraving is only performed in the Spring & Fall. Take 

time to visit the AWM website for an order form & more 

historical & educational information about all wars.  

www.AllWarsMemorial.org  



California Veteran Driver License & ID Card 
As a Veteran - you can obtain a DMV “Veteran” designation on your Driver’s License 

The California Department of Motor Vehicles (DMV) and the California Department of Veterans Af-

fairs (CalVet) has a new program honoring Veterans & recognizes the military service by allowing 

them to apply for a "Veteran" designation on California driver licenses & identification (ID) cards. 

All Veterans are encouraged to contact our local Contra Costa County Veteran Service Office in 

Martinez or one of their outstations to start the process.  In addition, Veterans can learn about 

“earned benefits” from their military service.   A “Veteran” designation on a California Driver’s Li-

cense or ID Card will aid Veterans show their status as a certified Veteran & take advantage of busi-

nesses proving offers and/or discounts to Veterans. 

How to obtain your “Veteran” designation for a driver license or ID card - It’s easy: 

 Get Records. Find your military discharge certificate (DD214).  If you need assistance obtaining 

your military records, then contact our County Veteran Service Officer (CVSO) in Martinez. 

 Visit any Contra Costa County Veteran Service Office. Take your DD214 and 

government identification to the CVSO to obtain your Veteran Status Verification Form.  For faster 

CVSO service, you can contact our local CVSO by calling 925/ 313-1481 to find out locations & 

hours of CVSO outstations, and their main Contra Costa County office is in Martinez  

 Visit Any DMV.  Go online or call DMV for an appointment.  Then bring your Veteran Status Veri-

fication Form to any DMV field office.  Pay any application fees, in addition to a $5.00 Veteran 

designation fee, and complete all application & testing requirements.  To schedule an appoint-

ment at a DMV office, visit www.dmv.ca.gov or call 800-777-0133. 

AS A REMINDER, IT’S THAT TIME OF YEAR!   WE MUST REQUEST ALL MEMBERS & GUESTS RE-

FRAIN FROM  ANY & ALL POLITICAL DISCUSSIONS & COMMENTS AT ALL MEETINGS - DINNERS 

& ORGANIZATIONAL  FUNCTIONS.  EVERYONE MAY HAVE A DIFFERENT OPINION & THAT’S FI-

NE!  THIS IS A REQUIREMENT TO PROTECT OUR NON-PROFIT VETERAN SERVICE ORGANIZA-

TION & STATUS.  THIS IS AN ABSOLUTE - NO EXCEPTIONS!   WE PROUDLY SERVED TO PROVIDE 

FREEDOM AND EVERYONE’S RIGHTS &  WE DO STRONGLY ENCOURAGE ALL VETERANS TO EX-

ERCISE YOUR PERSONAL  FREEDOM AND VOTE YOUR PERSONAL BELIEFS .    



Aug 2016 

PRESIDENT - 

   William  “Bill”  Green 

VICE  PRESIDENT - 

   Dennis Giacovelli  

TREASURER  

   Mike Slattengren 

SECRETARY 

   Clifford  DeCuir 

  

MEMBERSHIP  

   Joe Callaway   

DIRECTOR - at - LARGE 

   John Schafgans 

DIRECTOR  of  EVENTS 

   Jerry Yahiro   

SPEAKERS BUREAU 

   Mike Martin   

INFORMATION 

   Jon Robbins   

PROCUREMENT 

   John “T. J.”  Trujillo   

PUBLIC  RELATIONS 

   John “jgr”  Reese 

PAST  PRESIDENTS 

 

Ray La Rochelle 

 

Michael Slattengren 
 

Jerry Yahiro 
 

John Estes 

 

Del  Loewe 

 

Tim  Hart 
 

Mike Weber 

 

Mike McDaniel 

 

Rich Lambert 

 

Ron Azarcon 
 

Bill Picton 

 

Norm Mahalich 
 

Established in 1991 

- Join Us in 2016! 

Meeting are OPEN to ALL Veterans - Supporter & Guests 

2016 OFFICERS  &  

BOARD MEMBERS 
2016 




