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Support /
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Activities 

Viet Nam Veterans of Diablo Valley 

SAT  Morning  

Social Coffee… 
 

Join fellow Veterans 

each Saturday  

8AM until 11AM 

At the Veterans  

Memorial Building 

in Danville 

Pastries too! 

Join Us! 

November Speaker 

 

John Gallagher- from “Save 
Mount Diablo” one of the 

Beacon Boyz who restored 
the “Eye of Diablo” 

Greetings - A busy month of Veteran’s 

Day activities & events... followed by 

our annual Holiday Appreciation 

Dinner on Thursday - Dec. 3rd.  our 

largest dinner for members, spouses, 

guests & supporters… reservations 

are required in advance. All reser-

vations must be made with Treasurer 

“Slatts” at: slattengren.vnvdv@gmail.com  

with your meal choice – Prime Rib -  

Salmon or Veggie dinner.  This dinner 

is a “sell-out” & Crow Canyon Coun-

try Club requires an advance count 

on dinners to be served. Please make 

your reservations NOW - prior to the 

deadline Tuesday, Nov. 24th.  Bring 

a new unwrapped toy on Dec. 3rd. 

 2016 SUPER CRAB FEED  

We need your assistance… Now is 

the time to start soliciting your favor-

ite haunts for donations for the Silent 

Auction & Raffle. It only takes ONE 

donation from EACH member to 

ensure a successful event.  Tickets for 

the Crab Feed event are available 

from our Treasurer Slatts at $45. order 

now: slattengren.vnvdv@gmail.com 

Best Crab Feed for 12 years! 
 

ELECTION of OFFICERS 

& DIRECTORS in NOV. 

Ballot in Newsletter 

Continued page two 

Reserve your Seats for 

Holiday Dinner Dec. 3rd 

Reservations a Must 

$45 per ticket 

Remember to bring TOY! 

VNVDV Crab Feed  

Selling Out  Fast   

Sunday - Feb. 7th  

Get your Crab Feed 

Tickets Now - $45. 
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VETERANS DAY WEEKEND PUBLIC 

MILITARY DISPLAY EVENT AT VMB 

SAT - NOV. 7 & SUN. NOV. 8 

The Veterans Memorial Building in Danville 

will be hosting a large, free public display of 

military memorabilia in the Main Hall of the 

VMB.  This will be the most educations & his-

torical displays ever held.  If you have mili-

tary items to add to the event, or some inter-

esting or unusual items...  contact Tim Sam-

mons at the VMB for details.  Dennis 

Giacovelli & Art Gaskins still seeking vol-

unteer Docents to assist staffing the week-

end displays & assist visitors with the his-

tory & education.  The weekend event is 

Free & Open to the Public. Help pass the word 

& Invite family -  friends & neighbors to see 

this educational exhibit for all ages. Only on 

Sat. Nov. 7 & Sun. Nov 8 - military vehicles too! 

VETERANS DAY REMEMBRANCE 

NOV 11, 2015 

 The San Ramon Valley Veterans Service Or-

ganizations (VSOs) are conducting their an-

nual joint event at the San Ramon Valley 

High School Performance Arts Center. Jer-

ry Yahiro is this year’s chair from the VNVDV 

joining with the A.L. Post 246 - MCL Det. 942 & 

VFW Post 75.  This year’s event will feature a 
Special Salute to Women in the Military.  It is 

a Wednesday- NOV. 11th -  plan to attend. 

 “PROUDLY WE SERVED” and continue to 

serve veterans and our community.   
 

VNVDV Holiday Appreciation & Recognition Dinner & 

Annual TOY Drive for Operation Santa & Toys for Tots 

Thursday – DEC. 3rdrd  Social 5 / Dinner 6 

President Ray La Rochelle has been busy attending & planning 
many events, although few as important as his year-end personal 
opportunity to host our annual membership & supporter recog-
nition dinner.  Once a year, the VNVDV takes extra time to gather 
as a group with our  members – spouses – family – friends & sup-
porters... our annual Christmas Holiday Dinner in December is our 

largest dinner meeting – always exceeding 125. 
 

Reservations are required to enable Crow Canyon Country Club 
Chef to plan & prepare for our gala!. This is our only dinner 
needing your RSVP in advance.  Please ALL members & guests 
- confirm your required number of seats & meal selection for our 
DEC. Holiday Dinner with VNVDV Treasurer “Slatts” at:  Slatten-

gren.VNVDV@gmail.com & remember to select one meal choice/

dinner for each seats requested.  Choose from the following:  
PRIME RIB  /  SALMON  or  VEGGIE for each meal. 
 

The dinner details:: 8 oz. Prime Rib  or  6 oz. Salmon or Veggie 
dinner.  Salad will be served without dressing & two choices of 
dressing will be on each table.  Bread baskets will be set up on 
each table with all place settings.  Coffee/Tea will be served with 

Yule Log for dessert.  Price: $45. per person / RSVP. 
 

We have a maximum number of 150 seats available for our annual 
dinner gala.  If you are bringing a group & desire sitting together - 
please inform “Slatts” know the number.  Make reservations early 

to attend, especially groups… Reservations a Must!  
 

Deadline for reservations:  Wednesday, November 23th  
(Thanksgiving Eve).  We must give Crow Canyon a final count.  
Please make your reservations prior to the deadline. Thanks 

. 

Please note:  Due to the large crowd, & County Club requirements 
- no one will be admitted for meal without advanced reservation for 
this one special dinner.  We sometimes have a limited number of 
single seats available for someone attending the program only.  
Seating preference will go to guests with a meal ticket. All guests 
are asked to “Check-In” at the dinner & obtain your meal selection 
tickets.  If you have questions prior to the event - contact Mike 

“Slatts” Slattengren: slattengren.vnvdv@gmail.com  
 

Please remember again  this year at our December Holiday 
Dinner Gala we host our annual Toy Drive  - collecting new 
TOYS for Operation Santa & Toys for Tots to support our mili-
tary serving & veteran families in need. Bring your toys! 

mailto:slattengren.vnvdv@gmail.com




November Highlights on Veterans Day Activities & Events 

Providing All Veterans & Supporters with a handy Veteran’s Day “Highlight” Calendar List 

Friday Nov. 6th  -  1:00 PM - VSO Volunteers Needed to Set-up Military Exhibits &  Displays at the 

VMB - Help setting up tables / display racks  and moving display items & setting them up. 

Saturday Nov. 7th  -  7:00 AM  -  Contra Costa Blue Star Moms  5K/10K Race  -  Hillcrest Park Concord  

-  to support funds for Packages to the Troops.  Run or Walk & support the BSMs. 

Saturday Nov. 7th  -  9AM—10:30AM - Veterans Pancake Breakfast - All Veterans Invited for Free Pan-

cake Breakfast - VMB 2nd Floor - Hosted by Assemblywomen Catherine Baker  -  RSVP   925-328-1515 

Saturday Nov. 7th  -  9:00 AM  to 4:00 PM - VMB Danville - Free / Public Historical Military Exhibits & 

Displays Open 11AM - Swingin Blues Stars Singers & 1PM - Special Military Women’s Panel (2nd floor)  

Saturday Nov. 7th - 5PM - VMB Development Committee  Private Reception to honor VMB Donors. 

VSOs Invited & VMB Committee Members & Docents - RSVP through President/Commander to:   

Ray-L@Pacbell.net  -  VSO limited number of guests - contact Ray if Not on a VMB Committee/Docent - 

Business or Military Attire requested - Museum  & Reception Opens at 5PM - Program at:  5:45PM 

Sunday Nov. 8th  -  10:00 AM to 3:00 PM - Historical & Educational Military Displays & Military Vehi-

cles at Danville VMB  -  Fun for all ages… share America’s Military History with your entire family. 

Sunday Nov. 8th  -  3:30PM - Break-down of  VMB Display & Exhibits VSO Volunteers Needed - Assist 

with removal & storage of tables & display racks.  No heavy lifting - just need to clear the Main Hall 

Monday Nov. 9th  - 5PM to 8PM - East Bay Blue Star Moms  Fundraiser  “Tips for the Troops”  -  

Gianni’s Italian Bistro  -  San Ramon - Call & make reservations to attend 925 /  

Tuesday Nov. 10th - 10AM  - Contra Costa County Board of Supervisors Veterans Day Ceremony - 

Recognizing Viet Nam Veterans in BOS Chambers - 651 Pine Street - Martinez - Program at 11AM 

Wednesday Nov. 11th  -  10:30AM - San Ramon Valley Veteran’s Day Recognition Program  at  San  

Ramon Valley High School  - Performing Arts Center - Sponsored by SRV VSOs with Tribute to Women 

in the Military - Doors Open 10AM - Music & Video Program begin 10:30AM - Program at 11AM 
 

Wednesday Nov. 11th  -  10:30AM - SRV Veteran Service Organization Reception - Veterans Memorial 

Building - Danville - Honoring the Women of the Military recognized at our annual Nov. 11th Veterans 

Day program - Reception hosted by Military Officers Assoc (MOAA) & the Blue Star Moms.  
 

Thursday Nov. 12th  -  10 AM - St. Isadore's  Veterans Day Observance at Msgr. Cardelli Center  - at 

the school on La Gonda Way in Danville - All Veterans encouraged to attend Veteran’s Day Programs  

 

Note:  There are exceptional Veteran’s Day Observances & Recognition programs throughout our 

County… if you cannot attend our San Ramon Valley programs… please remember Veteran’s Day & 

attend a program near you… and remember to Thank our Veterans for their Military Service. 

Women Veteran’s Panel on Saturday 
Nov. 7th at 1PM - 2nd floor VMB 

 Special Veterans Day Recognition Panel 
featuring Varied Military Experiences...  

A Tribute to Women in the Military 
Don’ miss this opportunity to hear an exceptional 

panel of Veterans on Saturday 
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What’s Happening in November 

Saturday - Nov. 7th 2015 

Hillcrest Park - Concord 

Walnut Creek ELKS Lodge 

Thanks all those who served 

RSVP to Walnut Creek ELKS Lodge 

Call:  925 / 935 - 1811 

November 11th at 11AM 

Willow Pass Softball Fields 









This month remember to:   

Make your December Holiday Dinner 

Reservations.  Do it Today & reserve your 

seats at our Annual VNVDV Appreciation/

Recognition Dinner Gala - Thur - Dec. 3rd 

Members – Friends – Supporters & Sponsors – 

RSVP  TODAY to: Treasurer Mike Slattengren 

E-Mail at:  slattengren.vnvdv@gmail.com & please 

include  “dinner selection”  Choice: (Prime Rib / Salmon / Veggie) 
 

This is a great time of the year and the VNVDV Gala 
is not to be missed.  Please join with us and our 
Sponsors & Supports to bring in the Holidays!  

Everyone is encouraged to Join us this time of for the Annual 

Holiday Dinner.  This is a sit-down & served meal - planned with 

a fun-filled evening of holiday music & cheer - great food - good 

friends + recognition & appreciation - including the: 

Gary Villalba Dedicated Veteran Service Award  

Veteran of the Year / Volunteer of the Year  

& other recognition & presentations + a great evening of fun!  

Everyone is Invited…  Open invitation to All... 

so please make your reservation to JOIN US for our  

year-end Gala Event on Thursday - December 3rd.    

Social Hour begins at 1700 with dinner following after 1800 at 

Crow Canyon Country Club in San Ramon. $45.  

 

To All Members / Supporters / Friends / Sponsors— 

Please remember  your New – unwrapped “TOY Donations”  to  

benefit “OPERATION SANTA CLAUS”  & “TOYS for TOTS” 

mailto:slattengren.vnvdv@gmail.com


Honoring Our Military  
Men and Women  

WE'RE PROUD TO SUPPORT THEIR COURAGEOUS SER-
VICE, FAMILIES AT HOME AND CIVILIAN PURSUITS  
 

Tesoro has a strong commitment to assisting our 
military's active and veteran Tesoro has a 
strong commitment to assisting our military's 
active and veteran communities. While our Human Resources Department 
actively seeks out veterans when hiring opportunities arise, Tesoro also 
seeks out community investment opportunities in an ongoing effort to hon-
or those men and women who've selflessly given of themselves in service of 
this great nation.  
 
The largest investment by the Martinez Refinery each year in support of military families is 
Operation Santa Claus, an event sponsored primarily by Tesoro in partnership with the 
Viet Nam Veterans of Diablo Valley. The December 2014 event hosted families of 110 active -
duty, wounded and killed-in-action military personnel. The families were treated to a tradi-
tional holiday experience that included a visit and picture with Santa Claus, stuffed Christ-
mas stockings, sledding on a hill of manufactured but real snow, an opportunity to make 
their very own stuffed animal, games, face painting, a present from Santa's Workshop, plus 
a catered holiday meal with all the fixings. The festivities culminated in a raffle for fully 
decorated Christmas trees, handcrafted quilts and two weekend stays at a Lake Tahoe cab-
in. We thank the Blue Star Moms for their support of Operation Santa Claus each year.  

 

Our DEC Holiday Dinner is the 

time of our Annual Toy Drive to 

collect new, unwrapped toys for 
Operation Santa Claus.  These 

new toys will be used with TESO-
RO GOLDEN EAGLE REFIN-

ERY who generously agreed to 

continue their support of OPERA-

TION SANTA CLAUS for 2015. 

VNVDV members are asked to 

participate by bringing  “New Un

-Wrapped Toys” to the Dec 3th 

Holiday Dinner.  The goal is to 

collect toys ($15-$20) for both male & female children of all ages, especially 
TEENS!  The toys will be distributed to children of specially invited military fam-

ilies, including U.S. Coast Guard, Gold Star Families, Reserve/National Guard 
families and GWOT families… selected & invited by their Command.  Shop now 

for your gift!  Extra Toys are used at Toys for Tots & the Concord Vet Centers “Santa 
Visit” - we do need your Toys at DEC. Holiday Dinner.  Teen items needed the 

most.  The VNVDV thanks you for your generous donation of toys this year! 

Operation Santa 
Claus, an event spon-
sored primarily by 
Tesoro in partnership 
with the Viet Nam Vet-
erans of Diablo Valley 
and the BSM.  



BLUE STAR MOMS  

EAST BAY CHAPTER  101 

DANVILLE, CA 

PERMANENT DONATION DROP OFF SITE: 

Better Homes & Gardens Real Estate 

   630 San Ramon Valley Blvd. 

   Danville, Ca 94526 

Donations items may be dropped off there by the 

community during their regular business hours:  

 Mon - Fri, 9:00 AM to 5:00 PM 

 Thank you to the Staff at Better Homes Realty in 

Danville!  

FAVORITE ITEMS TO DONATE TO THE TROOPS = 

JUST ADD WATER (INDIVIDUAL Serving Sizes) Instant Coffee Packets - Sugar - Powdered Creamer, Powdered Drink Mixes -  

Crystal Light - Propel, etc. Liquid Water - Energy Enhancer Drops, Instant Oatmeal, Hot Cocoa, Hot Cider  

 TRAVEL SIZE PERSONAL ITEMS Flushable Wipes - Disposable Razors Lip balm - Chap Stick Dental Floss – Toothbrushes 

Eye Drops - Pocket Tissue - Hand Warmers 

 PROTEINS (Individual SINGLE Serving Sizes) Tuna or chicken - foil pouches - pull top cans Tuna - Chicken box w/crackers Beef 

jerky - Slim Jims, Protein Bars - Cliff - Muscle Milk Bars Peanut butter - Jiff to go Box type lunch kits 

 CLOTHING White/Black COTTON Long Athletic Socks Dark Colored, Knit Hats/Beanies 

 STOCKING STUFFERS AND ENTERTAINMENT Silly Putty - Nerf or Tennis Balls - Yo-Yos Crossword Puzzles - Word 

Search - Sudoku Playing Cards - DVD’s 

 SNACKS (INDIVIDUALLY Wrapped Packages) Nuts All Kinds - Trail Mix - Corn Nuts - Sunflower Seeds Chex Mix - Hard 

Candy - Mints – Gum Granola Bars (non nutri-grain) - Pop Tarts, Dried Fruit (raisins, etc.) Fruit Snacks, Canned Fruit (no plastic) Crack-

ers plain/w/Cheese - Cheese Packs (non-refrig types) 

 SPECIALTY ITEMS Ground Coffee (Peet’s & Starbucks) Local Grocery Store Gift Cards Zip Lock Brand Bags (all sizes) 

 Please do not forget encouraging letters/postcards from home/schools, they love to receive them!! 

 Note:  We can’t ship glass containers, so plastic or metal only please!  We can’t send religious material, 

perishable foods, pork, fireworks, firearms, aerosol cans or pornographic material.  

All donations of items and especially for the required postage ($14.00 for each box) is 

greatly appreciated! Our Troops thank you! This is our small way to thank them!  

  Small, individual, and travel sizes preferred... PLEASE 
 



Flag Pole Dedication Ceremony 

Veterans Services Organization Martinez 

Nathan Johnson, Contra Costa Veterans Services Office, planned & chaired the dedication ceremony of the 

Flag Pole and Gardens designed as a Living Memorial for all. Featured are tribute benches and a program to 

provide continuing nurture of the Memorial. Contributing to the Ceremony were Martinez VFW Color Guard, 

Gold Star Parents, Blue Star Moms, Veterans of WWII and Operation of Iraqi Freedom, and VNVDV members. 

The Flag flown is the donation of GSP David Graves and the Flag draped the coffin of his son. Visit our VSO. 



VNVDV Dinner Speakers On-Deck:
      

November 5 John Gallagher- from “Save Mount Diablo” one of the Beacon Boyz who re-
stored the “Eye of Diablo” 

December 3  Annual Holiday Appreciation Dinner - Reservations Required 

No speaker—Music by the SRVHS Choral Group—Gary Villalba—recognition 

and awards for service to our Veterans & more!  Make your  reservations  

Special Thanks 

to our September Speakers from World Airways  

and their story of dedication to save Vietnamese 

babies after the fall of Saigon in 1975 and their 

return to VN in 2005 

Above: Yolanda Vega 

Upper Left: Veronica Villano, 

Kenneth Healy, Yolanda Vega 

Left: Peter Villano, Warren West 



Veterans Voices, October 19th, featured interviews  with Viet Nam Veterans in consideration of the 

anniversary of the 40th year since Saigon fell to the Communist North Viet Nam. Steve Burchik discussed his 

book Compass and a Camera.  VNVDV members  were asked about their experiences when they returned 

to the States. MCL member Jim Townsend offered not only his experiences but also his wife’s memories as a 

stewardess for flights in and out of Viet Nam. With a non Veteran perspective Frances Nguyen related her 

escape in April 1975 and successful relocation to the US. Mike Weber and John Gianni offered veteran 

views on returning to Viet Nam. Finally Janna Hohne updated her project to obtain photos of all services 

members on the Wall—FACES NEVER FORGOTTEN.  Watch Veteran Voices past episodes on-line any-

time on CCTV or LIVE on the 3rd Monday at 7PM—call-in and ask your questions each month. 





Your monthly TV Show for all Veterans & their Family on CCTV 

LIVE on the 3rd Monday of Each Month & All Previous Episodes Available On-Demand 

Visit http://www.contracosta.ca.gov/5163/Veterans-Voices 

 

Veterans: Watch Veterans Voices LIVE on the 3rd Monday each month at 1900 Hrs - 7PM 

Past episodes are available on-line… 24/7 - catch-up & watch all educational episodes. 



A great event for 
the entire family 
to learn about 
American Histo-
ry & the Freedom 
our Veterans 
provided for all 
of us to enjoy.  
Come out & cele-
brate Veteran’s 
Day Weekend at 
the Veterans Me-
morial Building  
of San Ramon 
Valley in Dan-
ville.  Sat  Nov. 
7th & Sun. Nov. 

8th. 



 

VNVDV Member November Birthdays 

 Michael Karl  11/3    Navy       Bob Franco 11/4    Navy (Deceased 2015)    

 Michael McClosky 11/5 Air Force    “TJ” Trujillo 11/6   Army 

 Tim Sammons 11/7    Navy        Tom Holstrom  11/11 Navy 

 Gary Pforr   11/11 Army        Steve Mazaika 11/14 Army 

 Donald Parker 11/14 Navy        Phil Stage  11/17 Army 

 Slatts Slattengren 11/20 Navy        Kasey Warner 11/24 Navy 

 Dave Corozza 11/27 Air Force     Steve Shirley 11/27 Army 

                Bob Poirier    11/29 Navy 

October Meeting 

Joe and Guest Doug Payne (father 

below) whose father served with Joe 

Lt. Chuck 

Payne a 

good friend. 

He had a 

great smile. 

April 27, 

1967 



 

Encourage you to Follow - Visit & Support Groups who Support Us... 
 

Danville Veterans Memorial Building:   www.VMBSRV.org 
“Operation Welcome Home” event can be found at: www.DiabloValleyFlagBrigade.com  

All Wars Memorial & obtaining AWM Pavers at Oak Hill Park - visit:   www.AllWarsMemorial.org  

Marines Memorial Association / Hotel & Club in SF - Visit their website:  www.MarineClub.com 

Sentinels of Freedom Scholarship Foundation - visit:  www.SentinelsofFreedom.org 

Wheelchair Foundation & Wine for Wheels - Support mobility - Visit:  www.WineforWheels.org  

Blue Star Moms #101:  www.bluestarmoms.org  & Blue Star Moms #20: www.ccbluestarmoms.org 

And many others... 

Visit our own VNVDV website to see more about the VietNam Veterans of Diablo Valley  at:  

www.VNVDV.com 

Visit our Dinner Meetings and see Our website for additional listings & Links  

Activities - Events - Programs & Projects 



GREAT DINING 



The Annual Meeting Election for Officers & Directors is operated & controlled by the Nomination & Elec-

tion Committee appointed for 2016:  Chair - Past President Del Loewe, serving with Past President Mike 

Weber & Past President  Rich Lambert as the official members of the 2016 Elections Committee.  Voting 

will occur using the Official Ballots enclosed in this newsletter and the same will be distributed at our an-

nual meeting on the First Thursday of November at our Thursday Dinner Meeting.  The Official Ballot has 

the names of members in good standing who have been nominated to date.  You can write-in your name 

or nominate any member in good standing willing to accept the position.  All members in good 

standing are allowed to vote in the annual election and ALL BALLOTS MUST be SIGNED with your printed 

name also included to be counted in the election.  The Election Committee verifies the vote against the 

current membership roster of all members in good standing.  Voting will take place at the November Din-

ner Meeting and be collected at the meeting by members of the Election Committee Only.   Members 

who are not able to attend or choose to vote by mail may do so and Mail their Official Ballot to the organi-

zation’s official mailing address:  VNVDV - c/o Elections - Post Office Box 2079 - Danville, CA 94526. 

no later than NOV. 15th to be counted in the election.  ALL Ballots must be “completed in full” to be val-

id and counted by the Election Committee.  The votes will be counted by the Election Committee after the 

mailing deadline of November 15, 2015.  Election results will be announced by the Chair of the Election 

Committee at the December Holiday Dinner Meeting & announced in the Incoming.  Any questions 

about the election process or about the “responsibilities” of each office should be directed to any mem-

ber of the nomination & election committee.  Please support our new selection of Officers & Directors. 

The 2016 President will “appoints” various Chairs / Co-Chairs / Assistants and membership support is 

needed in many areas.  This is a great way to learn about the duties - volunteering to help in a significant 

way - keep our organization strong & active helping fellow veterans - those serving and our community.  

There are many easy & relaxing volunteer opportunities available to our members. We strongly encour-

ages all members to consider joining the 2016 team of volunteers which promises to be another fun & ex-

citing year.  Past President Jerry Yahiro sums up his thoughts by noting... “The quality of an organization 

depends on its current leaders’  & the members’ willingness to participate in the administration of the 

organization.”   Volunteer and become more active & involved in “the program of your choice”  in our or-

ganization. Our projects - events & activities are so varied… there is truly something for everybody!  You 

can make a difference.  Join the team in 2016.          
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