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Raymond 
“Ray”  

La Rochelle 
VNVDV 

President 
2015  

Reminds all 
that 

Participation 
at the “Walk 
of Honor” is 

essential for 
the VNVDV 

 

East Bay’s Largest 

 

MEMORIAL DAY - 

Monday  MAY 25 

10:30 - Music 

11AM Program 

 
The Diablo Valley’s 

Largest Veteran  

Remembrance  

 

Oak Hill Park - 

Stone Valley Road  

Town of Danville 

Site of the beautiful 

ALL WARS  

MEMORIAL 

Viet Nam Veterans of Diablo Valley 

Steven Burchik 

  “An Ordinary Year, An 

Extraordinary Time” has 

photography exhibit of 

WALK OF HONOR 2015 

We’re still looking for additional registrations 
to participate in the Phillips 66 7th annual 
Walk of Honor on Armed Forces Day - Satur-
day May 16, 2015.  The web-site is up & run-
ning so sign up and walk to honor your favor-
ite veteran or service member.  Whether you 
can physically do the walk or not please reg-
ister & attend the luncheon, the food is al-
ways great and it is a grand party so come on 

out!  

MEMORIAL DAY –  

features first showing of Memorial 
Wall to the Fallen since the Gulf War… 
at Oak Hill Park one day only Mon-
day—May 25th  

Our Flagship event is coming up fast & we 
need volunteers to serve on the committee, 
carry flags & help with set-up/teardown.  See 
me or Jerry Yahiro if you want to help out.  
This is our 24th annual Memorial Day Cere-
monies event at Oak Hill Park in Danville 
scheduled on May 25, 2015.  We have a 
great speaker lined up & the Danville Com-

munity Band to provide music for the event. 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED at 8AM 

“PROUDLY WE SERVED” & contin-
ue to serve veterans & our community.   

This Saturday 

Armed Forces 

Day 

WALK of HONOR 

May 16, 2014 

Phillips 66  

WALK of HONOR 

Register On-Site 

Walk in "Tribute" 

Crockett, CA 
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To Do List... 
EVENTS YOU SHOULD ATTEND 

 
VMB Veterans Coffee 

Visit VMB Museum  
Every Saturday - 8-11AM 

 

See our County Veteran 

Service Officer 
By Appt. Every Wed 10AM-3PM 

  

 D/SV Rotary Blackhawk 
 Film Festival & Spirit of 

the Old West Exhibit 
Thurs. - MAY 7th - Danville 

 
Phillips 66 - Walk of Honor 

Armed Forces Day 

MAY 16th - Crockett 
 

Memorial Day 

Oak Hill Park 
MAY  25th - Danville 

 

Wheelchair Foundation 15th  

Anniversary Gala - June 13th 
  

4th of July Parade VNVDV 

Flag Distribution - Danville 

Phillips 66 - San Francisco Refinery & Carbon Plant 

Honor the Men and Women who Served Our Nation & those 
serving currently on Armed Forces Day - 3rd Saturday in May 
in Crockett with the “WALK of HONOR” for our veterans!   
 Phillips 66 and the VNVDV invites you to join with us in hon-
oring & celebrating the service of our military veterans on 
May 16th Armed Forces Day 2015. Currently, the employees 
are organizing their “7th Annual Phillips 66 “Walk of Honor” 
a key-stone community event in Crockett sponsored & host-
ed by Phillips 66.  On Saturday, May 16, the "Walk of Hon-
or" is a short walk across the Alfred Zampa Memorial Bridge 
& back - followed by an amazing BBQ luncheon. Last year’s 
event was a huge success. More than 400 employees, con-
tractors, sponsors & local residents participated in the cele-
bration. Phillips 66 event planning team is working hard help 
surpass last years fundraising & attendance milestones, and 
with your help we are sure to succeed! We promise you a 
fun, exciting & fulfilling morning honoring the men & women 
who currently serve our nations and all those who have val-
iantly served our nation.  This event supports our veterans! 
Once again, Phillips 66 is partnering with both the Vietnam 
Veterans of the Diablo Valley (VNVDV), and the Crockett 
Community Services District (CCSD). Phillips 66 equally di-
vide all proceeds from the Walk between these two organi-
zations. The VNVDV is an incredible organization comprised 
of community volunteers who work diligently providing sup-
port services to veterans in need, including hosting the “East 
Bay Stand Down”. The volunteers of the CCSD have under-
taken a huge public benefit challenge, leading the efforts to 
re-store the Crockett Veterans Memorial Building. We are 
very honored to support these two worthy causes and hope 
we can count on your support. 
Registration is OPEN on-site at 8AM the day of the 
event until 9:30 AM. See the website for details:   
http://site.walkofhonor2009.com/Success.html  -  
see the 2015 WALK of HONOR website for event details and 
full schedule at:  www.SFRWalkofHonor.com and contact 
Aimee Lohr at Phillips 66   Please join us in 2015.   



 

 

Memorial Day Remembrance 

Mon. May 25th 

Oak Hill Park in Danville 

Viet Nam Veterans of Diablo Valley are 

working with the All Wars Memorial Foun-

dation to present another successful Memo-

rial Day event & first showing of Fallen Me-

morial Wall of Gulf War & 9/11 at Oak Hill. 

Plan to join us and attend 

The VNVDV will be setting-up cammo and chairs beginning at 0730 at 

Oak Hill Park on May 25th & after the remembrance program we will have 

Our Members Only Family BBQ—meat provided. 

REMEMBER—everyone should bring a side dish—salad or dessert “with 

enough for their family and extra to share with others”. 

Everyone is also responsible for “bringing their own favorite beverage. 

Main dish—condiments and plates/silver wear will be furnished by the Or-

ganization. Bring your own chairs or picnic blanket. 

The Danville Community Band play at 10:30 and the Program 

will start at 11:00.  Visit the Fallen Memorial Wall & AWM. 

Invite the Community to take two hours out of the weekend to honor 

FALLEN WARRIORS whose sacrifice made it possible 

for us to enjoy the freedom we have. 

Remember to visit the ALL WARS MEMORIAL before and/or after the 

event. 



 

 

Viet Nam Veterans of Diablo Valley are working with 

the Town of Danville to present this year’s memorable Memorial 

Day event. 

Plan to join us and attend 

The VNVDV will be setting-up cammo and chairs beginning at 0730 at Oak 

Hill Park on May 25th & after the remembrance program we will have Our 

“Members & Guest Only” Family BBQ—meat provided. 

REMEMBER—everyone should bring a side dish—salad or dessert “with 

enough for their family & extra to share with others” plus your beverage! 

Everyone is also responsible for “bringing their own favorite beverage”  A  

Main dish—condiments and plates/silver wear will be furnished by the 

VNVDV Organization. Bring your own chairs or picnic blanket, Sun Screen 

The Danville Concert Band will play at 10:30 and the Program will start at 

11:00AM  - Get there early to help volunteer and get a great seat. 

Invite the Community to take an hour or two out of the weekend to honor 

FALLEN WARRIORS whose sacrifice made it possible for us to enjoy the 

freedom we have today!  This is the day to remember veterans of the past. 

Remember to visit the ALL WARS MEMORIAL (AWM) before and / or af-

ter the event… just on the other side of the lake in beautiful Oak Hill Park. 

New AWM Pavers have been engraved… and a few paver locations are still 

available.  Stop at the AWM Paver table and get an application today! 

Memorial Day Remembrance 

Mon. May 25th 

Oak Hill Park in Danville 



 

 

Visit Diablo Valley Flag Brigade at 

www.DiabloValleyFlagBrigade.com 

Or contact WWR below:  

Diablo Valley Flag Brigade Diablo Valley Flag Brigade Diablo Valley Flag Brigade ---   “Operation Welcome Home”“Operation Welcome Home”“Operation Welcome Home”   

Walk of Honor VNVDV 

coordination and more 

importantly VNVDV 

PARTICIPATION with 

Phillips 66 SFR 



 

 

VNVDV Dinner Speakers On-Deck: 

May 7 Steven Burchik  “An Ordinary Year, An Extraordinary Time” has photography ex-

hibit of his year in Viet Nam—This is the exhibit displayed in San Ramon. 

June 4th  Jason Deitch and Michael Ergo presenting “War Ink”  

July 2 Hank Glauser works for Lawrence Livermore National Laboratory as a Principal 

Investigator for Global Security of our Countries Ports 

August 6 Cornelia and Lang Srey  “The Smell of Water”  a twelve year old soldiers escape 

form the Khmer Rouge Army and the story of his survival 

Tyler 

Jachowski 

0f San 

Ramon 

June 2014 

Induction 

Ceremony 

Congratulations Chris Behring 

Danville Troop 805 will 

award the Eagle Scout 

Badge to Chris who has 

worked closely with the 

EBSD where he complet-

ed the Veterans History 

Project and raised funds 

for 400 sleeping bags. 

Tyler is 

assigned 

the 173 

ABN and 

is current-

ly on as-

signment 

in Ukraine 

Quite a 

year 



 

 

BLUE STAR MOMS – Chapter 101 

4th of July Care Packages for our Troops - Community Drop-Off Schedule: 

May 30 – San Ramon – LUCKY’S from 10:00AM to 3:00PM - 21001 San Ramon Valley Blvd. - San Ramon 
June 6 – Danville – VETERANS MEMORIAL BUILDING from 10:00AM to 3:00PM – 400 Hartz Ave. - Danville  

June 20 – Dublin – CAMP PARKS – Packaging & Mailing - 4th of July Care Packages for the Troops -10:00AM - 2:00PM 

 
For more CARE PACKAGE information, or to find out how to drop off other donations contact Linda Johnson at: lcjas-
soc@gmail.com.  Monetary donations are always appreciated to cover our postage expense. Your checks can be made 
payable to & mailed to: Blue Star Moms – P. O. Box 2537 - San Ramon, CA  94538.  All drop-off dates listed above are 
Saturdays and for a list of items we are looking for - visit our website at www.bluestarmoms.org. 

 
May 29 – Friday – 10AM - The Blue Star Mom’s 5th Annual Charity Golf Tournament at Callippe Preserve Golf Course in 
Pleasanton.  All funds raised through this event will again benefit our annual Gold Star Family program in San Francis-
co.  The Blue Star Moms – Chapter 101 are seeking event sponsors -  Event flyer on our website.  For more information 
contact Jake at Callipee Golf Course at 925-426-6666 x18 or Michelle Miller at chellem@bak.rr.com. 

June 29 - Monday from 5:30PM thru 9:00PM at Gianni's Restaurant in San Ramon the Blue Star Moms will be working 

for “TIPS for the TROOPS”  Gianni’s is closed on Mondays – and open for charitable organizations to support worthy 

causes.  Please join the Blue Star Moms at Gianni’s at 2065 San Ramon Valley Blvd. in San Ramon as they work for 

“TIPS”   To make reservations call: 925-820-6969 or visit http://www.opentable.com/giannis-italian-bistro?

rid=108103&restref=108103.   All funds raised at Gianni’s will benefit the BSM care package program for our troops. 

2015 Sentinels of Freedom Gala Scholarship Foundation with Guest of Honor Major General Larry Nicholson USMC  

Honoring eleven of nearly 180 Sentinels and recognition of Marine candidates prior to induction 

mailto:lcjassoc@gmail.com
mailto:lcjassoc@gmail.com
http://www.bluestarmoms.org/
tel:925-426-6666%20x18
mailto:chellem@bak.rr.com
tel:925-820-6969
http://www.opentable.com/giannis-italian-bistro?rid=108103&restref=108103
http://www.opentable.com/giannis-italian-bistro?rid=108103&restref=108103


 

 

4th Annual Salute to Iraq and Afghanistan War Veterans 

Was Held Thursday, 16 April 2015 at the Marine Memorial 

Below are excerpts from General Mattis’ Veteran recognition speech 

Marines' Memorial Association 

609 SUTTER STREET • SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA 94102-1027 • UNITED STATES 

TELEPHONE: (415) 673-6672 • FAX: 441-3649 

Our country gives hope to millions around the world, and you—who knew that at one time your 
job was to fight well—kept that hope alive. By your service you made clear your choice about 
what kind of world we want for our children: The world of violent jihadist terrorists, or one de-
fined by Abraham Lincoln when he advised us to listen to our better angels? 
 
You, my fine veterans, are privileged that you will never face a judgment of having failed to live 

fully. For you young patriots were more concerned in living life fully than in your own longevity, 
freely facing daunting odds and the random nature of death and wounds on the battlefield. 
How do we embrace our fellow citizens who weren’t there? America is too large at heart for divi-
sions between us. If we became keenly aware of anything at war, it was what is printed on our 
coins: “E Pluribus Unum”—out of many, one. 
 
We know that in tough times cynicism is just another way to give up, and in the military we con-
sider cynicism or giving up simply as forms of cowardice. No matter how bad any situation, cyni-
cism has no positive impact. Watching the news, you might notice that cynicism and victimhood 
often seem to go hand-in-hand, but not for veterans. People who have faced no harsh trials 
seem to fall into that mode, unaware of what it indicates when taking refuge from responsibility 
for their actions. This is an area where your example can help our society rediscover its cour-
age and its optimism.  
 
We veterans did our patriotic duty, nothing more, certainly nothing less, and we need to “come 
home” like veterans of all America’s wars. Come home stronger and more compassionate, not 
characterized as damaged, or with disorders, or with syndromes or other disease labels. Not la-
beled dependent on the government even as we take the lead in care of our grievously wound-
ed comrades and hold our Gold Star families close. We deserve nothing more than a level play-
ing field in America, for we endured nothing more, and often less, than vets of past wars. 
 
If Jackie Robinson, a sparkling ballplayer and veteran of World War II, could write his own epi-
taph on leadership by saying “A life is not important except in the impact it has on other lives,” 
then you who are fortunate to have learned so much living in the greatest country on earth while 
making an impact so young—you should recognize that our country needs your vigor and wis-
dom. It was gained at great cost to our comrades and to our Gold Star families, who need to 
see their sons’ spirits live on in your enthusiasm for life. 
 
I am reminded of Gen. William Sherman’s words when bidding farewell to his army in 1865: “As 
in war you have been good soldiers, so in peace you will make good citizens.” 

 



 

 

Bob Moore - Army - 5/2    Mike Stalcup - Army - 5/3 

Gary Estrella - Marine -5/5    Norm Mahalich - Marine - 5/6 

Jim Morrill - Navy  - 5/7    Ron Azarcon - Air Force - 5/9 

Dennis Stogner  - Army 5/10   Steve Mick - Navy - 5/13 

Gene Ghio  - Army  - 5/14    Jim Oram - Army - 5/15 

Esteban Ramirez - Army - 5/15    Mark Connors - Air force  - 5/16   

Skip George - Army - 5/26    Shelly Hansen  - Navy - 5/31 

Viet Nam Veterans Diablo Valley May Birthdays  

 



 

 

2015 WALK of HONOR for our Veterans 
Sponsored by Phillips 66 Refinery & Carbon Plant 

 

Honoring the Men and Women who Served Our Nation -  It’s very important our members support the 

WALK of HONOR…  please register even if you cannot attend or participate.  Thank You. 
 

The Phillips 66 Refinery and Carbon Plant invite you to join with us in honoring and celebrating the service of our 

military veterans on Saturday, May 16, 2015. The 7th Annual "Walk of Honor for our Veterans" will be a short 

walk across the Alfred Zampa Memorial Bridge and back.  Last year’s event was a huge success & well attended. 

Over 600 employees, contractors & local residents participated in the celebration, and together we raised $40,000!  

We are working hard to surpass last year’s fundraising and attendance milestones, and with your help we are sure to 

succeed!  We promise you a fun, exciting and fulfilling Armed Forces Day 2015 honoring the men and women who 

proudly serve today and those who have valiantly served our nation.  We are still accepting Sponsors at this time! 

 

Schedule of Events at 2015 WALK of HONOR for our Veterans in Crockett 

Saturday, May 16, 2015  

8:00AM - 9:30AM – “Walk” Check-In / Registration at the Crockett Community Center -  850 Pomona Street -  

Crockett, CA.  Register on-line in advance at:  www.SFRWalkofHonor.com -  $25.  Registration includes 

“Walk” Shirt & BBQ Lunch. 

  

8AM – 1PM - The VA along with many local Veterans Service Organizations (VSO) & other non-profit organi-

zations serving veterans & their families will be on hand providing information regarding their services / pro-

grams / projects and benefits available to veterans / family members and those who proudly serve today. 
 

10:00AM - "Walk" begins.   Transportation will be provided to and from the bridge. 
 

11:45AM - Luncheon Ceremony. Following the “Walk” all registered participants are invited to join us for a 

special BBQ luncheon & ceremony, including music and a outstanding raffle. 
 

100% of all contributions to the Phillips 66 Walk of Honor will be divided evenly between the Viet Nam 

Veterans of Diablo Valley (VNVDV) and the Crockett Community Services District (CCSD). The VNVDV 

is dedicated to present and former members of the Armed Forces of the United States, through the support of 

local community activities, which recognize the contributions and sacrifices of Veterans.  

Please join us and help support those currently serving & all of our nation’s veterans on SAT – May 16th  

Armed Forces Day in Crockett at the 2015 Phillips 66 Walk of Honor for our Veterans.  We’ll look for you! 

http://www.SFRWalkofHonor.com


 

 

Thanks to  April 

2015 Speaker 

Ruth Mary Torres  -  

“Rosie the Rivet-

er”  served as a welder at 

Moore’s Shipyard in Oakland 

during WWII.  This is one speak-

er we will all remember! 

Picture above is the back of a jack-

et Seen in Belgium Dec 2014—

Rosie is known worldwide 



 

 

VietNam Veterans Killed-in-Action from Contra Costa - Need 

Photos of those fallen - The search is on… can you Help 

Janna Hoehn  was the VNVDV featured dinner speaker on JUNE2014. 

Janna is looking for assistance to advance her project that aims to connect a photo with each of the 

58,286 names of U.S. service members remembered on the Viet Nam Memorial in Washington, DC. 

The Faces Never Forgotten project has collected photos for more than 33,000 of the names on the 

wall, via online submissions from family and friends and through the work of volunteers directed 

by the nonprofit Vietnam Veterans Fund in Washington, D.C. 

The following list represents Contra Costa County service members recorded on the Wall but there 

is no picture available for each of them. Please review and see if assistance can be provided. 

If you have a photo of a friend or family member who was lost in Vietnam and wish to contribute it to the Faces Never Forgotten 

project, email it to Janna Hoehn at neverforgotten2014@gmail.com. (Photos that have been collected are displayed at 

www.vvmf.org/Wall-of-Faces.) 

 

 

Cyril A. Alveraz  1949-1968 El Sobrante 

Gregory M. Ashford 1950-1971 Richmond 

Ronald R. Baker  1944-1969 Concord 

Wayne S. Bates  1938-1968 San Pablo 

Michael R. Brotzman 1946-1967 Richmond 

John P. Burke  1947-1967 Walnut Creek 

John H. Butcher Jr. 1923-1967 Richmond 

Richard J Callanan 1930-1966 Concord 

Jack D. Campbell  1950-1969 San Pablo 

Robert S Croke  1945-1968 Walnut Creek 

Richard Curtis  1949-1967 Walnut Creek 

John E. Davis  1948-1968 San Pablo 

Clyde L. De Mello 1949-1968 El Cerrito 

Daniel G. Dorman 1947-1971 Richmond 

Orville B. Frits  1931-1967 Concord 

Mike M. Godines  1937-1969 Richmond 

Wayne A. Goetsch 1949-1968 Brentwood 

Paul A. Gonzales  1946-1968 Richmond 

Edward G. Hayen II 1946-1972        Concord 

Fred J. Hayes  1942-1968  Walnut Creek 

Dennis R. Heihn  1946-1966 San Pablo 

David A. Henry  1941-1966 El Cerrito  

Michael W. Howell 1947-1967       Rodeo 

Larry F. Jagard   1947-1972     Richmond 

David L. Knott  1929-1969 Richmond 

Wayne K. Laine   1947-1968  Walnut Creek 

Jerald L. Law  1949-1968       Pittsburg 

Edward N Leonard 1942-1966    Richmond 

Donald G. MacIntosh  1945-1968 El Sobrante 

Kenneth E. Mattson 1941-1968         Lafayette 

Edward N Leonard 1942-1966    Richmond 

Gerald G. McGinley          1948-1968          Concord 

Bruce F. McMillan             1937-1968       Walnut Creek 

Joe H. Morrison          1943-1970       Richmond 

Morris A. Noble    1946-1967          San Pablo 

David M. Parks  1947-1967       Concord 

Vincent A. Ramirez  1946-1967          Richmond 

Michael A. Rasmusson 1946-1970           Antioch 

Robert A. Reyes  1948-1968          Richmond 

Willard W. Riggs   1948-1968          Pittsburg 

William F Settle  1952-1970          Richmond 

Joseph V Sherlock III  1947-1967          Concord 

Archie D. Smith     1945-1968          Richmond 

Terry L. Stout     1950-1968         Concord 

Timothy A. Thomas 1951-1972          Lafayette 

James D. Van Hook 1947-1968          Richmond 

Craig A. Verlinden 1946-1967          El Sobrante 

David E. Wafer       1949-1968         Richmond 

Thomas M. Walker  1949-1968         Richmond 

Robert W. Ward   1950-1970        Concord 

Michael A. Welch  1945-1967   Crockett 

Ricky L. Wikle  1948-1969          Concord 

Jose Ybanez     1937-1966          Richmond 

 

mailto:neverforgotten2014@gmail.com
http://www.vvmf.org/Wall-of-Faces


 

 

Blackhawk Museums 

New Exhibition Now Open 
 

The Spirit of the Old West exhi-

bition tells the story of the west-

ern frontier from the perspective 
of both the Native Americans 

and the settlers before, during 

and after the expansion west. 

The exhibition features authen-

tic artifacts from the period, a 

large diorama depicting key his-

toric moments, scenes of wildlife 

from the frontier and other ele-

Also at the Blackhawk Museum… 

The Wheelchair Foundation’s 
 

15th Year Anniversary Gala 

June 13, 2015 
 

Save the Date for this Special Event 
 

Blackhawk Museum 

3700 Blackhawk Plaza Circle 

Danville, CA 94506 



 

 

On-Site the day of the event 
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