
 

JULY 

2015 

SAT  Morning  

Social Coffee… 

Join fellow Veterans 

each Saturday  

8AM until 11AM 

At the Danville 

Veterans Memo-

rial Building 

Pastries too! 

Viet Nam Veterans of Diablo Valley 

July Speaker 
 

Hank Glauser is a Veteran 
& works for Lawrence Liv-

ermore National Laboratory 
as a Principal Investigator 
for Global Security of our 

Countries Ports 

Independence Day… 

4th of  JULY PARADE 
This is one of our most enjoyable 

events... face-to-face with our Red-

White & Blue community.  A time to 

meet & greet the patriotic families of 

the greater Diablo Valley… and help 

distribute the 10,000 flags along 

the parade route.  We have the U.S. 

Marine Color Guard & the 191st U.S. 

Army Band in our entry and leading 

the parade. We are also fortunate to 

have the Daughters of the American 

Revolution carrying our large pa-

rade flag, and the AMVETS UH-1 

Huey escorted by the Warriors 

Watch Riders. If you can’t handle 

walk through downtown Danville dis-

tributing flags—we will attempt to 

find you a vehicle in another organi-

zation to ride-in… the Huey is Full.  

Bring your kids/grandkids/spouses 

with you to help with the flags.  See 

parade details in newsletter.  Join US! 

Raymond “Ray”  
La Rochelle 

VNVDV 
 President 

 
We request 

“ALL HANDS”  

to participate 

in this year’s 
Independence 

Day Parade… 

 

Members - 

Bring your teen-

age children or  

Grand Children 

if old enough to 

help out.  



 

 Viet Nam Veterans in Viet Nam Veterans in Viet Nam Veterans in    
   4th of July Parade 4th of July Parade 4th of July Parade    

The VNVDV annually purchases 10,000 

American Flag - made in the USA  for 

distribution to those along the parade 

route.  Expected are 40+ Thousand 

‘Cheering’ children & community mem-

bers at the 4th of July Parade in Dan-

ville. Wear your shirt - see “T.J.” if you 

need one... & have the best time dis-

tributing free Flags to a very apprecia-

tive crowd!  Note:  We have been requested 

to muster at 0730 at the south end of SRVHS - 
Love & Railroad. Look for the ‘white’ shirts!  The 
Parade Kicks-off at 0900 Hrs. Takes 30 minutes. 
 

Parking becomes more difficult the later you 

arrive & street close early. Plan accordingly 

& muster on-time.  This event is worth it!   

 

The VFW hosts a BBQ early - right after we 

finish the parade at the VMB… and Bill Green 

will host a lunch-time gathering of VNVDV 

members & guests participating in the parade 

at the plush but not overly ostentatious Green 

Estate on Pine Tree Drive in Alamo. All guests 

need to bring a salad - side dish or desert to 

share with others.  

 

The Parade is one of the most amazing events you - 
as a Viet Nam veteran can attend… It is the Wel-

come Home you may not have received! 

Viet Nam Veterans of Diablo Valley 

4th of JULY 

ORDER OF PARADE:  0900 Hrs. 
VNVDV ENTRY: 

U. S. M. C.  MILITARY COLOR GUARD  

From Concord Marine Corps Detachment -  

PLEASE STAND & SHOW RESPECT FOR OUR FLAG…  

*(Preference is military ‘half-step’ to allow for distribution 
of American Flags to children along parade route) 

 

VNVDV MILITARY SERVICE COLORS / FLAGS 

U.S. Army – U.S. Marine Corps – U.S. Navy – U.S. Air Force – 

U.S. Coast Guard 

POW / MIA  Flag – 
 Remembering those held Captive & Missing in Action 

 

UNITED STATES ARMY BAND  -  191st  Army Band 

“Band of the Wild West” – from Camp Parks 

COMMANDED by - Warrant Officer JEREMY GARRIDO 

BANDLEADER -  First Sergeant KEITH BARLOW 

*Band will play our National Anthem  4 Times  

At the start - announce booth - reviewing stand & the end.  

Note: At ‘anthem’ entire unit Stops – Render Hand Salute  
 

VNVDV ORGANIZATIONAL BANNER – Est. in 1991 
“Proudly We Served” … 

 and We Proudly Continue to Serve our Veterans & Community  

  

VNVDV VIP VEHICLE – A 1928 Model “A” Ford Sedan 
Riding:  Bill Green – Vice President of VNVDV and… 

WITH SMALL QUANTITY OF AMERICAN FLAGS 
 

DAUGHTERS OF AMERICAN REVOLUTION (DAR) 
CARRYING OLD GLORY…  

The VNVDV’s LARGE AMERICAN PARADE FLAG (38 X 20) 
 

VNVDV PARADE TRUCK –  

A 1949 International Harvester KB-1 Farm Truck 

Decorated with ORGANIZATIONAL BANNERS & Carrying the 

10,000 AMERICAN FLAGS DISTRIBUTED ANNUALLY FREE.  

(Truck will also carry cold water for everyone in our entry) 

*When Re-loading yourself with Flags approach from rear. 

 

AMVETS UH-1 HUEY HELICOPTER  
Flown in VietNam & Restored by AMVETS Post #26 

AMVETS Post 26 - Concord Vet Center 

 

UH-1 Huey is Escorted by WARRIORS WATCH RIDERS 

An Support Organization - Honoring Community Veterans -  

Providing Welcome Home & Last Honor Funeral Escorts 

Event Director JERRY YAHIRO is still in need of 

VNVDV Members to Proudly Carry your 

Military Service Colors in the Parade. 



 

BLUE STAR MOMS – Chapter 101 

4th of July Care Packages for our Troops - Community Drop-Off  

For more CARE PACKAGE information, or to find out how to drop off other donations contact Linda 

Johnson at: lcjassoc@gmail.com.  Monetary donations are always appreciated to cover our postage 

expense. Your checks can be made payable to & mailed to: Blue Star Moms – P. O. Box 2537 - San Ra-

mon, CA  94538.  For drop-off list of items we are need - visit our website at www.bluestarmoms.org. 

June 29 - Monday from 5:30PM thru 9:00PM at Gianni's Restaurant in San Ramon the Blue Star 

Moms will be working for “TIPS for the TROOPS”  Gianni’s is closed on Mondays – and open for chari-

table organizations to support worthy causes.  Please join the Blue Star Moms at Gianni’s at 2065 San 

Ramon Valley Blvd. in San Ramon as they work for “TIPS”   To make reservations call: 925-820-6969 

or visit http://www.opentable.com/giannis-italian-bistro?rid=108103&restref=108103.   All funds raised 

at Gianni’s will benefit the BSM care package program for our troops. 

mailto:lcjassoc@gmail.com
http://www.bluestarmoms.org/
tel:925-820-6969
http://www.opentable.com/giannis-italian-bistro?rid=108103&restref=108103


 



 



 

A Celebration of Life for 

VNVDV Member BOB FRANCO 

will be held on Saturday - July 

25th from 2PM until 5PM in 

Pacifica at the Sharp Park Golf 

Course..  Please RSVP to Pete 

at:  408 ./ 876 -  8692 or E-Mail:  

65OLDS@gmail.com 

“Proudly  He  Served” 

BOB FRANCO - an active VNVDV 

member and always ready to vol-

unteer…  remembering Bob 

wanted to carry the POW/MIA 

Flag in all Parades. 



 

In Honor of the 50th Anniversary of the Viet Nam 

War the Viet Nam Veterans of Diablo Valley have 

”Commissioned a commemorative VNVDV cap” 

for members available through VNVDV Director 

of Procurement:  T. J. Trujillo’s Contact him by:     

e-mail:  Trujillo.tj.john@gmail.com to order 

this special cap. Cost is $25 each for the existing supply. Hats available at 

July 2nd dinner meeting & if any remain -  also prior to the start of the 

4th of July Parade & our annual American Flag distribution..  This com-

memorative cap will  provide a great look for the 4th of July parade. 

 

VNVDV Member July Birthdays 

 Gary Villalba  7/1 Army  Dick Sperling  7/4 Army 

 Mike Weber   7/4 Army  Earl Conklin  7/5 Army 

 James Hill  7/7 Army  John Schafgans 7/7 Army 

 Larry Ashlock  7/10 Army  Marty De Venuta 7/11 Air Force 

 Ron Huesman  7/14 Marines  John Willing  7/18 Marines 

 Wayne Norwood 7/24 Army  Bill Chew   7/25 Army 

 Daniel Harrington 7/25 Navy   Dick Seavey  7/28 Army 

 

A Welcome to New VNVDV members 

Mike Hurder - Army 

Larry McKenzie - Army 

Know of a VietNam Veteran?  Ask them to Join the VNVDV. 



 

VNVDV Dinner Speakers On-Deck: 

July 2 Hank Glauser works for Lawrence Livermore National Laboratory as a Principal 

Investigator for Global Security of our Countries Ports 

July 4  DISTRIBUTION of 10,000 AMERICAN FLAGS along Parade Route in Danville 

August 6 Cornelia and Lang Srey  “The Smell of Water”  twelve year old soldiers escape 

from the Khmer Rouge Army and the story of his survival 

One of the VNVDV’s less publicized efforts is a special veteran service program 

designed by long-time VNVDV member & Director Bill Green - who serves as a 

volunteer “mentor” for Vet Center support  groups.   Created to assist our more 

recent returning vets  - “GWOT” (Global War on Terrorism) giving them a safe, 

relaxed, social environment to aide in readjustment to civilian life & activities after 

combat military service.. This is a weekend retreat for this selected group of vets. 

Assisting the VNVDV with counselor resources and Veteran support is Contra 

Costa County Veterans Service Office & Concord Vet Center’s “mentors & 

coaches” allowing time for these younger vets to talk with other veterans.  This 

worthy program was developed for returning / GWOT veterans - and made possi-

ble, largely due to funding received by the VNVDV through our partnership with 

Phillips 66  & their support from the annual “Walk of Honor” on Armed Forces 

Day.  We thanks all those who supported this year’s event.  These younger veter-

ans will be able to relax in a safe environment &  enjoy various activities -  fly 

casting lessons, skeet shooting, swimming, BBQs, horseshoes, movies, group 

campfires, lots of great food & fellowship with other vets & no drugs or alcohol. 

Special Thanks to our June Speaker Ray LaRochelle for his very in-

formative talk on his assignment to Antarctica 1968-1969  



 



 

Please help - pass the word to the 

youth in the community... to listen for 

any talk of this vandalism act & share 

information with Det. Sgt. Brian Sliger 

925/313-3703 or BSliger@Danville.ca.gov 



 

Operation Swingtime 

Honoring our Veterans – Military… and Saluting our Troops 

 Saturday - July 18, 2015 

5:00PM to Twilight in Lafayette 

 Twilight Concert & Picnic  -  Lafayette Reservoir…   

hosted & Sponsored by the area’s five Rotary Clubs 
In a unique, first of its kind collaboration, five local Rotary clubs are partnering with the USO to 

share a musical evening with the community to honor service members, past and present.  

The famous Big Band of Rossmoor and the very talented Swinging Blue Stars, a quartet of ladies 

who sound amazingly like the Andrew Sisters - think "Don't sit under the apple tree" - will be 

treating active duty men and women from Travis Air Force Base and Camp Roberts along with 

Lamorinda residents to a free evening of swing. The USO will be providing transportation for 

hard working troops for this special show.  

"It's rare that troops are invited off-base to be entertained," said director of the Bay Area USO, 

Jeff Herndon. Rotary groups are organizing the festivities and generously providing dinner for 

the service members. 

Veterans from conflicts across the globe are invited to meet with active duty personnel prior to 

the show by the 32-member strong Big Band of Rossmoor and the special harmonizing vocal 

guests. Military vehicles will also be on display at the new stage and picnic area overlooking 

the Lafayette Reservoir, just up from the eastern edge of the parking lot, near the kids' play-

ground. 

For those unfamiliar with the organization, the non-profit, non-political USO has provided a tan-

gible way for Americans to say thank you to our troops for the last 70 years by offering a home 

away from home for service members and support for those deployed overseas, here at home or 

those transitioning from service. The very first USO show featuring Bob Hope in 1941 from 

Camp Roberts, Calif.  

Organizers would like to encourage veterans to attend.  

In order to recognize those who served our country, please email band direc-

tor:  Mo Levich at:  gto@67goat.com  

Please provide the veteran's name, rank, branch and years served.  

A golf cart shuttle is available for those who may need some assistance. Uniforms 
are optional but encouraged. 

Bring your own blanket, lawn chairs and picnic goodies to Operation Swingtime to 
celebrate troops past and present and enjoy a fine summer evening of Glenn Mil-
ler and George Gershwin melodies from 5:30 to 8:30 p.m. Saturday, July 19 at the 

Lafayette Reservoir. 

mailto:gto@67goat.com


 

Organization Overview 

Guitars4Vets is a Federally 

registered 501(C)(3) not-

for-profit organization, 

headquartered in Milwau-

kee with chapters in 25 

states. All chapters are af-

filiated with VA facilities. 

The two East Bay chapters 

are in Livermore and Mar-

tinez. 

The organization is dedi-

cated to sharing the heal-

ing power of music with 

Veterans dealing with com-

bat related physical and/or 

emotional stress. 

It pursues its mission by 

providing qualified Veterans with guitars and private guitar instruction, consisting of ten 

weekly one-hour sessions structured to meet each individual’s abilities and challenges. 

A practice guitar is provided for use during the 10 weeks, and, upon completion of the pro-

gram, each Veteran is presented with a new acoustic guitar with a gig-bag, tuner, capo, stand 

and strap. Additionally, monthly group sessions are offered to all past students to provide 

ongoing instruction and encouragement. 

In 2014, 303 Veterans completed the G4V program and received the new “guitar bundle.” 

How You Can Help G4V 

For $200 per Veteran, G4V provides guitar lessons and a new acoustic guitar with 

accessories to our nation’s most deserving heroes. Your tax deductible donation 

will help support our effort to share the healing power of music. 

Guitars for Vets also accepts donations of guitars & guitar accessories. 

 
Mike Paul, Livermore VA Chapter Coordinator. 

 G4Vlivermore@comcast.net   (925) 683-0859 

A NEW PROGRAM TO 

CONNECT VETERANS 

WITH GUITARS 

mailto:G4Vlivermore@comcast.net


 

MEET THE AUTHOR 
GENERAL STANLEY McChrystal USA (Ret) 

 Wednesday -  July 15, 2015…..Gen, Stanley Mc Chrystal  USA (Ret) 

will be at the Marines Memorial Club / Hotel to talk about and intro-

duce HIS NEW book  ”TEAM OF TEAMS” 
 

The Event & Presentation commences at 1400 Hrs.  & Registration beginning 

at 1330 Hrs. in the MMC Theater on the 2nd Floor at 609 Sutter St.  in  S. F. 
 

The General’s topic is the ability to transfer ones leadership skills from the military to 

the civilian life. 
 

Prior to The General’s retirement in 2010, The General was The Commander of NATO’S 

INTERNATIONAL SECURITY FORCE and ALL U.S. FORCES in Afghanistan. 
 

After The General’s presentation The Leatherneck Steak House - 12th. Floor, over look-

ing The City, will be open for dinning for those who desire chow. Reservation IS recom-

mended- 
 

REGISTRATION IS REQUIRED AT 

Member@MarineClub.com 

Stanley A. McChrystal was born on 
August 14, 1954, in Fort Leaven-
worth, Kansas. In 1990, he became 
action officer for Army Special Oper-
ations, working in Joint Special Op-
erations Command. In 1991, he saw 
action in the Desert Shield and De-
sert Storm tours. He was command-
er of the Joint Special Operations 
Command from 2003 to 2008. He 
became top commander in Afghani-
stan in 2009, but resigned in 2010. 

mailto:Member@MarineClub.com


 

Special Thanks to our June Speaker Ray LaRochelle for his very in-

formative talk on his assignment to Antarctica 1968-1969  

 

FOLLOW SUPPORTING ORGANIZATIONS on their WEBSITES: 
 

Danville Veterans Memorial Building:   www.VMBSRV.org 

“Operation Welcome Home” event can be found at: www.DiabloValleyFlagBrigade.com  

Info on All Wars Memorial & obtaining AWM Pavers at Oak Hill Park - visit:   www.AllWarsMemorial.org  

Marines Memorial Association / Hotel / Club in SF - Visit their website at:  www.MarineClub.com 

Sentinels of Freedom Scholarship Foundation - visit:  www.SentinelsofFreedom.org 

Wheelchair Foundation & Wine for Wheels - Support mobility - Visit:  www.WineforWheels.org  

Blue Star Moms #101:  www.bluestarmoms.org  & Blue Star Moms #20: www.ccbluestarmoms.org 

Visit our own VNVDV website to see more about the VietNam Veterans of Diablo Valley  at:  www.VNVDV.com 

We request all Members participate in the 4th of July Parade in Danville - Helping us distribute 10,000 

American Flags to the children sitting along the Parade Route.  This is an enjoyable event - street repair will 

be completed & we need to display our Military Service Colors & greet the patriotic crowd!  Attend! 



 

Open to All Veterans & 

Military & Reserves 

personnel (& family) 
  

VNVDV will have an 

Information Booth at 

VetCon 2015 

Veterans Voices 

will be broadcasting 

LIVE at VetCon 2015 

Looking for  Employment? 

Bring your Resume 

Going back to School? 

Check out Colleges 

Register with VA 

Network with Vets 

See a Service Officer 

Donate Blood 

Connect with VSOs 

This event is not to be 

missed by our  

Veterans & Military 

MONDAY - AUG 17 

9AM - 2PM 

Concord Hilton 



 



 

To find out more - or Schedule a Wel-

come Home Event - Visit Diablo Valley 

Flag Brigade at 

www.DiabloValleyFlagBrigade.com 

Or contact WWR at: 

Www.norcalwwr.org 

Diablo Valley Flag BrigadeDiablo Valley Flag BrigadeDiablo Valley Flag Brigade   
Returning Vets Returning Vets Returning Vets “Welcome Home”“Welcome Home”“Welcome Home”   

Stand Down 
on the Delta -  

2015 
 

Homeless Veteran Helping Hand-Up 
 

Sept 11-14th 2015 
Contra Costa 

County Fairgrounds 
 

Sponsored by  
Delta Veterans Group 

For more information contact 
www.DeltaVeteransGroup.org 

Danville’s Hot Summer Nights Hot Rod & Classic Car Show 

 

In its 20th year, the show features hundreds of hot rods and classic cars along Hartz Avenue on 

Thursday, July 16, 2015 and August 13, 2015 from 4:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m., along with 

a disc jockey spinning nostalgic 1950s and ’60s music, vendor booths and awards for the favorite col-

lector vehicles.  Hot Summer Nights accepts featured cars up to and through the year 1976.  If you’d 

like to showcase your classic car at Danville’s Hot Summer Nights, register your vehicle at St. Isidore 

Church on La Gonda Way beginning at 2:00 p.m. on the day of the event.  Expect to see rare one-of-a-

kind collector cars, custom designed cars. classic & muscle cars from the 1960s, and again in front of 

the Veterans Memorial Building - the VNVDV’s Parade Truck - supporting the VMB’s Veteran’s Day 

Weekend Historical Military Museum Displays,  For more information or to register a car, visit 

www.danvillehotsummernightscarshow.com  

ALL  WARS  MEMORIAL Pavers Available   

Less than 40 blank pavers remaining in  
AWM Walkway.  Now is the time to order 

yours - Visit:  www.AllWarsMemorial.org 

Application on-line - only $250. 



 

Outgoing Commander, Lieutenant Colonel 

Christopher P. Gerdes has been assigned to the 

Army War College at Fort Leavenworth. LTC 

Gerdes began his military career in 1986 and 

was commissioned as a Distinguished Military 

Graduate with a commission as a Regular Army 

Second Lieutenant. LTC Gerdes combat and 

overseas service includes Operation Desert 

Storm, Operation Enduring Freedom, Operation 

Iraqi Freedom, Joint Task Force Bravo 

(Honduras) and Bamberg, Germany. 

Incoming Commander, Lieutenant Colonel An-

drew W. Jones arrives from Fort Leonardwood. 

LTC Jones graduated of OCS and was assigned 

to the 3rd Infantry Division. LTC Jones’ combat 

and overseas service includes Operation Desert 

Falcon, Operation Iraqi Freedom and Operation 

Enduring Freedom. 



 



 


