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Members - Supporters 

& Friends: 

Please Begin NOW to 

help obtain CRAB 

FEED Donations for 

our "Super Sunday" - 

FEB. 1st 2015 event! 

Begin NOW to help us 

Obtain  

Donations contact 

President Mike Slat-

tengren @ 925 / 837-

6238 

Ideas for 2015 Dona-

tions are provided in 

the 

 Incoming 

ALL ABOARD!  
CRAB FEED 2015! 

We’re less than one month away 

from our annual Crab Feed 

Fundraiser.  Your Crab Feed 

Committee has been hard at 

work planning every detail to 

make it another great party... but 

we need your help.  Have you 

solicited the businesses you 

frequent for donations for 

our Silent Auction & Raffle?  

We need every member to get in-

volved to ensure that we have a 

successful event.  If every mem-

ber gets at least one donation, 

that will ensure a successful 

fundraising event.  Remember, 

we don’t make our money on the 

ticket prices – that just about co-

vers the cost of the food and the 

all-day appetizers served.   
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2015 Crab Feed Merchant/Business 

Donation Request Letter & Donor 

Receipts are available at the JAN. 

Dinner Meeting & also included in 

this issue of the INCOMING News. 

Pick-up or copy these to use for 

soliciting merchant donations.  

An idea list of items needed & 

2015 Crab Feed poster included 
 

2015 CRAB FEED is a 
FUNDRAISER 

Have you got your tickets yet?  
Crab Feed tickets going 

FAST! Don’t be left out… 

only 160 tickets will be 

sold - all in advance. 

This is the largest VNVDV sponsored fund-

raiser each year & we need all members & 

supporters to dig in & contribute to its suc-

cess. Purchase tickets for our Military! 
If every member gets just 

one contribution each, it will 

ensure a successful event.  

Please do your part! 

  Donation Request letter & receipt are 

in this edition with poster & idea list. 

The real fundraisers are our 
Silent Auction, raffle and 
football pools – the biggest 
money maker is the Silent 
Auction so print out those 
donation requests and get 
them in the hands of the 
businesses you frequent. 

Also, don’t forget, when you get a 
donation, give the donor a re-
ceipt so print out those forms al-
so.  Get out there and beat the 
bushes.  DONATIONS OF ALL 
SIZES / AMOUNTS ARE 
WELCOME.  One caveat: No 
Garage Sale or used items – new 
items only.  It doesn’t have to be 
huge but of course, the bigger the 
better!  We need maximum 
member participation to ensure a 
successful event.  GO! GO! GO!!!   

“PROUDLY WE SERVED” 
and continue to serve veterans 

and our community.   

Raymond “Ray” La Rochelle 

VNVDV President 2015 
 
 

Congrats to the new officers 



VETERANS MEMORIAL BUILDING in Danville 

The Danville’s Veteran Memorial Building is 
OPEN every SAT. AM from 0800 to 1100 for 
free coffee & pastry… a social get-together.  

Stop by for a few minutes, an hour, stay as long 
as you desire - leave when you want.  Meet in 

our new lounge - enjoy the outdoor patio porch 
-  see the museum displays - bring a friend or 

fellow veteran or active duty personnel.  

The VMB Museum is Open Monday thru Friday 9 to 
3 for public visitors.  Past President Mike Slattengren 
encourages any members interested in volunteering a 
few hours each month as a VMB Docent for our His-
torical Military Museum tours. Easy Training is  pro-

vided - 3Hr shift.  Contact “Slatts”  

 

Tell others about our Veteran & Military Museum! 

Great place to share your military history with 
family - children & grandchildren. 

 

 

 

 

 

Jerry was born in Wailuku, HI, and graduated from St. Anthony High School, Wailuku, HI, in 1961.  He 

attended Seattle University, enrolling in the US Army ROTC program.  Upon graduating from Seattle 

University, in 1966 he was commissioned a 2nd Lieutenant, US Army Reserve. 

Jerry served in Vietnam as a Mortar Platoon Leader, 3rd Battalion, 12th Infantry Regiment, 4th Infantry Division, from June 

1967 to December 1967.  He served as the Public Information Officer for the 2nd Brigade, 4th ID for the remainder of his tour 

in Vietnam. 

Jerry left the US Army in 1969, and began his career with Pacific Telephone & Telegraph and retired in 1996. 

In 1997, he became involved with the East Bay Stand Down (EBSD), a program for homeless and displaced Veterans.  In 

1998, Jerry became the Director of the EBSD. 

Jerry continues to serve as the Director for the EBSD, and is the past President of the Viet Nam Veterans of Diablo Valley, 

2010 and 2012, Junior Vice Commander for the Veterans of Foreign Wars (VFW), Golden Gate Nisei Memorial Post 9879 and 

a member of the Board of Trustees for the San Ramon Valley Veterans Memorial Building, Danville.  He is active in many 

Veteran events and issues… and a true veteran advocate.   Join us for his journey back in time on Jan. 8th  

Speaker Jan 2015 Jerry Yahiro 
 

Led By Love Of Country – Braves — 3rd Battalion 

12th Infantry 4th Infantry Division 

VNVDV 

Member 

Birthday  

Recognition for 

January 2015 

 

Ronald Allen - 1/7 

Bill Kiper - 1/7 

Allan Perry - 1/10 

Arthur Gaoiran - 1/13 

Roy La Rachelle - 1/20 

Bill Hawkins - 1/21 

Rich Lee - 1/21 

Jerry Carlson - 1/24 

Tom Crews - 1/28 



APPRECIATION DINNER HONORS AND RECOGNIZES EAST BAY 

CONTRIBUTORS DEDICATED TO SERVING OUR VETERANS 

Aimee Lohr, Phillips 66 SFR & Carbon Plant 

“Walk of Honor”  Sponsor recognized 

Chris Behring, Boy Scout age 16 efforts at EBSD 

earned him our VNVDV Volunteer of the Year 

Ryan Sykes,  
Honorary Life Membership 

Apprecia-

tion Din-

ner -

Eastern 

Wingtip 

reaches 

the West—

Guess the 

Owner 

Bryan Welden, Volunteer of the Year 

Diablo Valley Flag Brigade 

David Behring received our highest honor —

Gary Villalba Dedicated Service Award 

TJ Enjoys the Proceedings 

Operation 

Santa Claus 

Donations 



 

A reminder …  the VNVDV is a local, grass-roots non-profit Veterans Service Organization and is Non-Political  

(part of our non-profit status).  Please refrain from “politics” of any kind at dinners & functions.  Thank you 

Save the Date  -  Saturday March 14th 2014 @ 6:00 PM 

The first, and, hopefully Annual,  Combined / Joint 

Veterans Service Organization  (VSO) 

VMB St. Patrick’s Operations Fundraiser 

Corned Beef and Cabbage Dinner -  $30.00 

See Dennis Giacovelli or Lee Halverson for reservations or questions. 

Please help us by collecting an item to auction, mark “for CB&C”  

and deliver to the Veterans Memorial Building before March 1, 2014       

All funds collected go directly to your 

Veterans Memorial Building Operating Committee to pay for the 

 operating expenses of the Veterans portion of the building 



SENTINELS OF FREEDOM SENTINELS OF FREEDOM SENTINELS OF FREEDOM    

Because You Chose To  Proudly Serve 

Oakmont Memorial Park Cemetery in Lafayette is offer-

ing major financial assistance to all Veterans and Veteran 

Spouses on both Traditional and Cremation Property. 

Pre-Planning Lifts the Burdens Off Your Loved Ones 

Contact: Thomas Corbett, Veter-

an Liaison Officer, LIC# 44629 

(925) 935-3311, (925) 216-4785 

USMC  Lance Corporal Andres Serrano  
 

Operation Welcome Home in conjunction with the Northern 
California Warriors Watch Riders were joined by the Family 
and Friends of LCpl. Serrano to honor his return on leave to 
Walnut Creek. Matthew "Santo" Boggs of Warrior Watch Riders 
hosted the event on Saturday Dec. 27th. A large group of well 
wishers including the VNVDV represented by Ray LaRochelle 
honored LCpl. Serrano. 











 

California’s Veteran Benefit Book Available and the New  

Federal  Veteran Benefit Handbook  - See  CCC VSO for copy. 



Do you have an All Wars Memorial  PAVER ? 

These solid granite stones set in the walk-

way at Oak Hill Park are now limited…  

Honor a veteran, friend, neighbor, family 

member with a paver tribute & will last for-

ever…  an AWM  Paver.  Only - $250.00 

Application Form in this newsletter 

Danville “VSO” Outstation - 400 Hartz Ave. 

Open every Wednesday from 10 to 2 for 

veterans & your family… use it! Schedule  

appointments by calling (925) 313-1481 

REMEMBER VNVDV JANUARY 2015 

DINNER MEETING  

Is SCHEDULED on 

 JAN 8th the 2nd Thursday this month 

We Are Behind in Donations 

for "Super Sunday" - FEB. 1st 

2015 event! We Really Need 

Help Obtaining Donations. 

Contact Crab Feed Chair 

Mike Slattengren @ 925 / 837-6238 

Ideas for 2015 Donations are 

provided in this edition 

Please CHECK-OUT  &  FOLLOW MONTHLY some of our SUPPORTERS & FRIENDS WEBSITES: 

All “Operation Welcome Home” event updates can be found at: www.DiabloValleyFlagBrigade.com for upcoming events. 

All Wars Memorial and obtaining AWM Pavers at Oak Hill Park - visit:   www.AllWarsMemorial.org  

Marines Memorial Association / Hotel / Club in SF - Visit their website at:  www.MarineClub.com 

Sentinels of Freedom Scholarship Foundation - visit:  www.SentinelsofFreedom.org 

Wheelchair Foundation & Wine for Wheels - Support our those in need of mobility - Visit:  www.WineforWheels.org & see VNVDV 

Blue Star Moms #101 website:  www.bluestarmoms.org  &  Blue Star Moms #20 website: www.ccbluestarmoms.org 

Contra Costa  County Veterans Service Office - Open in Danville every Wednesday - call 925 / 313-1481 for Appt. 

VNVDV website to see more about the VietNam Veterans of Diablo Valley  at:  www.VNVDV.com 
 

See other website LINKS listed inside this edition of the INCOMING News & on our website. 
 

VISIT THE VMB’s NEW WEBSITE - for the VETERANS MEMORIAL BUILDING visit: www.VMBSRV.org 




