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Thanks to all 

those who 

participated 

in the 4th of 

July Parade 

Flag 

Distribution 

 Great job!  

SAT  Morning  

Social Coffee… 

Join fellow Veterans 

each Saturday  

8AM until 11AM 

At the Danville 

Veterans Memo-

rial Building 

Viet Nam Veterans of Diablo Valley 

August Speakers 
 

Cornelia and Lang Srey  

“The Smell of Water”   

a twelve year old soldiers 
escape form the Khmer 

Rouge Army and the story 
of his survival 

Lots to do in August… 

See the events inside... 

Visit VetCon 2015 in Concord 

at the Concord Hilton - Aug 17 

+ we request all Veterans help 

‘pass the word’ to Military & 

Veterans to sign-up for our 

2015 Alcatraz Swim Challenge 

“Take the Rock” on Sept. 20th 

advance training provided. 

Don’t forget to go through all 

your military memorabilia to 

find items to display at the 

VMB in Danville on Nov. 7 & 8 

See details on all inside this 

issue of the Incoming. 



 

VNVDV Thank All our  
PARADE Participants: 

 
USMC Color Guard 

Concord 
 

Our Boy Scouts 
 

US Army 191st Band 
“Band of the Wild West” 

 
Daughters of the 

American Revolution 
 

AMVETS Post 26 
 UH-1 Huey Helicopter 

with Oliver's Towing 
 

 Warriors Watch 
Riders 

Huey Escort 
 

& 
All those who  
assisted in the 
distribution of 

over 10,000 
American Flags 

and 
Of course all our 

Members 
 

We Thank You 



 

 

Viet Nam Veterans Viet Nam Veterans Viet Nam Veterans    

   4th of July Parade 4th of July Parade 4th of July Parade    
SPECIAL THANKS TO HELEN AND 

JOHN RESSE FOR THE TREMENDOUS 

RESTORATION PROJECT OF THE 

LARGE AMERICAN FLAG THAT WAS 

CARRIED BY THE DAUGHTERS OF 

THE AMREICAN REVOLUTION IN THE 

FOURTH OF JULY PARADE. THE  

WORN EDGES OF THE FLAG WERE 

REPAIRED WITH CHORDING SEWN  

BY HELEN TO PROVIDE A FIRM 

PERIMITER. WASHING AND DRYING 

REMOVED DIRT AND REDUCED THE 

WEAR & WEIGHT OF THE FLAG.  

THANK YOU HELEN & JOHN…  

Flag restoration edging sewn by 

Helen Reese 

This is a big Flag 

Again this year – We Thank the ef-

forts of - Bill & Peg Green (and 

Family) for hosting their BBQ an-

nual pot-luck picnic in the after-

noon of the 4th at their home for 

everyone participating in the pa-

rade and distributing American 

Flags. It was a 

great 4th of July. 

Final Instructions and the start of 

the 2015 Kiwanis Danville 4th of 

July Parade 



 

Viet Nam Veterans 4th of July ParadeViet Nam Veterans 4th of July ParadeViet Nam Veterans 4th of July Parade   

A Team Effort by all who participatedA Team Effort by all who participatedA Team Effort by all who participated   



 

Viet Nam Veterans 4th of July ParadeViet Nam Veterans 4th of July ParadeViet Nam Veterans 4th of July Parade   

A most memorable events to participateA most memorable events to participateA most memorable events to participate   



 

Welcome Aboard United States Coast Guard Cutter WAESCHE 

WMSL 751 Alameda - California - We visited on June 25, 2015 
 

ENS Pratz organized 

the VNVDV visit 



 

Open to All Veterans & 

Military & Reserves 

personnel & family 

members. 

 
 VNVDV will have an 

Information Booth at 

VetCon 2015 

Veterans Voices 

will be broadcasting 

LIVE at VetCon 2015 

Looking for  Employment? 

Bring your Resume 

Going back to School? 

Check out Colleges 
 

Register with VA 

Network with Vets 

See a Service Officer 

Donate Blood 

Connect with VSOs 

This event is not to be 
missed by our  

Veterans & Military 

MONDAY - AUB 17 

9AM - 2PM   

Concord Hilton 



 

HOT SUMMER NIGHTS... Danville Car Show August 13 

Look for our Veteran Table in front of the Veterans 

Memorial Building - next to the Military Vehicles 

Sentinels of Freedom 

Sentinel Ryan Sykes was recently hon-

ored on July 1st, 2015 at the Danville 

Veterans Memorial Hall as California 

Assembly District 16’s Veteran of the 

Year.  He was awarded this honor by 

California State Assemblywoman, 

Catharine Baker who  recognized 

Ryan’s achievements  as a member of 

the US Navy and those following his 

retirement from the Armed Forces af-

ter a severe injury in Afghanistan 

nearly cost him his life.  Despite the 

many challenges that come with a traumatic brain injury, Ryan has not allowed himself to be 

held back by his need for a wheelchair but has pushed forward, taking every opportunity to live 

life.  Since his injury, he has participated in bike races, tough mudders, skydiving, rock climbing 

and white water rafting. 



 



 

VNVDV Dinner Speakers On-Deck: 

September 3 Mike Conklin-  Sentinels of Freedom      

October 1 Veronica and Peter Villano-  Pilot and Stewardess on World Airways during 

Viet Nam.  Brought us over, and back, and part of the final extractions. 

November 5 John Gallagher- from “Save Mount Diablo” one of the Beacon Boyz who re-

stored the “Eye of Diablo” 

Special Thanks to our July Speaker Hank Glaser for his very  

informative talk on the Global Security of our Countries Ports 



 

A monthly TV Show for Veterans & their Family on CCTV 

LIVE on the 3rd Monday of Each Month & All Previous Episodes Available On-Demand 

Visit http://www.contracosta.ca.gov/5163/Veterans-Voices 

 

Watch Veterans Voices LIVE on the 3rd Monday each month at 1900 Hrs - 7PM 

This month... Broadcasting LIVE at VetCon 2015 on Monday - AUG 17th  



 

Colorado Springs Air-

port (COS), 755 Aviation 

Way, Colorado Springs, 

CO 80916 

FREE Veterans Appreciation shoot hosted by 

the California Waterfowl Association.  

Things of Interest August 2015 

If travelling through Colorado Springs take a couple hours  to 

visit this museum that features  the restoration of Legacy WWII 

aircraft. It is amazing to see the details of these projects 

P-38 Restoration 



 

More Things of Interest Aug/September 



 

Parents / Vets - 

Please help - pass 

the word to the 

youth in our great  

community... to 

listen for any talk 

of this vandalism 

act & share infor-

mation with Det. 

Sgt. Brian Sliger 

925/313-3703  

or  e-mail at: 

BSliger@Danville.ca.gov 



 

 

FOLLOW SUPPORTING ORGANIZATIONS on their WEBSITES: 
 

Danville Veterans Memorial Building:   www.VMBSRV.org 
“Operation Welcome Home” event can be found at: www.DiabloValleyFlagBrigade.com  

Info on All Wars Memorial & obtaining AWM Pavers at Oak Hill Park - visit:   

www.AllWarsMemorial.org  

Marines Memorial Association / Hotel / Club in SF - Visit their website at:  www.MarineClub.com 

Sentinels of Freedom Scholarship Foundation - visit:  www.SentinelsofFreedom.org 

Wheelchair Foundation & Wine for Wheels - Support mobility - Visit:  www.WineforWheels.org  

Blue Star Moms #101:  www.bluestarmoms.org  & Blue Star Moms #20: www.ccbluestarmoms.org 

 

Visit our own VNVDV website to see more about the VietNam Veterans of Diablo Valley  at:  

www.VNVDV.com 

See OUR websites for additional listings & Links  



 



 

In Honor of the 50th Anniversary of the Viet Nam War the Viet Nam Veterans of Diablo 

Valley have ”Commissioned a commemorative VNVDV cap” for members available 

through VNVDV Director of Procurement:  T. J. Trujillo’s Contact him by: e-mail:  Trujil-

lo.tj.john@gmail.com to order this special cap. Cost is $25 each for the existing sup-

ply.  

 

VNVDV Member August Birthdays 

 Jack Enright  8/7  Navy Anthony Bettencourt 8/6  Army 

 Denver Mills  8/8  Navy Ed Meshinsky   8/9  Army 

 Phillip Butler 8/11  Navy Carl Swanson  8/15  Army 

 Bob Wright   8/22 Marine James Hart   8/29 Marine 

 Mike Martin  8/30  Navy 

  

SPECIAL CENTENARIAN 

 TRIBUTE 

Leo Bruning 8/18 Air Force  

Honorary Life Member  

 



 



 

In 2015 



 

Aug 2015 


