
 

 

April 

2015 

Raymond 
“Ray”  

La Rochelle 
VNVDV 

President 2015 
Offers  

Congratulations   
to the VSO and  
friends for the 
success of the 
Corn Beef and 

Cabbage dinner 
Fund Raiser that 

achieved great 
results through 
the efforts of 

many!  

A Reminder . . . East 

Bay’s Largest 

 

MEMORIAL DAY - 

Monday  MAY 25 

 
The Diablo Valley’s 

Largest Veteran  

Remembrance  

 

Oak Hill Park - 

Stone Valley Road  

Town of Danville 

Site of the beautiful 

ALL WARS  

MEMORIAL 

Viet Nam Veterans of Diablo Valley 

Welcome  March 2015 Speaker 
Ruth Mary Torres  -  
“Rosie the Riveter”  
served as a welder at 
Moore’s Shipyard in 
Oakland during 
WWII.  This is one 
speaker you will not want to miss! 

CORNED BEEF AND CABBAGE FEAST! 

The Veterans Memorial Building fundraiser exceeded 
expectations in every way - Great Food and a really 
successful Silent & Live Auction and Raffle.  Jerry 
Yahiro - Slatts & team headed up the kitchen crew. 
You know it’s good when they were even getting com-
pliments on the cabbage! Dianne Giacovelli did a su-
per job organizing all of the donations & the presenta-
tion was excellent.  Thanks to Dennis Giacovelli & Lee 
Halverson with the support of all the committee mem-
bers for planning & executing another great event.  
Funds raised will allow the Operating Committee to 
pay for the veterans expenses for operations of the 
veteran wing for the coming year. 

WALK OF HONOR 2015 

We’re still looking for additional registrations to partici-
pate in the Phillips 66 7th annual Walk of Honor on 
Armed Forces Day - Saturday May 16, 2015.  The 
web-site is up & running so sign up and walk to honor 
your favorite veteran or service member.  Whether 
you can physically do the walk or not please register & 
attend the luncheon, the food is always great and it is 
a grand party so come on out!  

MEMORIAL DAY – VOLUNTEERS NEEDED. 

Our Flagship event is coming up fast & we need vol-
unteers to serve on the committee, carry flags & help 
with set-up/teardown.  See me or Jerry Yahiro if you 
want to help out.  This is our 24th annual Memorial 
Day Ceremonies event at Oak Hill Park in Danville 
scheduled on May 25, 2015.  We have a great speak-
er lined up & the Danville Community Band to provide 
music for the event. 

“PROUDLY WE SERVED” and continue to 
serve veterans and our community.   

Armed Forces 

Day 

WALK of HONOR 

May 16, 2014 

Phillips 66  

WALK of HONOR 

Be a 

"Tribute" Walker! 

Crockett, CA 
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To Do List... 
EVENTS YOU SHOULD ATTEND 

 
VMB Veterans Coffee 

Visit VMB Museum  
Every Saturday - 8-11AM 

 

See our County Veteran 

Service Officer 
By Appt. Every Wed 10AM-3PM 

  

 D/SV Rotary Blackhawk 
 Film Festival & Spirit of 

the Old West Exhibit 
Thurs. - MAY 7th - Danville 

 
Phillips 66 - Walk of Honor 

Armed Forces Day 

MAY 16th - Crockett 
 

Memorial Day 

Oak Hill Park 
MAY  25th - Danville 

 

Wheelchair Foundation 15th  

Anniversary Gala - June 13th 
  

4th of July Parade VNVDV 

Flag Distribution - Danville 

Phillips 66 - San Francisco Refinery & Carbon Plant 

Honor the Men and Women who Served Our Nation & those 
serving currently on Armed Forces Day - 3rd Saturday in May 
in Crockett with the “WALK of HONOR” for our veterans!   
 Phillips 66 and the VNVDV invites you to join with us in hon-
oring & celebrating the service of our military veterans on 
May 16th Armed Forces Day 2015. Currently, the employees 
are organizing their “7th Annual Phillips 66 “Walk of Honor” 
a key-stone community event in Crockett sponsored & host-
ed by Phillips 66.  On Saturday, May 16, the "Walk of Hon-
or" is a short walk across the Alfred Zampa Memorial Bridge 
& back - followed by an amazing BBQ luncheon. Last year’s 
event was a huge success. More than 400 employees, con-
tractors, sponsors & local residents participated in the cele-
bration. Phillips 66 event planning team is working hard help 
surpass last years fundraising & attendance milestones, and 
with your help we are sure to succeed! We promise you a 
fun, exciting & fulfilling morning honoring the men & women 
who currently serve our nations and all those who have val-
iantly served our nation.  This event supports our veterans! 
Once again, Phillips 66 is partnering with both the Vietnam 
Veterans of the Diablo Valley (VNVDV), and the Crockett 
Community Services District (CCSD). Phillips 66 equally di-
vide all proceeds from the Walk between these two organi-
zations. The VNVDV is an incredible organization comprised 
of community volunteers who work diligently providing sup-
port services to veterans in need, including hosting the “East 
Bay Stand Down”. The volunteers of the CCSD have under-
taken a huge public benefit challenge, leading the efforts to 
re-store the Crockett Veterans Memorial Building. We are 
very honored to support these two worthy causes and hope 
we can count on your support.  Registration is OPEN at:   

http://site.walkofhonor2009.com/Success.html  - 

and Sponsorships are available - see the 2015 WALK 
of HONOR website for event details and full schedule at:  
www.SFRWalkofHonor.com and contact Aimee Lohr at Phil-
lips 66 to sponsor.  Please join us in 2015.  Watch for updates 
on our website - in our newsletters - Facebook & Flash news! 



 

 

“Corn Beef Cabbage” VSO Fund Raiser - Pictures Record the Success 



 

 

On Saturday - April 11th, The DELTA VETERANS GROUP would like to tell our 

Vietnam Veterans WELCOME HOME and THANK YOU! 
 

We are having a BBQ at the Antioch Historical society museum in Antioch, CA.   

Please see our Appreciation BBQ Information  Poster below - in this edition of the VNVDV Incoming newsletter. 

Colors will be posted at 11:30 followed by remarks and  Food will be served at Noon.  

This is a fundraiser to support the "2015 Stand Down on the Delta" event - a Homeless Veteran Stand 

Down program at the CCC FAIRGROUNDS - September 11 - 14, 2015. 

Please help share the news about this special Vietnam Veteran Appreciation BBQ - and also pass the word 

about the 2015 Stand Down on the Delta this fall and our effort to help end veteran homelessness. 

Thank you for your continued support of our local veterans’ community.  

J.R. Wilson  - President / CEO -  Delta Veterans Group -  www.deltaveteransgroup.org 

http://www.deltaveteransgroup.org/


 

 

Visit Diablo Valley Flag Brigade at 

www.DiabloValleyFlagBrigade.com 

Or contact WWR below:  

Diablo Valley Flag Brigade Diablo Valley Flag Brigade Diablo Valley Flag Brigade ---   “Operation Welcome Home”“Operation Welcome Home”“Operation Welcome Home”   



 

 

VNVDV Dinner Speakers On-Deck: 

April 2nd Mary Torres-  “Rosie the Riveter”  served as a welder at Moore’s Shipyard in 

Oakland during WWII 

May 7 Steven Burchik  “An Ordinary Year, An Extraordinary Time” has photography ex-

hibit of his year in Viet Nam—This is the exhibit displayed in San Ramon. 

June 4th  Jason Deitch and Michael Ergo presenting “War Ink”  

July 2 Hank Glauser works for Lawrence Livermore National Laboratory as a Principal 

Investigator for Global Security of our Countries Ports 

August 6 Cornelia and Lang Srey  “The Smell of Water”  a twelve year old soldiers escape 

form the Khmer Rouge Army and the story of his survival 

SPECIAL THANKS TO THE 

FEBRUARY SPEAKER  

Ruth Gasten-  Jewish Girl who was born in 
Germany in 1933, the year Hitler rose to pow-
er.  The story of her father being dragged off to 
a concentration camp and her escape to the 

United States  

Viet Nam Memorial Travelling Wall 
 
April 8-12 the (travelling/moving) VN Memorial 
Wall is coming to Golden Gate National Cemetery 
in San Bruno. Docents and security personnel are 
needed 24x7. Time slots start at 6 pm Wed Apr 8 
thru 6 pm Sunday Apr 12 and are 3 hrs. long with 2 
docents and 1 security person needed for each shift. 
Anyone desiring to volunteer contact: Jim Herndon 
650-561-2491. 



 

 

Salute to Viet Nam Veterans 

 50th Anniversary of the Vietnam War 

THURSDAY • APRIL 9, 2015 • 6:00 PM 

Marines' Memorial Club & Hotel • 609 Sutter Street, San Francisco 

 

Join us for the 50th anniversary of the Vietnam War for an evening honoring Viet 
Nam Veterans.  Our Guest of Honor is Paul “Buddy” Bucha who is the recipient of 
the Medal of Honor.  He’ll speak, followed by showing of “Last Days in Vietnam”, 
Academy Award nomination for Best Documentary. Our commemoration program 
will be followed by a grand reception with open bar, carving stations, plenty of hor 
d’overves, live music and dancing.  
 
5:30 pm Registration | 6:00 pm Special screening of the documentary 

"Last Days in Vietnam" 

  FREE Admission to Movie Screening 
• Following Film Screening: Grand Reception with live music from the era - 

hors d' oeuvres, desserts and open bar. 
  GRAND RECEPTION TICKETS: $49.00 per person to attend grand reception 

 

REGISTER ONLINE TODAY www.marineclub.com 

NORCAL 2015 Fundraiser  

for Veterans 

Concord Veterans Center 

News 

http://www.marineclub.com/calendar/index.php?m=4&y=2015&view=list&show=&city%5b0%5d=0&d=9&id=863
http://mmanetcom.marineclub.com/EVENTSHome


 

 

4th Annual Salute to Iraq and Afghanistan War Veterans  

Thursday, 16 April 2015 at 7pm 

Marines' Memorial  Club and Hotel  -    www.marineclub.com 

Please join us for our 4th Annual Salute to Iraq and Afghanistan War Veterans on 16 April 

2015. Program begins 7:00 pm. This is a free event. REGISTER ONLINE TODAY  Featured 

Guest Speaker:  General James N. Mattis, USMC (Ret.), former Commander, US Central 

Command and one of our nation’s most experienced combat leaders. 

In the weeks after 9/11, General Mattis commanded Task Force 58, comprised of over 8000 Marines from 
the USS Peleliu and USS Bataan Amphibious Ready Groups.  In the darkness of the early hours of 25 No-
vember, 2001, the first waves of CH-53E Super Stallion helicopters lifted off amphibious assault ship flight 
decks in the Northern Arabian Sea.  Task Force 58 flew 400 miles inland to a dusty airstrip south of Kanda-
har, Afghanistan.  It was the deepest insertion of Marines from the sea into a combat zone in our nation’s his-
tory.  By 13 December, the Taliban leadership was deposed and the Marines established a Forward Operat-

ing Base in Kandahar.   

In March 2003, General Mattis led the 1st Marine Division from Kuwait to Baghdad. His Marines toppled the 
Saddam Hussein statue in Iraq’s capitol on 9 April, 2003 and a week later seized the city of Tikrit 150km 
north.  General Mattis redeployed the Division to Camp Pendleton. CA and less than a year later, returned to 
Iraq to lead the counter insurgency fight in a restive Al Anbar Province.  He popularized the slogan adopted 

by the Marines, "no better friend, no worse enemy".   

General Mattis subsequently commanded I Marine Expeditionary Force (I MEF) and Marine Forces Central 
Command (MARCENT).   As a 4 star general, he served as both NATO’s Supreme Allied Commander Trans-
formation from 2007-2009 and as Commander, US Joint Forces Command from 2007-2010. After serving as 
Commander US Central Command from 2010 to 2013 General Mattis retired with over 40 years of active ser-

vice and became a Fellow at the Hoover Institution, Stanford University.  

Don’t miss an opportunity to join General Mattis as we gather to recognize Iraq and Afghanistan Veterans!   
Immediately following the program, all Iraq and Afghanistan Veterans are invited to join General Mattis for a reception. 

 

4th Annual Salute to Iraq and Afghanistan Veterans 
 

THURSDAY • APRIL 16, 2015 • 7:00 PM 
Marines' Memorial Club & Hotel • 609 Sutter Street, San Francisco 
6:30 pm Registration | 7:00 pm Commemoration Program 

This is a FREE event. REGISTER ONLINE TODAY. www.marineclub.com 

Marines' Memorial Association 

609 SUTTER STREET • SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA 94102-1027 • UNITED STATES 

TELEPHONE: (415) 673-6672 • FAX: 441-3649  

http://mmanetcom.marineclub.com/page.redir?target=http://mmanetcom.marineclub.com/EVENTSHome&srcid=56631&srctid=1&erid=1684919&trid=3dc2e761-d332-4a6a-82a6-9806f3094045
http://mmanetcom.marineclub.com/page.redir?target=http://mmanetcom.marineclub.com/EVENTSHome&srcid=56631&srctid=1&erid=1684919&trid=3dc2e761-d332-4a6a-82a6-9806f3094045


 

 



 

 

This month please acknowledge the following: 

Doug Miller - Navy - 4/1    Harry Fuller - Army - 4/6 

Del Loewe - Navy - 4/7     Dennis Giacovelli - Navy - 4/9 

Michael Ebert - Army - 4/12   Charles Fiedler - Army 4/23 

Dennis Verlyne - Navy 4/23   Jack Hafen - Navy 4/25  

Dave Richardson - Army 4/25   Richard Lambert - Navy 4/29     

Viet Nam Veterans Diablo Valley April Birthdays  

Behind the Scene Effort to Prepare the Veteran Services 

Organization Resource Library with specific emphasis on 

Professional Job Research  Materials 

1. Information collected and sort-

ed 

2. Books arranged by categories 

3. Professional development or 

starting a business 

4. VNVDV Computer available  



 

 

2015 WALK of HONOR for our Veterans 
Sponsored by Phillips 66 Refinery & Carbon Plant 

 

Honoring the Men and Women who Served Our Nation 
 

The Phillips 66 Refinery and Carbon Plant invite you to join with us in honoring and celebrating the service of our 

military veterans on Saturday, May 16, 2015. The 7th Annual "Walk of Honor for our Veterans" will be a short 

walk across the Alfred Zampa Memorial Bridge and back.  Last year’s event was a huge success & well attended. 

Over 600 employees, contractors & local residents participated in the celebration, and together we raised $40,000!  

We are working hard to surpass last year’s fundraising and attendance milestones, and with your help we are sure to 

succeed!  We promise you a fun, exciting and fulfilling Armed Forces Day 2015 honoring the men and women who 

proudly serve today and those who have valiantly served our nation.  We are still accepting Sponsors at this time! 

 

Schedule of Events at 2015 WALK of HONOR for our Veterans in Crockett 

Saturday, May 16, 2015  

8:00AM - 9:30AM – “Walk” Check-In / Registration at the Crockett Community Center -  850 Pomona Street -  

Crockett, CA.  Register on-line in advance at:  www.SFRWalkofHonor.com -  $25.  Registration includes 

“Walk” Shirt & BBQ Lunch. 

  

8AM – 1PM - The VA along with many local Veterans Service Organizations (VSO) & other non-profit organi-

zations serving veterans & their families will be on hand providing information regarding their services / pro-

grams / projects and benefits available to veterans / family members and those who proudly serve today. 
 

10:00AM - "Walk" begins.   Transportation will be provided to and from the bridge. 
 

11:45AM - Luncheon Ceremony. Following the “Walk” all registered participants are invited to join us for a 

special BBQ luncheon & ceremony, including music and a outstanding raffle. 
 

100% of all contributions to the Phillips 66 Walk of Honor will be divided evenly between the Viet Nam 

Veterans of Diablo Valley (VNVDV) and the Crockett Community Services District (CCSD). The VNVDV 

is dedicated to present and former members of the Armed Forces of the United States, through the support of 

local community activities, which recognize the contributions and sacrifices of Veterans. The CCSD is  

dedicated to the preservation and restoration of the Crockett Veterans Memorial Hall. 

 

Please join us and help support those currently serving & all of our nation’s veterans on SAT – May 16th  

Armed Forces Day in Crockett at the 2015 Phillips 66 Walk of Honor for our Veterans.  We’ll look for you! 

http://www.SFRWalkofHonor.com


 

 

Blackhawk Museums 

New Exhibition Now Open 
 

The Spirit of the Old West exhi-

bition tells the story of the west-

ern frontier from the perspective 
of both the Native Americans 

and the settlers before, during 

and after the expansion west. 

The exhibition features authen-

tic artifacts from the period, a 

large diorama depicting key his-

toric moments, scenes of wildlife 

from the frontier and other ele-

Also at the Blackhawk Museum… 

The Wheelchair Foundation’s 
 

15th Year Anniversary Gala 

June 13, 2015 
 

Save the Date for this Special Event 
 

Blackhawk Museum 

3700 Blackhawk Plaza Circle 

Danville, CA 94506 



 

 



 

 



 

 

BLUE STAR MOMS – Chapter 101 

4th of July Care Packages for our Troops - Community Drop-Off Schedule: 
April 11 – Pleasanton – WALMART from 10:00AM to 3:00PM - 4501 Rosewood Dr. - Pleasanton 
May 2 - San Ramon – SAFEWAY from 10:00AM to 3:00PM - 2505 San Ramon Valley Blvd. (near Crow Canyon) 
May 30 – San Ramon – LUCKY’S from 10:00AM to 3:00PM - 21001 San Ramon Valley Blvd. - San Ramon 
June 6 – Danville – VETERANS MEMORIAL BUILDING from 10:00AM to 3:00PM – 400 Hartz Ave. - Danville  

June 20 – Dublin – CAMP PARKS – Packaging & Mailing - 4th of July Care Packages for the Troops -10:00AM - 2:00PM 
 

For more CARE PACKAGE information, or to find out how to drop off other donations contact Linda Johnson at: lcjas-
soc@gmail.com.  Monetary donations are always appreciated to cover our postage expense. Your checks can be 
made payable to & mailed to: Blue Star Moms – P. O. Box 2537 - San Ramon, CA  94538.  All drop-off dates listed 
above are Saturdays and for a list of items we are looking for - visit our website at www.bluestarmoms.org. 
 
May 29 – Friday – 10AM - The Blue Star Mom’s 5th Annual Charity Golf Tournament at Callippe Preserve Golf Course 
in Pleasanton.  All funds raised through this event will again benefit our annual Gold Star Family program in San 
Francisco.  The Blue Star Moms – Chapter 101 are seeking event sponsors -  Event flyer on our website.  For more 
information contact Jake at Callipee Golf Course at 925-426-6666 x18 or Michelle Miller at chellem@bak.rr.com. 

June 29 - Monday from 5:30PM thru 9:00PM at Gianni's Restaurant in San Ramon the Blue Star Moms will be work-

ing for “TIPS for the TROOPS”  Gianni’s is closed on Mondays – and open for charitable organizations to support 

worthy causes.  Please join the Blue Star Moms at Gianni’s at 2065 San Ramon Valley Blvd. in San Ramon as they 

work for “TIPS”   To make reservations call: 925-820-6969 or visit http://www.opentable.com/giannis-italian-bistro?

rid=108103&restref=108103.   All funds raised at Gianni’s will benefit the BSM care package program for our troops.  

mailto:lcjassoc@gmail.com
mailto:lcjassoc@gmail.com
http://www.bluestarmoms.org/
tel:925-426-6666%20x18
mailto:chellem@bak.rr.com
tel:925-820-6969
http://www.opentable.com/giannis-italian-bistro?rid=108103&restref=108103
http://www.opentable.com/giannis-italian-bistro?rid=108103&restref=108103
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