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Thanks to all 
those who have 

signed up for the 
EBSD 2014.  

 
Do you know 

others?   
More Volunteers 

are needed!  
 

Register on-line 
Details inside…

   

SAT  Morning  

VET Coffee… 

Meet with fellow 
Veterans every 
Saturday from 8 
AM until 11 AM 
at the Danville 

Veterans Memorial 
Building 

Pastries too! 

Viet Nam Veterans of Diablo Valley 

September Guest Speaker 

Frank Jordan is very passionate 
and extremely knowledgeable 

about World War I.  He leads 
yearly battlefield tours of the old 
Western Front in France & 

Belgium.  This May, Frank led a 
tour to commemorate the centen-

nial of the start of the “Great 
War”.  Frank will be reporting on 
this trip as well as enhancing our 

knowledge of World War I. 

 Join us on Sept. 4th 

For Dinner & Guest Speaker  

The year is moving quickly with two 

major events for us in September…  
First - thanks to all who attended the WINE 
TASTING AT RETZLAFF last month making this 
another successful social event with great 
wine, music & snacks. The organization net-
ted $247 on the evening!  Retzlaff was im-
pressed with the support our members & 
guests showed for this event as was I.  
Great job!  A special thanks to Gary and 
Marcia who provided extra snacks for the 
evening! 

EAST BAY STAND DOWN 

The largest community support event for 
Homeless Veterans is Sept. 11-14  at  the 
Alameda County Fairgrounds & VNVDV is 
a Major Sponsor since 1999.  Be aware of   
Extended Deadline for Volunteer Sign-Up is  
Sept. 3rd.  No “walk-ins”  visitors or onsite 
registration - All Must Register in advance.  
Please report to your volunteer positions at 
EBSD on time… remember -  You make  a 

difference! 

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS 

Our Membership Director, Joe Calloway, 
has been doing a great job recruiting new 
VietNam Vet Members & we are growing 
in numbers!  Do you know other veterans? 

*Continued page 2 

East Bay Stand Down Volunteers 
Needed for September 11-14  

at Alameda County Fairgrounds 
On-line Volunteer Registration for EBSD 
will CLOSE Sept. 3rd.  You must register 

“in-advance” to enter camp! 
EBSD Web: www.Eastbaystanddown.org 
or http://ebsd.ivolunteer.com/ebsd 

Many volunteer positions still open!  

Please help pass the word to friends 
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Volunteers Needed  for 
East Bay Stand Down - 
September 11-14 at  
Alameda County Fairgrounds 

Last opportunity to be a Volunteer 
at EBSD - Volunteer Registration 
is closing at midnight on  Sept. 
3rd - Register now... No on-site 
registration or walk-in visitors  

are authorized this year. 
Contact: www.Eastbaystanddown.org  

or http://ebsd.ivolunteer.com/ebsd 

To volunteer - Scroll the volunteer function 
areas with job descriptions - see the days & 
number of volunteers needed - select the 

hours you are available. Your information re-
mains in the form until you have registered 

for all days desired... multiple days - shifts or 
stay all-day. Meals served to volunteers after 

homeless vets.  Join us - volunteer! 

Encampment Set-up and Take–down 
is still in need of additional volunteers - 

this is Mon-Tue-Wed prior to Stand Down 
& Sunday afternoon - Mon & Tue  after. 

All Duties defined on the website. 

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS 
 

Our Membership Director, Joe Calloway, has been 
doing a great job recruiting new VietNam Vet Mem-
bers & we are growing in numbers!  Do you know 

other veterans?  To our new members: please take 
the opportunity to participate in one or more of our 
many events.  They are rewarding and fun. 
 

ALCATRAZ SWIM EVENT PLANS TAKING SHAPE 
Our 2nd annual Alcatraz Swim is Sunday, September 
28, 2014.  Make plans now to be there to show sup-
port for these veterans and, if you’re able, contact 
Earle to join the swim.  We are still in need of volun-
teers to assist in this event.  Only registered volunteers 
will share breakfast & lunch.  Spectators are wel-
come but your food is your responsibility.  See addi-
tional information inside this newsletter edition. 
 

VETERANS DAY 2014 
Jerry Yahiro, our Director of Events, is wrapping up 
details for this event.  It will again be held at the San 
Ramon Valley High School Performing Arts Center on 
November 11th and doors open to the public at 
10:00 AM with the formal program starting at 11:00 
AM.  This year’s theme a Special Tribute to Pearl Har-

bor Survivors. Plan on being  at this great event. 
 

Danville Veterans Memorial Building  Library & Histori-
cal Collection Committee (LHCC) will be hosting a 
three-day Open House featured special displays of 
military memorabilia & vehicles for the weekend pri-
or to Veterans Day.  More details next month.  

Please join us at our 1st Thursday Dinner Meeting on Sept. 

4th at Crow Canyon Country Club.  Look forward to see 

you. 

EBSD Thanks our VNVDV Members 
EBSD Logistics Director Mike Weber put out a special call 
for a Work Party to take trucks to Dixon for pick-up of the  
Large Tents / Poles & very heavy kitchen oven equipment 
needed for our EBSD.  The first to volunteer were STEVE 
MAZAIKA & DENNIS PETERSEN… & joining them imme-

diately after the notice were DENNIS GIACOVELLI  & 
BILL LAVIGNE.  This was a big job with four very dedicat-
ed VNVDV members answering the call.  Many Thanks for 
their personal efforts on behalf of East Bay Stand Down.   



East Bay Stand Down — VOLUNTEERS are NEEDED... you can pick 
your days & times to volunteer on-line & register before Sept. 3rd. 
Contact: Eastbaystanddown.org or http://ebsd.ivolunteer.com/ebsd 



East  Bay  Stand  Down  2014 is  scheduled for September 11 to 14    
   

Your VSO - Group or Organization can Sponsor a Tent or be a donor in many areas!   
Sponsoring a Tent - $500.00 for non-profit & veteran groups and $1000.00 for corporate 
business.  Major Sponsorships are available - contact Director Jerry Yahiro for more infor-
mation.  Please see the Volunteers needed for a wide variety of support roles at EBSD.  You 

may be the perfect volunteer for these much needed slots or you may know someone who is 
also available and would like to make a difference in the lives of our homeless veterans.   
   We need volunteers prior to EBSD for set-up of the encampment & after EBSD closes. 



Antioch Veteran receives assistance from East County 
Veterans Organization - Sentinels of Freedom - the 

Wheelchair Foundation & Boy Scout speedy response 
Brandon Del Fiorentino, a Marine injured in Iraq 2004, survived a drive-by shooting and 
is now recovering. Brandon’s Iraq injuries include spinal, brain & eye damage. He has 
been through a successful but difficult recovery complicated with PTSD.  

Brandon is the father of five children - including an infant daughter. He had ben work-
ing in San Jose with a film and video production company. 

The picture to the right is Brandon Del Fiorentino with 
Boy Scout Chris Behring. Mike Conklin, Sentinels of 
Freedom founder was informed that one of the items 
needed to secure quickly for Brandon was a wheel-
chair & Mike thought this would be a great mission for 
a local Danville Boy Scout named Chris Behring.   

From the time Mike made the call to Lisa Behring 
(Dave was out of town) to the time Chris delivered the 
new wheelchair at the hospital from the Wheelchair 
Foundation with me,  it was only 7 hrs. Chris got home 
from school at 3 pm , changed into his Scout uniform 
and off we went.  What a kid!  Our congratulations & 
thanks to Chris for his efforts. 

Brandon is facing a difficult recovery & DONATIONS are greatly 
appreciated. Donations for the family can be made to the Mechanics Bank on Railroad Avenue in 
Pittsburg, Account 041921267, or through East County Veterans - 708 West Second Street - Antioch, 
CA 94509. Online donations for Brandon also being accepted www.gofundme.com/cgfwhw.    

A special Eagle Scout Project honoring veterans being conducted at this years East Bay Stand Down has developed into 
a major sponsorship effort for Boy Scout Christopher Behring.  Chis planned a multiple approach to helping veterans—
first by collecting funds to purchase $3000 worth of sleeping bags for the homeless veteran program.  Due to his dedicat-
ed efforts speaking about his project to many service organizations including Rotary Clubs - Chris raised enough funds to 
purchase all the sleeping bags for the EBSD 2014 event.  Chris raised near $10,000 - as of the recent planning meeting, 
far exceeding the amount required for the needed 450 sleeping bags.  Congratulations to Boy Scout Chris Behring.  
 

Chis exceeded his goal and requested EBSD to use additional funds to help these veterans reconnect.  This request de-
veloped into the purchase of a special event photo printer which will be used as part of an EBSD Photo Booth taking 
photos of participating displaced veterans during the four-day encampment.  This is effort is being combined for the first 
time with efforts by a law firm volunteering PeopleMap software to assist in locating contact information on family mem-
bers.  The objective is to allowing them to make a phone call home helping to reconnect & follow-up with a personal letter 
home including a current photograph in each letter helping them reconnect with family.  Primary focus of Chris on-site will 
be leading a team of Boy Scouts in video interviews of veterans & be sent back to the Library of Congress.   These inter-
views will be entered as part of the permanent collection in the “Veterans History Project” as the major effort of his Ea-
gle Scout project.  East Bay Stand Down 2014 is honored to have Chris Behring as a volunteer & major sponsor. 



Veterans Lost in August 

 

Colonel Bernard "Bernie" Fisher, USAF (Ret) - previous 
Memorial Day guest speaker for VNVDV.----- 
 
MOH Recipient "Bernie" Fisher - Gone West  

Some of you may recall that Colonel Bernard "Bernie" Fisher, USAF 
(Ret) was one of the three (3) Key Speakers at the 2002 VNVDV/
Danville Annual Memorial Day Observance. 

After battling a long illness Col. Bernie Fisher flew West this last 
Saturday, 16 Aug 14 to what lies ahead and beyond his time on plan-
et earth. To all of his family and friends we send our prayers and a final salute.  



Swim Director Earle Conklin is still recruiting interested Active-Duty Military & Veterans to complete 
the training & certification in time for the Sept. 28 swim.  Help pass the word.  Bob Musor is looking 
for additional Boats to provide support & safety for the swim.  Dennis Petersen is coordinating all 
the Shore activities at the Swim & Jerry Yahiro our Event Director is handling all Food for swimmers.  

Additional support is needed - contact one of these coordinator to help in their area at swim event. 



What is going on with VNVDV MembersWhat is going on with VNVDV MembersWhat is going on with VNVDV Members   

Contra Costa Television (CCTV) starts a new feature program—
”VETERAN VOICES” and on Monday evening Aug. 18, Joe Calla-
way, VNVDV Membership Director and Bob Whitworth, both Viet 
Nam Veterans joined Nathan Johnson, County Veterans Service Of-
ficer and Kevin Graves of  CALVET on the live broadcast of  Veterans 
Voices of  Contra Costa County. Joe and Bob were interviewed about 
their Viet Nam experience. Training, deployment, in-country Infantry as-
signments and stateside adjustment after leaving the Army were featured 
topics. Joe and Bob both were assigned to Infantry Units that trained and 
deployed as units. Both Joe and Bob entered intensive OJT programs 
and quickly learned to deal with fear, control, survival and learning. Bob 
returned to Central California, married and readjusted. Joe returned to 
Fort Devens, 10th SF near Boston prior to entered College in Boston af-
ter leaving the Army. Bob experienced nightmares and Joe expressed 
some anger and their experiences brought them to the VA where they 
benefited from a program designed to deal with their PTSD. Joe is the 
author of  “Mekong First Light” and Bob authored “Through My 
Eyes” and Joe and Bob felt the books were a positive experience. Reruns 
of  the 18Aug County Veterans Voices TV show are Mondays @ 7pm 
- Wednesdays @ 11pm -  Saturdays @ 9am - COMCAST 27 & others 

A reminder …  the VNVDV is a local, grass-roots non-profit Veterans Service Organization and is 

Non-Political (part of our non-profit status).  Please refrain from “politics” of any kind at dinners. 



Welcome to New VNVDV Members 
Ed Meshinsky—Army 

Don Baker—Navy 

Julian Mathews—Navy 

David Turner—Navy 

Larry Ashlock—Army 

Ryan Sykes (pictured on left) Sentinel Gradu-
ate received Danville’s “TOWN CHOICE”  award 
presented by the MAYOR Robert Storer at Dan-
ville Hot Summer Nights car show. Ryan put a 
lot of work into his Chevy Camaro and his efforts 
were rewarded & recognized as tops! 

Ryan also participated in the “Tough Mudder 
Los Angles 2014” with the support of Team Si-
lent Predators, including officers of the San Ra-
mon Police Department and his own indomitable 
spirit, Ryan & the team banded together to test 
their grit on the 10-12 mile obstacle course listed 
as one of the toughest events on the Planet.  

In a third accomplishment Sentinel Ryan Sykes USN has taken the oath at as an Honor-
ary Volunteer at the San Ramon Police Department on August 25th at the San Ramon 
Police Department Headquarters.  We congratulate Ryan for another accomplishment. 

Ryan has been working there for almost a year now and has become a very productive sup-
port member for the San Ramon Police Department.  He is very active in our community. 

Ryan has come a long way in his recovery since being injured in Afghanistan and had a lot of 
help from many outstanding organizations, according to Sentinels founder Mike Conklin.  
Ryan’s story of overcoming the odds is nothing short of incredible.  Equally incredible is the 
story of how so many people of the San Ramon Valley  stood up & accepted the mission of 
welcoming Ryan to our community and assisting him maximize his potential. Thanks to all…  

VNVDV OFFER CONGRATULATIONS TO RYAN SYKES 



 





General Anthony Zunni author of "Before the First Shots Are 

Fired: How America Can Win or Lose Off the Battlefield " will 
speak at the Marine's Memorial Club in SF on Sept. 18 at 
6:30PM - Cost for veterans is $12.00 ($10. off reg. price) 

General Anthony Zunni author of "Before the First Shots Are Fired: 

How America Can Win or Lose Off the Battlefield " will also speak for BSM 

SEPT. 15th at Lafayette Veterans Memorial Building at 7PM, & its FREE.  



 

Marine Memorial Association Fall Programs 

As summer draws to a close and September quickly approaches, don’t forget to celebrate Labor Day Weekend and the final days of 
the season at Marines’ Memorial Club where you’ll find an elegant setting for memorable occasions in San Francisco.  
 
Home to the 49ers, days of endless California sunshine, and a vibrant downtown, our convenient location is an ideal place to host 
special occasions when you take advantage of our Meeting Planner Special. This exclusive offer combines our elegant event space 
with continental breakfast, Starbucks Coffee service and extra perks like 15% off of A/V rentals.  
 
After your meeting is over, don’t miss some of the most exciting upcoming events taking place at Marines’ Memorial Club and sur-
rounding Union Square! The Annual Ghirardelli Chocolate Festival returns for its 19th year, transforming into a true San Francisco 
staple and benefiting the non-profit Project Open Hand. Located in the heart of San Francisco’s waterfront, festival goers enjoy deca-
dent samplings, beautiful weather, and take with them an unforgettable experience!  

Spotlight on: The Most Wonderful Time of the Year is Rapidly Approaching  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

609 SUTTER STREET | SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA 94102-1027  
UNITED STATES TELEPHONE: (415) 673-6672 | FAX: 441-3649 

 Holiday cheer spreads quickly and as the season is soon approaching, you’ll want to be 
sure to plan memorable festivities for friends, families and colleagues. Whether you’re 
planning an intimate affair or a grand holiday celebration our Union Square event space 
is an ideal setting for holiday celebrations of every size. Hosting special occasions is 
easy when you take advantage of our flavorful catering options and event packages to 
impress your guests in our downtown San Francisco location  

Launch of “Operation Light at the end 
of the Tunnel—Thur. Sep. 4, 1024 

San Francisco Opera at Sharon 
Meadow—Sep. 7, 2014 

Ghirardelli 19th Annual Chocolate 
Festival—Sun-Mon Sep. 7-8, 2014 

http://links.hebsdigital.com/q/lTStW_LPIBGRaPGS6qWcYc3-pgfliBgc8yRGw9nDh83t0SRGeG9E3TKyP
http://links.hebsdigital.com/q/OxxAkYoKy2JuKu8WOCIsxctoAVEVwxyU6r5Otf1pd6Pqj39GiPmniyGcu
http://links.hebsdigital.com/q/ZDKxvR9_QsMyywXaEChsUkQNXAlzbZ7lm-a-NYtfPmU6ooNGMM0K9t67w
http://links.hebsdigital.com/q/9kBtX_WP_6jVPqSX6DWc-sy-oifliBgD8yRgw9nDh8vm0kGGbG4E3LKCq


Speakers for 2014 

August 7th  Thanks to August Speaker Bert Upson, Author of “On a Clear Day” was in the 
South Tower when the North Tower was hit-and he escaped, mere minutes before United 
#175 would obliterate his conference room.  You will be hearing about 9/11 from someone 
who was in the tower and has a more complete and personal side to the story.  

September 4th:  Frank Jordan is very passionate and extremely knowledgeable about World War I. He 
leads yearly battlefield tours of the old Western Front in France and Belgium.  This May, 
Frank lead a tour to commemorate the centennial of the start of the “Great War”.  Frank 
will be reporting on this trip as well as enhancing our knowledge of World War I. 

October 2nd: John Bryan - CEO of 680 Recovery in Alamo, whose company goal is to give every per-
son the confidence to make it through a crisis situation.  Their team consists of former 
military personnel, firefighters, policemen and women and emergency medical first-
responders with over 150 years of combined experience in emergency services.  

YOUR VETERANS MEMORIAL BUILDING in 
Danville 

The Danville’s Veteran Memorial Building is 
OPEN every SAT. AM from 0800 to 1100 for 
free coffee & pastry… a social get-together.  

Stop by for a few minutes, an hour, stay as long 
as you desire - leave when you want.  Meet in 

our new lounge - enjoy the outdoor patio porch 
-  see the museum displays - bring a friend or 

fellow veteran.  
The VMB Museum is Open Monday thru Friday 9 to 
3 for public visitors.  Past President Mike Slattengren 
is looking for any members interested in volunteering 

a few hours each month as a VMB Docent for our 
Historical Military Museum tours. Easy Training is  

provided - 3Hr shift.  Contact “Slatts”  

Tell others about our Veteran & Military Museum! 

Special Displays planned for Veterans Day Weekend a 
three-day Open House to share Military History. 

VMB Renovation 
Coffee Table Book 

Reduced Price 
Special Available 
at Danville VMB 

  

Books sell for $45.. & 
now reduced to $35.00  
All proceeds go directly 
to pay for the operating 
expenses of the Veterans 
portion of the VMB for 
the San Ramon Valley 



Participate in a Unique Opportunity 



Donate to be a “Plank Owner” of 

Commissioning is Privately Funded through Your Donations 



2014 
ALL SERVICE WOMEN 

VETERAN’S LUNCHEON 
 

San Ramon Marrio.  
2600 Bishop Drive, San Ramon 

 
NOVEMBER 1, 2014 

11:30 AM ~ 3 PM 

 
~Educa� onal Opportuni� es for 

Service Members and Veterans.~ 
Come join your sister veterans 
and currently serving service 

women 
For Northern California’s 29th 

Annual Luncheon 
Celebrate our past 

Honor those who have gone be-
fore us 

Find out what is available to 
women veterans today 

Looking into the future 

See attached flyer for Lunch-
eon Reservation Information 

ALL SERVICE WOMEN VETERAN’S LUNCHEON 





 

CHECK - OUT  &  FOLLOW MONTHLY SOME OF OUR SUPPORTERS WEBSITES: 
All “Operation Welcome Home” event updates can be found at: www.DiabloValleyFlagBrigade.com for upcoming events. 

Visit our own VNVDV website to see more about the VietNam Veterans of Diablo Valley  at:  www.VNVDV.com 

Information on All Wars Memorial and obtaining AWM Pavers at Oak Hill Park - visit:   www.AllWarsMemorial.org  

East Bay Stand Down FINAL monthly meetings - August 12th - visit:  www.EastBayStandDown.org for location of monthly meeting 

Marines Memorial Association / Hotel / Club in SF - Visit their website at:  www.MarineClub.com 

Sentinels of Freedom Scholarship Foundation - visit:  www.SentinelsofFreedom.org 

Wheelchair Foundation & Wine for Wheels - Support our those in need of mobility - Visit:  www.WineforWheels.org & see VNVDV 

Blue Star Moms #101 website:  www.bluestarmoms.org  & Blue Star Moms #20 website: www.ccbluestarmoms.org 

Get involved in “Take the Rock” - Veteran Swim Challenge for Active-Duty Military & Veterans 

See other websites listed inside this edition of the INCOMING News & on our website. 
 

For details and information on our new Veterans Memorial Building visit: www.srvVeteransHall.org - You can still make a 

“pledge” over a three to five year period… have your name on the donor wall and YOU will “make a difference in the future” 

A reminder …  the VNVDV is a local, grass-roots non-profit Veterans Service Organization and is 

Non-Political (part of our non-profit status).  Please refrain from “politics” of any kind at dinners. 





California’s Veteran Benefit Book Available - See  CCC VSO 

TAKE the ROCK Swim Director Earle Conklin said, “You'd be proud to see how our guys are doing.   
They have such heart.  They have such fight in them. (I guess you've heard me say this before.) It so 
inspires me and renews my faith in humanity to help these young people struggle, face their fears 
and their own limitations, stand up to the cold water and say I Will Do This Thing!  I am so proud to 
be there, so privileged.  And, our Coaches keep coming back as well, even though they are mostly 
non-veterans.  They see the same thing I do and they share the sense of personal victory and pride. 

These veteran swimmers are "our" soldiers now. They are truly and fully ours.  Earle Conklin 

Swim Director Earle Conklin is still recruiting interested Active-Duty Military & Veterans to swim Sept. 28  
Help pass the word.  Bob Musor our Fleet Director is looking for additional Boats to provide support & 
safety for the swim.  Dennis Petersen is our Shore Director coordinating all beach activities at Swim. Jer-
ry Yahiro - VNVDV Event Director is coordinating the food for both breakfast & lunch for swimmers.   
Additional volunteer support is needed - please ask one of the coordinators to help in specific area. 



Because You Chose To  Proudly Serve 
Oakmont Memorial Cemetery in Lafayette is offering assistance to all Veterans 
and Veteran Spouses on both Traditional and Cremation Property. 

Contact: Thomas Corbett, Veteran Liaison Officer 

(925) 935-3311, (925) 216-4785  or 
TCOAK8@gmail.com 

 



VietNam Veterans VietNam Veterans VietNam Veterans KilledKilledKilled---ininin---Action Action Action from Contra Costa from Contra Costa from Contra Costa ---   
Photos still needed for those fallen Photos still needed for those fallen Photos still needed for those fallen ---      Names on the WallNames on the WallNames on the Wall   

The first time Janna Hoehn visited Washington, D.C., she went to the Vietnam Veterans Memorial. Its simple power -- a black 
granite wall etched with the 58,286 names of U.S. service members killed in the Vietnam War -- left her in tears. 

"As you're standing there, you realize your reflection is in this wall," said Hoehn, 58. "You're in there with the soldiers. It made 
me cry because it's so massive, so many names." 

Now she's part of a project that aims to intensify the emotional experience by adding faces to the names. The Faces Never For-
gotten project has collected photos for more than 33,000 of the names on the wall, via online submissions from family and 
friends and through the work of volunteers directed by the nonprofit Vietnam Veterans Fund in Washington, D.C. 

The project is the brainchild of Jan Scruggs, a Vietnam veteran who founded the wall. Now he seeks to build an underground 
education center on the Washington Mall in which to display the photos. (Photos that have been collected are displayed at 
www.vvmf.org/Wall-of-Faces.) 

Legislation authorizing construction of the $100 million education center was signed in 2003 by President George W. Bush. 
Scruggs said he has raised approximately $15 million to date. Recently, Congress granted the project a four-year extension -- 
through 2017 -- to raise the additional $85 million. 

"We're talking to the right people in the corporate world," said Scruggs, an Army veteran who earned a Purple Heart in Vi-
etnam. "We'll get it done. It will be powerful. We really want this to be done in a tasteful manner to inspire people to appreciate 
those who have given everything for their country." 

Hoehn, a florist on the island of Maui in Hawaii, was part of the Faces Never Forgotten project before she knew it existed. Five 
years ago, on her visit to the Vietnam Veterans Memorial, she traced a random name -- MIA Gregory Crossman -- on a piece of 
paper. After returning home, her curiosity piqued, she searched online for any information she could find about her mystery 
service member. Her cousin was able to locate a photo.  "I put his picture in a scrapbook," Hoehn said, "and put the scrapbook 
away." 

Then she heard about Faces Never Forgotten. She sent Crossman's photo to Scruggs, who wrote back asking if Hoehn would be 
willing to locate photos for the 42 dead or missing from her home island. She calls them the "Maui boys."  "What I thought 
would be a simple project was not," she said. "After six months, I had them." 

Hoehn then volunteered to find pictures of casualties from Riverside County, where she grew up. Now she's searching Bay Area 
counties. She uses a number of tools. She started tracking down the "Maui boys" with a phone book. She visited high schools, 
scanned microfiche in libraries and pored through yearbooks. She got the final photo by knocking on a door in her neighbor-
hood. 

Now she works remotely, scouring the Internet and asking local newspapers to write about the project. Her cousin helps, using 
ancestry.com. For her work in Contra Costa County, Hoehn enlisted the help of the Vietnam Veterans of Diablo Valley. 

"I think we'll get most of the photographs," Scruggs said. "By the time we have the center built, we'll probably be in the 80 to 85 
percent range. Once it's operational, and people come to see it, that's when we'll get the rest. There's probably one-half of 1 
percent you can never get." 

The photo Andy Holt cares most about is the one of his older brother, Raymond, who was killed in combat in the Binh Duong 
province of South Vietnam in 1970, two days after Christmas and 10 days after his 22nd birthday. Andy, Raymond and their 
three siblings grew up in Antioch. 

Andy Holt, who enlisted in the Army with two buddies who were killed in Vietnam, likes the concept of Faces Never Forgotten. 

"That sounds great," he said. "The men and women who served in Vietnam, and those who didn't make it back, had a (crummy) 
deal. It's not like our soldiers today, who come home to a warm welcome. It was just bad all the way around. This is a long time 
coming." 

* See the list of names for Photos Needed for Fallen VietNam Veterans from your County on website:  www.VNVDV.com 

This article was written by Bay Area News Group’s Gary Peterson at 925-952-5053. Follow him at Twitter.com/garyscribe. 

To contribute a photo—see our VNVDV website for a list of names for photos... 
If you have a photo of a friend or family member who was lost in Vietnam and wish to contribute it to the Faces Never Forgotten 
project, email it to Janna Hoehn at neverforgotten2014@gmail.com.  

Janna Hoehn  was the VNVDV featured dinner speaker on JUNE 5th - support  this 
volunteer project.  Remember…  do some research - You can make a difference! 

http://www.vvmf.org/Wall-of-Faces
http://ancestry.com/
http://twitter.com/garyscribe
mailto:neverforgotten2014@gmail.com




 


