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Raymond 
“Ray”  

La 
Rochelle 

VNVDV 
President 

2014 offers: 
Special 

thanks to 
the Staff 

that 
prepared 

and served 
the Crab 
Feed.  

Corned Beef & 
Cabbage Din-
ner Donations 
for Raffle & Silent 
Auction are Criti-
cally Needed pri-
or to March 15th 
to support the 
VMB Operations. 
To help contact 
Dennis Giacovelli. 

Viet Nam Veterans of Diablo Valley 

March 6, 2014 Dinner 

Speaker 

Douglas Northam  USN will de-
scribe what it took to survive the 
three years he spent as a Japa-
nese POW during WWII.  Doug-
las details the horrors of daily 
life in the many camps he spent 
time in and the excitement of 
finally being liberated.  Don’t 
miss this great guest speaker! 

CRAB FEED A HUGE SUCCESS! 

Thanks to all who contributed to making our 
10th annual Super Crab Feed a success.   
A big part of that success was the high quality 
of the Silent Auction items we had this year 
which brought in the bulk of the revenue.  
Thanks to all who solicited these great dona-
tions.  Everything sold – there were no items 
with no bids!  The food was great as was the 
company & everyone seemed to be having a 
good time – in spite of the game being a 
blowout.  

The next event we need to all support is the 
March 15, 2014 Corned Beef & Cabbage 
Feed to benefit the Veterans Memorial Build-
ing joint Operating Funds.  If you have or can 
obtain any items to contribute to the Silent 
Auction for this event please contact Dennis 
Giacovelli ASAP.  If you have not purchased 
your tickets for this event, there may be a few 
tickets left... so don’t delay – contact Dennis. 

“HOUSTON WE’VE GOT A PROBLEM”  We 
have a number of members who are a bit tar-
dy with their 2014 dues. (VNVDV runs calen-
dar year Jan-Dec)  The annual dues  is only 
$25 so please, if you haven’t done so already, 
please send your check to our P.O. Box or pay 
at a dinner.  Better yet, go for a Life Member-
ship for only $200 & you’ll never get bugged 
for dues again!  Make sure to annotate your 
check with “2014 Annual Dues”  or “Life Mem-
bership”, as applicable.  Every member 
makes a difference - appreciate your renewal 
(Cont. page 2) 
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On ARMED FORCES DAY - Plan to Join Us -  

For the Phillips 66 Walk of Honor  

In Crockett - Third Saturday in May 2014 

This is a major event supporting our veterans & the 

Historic Crockett Veterans Memorial Building 

Phillips 66 is the generous Host & Sponsor 

Phillips 66 - San Francisco Re.n ery & Carbon Plant Honor 
the Men and Women who Served Our Na. on & those serv-
ing currently on Armed Forces Day - 3rd Saturday in May in 
Crocke�  with the “WALK of HONOR” for our veterans!   Phil-
lips 66 and the VNVDV invites you to join with us in honoring 
& celebra� ng the service of our military veterans on May 
17th Armed Forces Day 2014. Currently, the employees are 
organizing their “6th Annual Phillips 66 “Walk of Honor” a 
key-stone community event sponsored & hosted by Phillips 
66.  On Saturday, May 17, the "Walk of Honor" is a short 
walk across the Alfred Zampa Memorial Bridge & back - fol-
lowed by an amazing BBQ luncheon. Last year’s event was a 
huge success. More than 400 employees, contractors, spon-
sors & local residents par� cipated in the celebra� on, togeth-
er raising in excess of $100,000 in the past four years. Phillips 
66 event planning team is working hard help surpass last 
years fundraising & a� endance milestones, and with your 
help we are sure to succeed! We promise you a fun, exci� ng 
and ful� lling morning honoring the men & women who have 
valiantly served our na� on.  This event supports our veterans 
Once again, Phillips 66 is partnering with both the Vietnam 
Veterans of the Diablo Valley (VNVDV), and the Crocke� 
Community Services District (CCSD). Phillips 66 equally di-
vide all proceeds from the Walk between these two organi-
za� ons. The VNVDV is an incredible organiza� on comprised 
of community volunteers who work diligently providing sup-
port services to veterans in need, including hos� ng the “East 
Bay Stand Down”. The volunteers of the CCSD have under-
taken a huge public bene� t challenge, leading the e� orts to 
re-store the Crocke. Veterans Memorial Building. We are 
very honored to support these two worthy causes and hope 
we can count on your support.  Registra� on opens soon and 
more details will follow.  Please join us in 2014.  Watch for 
updates on website - newsle� ers - Facebook & Flash news! 

(President message cont.) 

Jerry Yahiro is LOOKING FOR A FEW 
GOOD MEN to assist in the numerous events 
we have planned for this year.  Jerry is our new 
Director of Events and we need Color Guard 
volunteers for: 

Blue Star Moms Golf Tournament, April 25, 2014 

Phillips 66  “Walk Of Honor” - May 17, 2014 

Memorial Day - Oak Hill Park - May 26, 2014 

Kiwanis 4th of July Parade - Danville July 4, 2014 

Veterans Day - November 11, 2014 

And numerous other events during this year.  
Get Involved - carry your Military Colors 
PROUDLY. 

WE ARE GETTING NOTICED.   We’ve re-
ceived positive comments from two different 
businesses to be the recipient of recognition.  
This is very welcome and shows the dedicated,  
all volunteer efforts of our members. More on 
this at our meeting.  The more we do the more 
our organizational name meets our mission & 
goals.  So keep up the good work and thank 
you to all the members for their support. 

We also received recognition for our efforts in 
Operation Welcome Home from Capt. David 
Yuers upon his return from another tour of duty. 
See the beautiful plaque at our March dinner. 

“PROUDLY WE SERVED” and continue to 
serve 



 

 

Jerry Whiting is an accomplished research author & has started the interviewing of VNVDV Members. 

The intention of interviews is to develop a book that will present the background of Members and how 
the VNVDV Organization became involved in the many Projects beginning with the All Wars Memorial 
&  Memorial Day, followed by EBSD, Operation Welcome Home, Veterans Memorial Building, Speaker’s 
Bureau, 4th of July Parades, Veteran’s Day & others.   

Mike Martin is the VNVDV BOD Primary Contact for coordinating Members to participate in this effort. 

Please consider this unique opportunity and contact Mike Martin (925-323-1093) and be part of the 
VNVDV legacy!  This will be the legacy of our organization. 

To participate - please complete the following questions and return to Jerry Whiting. 

 Jerry Whiting 
 925-934-5204       
 EAJWWhiting@aol.com 
 www.jwhitingwarstories.com   * Please e-mail the above information to Jerry Whiting 
    

Veteran Pre-Interview Questionnaire 
 

Full Name:  
 

Address:   
 

Phone number:  
 

Email address:  
 

Date of Birth:  
 

Were you drafted or enlisted:  
 

Branch of Service:  
 

Date of Service entry and departure:  
 

Specialized training received:  

 
Dates of Service in Viet Nam:  
 

Units in which you served:  
 
Assignment in Viet Nam:  

 
Where in Viet Nam did you serve?  

 
If on a ship which ship? 
 

mailto:EAJWWhiting@aol.com


 

 

East Bay Stand Down 2014 is now 
scheduled for September 11 to 14, 
2014.  The next public informa-
tional /coordination & planning 
meeting will be held, March 11, 
2014 - beginning at 1830 (6:30PM) 
at the Palm Pavilion, Alameda 
County Fair Grounds.  The month-
ly meetings are open to the public - all organizations & clubs interested in getting in-
volved this year. A schedule of dates is shown & your group can make sponsorship 
donations at any of these meetings.  See the website for details - on Facebook too! 

Community Members / Supporters - We have joined in an ef-
fort to find the PHOTOS of Fallen VietNam Veterans KIA from 

our Contra Costa County.  Names & details on our website.  
Help us in this national project for the VN Wall Museum  

 

This exhibit will be part of the National Vietnam Veteran’s Memorial Fund Museum  

Veterans / Family & Community Members - Will you assist in the project on your own time?  

See the Contra Costa Times feature by Gary Peterson on our 
website along with all the names of fallen who require photos. 
Help this worthwhile effort to Honor - Remember & Pay Trib-

ute to those Contra Costa Vietnam Vets…  “Who Gave All” 

Planned Public  Community Meetings  

 2nd Tuesdays - 6:30PM at Alameda County Fairgrounds 

 March 11 at the Palm Pavilion  

 April 8- at the Palm Pavilion 

 May 13 - at the Jockey Pavilion (the other side of the grandstands) 

 June 3 - at the Palm Pavilion 

 July 8 - at the Jockey Pavilion OR the Palm Pavilion (see website) 

August 12 - at the Palm Pavilion 

Website:  http://www.EastBayStandDown.org  - Please Check Often  

East Bay 
Stand Down 
(EBSD) 2014 

Planning 
Meetings on 
the 2nd Tues. 
Community 
Donors step 
up & support 
this Sept 2014 

program at 
Jan. & Feb. 
meetings in 

Danville. 



 

 



 

 

Be a part of a very special East Bay  

community event & join us on 

Armed Forces Day -  Saturday May 17th  

in Crockett for our  

 “Walk of Honor”  for our Veterans - 2014 

Sponsored by Phillips 66 

A Reminder . . . 

MEMORIAL DAY - MAY 26 
The Diablo Valley’s Largest Veteran Remembrance  

Oak Hill Park - Stone Valley Road - Danville 

Site of the ALL WARS MEMORIAL 

Mark YOUR Calendar NOW for the 

Kiwanis July 4th Parade in Danville 

The VNVDV and Diablo Valley Flag Brigade had the “tables turned” at one 
of our recent Operation Welcome Home events - where Capt. David Yuers 
presented beautiful framed flags flown in combat along with challenge 
coins & combat patches… after being welcomed by the SRV VSOs. VNVDV 
President Ray La Rochelle accepted our plaque & display it at our meeting. 



 

 

Special thanks to our February guest 

Speaker Frank Wallace  

 

CHECK - OUT  &  FOLLOW MONTHLY SOME OF OUR SUPPORTERS WEBSITES: 

All “Operation Welcome Home” event updates can be found at: www.DiabloValleyFlagBrigade.com for upcoming events. 

Visit our own VNVDV website to see more about the VietNam Veterans of Diablo Valley  at:  www.VNVDV.com 

Information on All Wars Memorial and obtaining AWM Pavers at Oak Hill Park - visit:   www.AllWarsMemorial.org  

East Bay Stand Down monthly meetings - Second Tuesday - visit:  www.EastBayStandDown.org for location of monthly meeting 

Marines Memorial Association / Hotel / Club in SF - Visit their website at:  www.MarineClub.com 

Sentinels of Freedom Scholarship Foundation - visit:  www.SentinelsofFreedom.org 

Wheelchair Foundation & Wine for Wheels - Support our those in need of mobility - Visit:  www.WineforWheels.org & see VNVDV 

Blue Star Moms #101 website:  www.bluestarmoms.org  & Blue Star Moms #20 website: www.ccbluestarmoms.org 

Plan to participate on Armed Forces Day for 2014 PHILLIPS 66 “Walk of Honor” on-line soon at:  http://SFRWalkofHonor.com 

See other websites listed inside this edition of the INCOMING News 
 

For details and information on our new Veterans Memorial Building visit: www.srvVeteransHall.org - You can still make a “pledge” 

over a three to five year period… have your name on the donor wall and YOU will “make a difference in the future” 



 

 
Special Thanks to all our crab feed  event donors 

& sponsors of our Military & Sentinel attendees 

Thank You 



 

 

Speakers for 2014 

March 6th : Douglas Northam  USN will describe what it took to survive the three 
years he spent as a Japanese POW during WWII.  Douglas details the horrors 
of daily life in the many camps he spent time in and the excitement of finally 
being liberated.   

April 3rd: John Shirley-WWII  3rd Infantry Division of the US Army, awarded the 
Bronze Star, Purple Heart as well as being named to the French Legion of Hon-
or. He will tell of his combat on the breakout of the Anzio, Italy Beachhead, and 
the march to capture Rome.  Also how he was wounded, captured, and escaped 
fighting in the Colmar Pocket, France. 

May 1st : Tad Kishi  -Japanese American who was interned at Manzanar, America’s 
Stalag during WW II, because he looked like the enemy.  After the war he was 
drafted and sent to Occupied Japan as an interpreter.   Later Tad had a reward-
ing career at  Lawrence Livermore Labs for over 35 years. 

June 5th : Susan Mayall – Grew up in England during World War II.    Having lost 
her father to the war, her mother was left with four small children, Susan at six, 
being the eldest.  She will describe  how they survived the nightly bombing, 
strict rationing, travel restrictions, and constant air raids.  

Attention:  ALL Veterans 

Danville’s Veteran Memorial Building OPEN every 
SAT. AM from 0800 to 1100 for a free coffee & 

pastry social get-together.  Stop by for a few 
minutes, an hour, stay as long as you desire - 

leave when you want.  Meet in our new lounge - 
see the museum displays - bring a friend!   

The VMB Museum is Open Monday thru Friday 9 
to 3 for public visitors.  Past President Mike Slatten-

gren is looking for any members interested in volun-
teering a few hours each month as a VMB Docent for 
our Historical Military Museum tours. Easy Training 

is  provided - 3Hr shift.  Contact “Slatts”  

VMB Renovation Coffee 
Table Book 

The are available now at 
meetings & VMB Books 
sell for $45.00.  All pro-
ceeds go directly to pay 

for the operating expens-
es of the Veterans portion 
of the Veterans Memorial 
Building for the San Ra-

mon Valley 



 

 

Blue Star Mom - Chapter 101 
Thanks VNVDV & Guests for their Support 

 

This past month, the Annual California Gold Star Parents Honor and Remembrance event was held in San Fran-
cisco at the Marines’ Memorial Club.  About one-hundred California Fallen Heroes were remembered at this re-
ception and memorial, including a Vietnam veteran killed-in-action whose family returned again this year.  This is 
the eight year that the Marines Memorial Association and Blue Star Moms have welcomed Gold Star Parents 
into a community of kindred spirits, surrounded by memories of their loved ones.  The event provides a warm, safe 
atmosphere at a reception of approximately 300 invited guests, including members of the Viet Nam Veterans of Dia-
blo Valley, where parents share stories of their sons and daughters to kind listening ears.   

As you know, many parents have never had such an opportunity; a mother whose son died just ten months ago - 
never felt comfortable enough to speak about his death, yet told her story to VNVDV member John Reese and oth-
ers for the very first time.  Mothers and fathers attend together and alone, some knowing not a soul, but bravely 
come to honor their sons’ and daughters’ memories at Friday’s Memorial Service that exquisitely honors both par-
ents and their sons and daughters, speaking each name, displaying every face, recognizing all with lighted candles 
and white roses.   

Thank you, ladies and gentlemen, for supporting this momentous and healing event for our Gold Star Parents and 
continuing to honor the memories of their sons and daughters.  As long as there are people like you with open, gen-
erous hearts and love of country, our Fallen Heroes need not worry about those special people, their moms and 
dads, who are left behind.  You have their backs. 

Editor’s note:  This recap was adapted from a note written to the VNVDV & other invited guests by Blue Star Mom, 
Judy Yarian, Member of Chapter 101, with our deepest thanks to the Blue Star Moms 

Marines' Memorial Association 

609 SUTTER STREET • SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA 94102-1027 • UNITED STATES 
TELEPHONE: (415) 673-6672 • FAX: 441-3649 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 

Member - VNVDV  &  Marine Corps League 

The MCL again received many outstanding letters and notes from the troops serving thank-
ing them for their packages  BRAVO-ZULU  to the Marine Corps League from VNVDV. 



 

 

VETERANS - advance invitation - contact HELEN REESE  at: HReese@sbcglobal.net or  925 /935-4294 

Invitations 
available 
for a Dona-
tion of $50. 
or more per 
person 

If you need in-
formation or to 
would like an 
invitation for 
this out-
standing an-
nual event - 
Contact one 
of our 
VNVDV Sup-
porters: 

David Behring 
or Helen 
Reese 

This event 
held at the 
Blackhawk 
Museum annu-
ally features 
outstanding 
food restau-
rants - winer-
ies - desserts - 
beverages and 
much more, in 
addition to a 
fun silent and 
live auction on 
Thur. May 15th 

Join Us - Sup-
port the D/SV 
Rotary CF. 



 

 



 

 



 

 

VA is working with EquineVA is working with EquineVA is working with Equine---Assisted Therapy Group Assisted Therapy Group Assisted Therapy Group 
for Veterans for Veterans for Veterans ---   Program Started contact directlyProgram Started contact directlyProgram Started contact directly   

Recent Study con-
firms air crews' 

exposure to Agent 
Orange. 

Have YOU had an 
Agent Orange 

protocol testing at 
the VA in Martinez?  

If not - contact our 
County VSO office 

 For details on the process. 
Social Security Announces 
New Expedited Disability  

Process for Veterans 
 
Carolyn W. Colvin, Acting Commissioner of 
Social Security, along with Congressman John 
Sarbanes (D-MD) today unveiled a new initia-
tive to expedite disability claims by veterans 
with a Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) 
disability compensation rating of 100% Perma-
nent & Total (P&T). Under the new process, 
Social Security will treat these veterans’ appli-

cations as high priority and issue expedited decisions, similar to the way the agency currently handles disability claims from 
Wounded Warriors. 

“Our veterans have sacrificed so much for our country and it is only right that we ensure they have timely access to the disability 
benefits they may be eligible for and deserve,” said Acting Commissioner Colvin.  “Social Security worked with Veterans Affairs to 
identify those veterans with disabilities who have a high probability of also meeting our definition of disability.  I am proud of our 
collaboration and happy to announce this new service for America’s vets.” 

In order to receive the expedited service, veterans must tell Social Security they have a VA disability compensation rating of 100% 
P&T and show proof of their disability rating with their VA Notification Letter. 

The VA rating only expedites Social Security disability claims processing and does not guarantee an approval for Social Security 
disability benefits.  These veterans must still meet the strict eligibility requirements for a disability allowance.  Social Security plans 
to launch the expedited process in mid-March.  For additional information on this service  for veterans - visit their website at:  
www.socialsecurity.gov/pgm/disability-pt.htm. 
For more about Social Security’s handling of Wounded Warrior’s disability claims, please visit the  Social Security website: 
www.socialsecurity.gov/woundedwarriors. 



 

 



 

 



 

 


