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Support our VMB 

Operations Fund 

with a 

“salute” (tribute 

to a veteran) in 

the new VMB 

Renovation Coffee 

Table Book being 

published. 

VietNam Veterans of Diablo Valley 

Established in 1991 

Every 

Saturday … 

“Morning Coffee” 

& pastries with 

fellow veterans 

every Saturday from 

8AM until 11AM 

At the Danville 

Veterans Memorial 

Building 

VNVDV unit recognized 

by Kiwanis in 4th of July 

Parade - Thank You  

Welcome to August’s INCOMING.  As we wrap-up July & 

kick-off a new month - our appreciation continues... 

Thanking Phillips 66 for their ongoing support through 
the “Walk of Honor” enabling us to continue valuable 

programs for our veterans. In this year’s July 4th parade 
we were awarded best marching unit by the Kiwanis - 

host of the parade!  This is the 2nd year in a row now! 

Our VP Ray LaRochelle led the planning effort for the pa-
rade, working with the Kiwanis to coordinate all the other 

Veteran groups.  We had our 10,000 American flags to 

hand out to parade attendees as we have each year.  It is 
always nice and very touching to receive: “thank you for 

serving our country in Viet Nam” from the crowd as we 

reach out to hand those flags to people in the back rows of 
the crowd.  The U.S. Marine color guard detachment from 

Concord looked as sharp and squared away as always 

followed by our banner and service flag marching unit.  
The 40th Infantry Division Army Band (Det. 1) from Sac-

ramento played great patriotic music - followed by the 
Daughters of the American Revolution (DAR) carrying 

our huge parade flag and the Concord Vet Center / 
AMVETS Huey escorted by the Warrior Watch Riders.  
Jerry Yahiro coordinated the Vietnam Helicopter’s UH-1 

Huey “low & slow” fly-over of the parade route.  It too is 

always a crowd pleaser.  I know I get a lot of comments 

from people who now understand the “Huey” is somehow 

connected with us; if they see us, they’re going to see the 

Huey. Thanks to all for participating this year. 

We had a great speaker at our dinner meeting the night 
before at the Crow Canyon Country Club.  Pearl Harbor 

Survivor Chuck Kohler (US Navy) recounted his morning 

on Dec 7th, 1941.  A very interesting talk & we thank Chuck 

for sharing with us. 

This month of August our dinner guest speaker is Marine 
Corp League member Col. Allan Cruz.  He will share his 

Artillery Battery’s experience in Viet Nam during 1966 

through 1968. He is a trustee & on the VMB Committee. 

In August, along with the Warriors Watch Riders - we will 
again support the “Purple Heart Tour” for active duty 

military personnel held in Livermore.   

Korean War Veterans Association  

Honors & Pays Tribute Korea War 

Veterans on the 60th Anniversary of 

Armistice - SAT.  July 27th at  1100 

Hrs. in Concord  Hillcrest Park  

Please Attend 

Walnut Festivals Twilight Parade 

Downtown Walnut Creek on SAT. 

September 14th  at  1800 Hrs. 

A short parade - would appreciate 

all hands for Flag Distribution 
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Michael Slattengren 

President 2012 - 2013 

PH: (925) 837-6238 

E: President .VNVDV@gmail.com 

OFFICIAL NOTIFICATION TO VNVDV MEMBERS  

Our VNVDV President selected & appointed - in July 
2013 - Past VNVDV President  & Advisor Jerry Yahiro as  
Chair  for the 2014 Nominations & Election Committee.   
The President will appoint additional Past Presidents to 
serve. If you are interested in joining as an Officer or Di-
rector - Contact me personally or Jerry Yahiro. 

On Saturday, July 27th we remember the 60th anniversary of  

the Korean War Armistice.  Korean War Veterans in Concord 

will conduct a program beginning at 11AM at Hillcrest Park on 

Saturday.  The VA Clinic in Martinez honoring all Korea War 

Veterans in a special event on Tues. 

Veterans will be honored at Monte Vista High School on Fri-

day - Sept. 13th at their 7PM Football Game…  It’s the Mus-

tangs vs. Pittsburg Pirates.  Free Hot Dog & Drink + Apple Pie 

for Vets. Contact me for FREE Tickets. 

September we participate in the Walnut Festival Twilight 

Parade on Saturday - September 14 at 1800 in downtown 

Walnut Creek. This is an enjoyable, short parade as it is only 2 

blocks long.  We plan to distribute American Flags depending 

on how many volunteers we can get to participate.  Would like 

to have Service Colors & Banner - Contact me to participate 

29th & 30th of September the Sentinels of Freedom will be 

holding their 2013 Dinner Gala & Golf Tournament.  Please see 

more details on this worthy fund raising effort in the INCOM-

ING.  The VNVDV is a sponsor of this event - being the Tee 

Sponsor for  the 1st and 18th Tees. 

The SRV Veterans Memorial Building is open from 9 am to 3 

pm each day, Monday – Friday.  There are a number of do-

cents that volunteer three-hour shifts to share the building in-

formation and displays with visitors.  We are looking for more 

volunteers (easy 1 hour training provided), if you are interest-

ed in being more active - volunteer 1 or 2 shifts a month (not 

much time taken away from schedule) please let me know.  

Remember “Saturday Morning Coffee” hosted by the vari-

ous veteran groups who use the SRV Veteran Memorial Build-

ing (we being one of them).  It’s open from 8 – 11 am each Sat-

urday.  It’s a nice way to spend an occasional Saturday morn-

ing visiting with fellow veterans.  Come when you’d like be-

tween 8 & 11 and leave when you’d like.  It’s just a nice way to 

start a Saturday morning connecting with friends.  Join me. 

The Veteran Memorial Building’s Operations Committee 

(all VSOs) are jointly publishing a coffee table book highlight-

ing the renovation of our new VMB.  Veterans & supporters 

have the opportunity to honor a veteran, family member who 

served or serving - in this book to be published this fall. To 

pay tribute - reserve your “salute” - contact Dennis Giacovelli  

According to our by-laws a “life membership” dues in the 
VNVDV is calculated as 8 times the annual dues.  Since our 

dues were lowered this year to $25 per year, the life member-

ship payment of $200 is a bargain for you to consider.  There 

are criteria for applying for life membership:  One needs to 

be a member in good standing for 5 years & also has contrib-

uted effort to the VNVDV (helped at Memorial Day, participat-

ed in the 4th of July parade, etc.).  If you are considering this, 

please let Bill Chew - Membership Chair know.  

As required in our by-laws, I have appointed Jerry Yahiro as 
Chair for our 2014 Nomination & Election  Committee.  He 

is seeking members who would like to be more active - offic-

ers & directors.  Please consider joining the team - Contact 

Jerry Yahiro . 

We are already planning for Veterans Day (Nov 11th at 11 am – 

remember 11/11 @ 11) to be held again at San Ramon Valley 

High School Performing Arts Theater in Danville (it’s the build-

ing where we formed up for the 4th of July parade).   Planning 

meetings are held the 1st Tuesday of each month at the Veteran 

Memorial Building at noon.  Come if you’d like to help plan.  

This is a joint VSO effort,  not just VNVDV members. 

We send our very best to our members and friends who are ill or 

recovering and those who cannot get out any longer.  Please 

personally communicate with me - allowing me to pass-on your 

condition & status to our members.   

Finally, don’t forget our Operation Welcome Home events.  

We’ve got one coming up on Friday Aug 2 at 6 pm in 

Pleasanton.  Easy participation... just show up! Let John Reese 

know you want to be on the distribution when we learn about 

dates these young warriors come home.  No special skills are 

needed, We present each with a certificate of appreciation from 

the SRV VSOs. Join us - with a flag in your hand, a smile on your 

face and a thank you hand shake for the young man or woman.  

These are fun gatherings & only take about an hour out of your 

day.  Very fulfilling for both the returnees and to each of us.    

There is a lot of information in each INCOMING newsletter, so 

be sure to look at all the articles - review back issues on-line.  

Besides information on the various activities we participate in or 

support, there is further information we need as veterans for 

ourselves and our families.    

We send a special  Thank You to our “Walk of Honor” Sponsors 

- Phillips 66 - SFR / Rodeo & Carbon Plant for their outstand-

ing support... making our community a better place and our 

veteran support activities possible. 

We’ll see you all at our August dinner meeting on Thursday Aug 

1, 2013, 6 pm at the Crow Canyon Country Club in San Ramon.  

Social hour starts at 5 pm.   Thank you for your support…. 



 

 



 

 

VNVDV Thanks goes to our  July dinner  Speaker...  

CHUCK KOHLER  

Pearl Harbor Survivor 

The Marines have landed
Please join us for our monthly dinner meeting August 1st, 

2013 as we welcome Colonel Allan Cruz, United States 
Marine Corps (Retired). 

Colonel Cruz enlisted in the U.S. Marine Corps on February 20, 1966.  He served 
on active duty from 1966 to 1970  including a tour in Vietnam as a sergeant/
operations chief in Mike Btry 4/12 and Kilo Btry 4/13 for 21 months with the 3d 
Marine Division.  Colonel Cruz continued his service in the U.S. Marine Corps 
Reserve as a staff sergeant in 1971 and received a direct commission in 1975. 

Colonel Cruz was activated for Battle Griffin-91 in Norway during Desert 
Shield/Desert Storm as the Executive Officer of 1st Bn, 14th Marines (attached 2d 
Marine Division). He was activated for the second time for Operation Enduring 
Freedom and Iraqi Freedom in November 2002 where he served as the Deputy 
Assistant Chief of Staff G-4 Logistics for the First Marine Expeditionary Force in 
Kuwait and Iraq.  He returned to CONUS after 17 months in theater during Op-
eration Iraqi Freedom 1 and 2. He was assigned as the Asst C/S G-4 Logistics for 
I MEF at Camp Pendleton, CA until his retirement on 1 Apr 2005. 

Colonel Cruz will be sharing his artillery bat-
tery’s experiences in Viet Nam from 1966 
through 1968 through his many 
photos and detailed stories. 

Join Us for dinner & speaker - Thurs. Aug. 1st 



 

 

Please join our veteran service commu-

nity on Thursdays in Downtown Dan-

ville as we participate in a combined 

VSO fund raising  effort - near the cor-

ner of Hartz & Prospect .  We will have 

a booth / table with the new book & 

Thursday - Aug 8 with a “Dunk Tank” 

Jointly - the VSOs are raising funds to cover 

the basic operating expenses of the Veterans 

Wing of our new building.  You can help! 

Donate & purchase a “SALUTE” in our soon-

to-be published hard-cover - VMB Renova-

tion Coffee Table Book.  Your “Salute” can 

pay tribute to a special Veteran -  current 

Military Service Member or Patriot (order 

form in newsletter & at all events). The fin-

ished book will be on sale later this fall.  Con-

firm your personal “salute” now for some-

one special in your family.   Stop by our 

booth on any of the Thursday evening events 

in beautiful, downtown Danville.  Thank you. 

100% of the funds raised  at Danville’s Street 

Festival events - VMB book “Salutes” & your 

purchase of the VM + sale of  Coffee Table Book 

go towards VMB - VSO operation expenses 

Thursday - august 8th  - 6pm - 9pm 

Thursday - august 15th  - 4pm - 9pm 

Thursday - august 8th  - 6pm - 9pm 



 

 



 

 



 

 

FREE tickets for the Monte Vista High School Football Game on September 13 available for 

our veterans!  This is a local tribute to our Vets!  Please make every possible effort to attend!  

Please help pass the word!   For Tickets see “Slatts” or Lee Halverson at VMB. 

 

The Varsity game starts at 7 p.m. & It is at Monte Vista High School -  3131 Stone Valley Road (next to 

the “All Wars Memorial”) in Oak Hill Park in Danville – so lots of parking is available! 

 

This “tribute to veterans” football game is hosted by Monte Vista High School’s Mustangs vs. 

Pittsburg Pirates.  It should be a great game  Honoring our Veterans…  

 

Remember… Each Veterans need an “advance” ticket – which includes your:  free admission, free 

hot dog, beverage, and piece of apple pie (home baked by magret nunes!).  Last year great! 

 

There are tickets available from Lee at the Veteran's Memorial Building in Danville or 

VNVDV President “Slatts” or VSOs contact Magret Nunes by E-Mail to obtain more tickets… 

all the tickets your veteran organization will need for this game. One contact in VSO. 

 

The thought of ”will-call” is not feasible at a H.S. Football Game & would be very difficult.  

This is a local event & they would like to obtain an estimate of attendees (mostly for the 

amount of baking needing to be completed in time for the game.)  Remember… this is FREE 

for all veterans!  Everyone must have a numbered ticket. Tickets for non-veterans are availa-

ble at the game.  Please support our local high school taking time to honor veterans.  

 

Magret Nunes is coordinating this event for the team and is providing her email address for ticket & 

contact information only - magretnunes@yahoo.com and to obtain more VSO tickets for this tribute 

to veterans.   Hoping for a great turnout! – Please obtain your tickets in advance. 

Thank You to the VFW for hosting the Veteran BBQ after the 4th of July Parade at the 

Veterans Memorial Building for all veterans.  Their hospitality welcoming all veterans 

and family members after the parade was greatly appreciated.  Thanks to all in VFW. 

Again this year – We Thank the efforts of - Bill & Peg Green (and Family) for hosting 

their BBQ annual pot-luck picnic in the afternoon of the 4th at their home for everyone 

participating in the parade and distributing American Flags.   It was a great 4th of July. 

mailto:magretnunes@yahoo.com


 

 

Vietnam Helicopter’s UH-1 does a special 

“fly-over” of the Kiwanis 4th of July Parade  

The UH-1 Huey flew in Vietnam & aboard 

were members of the original crew!  

Thanks to Jerry Yahiro for coordinating 

the Huey & Thanks to Mike Haus & Chris 

Miller, owners of this flying UH-1 Huey. 

The U. S. Army Band - Detachment One - 40th Infantry Di-

vision from Sacramento performed for the crowd (top) 

VNVDV members carry Banner - Military Service Colors  

from all branches followed by the MIA/POW flag (left) 

Vietnam Veterans of Diablo Valley 

has utilized John Reese’s 1949 Inter-

national Harvester truck in the 4th of 

July Kiwanis Parade.  This “daily 

driver” has been used since 2004. 

Walking along the 4th of July Parade in Danville—VNVDV 

Members - Rich Lambert (Past President) - Jim Murphy 

(Past Board Member)  & Earle Conklin distribute U. S. 

American Flags as they worked their way up the street. 



 

 

FEDERAL BENEFITS FOR VETERANS 

Link to 2012 Veterans Handbook:  http://www.va.gov/opa/publications/benefits_book/2012_Federal_benefits_ebook_final.pdf 

Download your  copy of your Veteran Benefit Handbook - Review the benefits you may have earned with your service! 

VMB Danville Veteran Service Officer Outstation Hours 

Danville Outstation -  400 Hartz Ave. Room 208 -  Open every 

Wednesday from 10am to 2pm (Except Holidays).  Your appointments 

may be scheduled by calling (925) 313-1481 (Martinez VSO). 

Richmond also features a branch office - 100-37th Street - Room 1033 - Veterans service is 

available on Tuesdays from 9am to 12pm & 1pm to 4pm (Except Holidays). To reach this of-

fice by phone, call (510) 374-3241. 

We pledge to continue comprehensive and respectful services to the 

Veterans community of Contra Costa County. This is a FREE service! 

Nathan Johnson - County Veterans Service Officer 

http://www.va.gov/opa/publications/benefits_book/2012_Federal_benefits_ebook_final.pdf


 

 

the 2013 Danville Hot Summer 

Nights Hot Rod and Classic Car 

Show on THURSDAY  AUGUST 15TH - 

Show hours are 4 PM to 9 Pm - cars register & stage beginning at 2 PM  -  This 

year is a tribute to 60th anniversary of the Corvette  -  all years!   Look for our 

VNVDV Parade Truck in front of the new Veterans Memorial Building - along 

with a VSO table for “renovation book” tributes & “salutes” -  stop by! 

Danville’s Veteran Memorial 

Building OPEN weekdays for 

public visitors.  President 

Mike Slattengren request 

members interested in volun-

teering as a Docent for our 

Historical Military Museum 

tours - of the new Veterans 

Memorial Building for the 

San Ramon Valley.  Contact 

VNVDV President Mike 

“Slatts” Slattengren for de-

tails / training - easy hours. 
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Our Contra Costa County Veterans Service Office is “the place” to have all of your VA 

paperwork completed - by a qualified, experienced service rep. & this service is for all 

veterans FREE & available M - F in Martinez &  on Wednesdays in Danville 10-2 

Veterans Benefits Contact: 

Nathan D. Johnson 
Veterans Service Officer 

Contra Costa County 

10 Douglas Dr. Suite 100 

Martinez, CA 94553 

Tel:  (925) 313-1481 
Fax: (925) 313-1490 

Nathan.johnson@vs.cccounty.us 

Important notice…  If you know teachers who would be interested in the assistance of our VNVDV Speak-

er’s Bureau during - the next school term... please let them know of our program - available to all schools 

& grade levels. As a member… Take time to find out more about this program and others  - helping join in 

and being an active part of our group.  Contact Mike Martin at (925) 820-1401 or Bill Green (925) 820-

5918 about your  personal school contacts for the next 2013-2014 school term (beginning Aug/Sept 2013). 

The VNVDV Speaker’s Bureau  finished an outstanding 2012 - 2013 school term and has surpassed 53,000 

school students reached through our popular supplementary history education program.   report to the mem-

bership and our Diablo Valley community they have shared this valuable history of our nation at war during 

the VietNam period with school children !  The VNVDV Speaker’s Bureau is Chaired by Mike Martin - Director 

of Speakers and Bill Green - who is a member of the Board of Directors and uses the VNVDV membership to 

assist in the presentations to school children ranging from elementary schools through college, although the 

primary audience is high school history classes in the Contra Costa and Alameda County school districts. 

 The VNVDV Speaker’s Bureau  was recognized a few  years back by the state’s California Department 

of Education as a community leader in sharing history education with Diablo Valley school teachers and stu-

dents.  CONGRATULATIONS to both Mike and Bill for another outstanding year of leadership. A  big 

thanks goes to all the members who volunteered many hours and days to help students learn history first 

hand from those who were there! A special thanks to the Vietnam Helicopters for their ongoing support! 

mailto:Nathan.johnson@vs.cccounty.us


 

 



 

 



 

 

Member - VNVDV  &  Marine Corps League 

Sentinels of Freedom Golf Gala Dates: 
Dinner: Sunday September 29th, 2013 

Cocktails begin at 4 pm.  Dinner, Auction and Speaker to follow 
  

Golf: Monday September 30th, 2013 
Registration opens at 9 am 

Opening ceremonies at 10:30 am 
  

Goal: 
To raise money and awareness for Sentinels of Freedom and the Veterans 

that we serve. 
  

Location: 
Diablo Country Club 

1700 Clubhouse Road 
Diablo, CA 

  
Registration or Questions: 

Email: carlagoulart@sentinelsoffreedom.org 
Phone: (925) 380-6342 ext 2 

Sentinels of Freedom  
2013 Dinner Gala and Golf Tournament 

September 29th & 30th - See our website 

Members interested in being more 

active in the VNVDV organization  

Please contact Jerry Yahiro ASAP 

to find out about various officer & 

director positions available for 

the new term - assistance provided 

Do you have an  “All Wars Memorial”  PAVER ? 

These solid granite stones set in the walkway at 

Oak Hill Park and now limited… Honor a veterans, 

friend, neighbor, family member with a tribute 

which will last forever…  an AWM  Paver.  $250.00 



 

 



 

 

The VietNam Veterans of Diablo Valley  was estab-

lished in 1991 as a non-profit, local, grass-roots Veterans 

organization to promote & enhance the image of the Viet 

Nam Veteran through Community Service & Support of fel-

low Veterans. The Veteran’s Memorial Building for the San 

Ramon Valley located in Danville is Open daily with Coffee 

on Saturdays until 11AM. Looking for Docents. - Come Visit! 

The VNVDV meets monthly on the 1st Thursday of every 

month in the Diablo Valley @ Crow Canyon Country 

Club.  Our Board of Directors Meetings are held on the 3rd 

Thursday of each month at the Veterans Memorial Building 

in Danville.  To find out more about programs we support... 

visit our website at www.VNVDV.com.  All veterans & 

their guests are welcome to attend our dinner meetings. We 

are a casual -  fun - social veterans group - always looking 

for new members who enjoy friendship & the special bond 

as military veterans.  We are Proud of our Military Ser-

vice... & of our continued contributions to fellow veterans & 

our community.  Our dinner  meeting is social - just dinner 

& a guest speaker of interest to veterans & military.  All  

meetings are OPEN… fellow veterans - active duty military 

guests - supporters & history buffs welcome! ... Join us! 

August 1st -  Featured GUEST SPEAKER & DINNER 

at CROW CANYON COUNTRY CLUB in San Ramon 

Social Hour starts at 1700 - Dinner at 1815 

Don’t Miss our great monthly speakers! 

V iet  N am Ve teran s  of  Dia bl o  Val le y  

Viet Nam Veterans of Diablo Valley 

Post Office Box  2079 

Danville,  CA  94526 - 2079 

E-Mail:  VNVDV1@gmail.com 

Web:  www.VNVDV.com 

 

Contact Us… Visit our Website…  
Attend our Open Meetings…  

Participate in our Community ! 

John Garfield Reese, 

Publisher & Editor   

VNVDV Public Relations Director  

President— 

Michael Slattengren 

Vice President -  

  Ray La Rochelle 

Treasurer -  

   Martin De Venuta 

Secretary -  

   Cliff De Cuir  

Director-at-Large -  

  Dennis Giacovelli 

Membership -  

   Bill Chew 

Public Relations -  

   John  Reese 

Information - 

   Vacant 

Events -  

   Vacant 

Speakers - 

   Mike Martin 

Procurement -  

   Bill Green 

 

PAST  PRESIDENTS 

2013 OFFICERS  &  

BOARD MEMBERS 

 

Jerry Yahiro 

John Estes 

Del  Loewe 

Tim  Hart 

Mike Weber 

Mike McDaniel 

Rich Lambert 

Ron Azarcon 

Bill Picton 

Norm Mahalich 

 - Est. 1991 - 
The “INCOMING” is the Official Newsletter of the VNVDV – view it on-line at www.VNVDV.com 


